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Kathy Young
...unsuccessful applicant
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Former Weaverville Coun-
cilwoman Kathleen Young says fre-
quent differences of opinion with
Mayor Reese Lasher cost her in her
bid to fill a vacant town council seat.
Young contends that Lasher con-
vinced another council member to
vote against her even though that
councilman had originally urged her
to apply for the open council seat.

Both Lasher and Councilman
Frank Spears denied the allegations,
attributing the charges to a case of
“‘sour grapes”’ on the part of Young.

The Weaverville Town Council last
week selected Robert Dreibelbeis,
town Board of Adjustments chair-
man, to fill a vacancy created by the
March resignation of Councilwoman
Ann Williams.

The council, a week after inter-
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viewing five candidates for the job,
picked Dreibelbeis by a 3-2 margin
over Young, former viee mayor of
Weaverville who lost by 100 votes in
her November 1087 re-election bid.

Spears, who now admits that he
asked Young to sign up as a candidate
for the vacant seat, and Councilman
Bernard Koesters voted for
Dreibelbeis while Councilmen Harold
Payne and Ronnie “Butch” Davis
voted for Young. That 2-2 tie forced
Lasher to cast the deciding vote, and
the mayor voted for Dreibelbeis.

Young, in an interview Friday, had
gome sharp words, blaming Lasher
for convincing Spears to vole against
her.

“I didn’t really think Frank would
do what he did. He must be extremely
loyal to the mayor,” Young said.

“Why else would they take a man

who is inexperienced? Why else
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would they take a man who had not
run for office?” she asked.

But Lasher and Spears both denied
Young's criticism.

“I have never told a commissioner
how to vote, and I will not. I will tell
the council what my opinion is on any
issue. I only ask them to do what is
best for our community,” Lasher
said.

“1 will, of course, support a can-
didate who aligns themself with my
positions. It would be redundant for
me to support someone who didn't,”
he said. ‘I want to support people
who want to continue the progressive
programs that are going on in
Weaverville."

Spears said his decision to vote for
Dreibelbeis — and not for Young, a
longtime friend - was a difficult one.
He denied that Lasher played any
role in helping him make that deci-
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x-Councilwoman Blames Defeat On Mayor

‘1 have never told a commissioner how to vote, and 1 will

not.’

Mayor Reese Lasher

‘Reese is one of these people that if you don’t agree with

him, he gets upset with you.’

Ex-Councilwoman Kathy Young

sion,
“She (Young) has had some pro-
blems with the mayor, with the town
attorney and with the town manager.
Evidentally, she's had some pro-
blems with at least one of the other
council members,”” Spears said.

“1 couldn’t see putting somebody
back on the council that was having
problems with nearly everybody
while all the others get along fine with
everybody,” he said. ““We've had

things going pretty well the past five
or six months. I couldn't see any point
in stirring things back up again."”

Young, however, charged that
Lasher is trying to get a group of
“yes-men’’ on the council,

“I feel like I need to represent the
town, not just what one man wants.
What'’s the point of having a five-man
board if everybody has to do what the
mayor says?" Young asked.

-Continued on Page 10
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relop its own source of water.
Former Councilwoman Kathleen

Young, an unsuccessful candidate for

a vacant seat on the Weaverville
Town Council (see related story), is
behind the petition drive.

“Right now, T don't feel like the
town should open it up to everybody
outside the town limits,” Young said.
“H we had the water, 1 would say
,--"

The town should allow the Ashevile-
Buncombe Water Authority to pro-
ceed with plans to serve the northern
end of Buncombe County, the petition
states.

Weaverville Mayor Reese Lasher
last month suggested that the town
look into lifting its longstanding ban

The town last year an
agreement with the Asheville-
‘Buncombe Water Authority which
Weaverville officials say should pro-
vide them with all the water they
need, for customers both inside and
outside the town limits,

But Young's petition states that the
town council should not lift the water
moratorium until it has an indepen-
dent water source in place. The
agreement with the Asheville-
Buncombe Water Authority is design-
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Sister Mary Veron

Joseph's Health Services Corp., presents 5-year-old Amelia
Uffelman of Walnut with a special award.

From Stafl Reports
Kindergartners and first-

a student in Sandy Ford’s
kindergarten and first-grade class
“at Walnut, was the star of the day,
as hospital officials declared last
Tuesday “Amelia Day.’

And 27 of Amelia’s classmates,
several of her teachers and her
principal, Sidney Harrison, hop-
ped aboard a school bus and made
the trip to from Walnut Asheville
to take part in the festivities.

Why would a big city hospital
take time to honor a little girl from
a small, rural school? Because
award-winning produced by
st. Jhseph’s Hospital's education

Entitled “Amelia Gets Her Ears

Tubed,” the documentary video
recently received a national

See Classmate’s Winning Video

award of merit from the Catholic

ed a myringotemy -- and
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The video is designed to be
shown to children aged 6 and
younger to help alleviate their
fears about having an operation,
said Judy Walters, director of
education at the hospital.

“The prospect of having an
operation is frightening to many of
us. To the patient 8 years old or
younger, it can be terrifying,”
Walters said.

The video actually has a
threefold purpose, she said: to
help children deal with pre-
surgery jitters; to introduce them
to hospital staff members they
may be meeting during their
hospital stay; and, to show

-Continued on Page 11

County Revaluation To Impact
1988 Tax Rate In Mars Hill

From Staff Reports
Property owners in the town of

. Mars Hill can expect a lower ad

tax rate for the 1988-89 fiscal
year, but that doesn’t mean they
should expect to shell out fewer

. dollars come tax time next year.

current year, Boone said.

“We're trying to keep it so that peo-

ple will be paying pretty much in line
with what they had last year,” he
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