By H.D. KOONTZ Il
The News Record Editor

The walls of the little theater inside
Madision County High School echoed
with impassioned pleas, angry ac-
cusations and determined threats
from parents during a public hearing
Monday night on the board’s propos-
ed school consolidation plan.

The Madison County Board of
Education listened to two hours of
speeches - some neatly written on
clean white paper; others straight
from the gut - presented by parents
from Spring Creek, Walnut, Mars
Hill, Hot Springs and Laurel.

Babies cried in the background.

Al times, it wasn'l prelty,

Literacy
Program
To Begin

By H.D. KOONTZ 11l
The News Record Editor
A new adult literacy program is set
to begin Sept. 15 at Walnul Elemen-
tary School.
The program is available free for

any paren!, grandparent or guardian

of a 3- or 4-year-old child who wishes
to earn his or her GED.

The Madison County Family
Literacy Program, explained leacher
Allegra Aylward, offers an oppaortuni-

ty for adults who have not earned a |

high school diploma or a GED a
chance to-do so at the same time a

pre-school program for 3- and 4-year-
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Some parents threatened to lake
their children out of the public school
syulam. Others said it would bé

“child abuse” to force elementary-
aged children to ride long’lrips on
school buses.

Some said drug dbuse would in-
crease at larger schools, and others
said some children would be left out
to become mere “numbers’ if
smaller schools were consolidated.

JOn the other hand, consolidation
could be more economical and save
taxpayers’ dollars in the long run,
and larger schools could provide big-
ger opportunities for enrichment to
students.

Speakers from all communities in

The | program, 10 be- at Walnut B
Elementary, will be held three days

~Contiityed on Page §

.se Longer

lul[san County spoke their piece,
with the exception of Marshall.

And the most vocal in the crowd of
nearly 200 jammed inside the little
theater came from the Spring Creek
area, where the board is considering
closing the elementary school at the
end of this school year.

If the consolidation plan, and hence
the closing of Spring Creek School, is
approved Sept. 13 when the board
promised to announce its final deci-
sion, the children now attending Spr-
ing Creek next year would have to at-
tend Hot Springs Elemtary School.

And that makes some Spring Creek
parents mad as hornels whose com-
munity nest has been stirred with a

Federal, State Probe
Nets Two Marshall Men

By H.D. KOONTZ il
The News Record Editor

Two Madison County men have
been arrested and charged in connec-
tion with a massive, federal-state in-
vestigation into black bear poaching
in the southern Appalachian moun-
tains,

The lwo were among 43 arresied
last week by state and federal wildlife
officials in Weslern North Carolina
and Tennessee and charged with bear
pom and illegally selling bear

Eﬂol’rmklin 23, of 1 Franklin
Mountain Rd., Marshall, was ar-

vesligation - “Operation Smoky'' -
involved state and federal agents
buying hundreds of poached bears
and gall bladders, claws, hides and
heads.

Gogburn said agents even bought a
bear cub during the operation in the
three-state area.

A bear's gall bladder, believed by
some in the Orient to be an
aphrodisiac, can bring as much as
$1,000 each on the illegal black
market in the Far East.

Gogburn said poachers usually get
between $35 to §75 for the gall blad-
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for use as health aids and
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hides for rugs and the claws for
jewelry,

Last week teams of state and
federal wildlife agents fannmed out
over Western North Carolina, Ten-
nessee and Georgia and arrested
more than 30 people. One was ar-
rested in Georgia and eight arrested
in Tennessee.

(Gogburn said all were arrested on
fedéral charges. State warrants are
expected in the next few weeks, he
said.

Charges are included in more than
100 state and federal warrants involy-
ing a loosely connected illegal black

bear poaching business in the

southern Appalachian Mountains.
The bears were shot or trapped for

their body parts, which were then
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Board of Education Chairman
Jewel Church said, though, no final
decision has been made, despite what
some people in the audience believed
Monday night,

Church said she has not reached a
final decision and added she did not
believe her colleagues on the board
had either.

The parents from Spring Creek - 14
spoke out - filled half the theater.
Just one said she favored the con-
solidation proposal.

Others prolested what they believ-
ed would be longer bus rides through
twisting mountain roads further
away from their homes.

Bus Routes
Nearly 200 Pack Hearmg On Proposed County School Consolidation Plan

Bill Barutio, who has acted as
spokesman for the Spring Creek op-
position in previous meetings, claim-
ed children from Max Patch near the
Tennessee-Carolina border would be
bused more than 40 miles to a school
at Hot Springs under the consolida-
tion proposal.

“All you have to do is get a
caleulator and add up the miles,"” he
told the board.

Barutio said an earlier state study
had recommended Spring Creek
School remain open rather than bus
children over "“some of the most
treacherous, narrow roads in North
Carolina.”

“The bottom line is the Spring
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ings,” Barutio said. *I have a petition
with 96 signatures of parents who say
they will not put their children on a
bus to go to a Hot Springs schoool.”

He said, as he has previously, that
some parents might form their own
private school rather than send their
children to Hot Springs.

A long line of Spring Creek parents
followed Barutio, with all but one in
oppasition to the proposed consolida-
tion. Most objected to the longer bus
rides, which many said made
children ill.

But Larry Stern, a Mars Hill Col-
lege professor, reminded those at the

-Continued on Page 8

Plan To Affect
Elementary Pupils

The Madison County Board of
Education’'s proposed school con-
solidation plan will affect school aged
children at all but the high sehool
level.

The proposal calls for:
*Consolidation of grades 6 through 8
throughout the county into one middie
school to be built in the Walnut-
Marshall area;

*The closing a Spring Creek Elemen-
tary School by the end of the 1988-89
school year;

*The . consolidation of grades K
through 8 at Spring Creek and Hot
Spnngs into one school at Hot bpr
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*The grade 6 through 8 students at the
proposed consolidated Hot Springs
school to be eligible to attend the new
proposed middle school at Walnut-
Marshall upon request by parent or
guardian;
*The reduction of enrollments at
Marshall (K through 3), at Mars Hill,
at Laurel, at Walnut and at Marshall
(grades 4 and 5);
*The consolidation of all grades 6
through 8 in the county, except for
Hot Springs-Spring Creek, into ane
consolidated middle school distriet or
area.

The board is expected (o announce
its decision concerning the plan Sept.
1% 3 . !

Weaverville
Book Sale

Saturday

‘Real Finds’
To Be Sold

By CHICK SQUIRE

Correspondent
There will be some real finds
among the 30,000 books on sale this
Saturday at the Weaverville Library
because the library skipped its
second-hand book sale last year.

The sale will be held from 9 a.m.

. until 5 p.m. Sept. 3.

About 10 Weaverville volunteers




