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Is One Of Leading
Religious People

By GENE HANDSAKER
(AP Newsfealures)

HOLLYWOOD—One of Holly-
wood's most despleable villains is
also one of its most religlous men,
And Porter Hall sees the beginning
of a spiritual awalrsmuﬂ in the
movie capltal. “Those of us who
are church members are =speaking
to people,” he says, “and finding
4 response.”

You know Porter—the mustach
ed, seared rascal of many movies
in the last 15 vears. He ghol Gary
Cooper In the back and smoked
“vigareets,” as he called them, in
“The Plalngman”, Sundays, he |
an elder in the First Presbyleria
Church of Hollywood. In  “You
| Golla Stay Happy'. he absconded
with $60.000 and a blond secre-
tary. For three vears, at church
he was president of the adult Bible

class, He goes o praver meeting
on Wednesday nights

People meeting  him  usually
chuckle over the marked differ

ence between his private and pro-
fessional lives. "It just happened,’
Porter explains. “I'd been a light
comedian on Broadway. Then iy
[y flrst picture.  the first "Thin
Man," they wanted a villain will
light touch—one that the audicne:
wouldn't know was the killer. The
picture was a big hit, so thevve
been thinking of me as a bad man
| ever since.”
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Beau Bridges plays with some of
liis animal friends in this scene

from "Zamba," a jungle drama
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