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LEGEND OF THE POINSETTIA

Asheville Times.
Written by the late Mrs,J, . Canty
of Galveston, and eontrib by her
daughter, Mrs. A, M. Beville of
Waynesville. .

The writer is very much indebted
to Mrs. Annie Melntosh Beville for
contribution to this Department for
the beautiful Legend of the Poin-
settin which she has preserved for
many years, it being a literary pro-
duction of her mother, the late Mrs,
Ruth M. Canty of Galveston. Mras.
Beville, who has been a resident of
Norvth Carolina for many years, her-
self a Georgian by birth, is greatly in
love with things literary which per-
tain to the life of our own Southland.
She inherited the taste for the beau-
tiful in the world of language. She
has given to this work several poems
of considerable merit among her
best being:

“The Violet,” “Twilight Time,”
“When Autumn Struts  Her Stuff.”

For those who have been interest-
ed in the various songs, stories,
poems and legends which have been
deemed suitable material  for this
Department, I wish to express my
appreciation to Mrs. Beville for these
coniributions and for the preserva-
tion of the beautiful Legend of the
Poinsettia, which was discovered '
828 by J. Robert Foinset, himself a
native of the Carolinas.

“Legend of the Poinsettia™ :

The plant in appearance is & mass
of long, slender stéems surounded by
lnrge, blood red blooms.

The singulsr part sbout these ap-
parently ‘gorgeous flowers - is that
they arc not flowers at mll, but only
the ¢ 4] voew of leaves, that withgut
Yy “6f reason” have suddenly
themselyes a glory that
tomes why and how no man ean say
The 1egend runneth thus:

Many long years agd,
poinsettia received the

hefore
name by

“which We know it as their Christmas

flower, and attuining its perfection
near the great feust of the nativity
it is wed jp quantities to decorate
the churches and chapels. Not al-
ways_gdid the plant bear on its reed-
like .cines heads of brilliant bloom,
for ‘onee it was a tommon weed, hav-
a flower only little bunch

pods that these dgys forg
of tne splendid “C

of yellin:
the ceoe

rose.” . L ,-
The special Christmas-tide, at
which the poinsettia received jts

crown of glory, was fast approaching
@and the faithful in all' the Iangd were

,ywpnrmg to pay homage to the na-

tiwt‘y of Christ,
noak “where

"?‘ln&l church had- a
-_-4 P 38 "Bunds had built a crib and

ed thercin an image of an Infant
mnb as realistic as possible the

e 4 memory . a0 the birth supernal,

All thiough the hours of this eve
of thevbleased duy the streels of a
Mexiean town were filled with eager,

‘boro celebrated their golden woddin;‘

-dition_to the widow six children sur-
vive,

the 7
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v. John P. Yorboro, Faiher of Lo-

ral Weman, Is Stricken Wiih
Hcart Trouble.

Windock (Wash.,) heua.

The Rev. John P, Yarboro, aged 74,
father of Mrs, Ray Sweeney of Win-
lock, was strvigken suddenly with heart
trouble at hiz home at Nspavine last
Fiiday evening. The aged pastor
died while preparing a sermon which
hie was to have preached Sunday. He!
had been a vesident of Lewis county
gince 1904 and at one time was pas-
tor of the local Baptist church. Since
leaving here he had always been a
frequent visitor. Mr. and Mrs. Yar '
anniversary two years ago. In ad-
Marion Yarboro of Olympia,;
Mrs. Ed Boardmsan of Hoquain, Mrs.
Eddie Aldrich of Roseburg, Ore.;
Mrs, Ray Sweeney of Winlock, Mrs.
Carl Miller of Waynesville, N. C., and

Mrs, B AL Prow of Sylva N € One
son died in youth,

John Pinkney Yarboro was born at'
Waynesville, N. C., November b, 1853,/
He was married to Margaret Kilby en'
October 15, 1874, Mr. Yarboro had,
been a member of the Baptist church!
from the time he was 16 years old!
and ‘he had been in the minisury for!
more than 40 vears. His last rt-gw1
ler pastorate. was held in Aliaunu.l
where he went on aceount of the jl]i
health of his wife. In later years he'
withdrew from active work. He wils |
cunply pasior at Gate, Wash,, at the
time of his death. F

The funeral was held Sunday after-
noon from the loesl Baptist church,!
with Rev. A. I, Pierce, local pastor,!
and Rev. J, T. Cowlyof Nopavine as-
sisting, and with the Rev. Mr, God-!
win of Chehalis preaching the funeral
sermon.  Funeral arvangemonts were
in charge of Cattermoles of this city,!
with huriul in the local cemetery.

