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Reading Habils

Every now apd then yvou notide soii
TR ;:.'-'--1’ the roadiinye banits ol the 1-|11|1j!
today.,  The record ol book sales recently
.-:!;:1‘-|L‘--rl by Marshall Fields aml Compiny
shich el be taken as a0 Laar yvardastivk vl

the conntry’s reading habiats, shows w preal
in reading.
Children, it is said, dre reading

today as well as their elders, thun ever e

Herensy
more

fore. Books about forvign countries in
which the war is being fought are said to
have become more popular than at any

time in the past.

The Waynesville Public Library had the
largest number of readers and largest cir-
culation in the history of the institution last
year. The readers came from every section
of the county.

There are many explanations for these
changes,  People are not riding with gaso-
fine and tire rationing. They are spending
more evenings quictly at home. They have
paturally turned to reading,

With the there has been a stimula-
11on the Bibles, for
more interested in religon. Cookhooks are
said to be increasing in popularity, for with
rationing of food, menus must be carcfully
planned, with the meat substitute ever in
mind.

Textbooks specialized subjects are
being sought, for with the training the
men are getting in the army, and the many
highly technical jobs that have been brought
about by increased production, now open to
the public in general, persons sceking em-
ployment are more studious, They must
know their subject.

So in refuge from the turn to
books for both information and the pleasure
they give us, as they open up new worlds
to us in this hour of stress. They help to
steady our nerves.

The Old Gray Bonnet

Lesser things have started a revolution.
l.et today British women hardly look up
from their work. Only one new hat every
three years, under the new quota! Undoubt-
edly the Government held its breath. But
nothing happened. The earth continued to
turn upon its axis. The stars held firmly to
the skies. The sun ran its accustomed
course.

It is, indeed, a new world. One in which
men and women have become adaptable,
more resourceful, more versatile. Only one
hat in three years! Instead of shrieking
in protest, the average woman today accepts
the inevitable with fortitude and proceeds
to trim it over so cleverly that no one would
ever know it was the same “inevitable” that
she wore last year.

In fact, it is doubtful if such an edict
would cause very much more of a furor in
the United States, what with bandanas,
snoods, fascinators to save the day. The
chapeau, you may have noticed, is not the
formal creation that it once was. Indeed,
a mere cluster of artificial flowers, affixed
to the pompadour frequently becomes a hat
to all intents and purposes. Or it may be
a perky velvet bow or piece of fur.

So if “coupon 55" suddenly becomes good
for one hat for the duration, American
women will probably take the news with
the same calmness expressed by their Brit-
ish sisters. The old gray bonnet will under-
go an overhauling, and come out looking
like & new model. Men will still pretend to
be amazed at the result.—Christian Science

Monitor.
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Fires

Our sympathy was with the city fire de-
partment personnel last week when the
public tried to rush the grandstand, so to
speak, at the scenes of the fires which occur-
red in the community.

It must have been more than annoying
for the firemen to have to push their way
through the crowds in order to do their
work, when the coast should have been clear
for them.

We recall not so muany vyears ago whep
the city firemen altempted to educate the

people to the fact that they were not walllwl:

at fires. Their pluce was safely at home,
removed from the scene of the conflagra-
Lion.

There are usually just S0 many persons

needed to get a lre under control and the
aumber of trained firemen in most cases is
adequate facts have told the
public many times in the past, but apparent-
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I behadt of the public we Leel thal none
af  us has completely recoverad Trom Lhe
explosion of last July, and that we are more
conscious ol what o hre can do than we

once were, and that alarm brings 1t all back
fo us that night.

Regardless of the triendly interest that
prompt Lo remember
that we are not wanted, for we hinder, in-
stead of help. So the next time you hear
the fire alarm, just sniff the air, to see that

Ly us visit a lire,

it ig not your own house or your next door
netrhbor's, and then turn over aod o buek
that 1% 11 under the vir-
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Nutril i_un

I oany person o Haywood County

Ler il

properly during the coming year 1l
will e on their own shoulders, for with the
county agents preaching day in and day
out the gospel of the Vietory Gardens and
the health department now on our heels
ahout nutrition, vy wiven the
warning,

We would say that both are a silver lin-
ing in the dark war clouds. [t means that
we are going to pay more attention to our
dietary habits. We once heard a well known
physician say that “if people ate the proper
food, the doctors would have little to do.”

