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This story was passed along to'
me by Attorney General Harry Mc-
Mullan, who read it in a book deal-
ing chiefly with the Ross family of

the Eastern part of North Carolina.

Some time during the early part

., of the eighteenth century there

- that a peculiar situation had taken

lived a gentleman In the eastern
part of the state who was a Jarge
landowner and a man of consider-
able means, He was very popular
with the people in that section and
visited around considerably,

In those days ships used to ply
the waters of the Pamlico River.
Some of these came from overseas,
while others traded between East-
ern North Carolina and the West
Indies. There used lo be a large
amount of shipping in those waters
during that period,

The gentleman in question
—Harry told us his name, but we've
forgotten it, so we’ll just call him
Mr. Harrison. Mr, Harrison drove
up intoe the Martin County area
one day to visit some of his friends
in the community which later be-
came known as Willlamson, Peo-
ple thronged about him and asked
him the news from other towns in
that section,

“Folks around Bonner's Planta-
tions (now Washington! are all
stirred up over the arrival of the
ship from England a few days ago,”
he told them. “But, of course,
you've heard all about that”

They said they hadn't,

“Well, then,” he continued, “per-
haps you'tl be interested in the
tale. The caplain of the vesse] an-
nounced shortly after his arrival

place in England. Some kind of an
epldemiec had broken out among
cats and had resulted in the death

of every living eat in the kingdom. |
“Naturally, after all the cats bad

perished, the rals and mice in-
cereased ipn large numbers and are
doing untoid damage to property
in England. The situation has be-
come critical. His Majesty, King
George 111, has dispatched this ves-
sel ta our land wiht instructions to
kring back as large a cargo of catls
as it is possible for him to get
aboard his ship.

“The vesse]l Is now at Bonner's
Plantations, and everybody in that
section is now engaged in hunting
for cais and is selling them to the
captain.”

“Selling them?"
crowd inquired.

“Exactly!” said Mr. Harrison.
“Buy despite the efforts of all the
people in that neighborhood, not
enough cats can be found, and the
cargo is still far short, That is why
the caplain asked me to spread the
word up and down the coast, and
thay is also why he has raised the
price which he is offering for cats,’

“How much 1is he offering?”
came the question,

“A shilling for each healthy cat,”
replied Mr, Harrison

“A shilling! That was a lot of
money in those days. Cals were
plentiful. The crowd dispersed and
the news spread through the com-
munity, Iy interested all who heard
it. And it wasn't long before every
mind was obsessed with one
thcught — cals!

Scores of people started 3 des-
perate search for cats, In some In-
stances offering to pay a small
amount of cash for them. They
figured they could sell them to the
captain of the ship at a profit. And
within the course of . day or two

someone in the

a dozén pr morg Wwagons headed
for Bonner's Plantations, loaded

down with cals of everyv descrip-
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tion,

They drove to the waterfront and
asked where the British ship was
moored.

“The one that is luading with a
cargo. of cats.”

“A cargo of what?”

“Cats.” 2

The conversation continued and
finally—to the intense delight of
the people of Bonner's Plantations
and to the equally intense chagrin
of the folks from Martin County
the truth became known,

There was no British
Washington,

There had been

ship ir

no

among the cats of England.

No money wis Leing offered fur!Bess Truman

American cats,

The whole thing was a joke, con- |
eocted In the fertile mind of Mr. |

Harrison. And whe:
froin Martin <oumty rcalized
fact they were as mad as hops

the poople

this

However, there was nothing they

could do about it. The majority of

them Immediately kicked thelr cals
out of their wagons, The people of
Bonner's Plantations objected to
this, but it didn't do a'n".' good, and
for many years after that there
was a superabundance of cat
he neighborhood which later be-
came the progressive little eity of
Washingten,

By JANE EADS

WASHINGTON -— Local party-
goers had a chance once again '0
taste Bess Truman's famous Ozark
pudding when it was served at a
recent shindig at the Woman's Na-
tional Demoeratie’ Club,

The concoction, served in little
bite-size squares topped with a dab
of whipped eream, is the former
First Lady's favorite recipe and is
included in a cookbook of recipes
put out by wives of members of
Congress to earn money for their
owr Congressional Club.

"nation se¢ about whipping it up

Serves‘ Up Her Famous Ozark Pudg;

r o i Bk tried out:

. all over the  However the recipe was tried ou ¢
sp s for both ways by the U, 8. Bureau of sobe,
the family after seeing preliminary 2:;3:2 Nutrition and Home Eco- :l:“.;

. 1 h g
reports on the cookbook. In a flood “It doesn’t matter how you mix bai¢i
of letters to the White House, they | i tha pudding turns out well,” the it w;
cumpla]ned it didn't come out so bureau rusearchers announced at | elect:
well as it should, the time. | Som

t'I‘he“W!:i:c House explained the “Did you have trouble following Odun
recipe is a very old one and the the recipe?’ 1 asked Mrs. Helen Mrs 1
beating of eggs and so forth in Var Allen, club manager, who had when -
those days was done with a fork, charge of refreshments at the “Hi
or vi'e whisk, which took a long party, I had sampled the sweet,
tiie and a strong right arm. People a chewey nougat-like cake filled
using modern mechanical beaters with chopped fruits and nuts, and

ilcity when house

epnt

PucGdin
she

fecent

epidemic

wouldn't get the same results. found it delicious.

The recipe gained a lot of pub-
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