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Dine and Dance

--- At The - - -

Betty Jean Club

PALACE OF GOOD FOOD
Two Miles Out on Highway 19.23
Open Every Night from 5:00 P M. - 2200 A, m,
Featuring: - - - @ WESTERN STRAKS
® SEAFOODS
® CHICKEN
@® CHOPS

BEEIR AT ALL TIMES - - - EXCEPT SUNDAY

WE CATER TO SPECIAL PARTIES

No Minimum or Federal Tax Charge Between 5 and B

Our Cards Express Your

Thoughtfulness

Whether it be the first or fiftieth anniversary
card you seek—you’ll find it here. Birthday
greetings both comic and sentimental are our
specialties. Add a little spot of cheer to the life
of an ill friend with one of our gay convalescent
cards. Our greeting cards will express for
you—how much you care. Come today.

Phone 73 3 Main Sireet
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Your telephone rate is law and it is the earnest desire
of your Telephone Company to keep it low,

While your rate has remained the same for many years,
the total cost of furnishing {elephone service has steadily
gone up, Since 1941 our expenses for North Carolina
operations have inereased more than 102 per cent, while
revenues increased only 76 per cent.

Wages Up $2,311,415

Much of the increase in expenses is represented by wages,
since wages make up the greater part of the cost of fur-
nishing telephone service. In keeping with the general
trend of wage increases throughout the country and to
assure through competent personnel the provision of an
adequate service, telephone wage rates have been raised
2,311,415 in North Cardlina in the past 12 months.

Since the first of this year, 36,000 new telephones have
been installed in North Carolina, but 23,000 people are
still waiting for telephones. Thiz demand forces us to
build new facilities now, in the face of high costs. The
cost of erecting buildings has jumped 75 to 100 per cent;
the cost of erecting telephone facilities is up 45 to 60
per cent and the cost of telephone materials has increased
15 to 25 per cent. Despite these high costs we must
continue to improve telephone serviee generally, and to
expand it. Our plans call for gross expenditures of an-
proximately 340,000,000 for telephone construction in
North Carolina during the next five years.

Pay-Out Is Increasing Faster Than Take-In

With the tremendous increase in the expense of furnish-
ing telephone service and with rates unchanged for vears,
we telephone folks, and there are over 4,300 of us in the
State, have had a difficult time making ends meet, So
much so, that today we find ourselves confronted with
the lowest earnings in our history in spite of a record
volume of business,

No business can long continue to render service when
the amount paid out to provide that service is increasing
faster than the amount taken in. Therefore, it iz our duty,
as your public servant, to report this condition to you

since it directly afTects your telephone service. We must
appeal to you for relief through the North Caroling Util-
ties Commission, which regulates our rates.

Increase Placed on Business Telephones

The requested rate increase for local service would apply
to business customers only and would be on a sliding scale
depending on size of locality. Authority is also being
asked for an increase of § cents on most long distance
calls within the stata.

Today’s high costs indicate a need for greater increases
than we are asking, but it is hoped the proposed new
rates will prove sufficient. In view of this, no increases
are being requested on residential service. Your Telephone
Company feels that it is to the best interest of every
business man in North Carolina that residential rates
remain as low as possible.

The new rates we are asking represent an increase of
only 7 per cent of our total revenue in North Caroit®
This is small when compared with the increased costs ot
doing business. In fact, even with the new rates, (I8
distance charges generally would be lower than they were
21 years ago and business rates only slightly higher, wiie
service has been considerably extended and its valu has
been increased many times.

Southern Bell wants rates no higher than necessiry ‘
furmish everyone with good service and expand -
proposed rates are the very minimum increases we (i =5
by on. In face of rising costs, they are very mode
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PROPOSED NEW MONTHLY BUSINESS RATES

Business Individual Line w1

Business Two-Party Line ......... 1)

. . 2100

Business Four-Party Line ........ 9t

SOUTHERN BELL TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH COMPANY INCORPORATED

NO BUSINESS CAN GIVE ADEQUATE s
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