The government is going to aid us in
studying food values. We are going to be
shown how foolish it is to cater to the
whims of the palate instead of what our
bodies need in the matter of nourishment.

There might have been a time, not so0
distant when it fell on the wife to be con-
corned more with the food supply than the
rest of the family., The 1943 picture has
changed, for with the war production plan,
it will take the whole family to supply the
labor and work that will go into the gardens
and the conservation and preservation of
foods.

We are all going to make a close study of
food values. We are not going to waste
our energy in the hot sun this summer and
over the sweltering heat of the cook stove
canning unless we are certain of the value
of the product and what it will mean in
health giving essentials.

The men in the armed forces are not the
only ones in training in America. We are
scheduled for training courses whether on
the front line of battle or on the back line
at home,

W hoen

Service

If anyone in the audience it the Red Cross
Rally at the courthouse on Thursday night
had any doubts about the service of the
American Red Cross either at home or
abroad, they must have gone away with all
doubts banished, after hearing Miss Jane
Hashagen speak.

Miss Hashagen brought the boys wound-
ed in hospitals far away from home very
close, as she told of the needs of the boys
and how the Red Cross took the place of
their families as nearly as they could.

The reports of the work of the local chap-
ter were gratifying and showed how much
the Haywood County folks wvalue what the
Red Cross is doing today.
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1T we have heard one person say
you know | surh  and
ach o thing to eut this week and
I swildenly realized 1t was ratiom-
Wl we hoave heard a dozen
funny the things we can
wivee up with a laugh . . . for there
e s0 many luxuries that we may
miss but we will soon forget, but
this mutter of food is no joke, . . .
It has been interesting to see that
the ecity papers are carrying just
n< much about gardening and the
necessity of preservation of food
as the country papers . . . they say
that cabbages sprouted on the tops
of bomb shelters in England
nmd that “hands that swung the
golf club reached to puwk up the
hoe' L L and that “nimble hingoera
that danced over typewriter keys
took on the task of weeding™ . . .
Who would have ever thought the
lowly dricd bean would have reach-
ol =such a state of high prestige
as b i fast attaining, comes to
mind as we realize how they tear
doswn your puint <ystem
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With the blackout practice fresh
in our minds the following
Air Raid Precautions may prove of
interest . . . they are not original,
but were contributed to us by a
friend of this column . . .

In case of an air raid alarm run
like H—— [t doesn’t matter
where you run, so long as you run
like H——. [If you're inside, run
outside . . . if you're outside, run
inside.

It is suggested that you equip
yourself with track shoes, so you
will experience no difficult in get-

you,

Always make the most of air
raid alarms:

If you are in a bakery—grab a

If you are in a bhar -grab a
hottle,

If you are in a movie
blonde.

During air raid alarms, always
vell bloody murder, it adds to the
confusion and scares H—— out of
the kids and the old ladies.

If you find an unexploded bomb,
shake it—there might be something
wrong with it

If an incendiary bomb should
happen to fall in your neighbor-
hood, throw gasoline on it, you
can’t put it out and you might as
well have fun with it

Always eat garlic, onions or
limberger cheese before entering
air raid shelters. It will make
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Rambling Around

Bits of this, that and the other
picked up here, there and yonder.

By W. CURTIS RUSS
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e, W, T Crawford—"Yes, 1
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and muke short order

and get it over.”

th army
o the war

fawl Martin—"Yes, 1 would, for
v large majority of them are uf-
fienently physically qualified.”

hres George 1 eertainly would
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Pk a1 s well as the younger |
nes .
Wee 4. X Kelfeth==1 wuuld not

v, beeanse pencrilly '~}Ii':l.k‘
[ o nat think they are physi-

Ity i, bt T o think there are
Lepgere hues C o Lhee servicr
i '.in'l\.' vould serve”
I lierm a i n"-ll_ \l]:".' oy
i gilwavs stall at u o busy
miiter=ection whilee that kowd of vop
= uin duty?