Among those visiting Asheville |
last Thursduy were: Mesdames W. L.
Haidin 8. T. Neal, C. M_Dicus, J. R.!
Thomas, J. P. Dicus, E. L. With('n.]

o+ ‘hre Thackston, R, H. . Blaskwell, ‘T, L

Gwyn, J. Hi Wavy dr, Bess: Penny,'
Misses Jean West, Jané Love Miteh-
¢ll and Diana Black,' |

of beautiful flowers, The little heart
thrilled with love and hely desire and
she longed for just one fine Aower
that she also might give something
to the blessed infafit. But he was too
Not. one penny did she own
Lo buy a bloom, and wild things that
she could vluck were not fit t0 give
Him!
Evening Had Come

At last evening had come and the
child still wept, because the beauti-
ful thing she craved vcould npever be
hers.

Suddenly her grief was stayed, for
an angel stood beside ber and usked
why she wus so unhappy when peace
and joy and good wil man should

jlulul'!I

The
ufk the plant
your dbor and give that to our

-
hel“’ Sorrow.

angel  said,
that grows by
Lord,

*Oh," said the child, her face again

b-ow.ng sad, "l can not lay a-weed

among the sweet flowers at the
church.' And the vision spoke,
“Feur not to make your offering,

poor though it deemx to you, ‘tis nof
e heaviy of the gitt, but the love
that prompta it that pleases that
Saceea Meart.

The angel” disappeared as the last
word” was uttered, but . the child

worshippers, who bore masses . of Bhediently gathered the Jweeds and

fragrant flowers to deck the sScred

~ edifices, children followed: ther el

ders, car their sweet offerings “
to lay before the cribi “They could
not give too much - devotion to thp,
Christ child, far wag it not, on his
Mﬂbm that  the' gogd saint, " patron

all ‘children, oty 'dnw:h.}

maﬂl.'c Lent - ‘her &
ref has e ”&
_kpecs™to setive, For a mement ber ..o

weanded lu.-r ¥ to the vhu again
It - was- ntly: ¥t now am! filled

WG ..q ahtppars, but she logked nol
o the right nor the. left. Straight

ead she saw the place where the
infant Savior lay, and to that spot
ehe made por way and put Her hum-
ble gifsdn the nidst of thal mass of
tm‘@éal “hloom!! |
and w\]!pdred
prayer, then rose from her

e reitéd on’ ‘he ' spit “whete' she

/ ‘gift.  What miraelé was
his? - The, weeds indeed, were there,
ir: aipund their smallyellow fowers

"Mrs, E. L. McKee, of Sylva; President of the North Carolina

Bnying the PFirst Chrlﬂmu Seals in the 1926 Campaign from

Alice Dills Weaver,

cable disehee! This uulnmlding Inct
arouses ug to the necessity of imme-
dlate action. What a wonderful, what
& Messad thing It Is"that#hrongh the!
Whitlsloga. Seal Sale wo have nt hand
the m#% for relleving, ifn a large
measure, this distressing situation,
Three-tourths of (he proceeds from
the sules are retnined for local use,
providing freeh milk and hot lunches

The annual sale of Christmas B'a{
hae enlisted always the Interest and
kearty co-operation of North Carolina
Ol Women, ‘The approaching Yuld-
tide sesson brings agaip the oppog-
tunity of taking an active part in the]
eplendid work which the Christmas
Seal represents.  Indeed, the 1920
campalgn holds a special appeal to
womed, ag the work this year will be

lin their name

Fedevation of Woven's Club
!!er Idatll‘.‘ Nle{'E.

solely on the gross amount of your
—n other words  Upon your own

Tavls.

i golden oppor

il

£ ub women. this i
thooe Jitle
I wrge you to put you
best effoita into the 1928 cumpaige
for the sale of Christmns seuals.

