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By NEWMAN CAMPBELL

IN OUR modern world of clash-
e ideologies we can readily un-
Jderstand the religious and social
tiurmaoil in Jesus' day. The estab-
Jished church was striving to
i maintain the status quo; that is,
64 keeping things as they were.
I The people were conscious of a
lack in both their religious and

I. cconomie life. The church elders
were afraid of any new move-
ment because they who set them-

it <olves up as the last word in
church authority, able to answer
all guestions, might lose their
comfortable livings if too many
questions were raised and changes

mw wire to take place in consequence.

1 i The people were under the do-
' minion of Rome, and they yearned
for [recdom—another source of
restlessness and  dissatisfaction.
Wi They were hoping for the prom-
¢l al jsedl Messiah who would  lead
them not only out of their sub-
jeetion to the Romans, but give

them new spiritual life.
Therefore when Jesus came
His message of love and
¢lvan moral  living, the estab-
Lishied chprehmen hated and could
hardly wait to pnt Him to death,
while the “common people” loved

| with

Scripture—Mark 11:27-12 44,

So they said, “We cannol tell,”
and Jesus answered, “Neither do
I tell you by what authority I do
these things. 3

Jesus then told a parable of a
man who planted 8 vineyard and
put it in charge of certain hus-
bandmen. When the harvest was
ready he sent & servant to col-
lect the profits, but the husband-
mer beat Lthe servant; another
they wounded sorely, a third they
killed, and when the man sent his
beloved only son, they slew him.

"What shall therefore the lord
of the vineyard do? He will come
and destroy the husbandmen and
will give the vineyard to others,
Jesus sald. His meaning was
clear, that Lhese unworthy ones
who were in charge of the Lord's
work, would be dispossessed to
make reom for righteous men.

The next trick question these
hypocritical Pharisces asked the
Master was, Is it lawful to give
tribute (or the tax) to the Roman
ruler, Cacsar? Jesus  ked for a
coin, and seeing the | ad of Cae-
sar depicted thereon, He said,
“Give unto Caesar the Lhings that
are his, and to God the thirzs
that are God's!" And again they |
marveled al His wisdom.

Then the Sadducees had their

k Him dearly and followed Him

pladly query. They were what we would
After the Master had driven call dissenters. They did not be-

the money chardgers from the | lieve in immortality, but they

o ' MEMORY VERSE

' ! “God loveth a ®eorful giver."—I1I Corinthians 9:7. |
temple, the authoritics of the | were a powerful party in _llm l
tomple were more anxious than | temple group. If a man married,
cver ta gel rid of Him because | then died and his brother (of

e changing of monsy and ils

asoamate activities were  Ssanc-
tioned by them and they profited
Ly thern,
Tethadist “Sa it was that they were set
; on trapping  Jesus  anto  some
]! datement that would give them
Maser: Pustin an excugse Lo have Him arrested,
o > and once in their power, they
! 3 knew (or thought they knew) it
;o b wonld be the end of him. How
Il wrong they were!
vl Niwe, Jesus had not taken any

pabibinieal training. Ile was not
a priest, so they asked Him, "By
what  anthority do ye these
things 2"

Tesns answered them by ask-
ing, “The baplism of John, was
it from heaven, or of men?"

The rulers of the temple were
now inoa dilemma, If they said
Johne was a prophet of God, they
reasonad, Jesus would ask why
they hai? ot helicved him; if they

o

tist Chureh

pail “of men,” they were afraid
beballey, Pastor OF Dublic wrath  because thau-
i saruds helieved John a true proph-

w ettty ot and had been baptized by him,
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whom he had six) wed his widow, |
and the second died and the third
marricd her, and so on until all
the seven had been her husband,
each one dying, and lastly she
died, in the resurrection, who
could claim her for his wife?
Jesus told them in the resur-
rection there would be no mar-
riage. hut all are “as angels [
which are in heaven.' In the book
of Moases God declared Himself
as the God of Lhe living, not the
God of the dead. |
Siiting near the entrance to the
treasury where the gifls to the
temple  were deposited, Jesus
watched rich people carelessly |
pouring in of their abundance.
The money meant no sacrifice to |
them; it meant nothing. |
When a poor widow dropped
two miles—a farthing—in, the
Master declared that her gift
meant more than all the rest. She
gave all she had—her liting—to
the Lord, and her heart was in il
Sho was the one who made the
great sacrifice for her faith.
Dy The Internntionsl Cauncil of Heligious
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Don’t 11 ait— Choose NOW
from Lovely Bigelowo Carpets!

Everything from 18th Contury tlorals 1o smart modern leaf desiga!
In room size rugs or custom made to fit your room wall-to-wall!
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warmth and vheer at a price mu'd never believe p()whlc Yes.
for rugs of this quality you have gladly paid $59 and more 1n
the past! Handsome mottled pattern of rose, green, pray. st
tufts masterfully blended inta one harmanious pattern Divided
inte 9 inch squares with tasteful lines of black tufts.
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Sterchi's now has one of the largest carpet departments in Western North Caralina.

A complete line of BIGELOW qualities available . . . Come in, phone or write STERCHI'S Carpet Center for compietz information on decorat-

ing ideas, carpet installation and ecstimates ohlization,

without

. Satisfaction guaranteed!
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Allow our trained carpet personnel to serve you

ASHEVILLE, N. C. Free Delivery Within 50 Miles Of Asheville
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