convention will be held next week. Acrus ther R
newspapers of all frequencies,

of all sizes will soon begin reminding people to vote. om_
election ;mrs. The News Record has joined these
publications in urging people to register and vote.

This election year, we have a different message. While most
of us in the media have considered it our responsibility to urge
folks to vote, we have neglected to give the same amount of
emphasis to another, and perhaps more important message.
This message we send to voters - be an educated voter.

Many of us have entered the voting booth knowing for whom
we intend to vote in the major races and most of us know for
whom we will vote in the local races. But, many of us have also
been guilty of voting for people of whom we know very little.

This election year, we urge you to know all the candidates.
Know where they stand on all the issues. Understand how their
positions will affect you, your neighbors, your county, your
state, and the country as a whole. With our right to vote,
comes the responsibility to know how our vote will affect
ourselves and others.
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toward solving economic, environmental, and social problems
is as urgent as it has ever been. The choices we make in the
voting booth will determine how, when, and indeed if we are to
address these problems.

Pick up a newspaper, visit the library, write for a copy of the
candidates voting record, turn on the radio or television — the
sources of information are abundant. In Madison and Bun-
combe counties, the local League of Women Voters will be
happy to provide you with information. Visit the local head-
quarters of the candidates. On a local level, visit the can-
didates themselves. In short, there if no excuse for being unin-
formed. Our future is too important to trust to guess work.
This election year, don’t just know how you will vote, know
why and know what your vote will mean.
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Let’s Remember
The Handicapped

Marshall now has two spaces reserved for handicapped
parking. This small step was long overdue in coming, and we
applaud the board and Mayor Ward in particular for her
tenacity in securing the spaces and for recognizing the need
for these spaces.

Unfortunately, the Board of Aldermen has stopped short of
making the businesses in town truly accessible to all our
citizens and visitors.

We watched from the office window as a young man in a
wheelchair tilted dangerously back to go over the curb onto
the sidewalk this past Monday. He managed to clear the curb
and get onto the sidewalk before we could offer assistance, As
we were leaving the office, he asked, ‘“Who do you see about
getting some ramps around here?"’

Redesigning the sidewalks or installing ramps is an expen-
sive proposition but a necessary one. Marshall has taken the
first step toward providing accessibility and we urge the
board to consider other measures to make the town complete-
ly accessible.

More thanthelaeko(nmwhmeatﬁtudemany
of the visitors to downtown Marshall take in regards to the
reserved spaces. Almost daily, we see people park in the
spaces, get out of their cars and walk into a place of business.

, there are people with hidden and temporary han-
dicaps. Wedoubtthattheyexhth:mhmnnminuadhon
County. Most of these violaters stay in the spaces a short time.
Any time is too long to someone who must go through the dif-
ficulty of unloading a wheelchair, or walk several blocks using
nmbanlcalorartiﬂcalwﬂhngaids

Whmwehavemmtodomuamhan let us remember
what the handicap parkinglpacesarefor,bethankfulthatwe
don’t need them, andthiveamndthehiockonemoretxme

Zonmg Can Protect Homeowners From Chronic Worry
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tom line on a ledger, the public
come to the realization that
maintenance of property values and

mhmdm.m The best zoning is based on a
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