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By ADELAIDE KERR
AP Newsfcatures Writer

After months of work and dis
cussion the United Nations has
hammered out plans for I lie first
International Conference on Free
dom of Informal ion and I he Press
to start in Geneva, March 2H. 1941!

a parley which could play a vital
role in furthering world peace

Before dial, however, more lies
ahead in 1947. The Yugoslav gov-

ernment has asked I he General
Assembly to place on the supple-
mentary list of items for its agen-
da a recommendation to prevent
the dissemination with regard to

foreign stales of slanderous re-

ports which are harmful to good
relations between stales." Custom-
arily such items are placed on the
provisional agenda of the assem-
bly and must be accepted by that
body's votes.

After the Assembly and before
the conference U.N.'s

on freedom of information
and of the press must define "free-
dom of information." on which
there is a wide divergence of
opinion among U.N. members.

The 1948 conference is . re-

garded as one of the most im

portant the CN. has scheduled,
since it deals with a fundamen-
tal hum. in itc h t uhosc violation
was ainoiii; Hie means llider
used to rise to dictatorship. In
addition to I.N. members, the
following states will be invited:
Albania. Austria. Iluluaiia. Eire,
Finland. Hungary. Italy, Pakis-
tan. I'orlim.il, lioniauia. Switzer-
land, Ti ansjoidaii, Yemen.

The ( iinlci cm e will be charged
with three l.isl.s among others'

1. II will ((insider dialling a
charter covering Hie i hls of the
press, .idi. and then
obligations anil Hie measures nec-
essary In ensure Hie fulfillment ol
both.

2. II u ill consider possible ma-

chinery In promote Hie free flow
of inl'oi nialion. Such machinery
might perform such funelions as
receiving and repelling on com-

plaints regarding false news, ob-

structions In the How of informa-
tion and violation, of any interna-
tional conventions arising out of
the recommendations of the World
Conference and other internation-
al agreements in Hns field.

3. It will study whether ils
recommendations could best be put
into elicit by General Assembly
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resolutions, international conven-
tions or national laws.

A further main purpose of Hie
conference will be to decide what
basic principles press, radio and
newsrccls should follow in gather-
ing and transmitting news without
letters In so doing it will consider
these four principles:

To tell Hie Irulh without
prejudice and to spread knowledge
without malicious intent.

2 To facilitate the solution of
Hie economic, social and humani-
tarian problems of the world as a
whole through die free inter-
change of information,

'.I. To help promote respect for
human rights mid fundamental
freedoms for all, without distinc-
tion as to race, sex, language or
religion; to combat any ideologies
whose nature could endanger these
rights and freedoms.

4. To help maintain interna-
tional peace and security through
understanding and cooperation
between peoples; to combat forces
which invite war by removing belli-
cose inlluenees from media of in-

formation
Finally the conference will con-

sider measures to aid accredited
news personnel in gathering infor-
mation such as facilitating their
cnlry and movement in foreign
countries and their protect ion
against arbitrary expulsion, as well
as measures to facilitate the pro-
gressive elimination of peace-tim- e

censorship.
Mefore U.N.'s Kcononiic and So-

cial Council adopted the four basic
principles of freedom of informa-
tion as a working basis for die
conference, months of hard work
and days of hot discussion revealed
sharp cleavage between the points
or view Hi of the United Stales
and the United Kingdom, where
newspapers are privately owned
and 2) of the Soviet Union where
newspapers are I he organs of the
Communist Party, the Soviet

trade unions or coopera-
tive societies.

The U.S.S.H. sought lo incorpor-
ate in conference proceedings a
different agenda which included
these two points among duties of
the press:

Organization of a struggle
for democratic principles, for un-
masking the vestiges of fascism
and for eradicating all forms of
Fascist ideology.

2. The unmasking of war mon-
gers and the organization of an
effective campaign against organs
of the press and information which
incite to war and agression.

In introducing its proposed agen-- I

da the Soviet delegation levelled

LAFF -

the folowing broadside at the
press of the United States 'and
Great Britain:

"Merely to proclaim the prin-
ciple of freedom of the press
does not in itself give this free-
dom to the people, unless large
sections of the population and
their organizations have at their
disposal the material resources
without which freedom of the
press cannot be made a practical
reality.

"Everybody knows that, since
a newspaper, if it is to survive,
requires the investment of vast
funds which are not posesssed by
the hulk of the population, the
freedom of the press proclaimed
in constitutions becomes in ac-

tual fact the privilege of a few
newspaper owners, publishing
houses and telegraph agencies."

In opposing the terms of the
Soviet-propose- d agenda. Leroy D.
Stinebower, U.S. delegate to the
Kcononiic and Social Council, de-

clared;
"The Soviet proposal ap-

proaches the problem In reverse
order. It is against something
and not for something. Calling
of a World Conference on free-
dom of the press is for some-
thing for freedom."
The opposition of the Canadian

delegation was summed up in these
words:

"The basic function of the
press ... in Ibc opinion of the
Canadian people ... is to tell
the truth . . . We . . . believe
that to say that the object of
the press is not to tell the truth,
but to promote democracy or to
promote any other set of values,
however good, is mistaken in
philosophy and profoundly dan-
gerous in practice."

HOW'S THAT AGAIN? ASKS
SKEPTICAL COURT
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Garner's friend really put his foot
in it or on it.

Garner told traffic court that his
car hit a dip in the pavement and
sent him up in the air. When he
came down, he jammed lias fool on
the brake.

The friend, Richard Trollinger,
went up and came down, too on
the accelerator. And another dip
in the pavement, Gainer said, sent
the car crashing into a telephone
pole.

Notwithstanding the testimony,
Garner was fined $12 for speeding
and $7 for reckless driving.
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