Madison County residents would
mu-muuuwwu

cents for every $100 worth of property
they own, under a proposed budget
for the 1988-89 fiscal year.

That's according to a budget
recommendation prepared by county
finance officer Ralph Rice, who is

@ total county budget of
$11,018,576 based on a property lax
rate of 75 cents per $100 assessed
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three times the 1987-88 amount. But

other landowners saw their
values increase by aﬂ;m

The varying impael of

percentage.

the tax revaluation on in:ﬁvidmlpo-
perty values will mean thal some

folks will have a higher tax bill, while
some will have a lower tax bill.

County officials had hoped for a tax
rate lower than the 75 cents per $100
recommended by Rice, but the total
countywide impact of the valuation
was nol nearly as greal as an-

‘ficipated, Rice said.

The 1987-88 budget will be based on
a total county tax base of more than
$391 million, according to figures pro-
vided by Rice. That compares to a tax
base of about $207 million last year.

*“The tax base is at least $80 million
lower than we had hoped. We had
hoped that it would be at least $450
million,” Rice said.

Based on the new tax base, an ad
valorem lax rate of 75 cents per $100

would bring in $2,645,000 in revenues
Rice said. In 1987-88, the #9-cent lax
rate and $207 million tax base
generated $2,249.271 in revenue, he
said.

Riece's proposed budget of
$11,018,576 is $1.2 million more than
last year's approved budget of
$9,821,778 and $804,392 more than the
amended budget of $10.2 million.

Of course, Rice's proposal is cur-
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rently just that ~ a proposal ~ until
the Madison County Board of Com-
missioners takes action to approve

the final budget picture. The commis-
sioners have scheduled a public hear-

ing on the budget for 1 p.m. Monday,
June 27, in Madison County Cour-
thouse.

By law, the county is required fo
have an approved budget in place by
July 1.

“Continued on back page

Brown Satisfied With Budget For The Coming Year

By BILL STUDENC
Editor

The Madison County Sheriff's
Department could be back up to full
staff — and may even be able to add a
depuly ~ under a proposed budgel
prepared by the county finance of-
ficer.

Ralph Rice, finance officer, has
recommended that the Madison
County Board of Commissioners give
$286,420 to the sheriff’s department
for the coming fiscal year.

That amounl, if approved later this
month by the commissioners, is some
$78,500 less than the §$365,000 re-
quested by Sheriff Dedrick Brown,

but' '$51,201 more than the lotal
amount of county funds allocated to
the sheriff’s departmerit in 1987-88.

Brown and the county commis-
sioners became embroiled in a con-
troversy earlier this year when com-
missioners criticized the sheriff for
spending more money than allocated
to his department.

Commissioners told Brown to lay
off three ‘deputies in order to keep
from spending more money than the
county had on hand. Brown instead
laid off four dispatcher/jailers and
closed Madison County Jail. He later
re-opened the jail with a volunteer
staff.

Rice's proposed $11 million budget

would provide enough money to the
sheriff's department to allow Brown

to rehire the dispatcherailers, retain
his four deputies and perhaps add
another deputy.

Rice said he has been working
clogely with Chief Deputy Dal Peek
on the new budget.

“Hopefully, we've got something
here we can both live with," Rice
said. “They're not getting as much as
they want, and I'm trying to look at it
through both the taxpayer’s situation
and their request.”

The proposed $286,420 allocation
would provide enough money for

salaries for four dispatchers and
would allow Brown to keep the jail
open, Rice said. Brown had said if he
does not receive sufficient funding
from the county, he would be forced
to close the jail permanently.

In fact, Brown may be able to hire
an additional deputy if he ean make
minor cuts in other areas within his
department, Rice said.

Brown said is ‘‘pretty well
satisfied’’ with the budget proposal.

“We're working together pretty
good,” he said. “‘We're pretty well
satisfied with it so far. We still have a
few things to iron out."”

Brown also said that not all of the
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Lady Patriots Are Number One

Lady Pats Capture Conference Title

By BOB KOENIG

It was a weekend to remember, mummmm

history.
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In an unfélated incident in Weaver-

proposed $286,420 allocation would be
coming out of Madison County tax-
payers' pockets.

“About $67,000 of that is from other
sources - from feeding prisoners for
the state, from grant money, from the
Forest Service and from the towns for
the PIN (Police Inférmation Nel-
work) system,” he said. “So we'd
really be getting about $219,000 from
the county."

Other county departments did not
fare as well in the proposed budget,
Perhaps the most controversial
aspect of Rice's recommendation is
in the county ambulance service.

Rice has recommended that the
commissioners allocate $309462 to
the ambulance service — $45,000 less
than the service received in 1967-88
and $74,000 less than requested for the
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Sheriff Dedrick Brown

Traqtor-Trailer Burst Inte
Flames Near Weaverville

From Staff Reports
A tractor-trailer burst into flames
on- UK, 1873 pear Weaverville last
gak tarik exploded.

ville last Wednesday, a large barn us-
ed to store farm eguipment was
destroyed by fire.

i« The tractor-trailer, hauling cement
blocks for the foundation of a mobile
home, caught fire near the New Stock
Road at about 12:45 p.m. Thursday,
said Weaverville Fire Chief John
Penley. \

John Buckner, driver of the truck
owned by Budgel Mobile Homes of
Asheville, was not injured in the fire.

“He said he heard a noise looked
back window and say fire

coming out of the back,”" Penley said.
The truck’s 50-gallon gas tank had
ruptured and the gasoline ignited,

sending flames shooting up to 30 feet
into the gir, he said.

‘Wehadnb!ﬂtym
we got there,” Penley said.”

Twelve fighters from Weaverville
and Reems Creek fire departments
used foam to extinguish the blaze,

The truck was a total loss, Penley
said.

In last Wednesday's fire, 75
chickens perished when a large barn
filled with farm equipment caught
fire on Wooten Cove Road.

The barn, owned by Joseph G. Rice,
was destroyed by the fire. Penley
estimated damage to the structure
and property at nearly $25,000,

The cause of the fire is unknown
and is under investigation.

A lotal of 17 firefighters from
Weaverville, Reems Oreek and
Jupiter résponded to the blaze,

Madison HJgh Students
Receive Dlplomas
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Nearly 200 Madison High School
seniors received diplomas Friday '
during the commencement exercises
in the O. E. Robets Stadium.

The ceremonies began with the Na-
tional Anthem sung by  Jeanifer
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