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Cock Robin

PAH\J NGER BUSINESS on some of our local
trains is as dead as fabled “Cock Robin". Who
killed it? No one, intentionally. It died a natural
death because more and more people who once
needed and used these local trains switched to
travel by private automobile or highway bus.

As long ago as 1939 new diesel-powered air-
conditioned trains were put in local service on
various parts of the railway. Their runs exceeded
2,000 miles daily. But local travel continued to
decline, and some "locals” were carrying fewer
passengers than train and engine crew members,
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Passengers carried by the Sout
dropped from 8,800,000 in 1916 © .
last year—a 72% decrease. And we were
than 85 million in the red on our locil PIs
train operations last year.
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