
Genealogy Is Proving Interesting Hobby Of The Amos Medfords, ClyJ
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Cousins. Of
Eisenhower
Traced Here
Bp QnULUKI ft, PKYTON

Ike has cousins in Haywood
County too!
Amos Medford of Clyde has. in

his possession a cape that belong¬
ed to Ma Great Grandmother
Marey Eisenhower Fu I bright,, and
another cape that1 belonged to her
mother," Marey Myers Elsenhower,
who was born in 1742. Marey E.
Kulbright was the granddaughter
of P?ter Eisenhower, who was also
the President's great-great grand¬
father.

Peter Eisenhower was born in
1716. His fsthar, Ha/is Nicholas
Eisenhower, born in 1091, was the
founder of the Elsenhower family
in America. He left Europe in 1741
aboard the ship Etiropa, and land¬
ed in Philadelphia. Pa.
Mr and Mrs. Amos Medford have

developed a faseinatlng hobby of
studying genealogy and recording
their findings. Their charts can be
found in public libraries, in the
files of the Daughters of the Ameri;
ran Revolution and the Daughters
houses, the Medfords were able to

pf American Colonists. and also la
fhe Oenealoeioal Library of Los
Angelas, Calif.
They have just completed an an¬

cestral chart containing approxi¬
mate^ 2,000 names. They hay* also
compiled a large scrapbook of let¬
ters from practically every state in
the union and several foreign
countries.

Mr. Medford's Great-Orandmoth-
er Marey Elsenhower was married
to Barnett Fulbrlght in ltl2. Har¬
riott's father Jacob and his brother
John Fulbrlght settled in what is
now Haywood County in 1785. The
cove in which they lived was call¬
ed Fulbrlght Cove. Later it be¬
came known as Dutch Cove be¬
cause of the great number of set¬
tlers who came down from Dutch
Cove, Pa.
Among other Haywood County

descendrnts of Marey Elsenhower
and Barnett Fulbright are the
families of the late Nick Medford
and wife, Sara Fulbright Medford.
the late Wesley Valentine Robin¬
son and wife, Martha Anne Ful¬
bright Robinson, and the late
Charles Jones and wife, Maggie
Fulbright Jones,
The first of the Fulbrlght family

to come to America was John Will-
helm Volprecht. He sailed from
Rotterdam aboard the ship Robert
and Alice, and landed in Philadel¬
phia, Pa. When he was naturalised
at Northampton. Pa. In 1762 he
changed the spelling of his name

to John William Fulbright.
After hit marriage to Christlanna

Halstead, they settled In Dutch
Cove, Pa. Two of their sons served
In the Revolutionary War. In 1799
they came to a section of Bun¬
combe County which ia now Hay¬
wood County. Another descendant
of John William Fulbright is the
United States Senator from Arkan¬
sas. James yvilliam Fulbright.
During his childhood Mr. Med¬

ford listened to the stories of by¬
gone days, as told by his mother
and father, the late Joseph Med-
'ord and Martha Liner Medford.
fie began making notes and seeking
'urther information from elderly
'rlends and relatives.
A great deal of valuable lnform-

ition was gained from an uncle,
3rorge Liner, 79 years of age, who
aow lives in the Ratcliffe Cove sec-
ion of Haywood County. His file
>f old letters and papers date back
o the early 1800's.
Mrs. Medford's father, the late p

lohn Trantham, and his father, the l,
ate Merritt Trantham, helped c
trace a number of family histories. a
Mrs. V»dford, the former Ruth t

Trantham. was never particularly (
interested In genealogy until she c
was married to Mr. Medford.and
his hobby. Along with rearing two T

sons. Mrs. Medford has become ^
keenly interested in assisting her
husband. She finds that her big Job ,
Is staying prepared for the nusner- <
ous friends, relatives, and Strang- ]
era who visit them In search of \
information about their kin and ]
connections. t

