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PRESIDENT WILSON EXPL INS -
LEAGUE OF NATIONS COYENANT

—. v

Document Designed As Cure For Wars in the Fu-
; ture Adopted At Plenary Session After “the
President’s Speech—Most of Changes From
Original Draft ‘“‘Mere Changes of Phraseclogy
Ii-tended to Clarify the Document.”

Paris, April #9.—Following is the
text of President Wilvon's speech be-
{ure the plenary session of {He peace
tonference Loduy:

““Mr. President: When the wext of
Lhe coveanat of the lemgue of nalions
was last laid before you i had the
hon:r of Iitll“i’l‘ thpdcuvmlm in ex-
Lsnsion, wiil not detain you today
1> read the covenanl as it has now

.Leen alterud, but will merely take the

| berty of expluining to you some of
¢ miterutions that have been made.

“The report of the committee has
Lien circulated. You yourselves have
w1t hand the Laxt of the covenant, and
v.ill no doubt have noticed that most
+! the changes that have besn made
1.¢ mere changes of phraseclogy, ne
camnges of substance, and that, be-
t.des, that, most of the changes are in-
tended to clarify the documcnl or,

wather to make explicit what we all

Iave aswumed was implicit in the doc-
Lment as it was originally presented
tv you. But I shall take the liberty
ef ealling your attention to the new
features such as they are, BSome of
I.nu_l;_ I::vﬁcondderlblo,b r.h: “‘l :.rulfid.

" rst paragraph of article 1, is
rew. 1n view of thn? insertion of the
ctovenant in the peaco treaty, specific
provision ma to the signatories of the
treaty, who would become membera of
the league and also as ta noutral states
tv be invited to “sccede to the cove-
rant, were obviously necessary. ‘The
paragraph also provides for the meth-
od by which » neutrul state may sc-
cxde to the covenant,

“The third ph of article 1 is
rew, providing for the withdrawal of
any member of the lcugue on & notice
pven of two years.

“T'he socond pa h of article 4
s new, pruviding for a possible ln-

crouve /ipn the council, should other
powers be added to the of na-
twns whoss present is not

T oo laat ragraphs of article

e two of &
4 are new, pmm:g specifically for
one vole for each member of tho lea-
gue in the comncil, which was under-
stood before and provid also for
one Teprescntative o . membaer
of the > by *-“' 'h

s

incorporatis

P =t en for granted
“The vecond paragraph of articla 6
has had added te it that & majority of

ths sssembly m the ap-
pointment of the general,
“The first paragraph of Article 7,

names Guvneva as the seat of the les
gue and is followed by & wecond para-
graph which zives the counefl r
0 establish seat of the l:::l
elsewhere, should (L subsequently
deern hi‘ - &;dem !

L & parngmaph of article 7
is new, establishing equality of em-

monl: o‘fl::m and women, tis

» DYy l“‘“

%.l second paragraph of article
14 is new, inasmuch us it undertakes
to give instances of dispules which are
generally suitable for xubmission to
arbitration, instances of whut have
latterly been called ‘justifiable’ ques-
tions.

“The eighth
15 ls new. |
rogarding domestic jurisdiction, that
where the council finds that a question
arising out of an international dispute
affects matters which are ciml, an-
duu:.:o &:mstlc jurisdiction of one
or other parties it is to report to
inat cffect and make no m..f.';m.

L.
“The last parsgra of artiele 16
providing for ‘an expulsion
from t&o lcague in certain extraor-
dinury circumstances.

‘:#h.ruclo 21 di.l Dew, .

i pecon TRETR of article
£2 inpurts the w’:m mPI: d to
mundatories, and who are wi to
accept it,” thin explicitly intreducing
the principle that a mandate ean not
b: fo upen a nation unwilling
t accept it.

“Article 23 is a combination of sev-
¢.al former articles and also contalna
ti.s following:

“A clause providing for the just
t..alment of abori , & clause Jook-
lug toward a prevention of the w
si.ve traffic and thoe traffic of -opi-
via, and @ clause Jooking toward pro-
g.2m in International prevention and
control of disease.

“Article 26 specifically mentions
tiie Red Crom as omd of the interna-
tiznal organizations which are Lo con-
n.et thelr work with the werk of the

k.xsn

ol the covenunt by a majority of the
slotes composing -L assombly, instead
oi three-fourths of the states, though
it does not change the requirement in
thatl mattar with regard to the vote in
the council.

““The second paragraph of article 26
is also new, and was at the
ruquest of the Braxilian’
in order to aveld cortaln constitution-
al dificulties. It permits any member
of the” league to dissent from an &
::.I-nd-m. the .l:n dwneh dissent

ng withdrawsl from the lesgue.”

“And the annex s added giving the
namns of the signatories of treaty,
who become members, and the names
of the states invited to mcceds to the
0o These are all the changes,
1 which are of moment.

. Prealdent: 1 take the oppor-
tanity te move the following resoln-
tions in order Lo earry out the provis
lewm of the covenant. You will notice

first secretary-general be chosen
s conference. I aleo provides
t the Arst cholco of the foar mem-
a:ﬁl::tnﬂomuhhﬂﬁd to
ETeal powers on the counell

{a left to this ce nbe,
“1 pove, ‘'ore, thal the fivst
lunurymnldc‘.nwl“

Article 26 ﬁmits the amendment .4
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