CHTRUDE DILLS MeKEE,

ity to seve unes,

centralized on children for these school children In order ) R . )
Three bLundred thousand under-| that (hey may be hrought up to the ent North: Cavolint Fed
nourished wchool ehildren in North proper standards of health. ‘The i 0f Women's Clubs,
Carolina, nid cach one of them a prey amount ¥ou hive 1o spend on the chil- North Cnraling,
to and a carrler of every communi-| dren In vour own community depends! | coiher 2nd, 1024,
LETTERS TO SANTA CLAUS " RATCLIFF COVE CLIPPINGS  ure up to the standurd o3 WONIE:1OL
. his predecessors, he touches on most
Clyde, N, C,, Dee. 10 1 The year nineteen hundred and-important questions and offers :I”m;.
o N, UG, A nunk

twenty-six is drawing to a ¢lose and

Dear Sunta Claus:
a whole one

I am = little girl nine vears
and in the third grade. of the
I have been a good girl and helped We have not been visited by any se-
my mama S0 maybe you will come to us gpidemivs. The agricultural
T want & little doll ked and j,terests have been blessed with an
trunk and a toy stove, some candy, ybhundant crop gn all products of the

alil got¢s down in history as

wrosperous years in decades,
I I h

rEeL e,

r.ur-]: oranges, banunns amd o pins form and as condition as they now
apple, SN . )
pﬂ'n\*‘ Santa you mist come in the exiut If_ the people will use ;:Im.d
f“.,“.,’ ’dnnr ‘",,' i i ie o ey judgment and economy there is
small for you to mmef dﬂwn} " plenty stored mway to carry | them®
. theough nneother yeur wthout® gumg

Your little girl,

BERTHA JANE TQWLES somaewhere else for their home sup-

plies, thus enabling them to lay up

Waynesville, N. (0., Dec. 13, 1926 something for a rainy day, and in

fe, N..(., Dec. 13, 1926, ny.
Dear Santa Claus: case of emergency, 1t is true, some
sections of our couptry have been

little girl eight years old;
gging to school. T want you to bring visited by storms and floods, earry-

me & big doll, set of dishes, a kitch. IDE much destruction of property and

eij cibinet, a stove, doll bed and doll 1059 of life, while we as people of
f*arﬁngwa, a ring, atovg book, candy, the mountain section through the
cianges, bananak  Bring anything Wwell directed hand of an alwise prov-
else Santa you will bring. Don't idehee, we have not ‘been visited by
foiget the othep little Fm, and boys. MY serious calamities. All of which
I will be ghod until you get here. '\ W 45 4 people should bé tlunltf_ul
D and render unto Him due reverence in

¥y recogniging  Mis manifoll blessings
, TU26, that He hnﬁ gianted unto us, .
i koo ¥t We are nowentering into another
B 8ld. 1 Christmas holiday” and  we as «
i ¢ 4 -tefs Chrisilan nation showld realize the-
. idalhn gieat importance of this event when

. on the greajest proclamation that Wiy

hnd dom “even dilivers] ta e human race,
‘gister, and a.m for- "Pesce on Earth ' and good will to
jindmutlm mana’. men' dnd wé a5 u people should del-
stocking, tooj 4', ;ebrate this event in a manner be-

ttle § fitting the so)

I'm a

Wayneavill
Dear Santa C k5
T'rh, 8 ﬁtth ﬂrl'.f

cyeley’
cabi

&-ﬁ-ﬂm
sent jn his anmual.
it _does not meas.

‘*‘ s

which we
Congress Lo

suggestions
well for
1 <I.|l\' r

timely
would  be the
seriously cur from a more jpar
tizsay standpoint and guibble the time

matters which would

nway in minor

not benefit the people as a whole.
Sherely Francis was taken to the

Meriwetiher hospital at Asheville Inst

week wheve he uanderwent a very go-

SOME SAFETY THOUGHTS FOR
THE CHRISTMAS SEASON
The Christmas season, that period

of the year when joy and happiness

should reign supreme and gladness

|never be dimmed by accident or ad-

versily, is now knocking at our doors
and will be here nlmost before we are
ready for it.