Recently Mrs. Medford answered >

the door and found a couple from ,
Montreal. Canada, seeking informs- ]
tlon on the Chambers family of
Haywood County. After checking ,

files and making trips to both the
Asheville and Wayneeville court-
send the results of their research
to Canada. ,

While attending school in Atlan-
:a, Ga.,.ln 1928 Mr. Medford fre-
luently visited the Civil War vet-
¦ran's Home. He had no relatives
ir friends there on his first visit,
iut soon he found that spending
in afternoon listening to the old
Ales of the War Between the States
ess his favorite pastime.
After returning to his home in

Hyde he couldn't forget those old
riends in Atlanta. For several
rears afterwards he went back oc-

aaionally for a visit. Finally there
res only'one veteran left, and the
tome was closed.
The Medfords accept no pay for

heir research. They feel they are

mply rewarded by the friendships
hey have gained.
TTiey have traveled through a
umber of states, aways visiting
be deadas well as the living. Trips
hrough cemeteries, with a pencil
nd pad, are a must In each city
r town they visit the Medfords
»ok at city directories and tele-
ihone books for names of families
11 which they are interested. Oc-
aslonally they call a person here
ind there, but usually they make
lotes. After returning home and
ihecking names, they begin a flow
»f correspondence.
They have been rewarded with

nany letters from interested, as

veil as interesting, persons.
A few years ago Mr. Medford re¬

vived a letter from Mrs. Ella'
3rimes of Seattle, Wash. She was

loping to become a member of
:he Daughters of the American
Revolution, but had been unable to
xace her ancestry In this state,
rhrough his help she became a

member. Each year she comes from
her home to attend the DAR Con¬
fess in Washington, D. C., and
each year enroute home she spends
I few days with the Medfords in
Clyde.
Many friendships, such as this

one, have developed through mutu¬
al interest in ancestry and the
early history of our country.

Mrs. Medford loves to tell the
story about the time her husband
wrote a lady in Florida asking for
information concerning the Med-
fords in that state. After some time
he received a letter in return ac¬

cusing him of being her first hus¬
band. The names were the same.

but not the men!
Once while pursuing his hobby

in a remote section of Tennessee,
a case of mistaken identity almost
brought an end to Mr. Medford's
special interest.
He had been told that he might

And some family records at an old
homestead up a certain creek. As
he approached the house he no¬
ticed a man loading something into
a truck. Suddenly the stranger

pulled a gun and told htm he knew
he was a revenue officer. It took a

lot of talking, but Mr. Medford
finally convinced the bootlegger
that he was not a "revenuer," and
tW two sat down and split a water¬
melon.
The Medfords have also com¬

piled genealogical charts on the
following families: Liner, Tran-
tham, Graff, Ratcliff, Byers, Owen,
Massey, Plemmons, Myers, Hal-

1 stead, Eisenhower, Robinson, Med¬
ford, Pulbright, Brown, Keener,
Jarrett, and others.

According to Mr. and Mrs. Med¬
ford, the Haywood County Library
now contains the second largest
collection of micro-filmed U. S.
census records up to 1880. Other
sources of information include
archives in state capitols, court¬
house records, libraries, deeds, and
old Bibles.

Considerable assistance was giv¬
en the Medfords by Mrs. Lottie
Bear of Mt. Wolf, Pa. Mrs. Bear is
the widow of Paul A. Bear, histor¬
ian of the Eisenhower family. She
owns the old Peter Eisenhower
Bible.
An old German HiDte mat Be¬

longed to Barnett Fulbright in
1815 has furnished the Medfords
with additional>ialeg and connec¬

tions.
Mrs. Neal Carr of Clyde now has

in her possession the old Aaron
Fulbright Bible.
The Medfords have also exchang¬

ed genealogical data with Mrs.
Cleo McKlnney of Springfield, Mo.,
Senator James William Fulbright
of Arkansas, Judge Mark Fulbright
of Tennessee, and Mrs. Ella Grimes
of Seattle, Wash.

Mr. and Mrs. Medford are look¬
ing forward to retirement when
they can devote full time to'gene-
ological research.

