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The Shenandoah Valley is dotted
with old mansions, some well pre-
served, others wearing away with
the ravages of time.  Their build-
ers and owners, who lavished much
upon them, are gone, They have
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will pass on

changed hands,
in which you now live,
te others,  Yes, vour house is go-
ing to be for sale some time

But this magnificent architecture
of the Almighty stands as a monu-
ment ta the of God's
handiwork. '

Each night against a backpround
of skitful floodlighting in chang-
ing shades, and accompanied by
musie obtained from amplified re-
cordings of great musical master-
picces, a voice echoes through the

permanchce

lofty arch repeating the grandest
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TODAY'S LESSON begins by
the quatation from Exodus of the
first of the ten commandments:
“Thou shalt have no other gods
before Me” This commandment
spemed very hard for the Israel-
Ites to keep, They were always be-
ing tempted to make themselves
iminges and worship them Possi-
hiv they could not see God, and
felt, In their childishness, that if
thevy macle something that was
vizsible to human eves, they would
be safer The fact that their God,
Jehovah, had brought them out of
bondage in Egypl, had watched
over them and had given them
many signa that He was with
them, slipped  their mindz, and
they were always wandering from
the straight and narrow path of
loyaity to Jehovah

Do you remember the story of
Joshua who succeeded Moses as
the Ieader of the Jewish people,
remninding them that they owed
evervihing to the Lord and asking
that they decide whom they would
fiilllow — their own God who had
done sn much for them, or the
heathen gaods of the peopls about
them? As for him, Joshua said, he
amd his house would serve the
Lorid

“And the people answered and
sall, God forbid that we should
forsake the Lord, to serve other
ponlst

Joshua told them they could not
serve God and others, for if they
harm would come ta them,

they relterated that they
ild seeve the Lord. Then Joshua
&1 “Ye are witnesses against
yourselves that ye have chosen
you the Lord, to serve Him, And
they said, w:_» are witnesses." It
was not long after this, alas, that
they turned from the God they had
sworn to serve, and were bowing
themselves again to heathen gods.

Jesus Is Tempted

After Jesus' baptism by John
the Baptist He retired to the wil-
derness and there was tempted by
Siatan. The last temptation was to
how himself to Satan and worship
him. If He would do so the whole
world would be His, said Satan.
Jesus' answer was: “'Get thee
hence, Satan: for it is written
Thou zhalt worship the Lord thy
God, and Him only shalt thou
serve.”

In His teaching on the Mount
Jesus told the people, “No man
cAn serve two masters: for either
he will hate one, and love the
other, or else he will hold to one,
and despise the other. Ye cannot
gerve God and mammon.” We
know this is true. Just as a hoy or

liel,
and

girl eannot devole their time to
play and make good marks in

school, or & man devote himself
entirely to making money and pay
no attention to living a gond lifa
and trying to follow Jesus, can be-
come a good Christlan.

Again Jesus reiterates the Im-
portance of that law, love of God,
when He said to the lawyer who
agked Him which was the first and
greatest of the commandments,
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart, and with all
thy soul, and with all thy mind.

“"This Is first and great coms-
mandment.

“And the second is like unto it,
Thou shalt love thy neighbor as
thyself.

“On these two commandments
hang all the law and the proph-
els™

If you love God and try to do
His will, it ollows naturally that
you will love your fellow men and
treat them accordingly

Nowhere to Lay His Head

Jesus illustrates the devotion
needed to be a follower of His
when a man came to Him saying
he would follow the Lord, and
Jesus reminded him that it would
not be easy. “"Foxes have holes,
and birds of the sir have nests;
but the Son of man hath not whera
to lay His head”

Another man whom Jesus in-
vited to follow Him, begged off
beecause he wanted to stay with
his father—"bury his father,™ the
term is, but it really meant to stay
with him until he died. Still an-
other said he would faollow the
Lord but first he must bid his
family farewell. Jesus told him
that “No man, having put his hand
to the plough, and looking back, is
fit for the kingdom of God.”

In fact, Jesus said that God and
His work must come hefore every-
thing else in life-—even the family
One must follow the right, even if
it meant alienation from the fam-
ily. "And whosoever doth not bear
his cross, and come after Me, can-
not he My disciple.” Sacrifices, no
matter how great, are necessary
to become a loyal child of God and
follower of the Master,

The last part of our lesson tells
of Lthe parable of the man who had
invited some [riends to supper. As
was customary, when the feast
was ready, he sent a courier to tell
them and bid them come to his
home. But, very rudely they began
to make excuses, one saying he
had bought a piece of land and
must look It over; another that he
wanted to try out some oxen he
had purchased, still another that
he had just been married and
could not leave his wife.

The host became angry and tola
his servants to invite then the halt,
lame and blind—beggars—to the
feast and later to insist that oth-
ers too come, who, perhaps, would
not feel worthy to enter the rich
man's house. So it Is in the church.
Rich and influential people are in-
vited to become children of God,
but often they are too busy to ac-
cept the invitation. The sinful and
needy, whom these first often de-
spise, come, and reap the reward.

Dis.slvuted by King Features mamu. Ine.
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