Love s blind and that's why it
tumbles mto so many pitfalls.

vs. War

By FRANK SMATHERS

I Woritten For

It s
man o imagine himself the quali-
tfied spokesman and champion of all
men, eapecially  when  discussing
und dediding what 1= hest for man-
kind and his world,

Today Americans are not
only blest but persistently blitzed
with free advice and advisers, so
one more self appointed guardian
will not disturb the destiny of man
the harmony of his universe,
henee this bold vinture on my part,

frec

ar

What the ordinary middle class
man of Main Street thinks and |
fecls about conditions and  politi-

cians in Wishington may be sum-
narized  somewhat o this  fash-
inn
For the want of a better defin-
twn and deseviption, the man of
Mair Strece divides politicians in-
to three wencral  elassifieations:
zood, bad and indifferent, The lat-
ter two are an the majority, and
it is they that are indicted. With
tespect to the rank and file of la-
bor, agriculture and industry,
haowever, the great majority of
these are good, though many are
eagily and often misled. But the

The

Mountainerr)

vasy  und vutural for one magocity of the leaders of l]‘lt-m:!

man arce not good, and they too are
condemned,

While all high s=echoul students
know that Politics and War will
not mix or work  together, yet

Washington politicians continue to
think and play Politics all through
the week but on Sundays they
think of War and pray for Peace,
No demnocratic nation ecan effec-
tively fight a war abroad and at
the <ame time cigage in a political
civii war st home Most of us
hoped  and expected our govern-
mentl would, after Full clections,
down to the grim business
of prosocuting this total war with-
unt regard to polities, or any furth-
vr fear of oar fuvor and
faurm blocks —but, in that they
bave been radely disappointed.
=till

to labwor

Labor s free to strike for
Irivolous  rveasons and  rights, or
for higher wages, which it does,
und gets, far ton frequently for the
eeonomic and military good of the
nation; while farm blocks, with
equal success, continue to terrorize

and control Congress, and, as a
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Unecle Sam is ureme g
crops than ever before, ad

course, it takes North Carolin

T always get in the front ik

the records. Thi= time s
record for a crop s broke
October the I)H.b:\- Crop i
Carolina comprised the
number ever recorded in the
with 8,937 being addod tthep
lation,

Licutenant  Willinm Ma
now serving in the Nuaval R
told friends here this wek

when he returned to Wayns
he could tell them a lite
about the ocoan.  He s o

ed his training and goes inty o
sea duty.

Last Friday three of theld
“heaviest men™ called uponth
tioning board on the third i
the court house.  \lter pull

three flights of <l )
abwat ‘breathless.  7hor (a®
deluyed long enougn Tor
cateh “their wind

result we have hig inid b

wages for labor,
higher prices for tool o

stoppages and slow lowne i
production and transpnoris

vital supplies to our A%
fighters.
Of course, al] this cun med

one thing—a longer warn s
terrible sacrifice of precos
and a wanton waste of s
And for what purpese B s
suffering and sacrifice? ¥
know the shocking and
answer is simply this: "0
selfish groups and blocks, 0F 8
pease the pique, whim, or |
cal greed of Washingion 7
cians, now burning with 3
desire to win the Prosidesid
tion of 1944." o
The results of last ;!"=:

tions have not L
slackened political
Washington, but, on e
have greauy j-?'r“]'-"'i and
hanced it. Republian 0%
have whet their ap; {"'._
er successes, while defvais @
ocrats have frightemid thif
a political frustration 8o
ation, wherein they spli W
strike each other with ﬂ-‘”
than they fling at it ”.p

publicans, the Japs of
mans.

It is just too bad that oo
ington politicians, 0ur Ia
ers and other power and
mad men cannot be COME
fight the Japs and the

with their bare fists, and %
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