At this time, before we enter tnto

| the preparation for the holidays and
 bhefore the time we will be permitted

“to participate
| mastide
(Lo stop

jule or
{Tor safety

"too

:mnl--nu] fol
o set the

“unly the utmost enution prevail.

in the various Christ-
events it may be well for us
and think quietly just a min-
two over some simple rules

That Christmas Tree: Do not dec-
with filmsey material hung
candles  or lights. Don't
your tree with paper, cot-
any inflammable material.
tinsel or other non-inflammable
devorations and be sure
securely so that the
even the “grown-ups*
things ecannot tip it

orinte It
nenr
devorate
tan  or

Use

free
children  and
in reaching for
over,

Do not use catton {H1]
snow. If you must
powdered mica o

Do whur
tricity can be substituted. Fven with
the wuse of clectric  batteries they
would be far safer thun the use of
used lot
Do
permit children to light or re-
light the ecandles. They frequently
set fire to  their clothing instead.
Don't leave the matches with reach
of the children. Candles are meant
lighted and if children ean get
they will experiment with
them.  They imitate therr slders.
Detter eaution *“Dad”™ and “Orother”
to be vureful with cigar
etle stubs too,

represent
have s=now use
asbestos  fibre.

il ure  camdles, elees

cindles, T candles are

not

to be
mutches

and cigar-
roanain in-
holidays,
when leaves
A Inrge num
Janvury Trom

allow trees o
building after
ignites veadily
are vy,

v not
dde of thie
Tha
and hianche

tree
ber of llvex gecur in
this cause,

decorstions

too noear

I ol use
Eis jels o
kind

Fisamine the

weRr apen
lights of any

wiring which leads to

light= w«ed for decorative purposes,
See to it that it is safe.

Let 1he l.nnm church, schesl orv
store be warm, bot look out for over

hesited stoves and nipes,

— -
MR8 HANNAH ENTERTAINED
Mrs, Willam T. Hannah defight-
fully  entertwoned  at  her home on'

afternoon with three tables of
The vccasion being the cele-

Friiday
bridge

vious. opperation of the head. I 4 Lol e her birthday. The hoeme
,c-lemm% fun-l several duy h ' was heautiful ih Jts’ decorstine of
wetly, little hope of e JEEONRTT -II. white roses and potted plants,
nt last Yep it hi= chances were very At the conclusion of the game Mis.
hopeful, h".‘-‘fs ) Hariy Hall wns holder of high seore
Mr. Horace VooFrencis who ’l' and was presented an attraotive card
2 position: in the Wov gment ho holder and trump indiceton: Miss
tal at Otzen is spentipg s few dayr g o Thomaez was Jucky in C‘l-.ltu“g
nt home. the consolation and was awarded
Wishing 1ne Mountaineor and all dainly handkerchiefs. :
jtd readers a meryy Christmns and Mrs, Hannah  scrved  hex goastsa
happy New Year, SAGE. with u delicious salad courae™with'its

TUESDAY BRIDGE CLUB MEY
Mys, Margaret Holland waa chirm.
ing hostess to the Tuesday Bridge
¢lub ot the home of her parents, My,
and Mrs. J. P. Francis. The home
was artistically decornted with holly
wreaths &t the windows amd vases
of holly and mistletoe. - Attractive
Christmas u!hes m-rg pt E‘b&l‘lﬂ!ﬂ the
guests.. - - -
After ac\'ernl plng:wlonﬂ th
prize was won by Mrs, J. Hayes

Alley, which was " dainty md&er- gravel

chief, *

Mrs, Holland, assisted by her uiv

ter, Mrs. Penny, served a tempting A Ne
~salad coursg.

ing were:
Huyes

ﬂhlboﬂl Smathers,  Janié
Jane Love  Mitchell snd

_membership is guwin

Mesdumes J. e ong
, Jolm Swift, Jr., Mar- the Yy
n accordance to garet Holland, Tom Lee, Ir, Missgs' /1

nirments, "
Haninah's

Those  accepting Mrs,
hospitality were: Mesdames J. R,
Thomae, M. H., Redves, Harty thl,
Bell, Roy Francis, J. W, Scavery
Ghat los

Shell, - Misses Robina l(il]

Thomas, Grace Hipps, 'F :ﬂ

Mangum and Dorathy Thomas. -
1

WAYNESVILLE (‘(}UN'I‘I\’ CLUB 4
The \Vlmi"t CDW”

WL

Sara

few" &

to the club
pleted.. " e o

tfuebn
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