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The Price Of Beauty

It is greatly to be hoped that some influ-

ential members of the North Carolina dele-
satwn to Congress will join the Virginians
who are now making a ficht on the plan of
to make the
lue Ridge Parkwav a toll road.

the Department of the Interion

3

The Department of the Interior, no doubt.
Justifies its plan on the ground that the Park-
way is not a part of the public highway svs-
tem, but s under the National Park Service

as a cunnecting link between two of the most

Great Smokies Museum

Of the many projects which are being un-
dertaken in connection with the development
of the Great Smoky Mountains National
Park, one of the foremost from the stand-
point of public interest. is almost a reality.

We refer to the museum which is designed
tu present the history and customs of the
early white settlers of the region.

According to information given out at Gat-
Iimburg, the establishment of the museum
follows many vears of hard work on the part
of historians and other interested persons in
both Tennessee and North Carolina, and sup-
port of a number of National Park Service
officials who alwavs had more enthusiasm
than moneyv with which to help the cause
along

A section of the Oconaluftee
tion near Cherokee 1s being converted for the
project, which is expected to be thrown open
to the public by April 1, according to Super-
intendent Blair A. Ross

Four cases ol relics are already on display
in the lobby of the station and still other |
cases and table displays will be i“'!'R!l_E;("E'.|
soon.  Recently moved to the building from |
park headquarters at Gatlinburg was a |al';{t"
number of articles,

Still other articles which have been col-
lected for the museum are stored al Western
Carolina Teachers College, Cullowhee.

Establishment of a natural history museum
in the park headquarters will be one of the
next steps in the playground's educational
Hickory Daily Record.

ranger =ta-

program

Divorces Fall Off

A sharp decline in the national divorce rate
during 1947 should be reassuring to many
thoughtful people who have been concerned
in recent vears with this problem of society
and have found hittle for consolation in the
trend

While over-all figures are not vet available,
a United Press survev has gathered figures
from & number of localities which show a
very definite drop in the number of divorces
and which basis we can

or annulments 0on

Rambling ‘Round
| g NG
—Bits Of Human Interest News Picked Up By Members—
—Of The Mountaineer Stafi—
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Conversation has o peculiar way
Seoming
tween Christmas and the opening
annual
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Can too rapid school promotien harm a child?

Amswer: 11 may in some cases,
reports Dr. Philip Ash in the
Journal of Applled Psychology,
aller testing 85 white male de-
linguents from 16 to 22 years old.
The buys' average ability and in-
furmation rated two years lower
thian the school grades they sald
they had finished, showing that
they had been “pushed ahead"
fuster than tney were capable of

‘ guing And while this algne did
nut muake them delinguent, any
youngster of whom more is de-
manded than he can give will grow
mure d.svouraged and rebellious.
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Do men who kill women hate
themselves?

Answer: That is the conclusion
reached by three psychiulristv- of
the U. S. Marine Hospital, Ellis
Island, N. Y., after analyzing ten
typical cases. Although only half
the men were technically insane,
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fice Is Just across the hall in the
Stite Capital  from that  of  the
Governor. Despite this, howevir,
it has been noised aboul a great
deal  that  Governor R Giregp
Cherry is nol a great supporter ol
Treasurer Juhnson,

The evidenee, nevertheless, |
to the contrary, as yuu will sce
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popular parks in the countr
Bl Swift: “1t is hard Lo say just

what Congress will do, but I cer-
Lanly hope they leave it os it s’

improvement in the
the country.

religious

Wy . . eral
In some cases tolls and fees are charved ‘
b uver

Vi

for the use of certain facilities in the national \

vear leaders and others

parks and also 1in our own state parks in
North Carolina; but we have never looked
with favor on the practice, because the parks
belong to the public, which has paid for them
with taxes. It strikes us as being a form of
double taxation to build national parks and
lacilities with public money and then require
the people to pav for the use of them.
Certainly the scenerv is free, and the gov-
ernment has no right to preempt it, but some
of thuse wonderful views can he seen onlv
from the Parkwav. To make a toll road of
the Parkway would require the people 1o pay
a fee just to look the beauties that Godd
put in that vast and breath-taking panorama.
after thev have alreadv paid their taxes to

al

build the road.
When the Parkwav project
yvears ago, nothing was said about making 1t

was  begun
a toll road. This incomparable drive alony
the crest of America to
free gift by the vovernment to the people,
s6 that thev could see some of the wonders
of their wonderful country that would have
remained forever hidden from the eves of all
except a few hardy climbers if the Parkway
had not brought them within reach of anv
citizen wha can afford the lowest-priced car

The proposed tolls are very modest—almaost
nominal, in fact—but the mere act of collect-
ing a toll will rob the Parkway of 115 greatest
allure—the sense of release. combined with
a touch of awe and humility, on standing on
the crest of a half a continent and looking
out over a hundred miles of wvaricolored
mountaintops.

No price, however small, should be
upon that—The Charlotte Observer
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Traffic And Parking

An automobile age suddenly imposed upon
horse-and-buggy planned cities brings traflic
jams, parking problems. Traflic experts,
members of the American Highway Associa-
tion meeting in Chicago, expressed the con-
viction that the number one problem for
American cities today is traffic.

There were as many horse-and-buugies as
there are automobiles. It was more incon-
venient to keep a horse, and it took more
space. Also fewer people were in that mar-
gin of prosperity in the old days where they
could afford-private conveyances. Automo-
biles cost more to buy and operate than did
horse-drawn vehicles.

There has been such a change in transpor-
tation that cities must do some drastic plan-
ning—such as moving buildings and confis-
cating private lawns to widen stireets and
razing buildings to make parking spaces. One-
way streets, no curb parking and keeping
cars out of certain very narrow streets are
possible remedies. The situation calls for

mm city ' planning—Reids-

avo,
who feel responsibility for the nation's moral
outlook and social propriety were genuinely
alarmed atl the tremendous inerease in brok-
en homes and shocked by the seeming indif-
ference of many to the meaning of marriage
vows and the accompanving obligations to
soeiet v

Thev

many instances 11* at

increased activity in
attempt 1o reawaken a
understandiny responsibility
prevent as many fur-
Evidently there
them in this com-

were stirred to

sense ol and

which would serve (0

ther breakdowns as possible |
has been some suceess foy I
mendable move.

We can also attribute the falling off in di-
vorces 1o the fact that with the war over we
have retlurn to this

have returned to more stable times and this

more stable times and

titude toward marriage and the dependence
of those making a home on each other.

Whatever the reasons. the reduction in di-
viorees as recorded during 1947 is a welcome
development in our social scheme.—Green-
ville C.) Piedmont,

(S

Most Pained Expression

At a dinner recently we noticed a man at
the gpeaker’s table with the most pained ex-
pression on we have ever seen. It
was a famibar expression, too, one we had
seen many times, but we couldn’t quite place
it. Whether he was dving of disease or bore-|
dom seemed questionable, but it was certain
that he was not amused by the remarks of
the speaker standing near him and expatiat-

his face

ing at considerable length.

Then the light dawned on us
man of the woebegone countenance was the
next speaker. Of course. He was concen-
trating on his listening to the first speaker,
on thinking what he would say himself, and
on wondering whether the jackass who had
the floor would leave him enough time in
which to say it.

Men have approached gallows and guillo-
tine with far happier faces. And here is a
tip to news photographers: When they want
a really harrowing picture, let them turn
from accident victiins and concentrate on the
countenance of the Next Speaker.—Creens-
boro Daily News

Sooner Or Later For All

Chowan county has just voted $400,000 in/
bonds for a school expansion program. |

Other counties in the state, including Ha}‘-':
wood, are faced with crowded and inadequate |
school facilities. There is only one way to
face the problem, and that is to do as Chowan |
has done.

The population is increasing everywhere,
and with schools already overcrowded, there |
is not a chance of the situation becoming bet-
ter until additional schools are erected.
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Fresident Truman's chances but the chanees of 1w
tial poasibilities

The two are Gov Tom Dewey of New Yorl
Eisenhower

Veteran political observers believe that man

& will desert to Ohia's Senator I

the belief that Taft, with the
aplit, can win the election

These erstwhile Dewey  supponé
that Dnly the New Yok pove
cnough votes to beat a solid [imod
although privately they preferred Tik

In the case of Eisenhower, the K
that to some extent the
to attacks that £ vote for o miling
White House might play into Wil
and be interpreted as a vole towird

Wallace's candidacy sevins (oriun®
New York state vote wide nj b
electoral votes to the Republicanm

The late President Rooseiclt ¢arme
in 1840 and 1944 on the strength of some 400000 A
parly votes and those of other independents whe nit
support Wallace.

California, with a split Democratic party
fall to the Republicans. '

Clpliss

perieril we

Henry A. Wallace

A TLEan
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@ BIRD WITHOUT WINGS—The newly-inds
afraid it isn't legal.

The general counsel of the autonomous aviation b
by Congress in the armed services merger ailmis Uit ¥
ten’s legality is open to question before the cnith

The constitution authorized an Army and favy Wt
fathers never visioned anything as fantastic s s 0%
and Congress in the merger legislation proviled M
#uthority for the Air Force.’

Possible points of confusion:

Suppose Maj. Gen. Bennett Meyers wanlg fu koot B
stripped him of his medals and his pension - ¢
Symington Issued the order, but when Meyers wis H -
Cm‘ps was run by the Army.

Suppose the Air Force altempls to callect tiv
tralvtur It believes guilty of defrauding the g

Suppose some private thrown in the B UBIdNuNEE
the town challenges the authority of his con ialdiE™

Congress will have to do something aboul the s1uel
of un amendment Crealing the Alr Force &% & lgsi®

. . . L
® CASUALTY—The Senate Republican leadei<hiF |
PUt up only & token fight to continue the Senal
comnilttee—the one-time Truman commillee

Democrats, fearful that the GOP will usr
strident and Accusing volce in the campsign
Bgainst i

The majority,

e rfenl MY

ot

i painfully aware of the 1o
ughes fasco, is disposed to wipe out the
and transfer iis functions to a standing con
—Probdbly the executive expenditures commliles
Which the Senate's nce investigator, Miclizs
Hr;;r::; Fergl;quﬁ, is & member,
"TEUSON ‘led Lhe war ‘investigating group o
?.c.h in the Benny Meyers caag buts\fhe:-. extelial
€¢'a life Is under debate Democratic senstors Wil !
the Hughea inguiry.

Beat bet at the moment 1s that the Senste * '”,m'
committee next month and that Ferguson wiil 1% %
:lnth.'::'t#t’m expenditures subcommittee, with Pemocitt
w18 R Gy litited inypatigacing S0
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