Mr. Medford has been an em¬

ployee of the Carolina Division of
the Champion Paper and Fibre

I Company for twenty-three years.

MR. AND MRS. AMOS MEDFORD of Clyde have developed an

absorbing hobby from an interest in family history./They have
made a study of genealogical records and have recorded their
findings, making hundreds of family charts. Mr. Medford and
President Eisenhower have the same ancestor in one family line.

WCC Exhibiting
Rare Collection '

Books This Week
"Great Books of the Western

World," a Brittanlca collection, will
be on exhibit In the Gallery of
Hunter Library at Western Caro¬
lina College from Monday, No¬
vember 14, through Saturday, No¬
vember 19. "

Mrs. Lilian Buchanan, Librarian,
said that Western Carolina is list¬
ed as one of the founders, others
being individuals, business con¬

cerns, and college and public li¬
braries. In April, 1952, she at¬
tended a dinner at the Waldorf
Hotel in New York City, at which
time the plan was pre§ented. By
subscribing to. the idea, the col¬
lege now owns the founders edi¬
tion of all the volumes in the col¬
lection.
The first three volumes comprise

a syntopticon, the first one being
Great Conversations, and the next
two. Great Ideas.

Several of the first volumes in
the collection were devoted to the
Greek classics, including works of
Plato, Aristotle, Archimedes, and
many others. The continuity then
follows through Italy, France, Ger¬
many, England, and ends with the
works of William James and Sig-
mund Freud. Only two novelists
are included. Herman Melville
and Count Leo Tolstoy.

Mrs. Buchanan said that the
original volumes are for referense
only; however, individual copies
of each selection contained in the
volumes have been bought for cir¬
culation.

In connection with this event,
the Library is simultaneously dis¬
playing an exhibit of Modern Lit¬
erature featuring works on drama,
poetry, fiction, art, music and bi¬
ography.

Mrs. Medford is employed by John
Carroll, Inc. in Ashevllle.
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STRAND
THEATRE

PHONE 6-8551

MON. & TUBS.,
NOV. 14 & 15

Ffaocig
ore rocking the
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Jrmw now*.1'*$%£,, ^ -»¦¦
M BACKUS Suf^T^\

rfTjk -Jfranas tk uum

^A UWVtRSU, WTEMMIIOMl PKTUHl
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WED. & THURS.,
NOV. 16 & 17

All the passion
and suspense of the
grippingbest-seller!

paulGregory
ROBERT SHELLEY

IILUUTGISH . CHARLES LAUGHTON
******u«tu sn»n

.
FRI. & SAT..
NOV. 18 & 19

DOUBLE FEATURE!
1st HIT

; JOHN WAYNE I'"THE FIGHTINGS KENTUCKIAN"S A tlFUHIC HCTUM
2nd HIT

ANNE BANCROFT
CAMERON MITCHELL

IN

"GORILLA AT
LARGE"
Technicslor

'

. ALSO .
Cartoon and Chap. Ne. S
"Adr. of Captain Africa*

PARK
Theatre Program
MON., TUES. & WED.,
NOV. 14, 15 & 16
AT LAST .
HERE IT ISt

3 BIG DAYS TO SEE
THE EXCITING TRUE
STORY OF AMERICA'S

MOST DECORATED HERO!
'TO HELL AND

BACK"
(In Cinemascope A Color)

Starring
AUDIE MURPHY

.
THURSDAY, NOV. 17
"MAN IN THE

DARK"
Starring

EDMOND O'BRIEN
Audrey totter

#¦¦
FRIDAY, NOV. 18
DOUBLE FEATURE

"ROCK 'N ROLL
REVUE"
Featuring

AN ALL STAR CAST

"BIDE"'EM
COWBOY"

Starring
ABBOTT and COSTELLO

r

Smoky Mtn.
DRIVE-IN
THEATRE

Balsam Rd. Dial GL 6-5446

LAST TIME TODAY
MONDAY, NOV. 14

"THE FRENCH
LINE"
<In Color)
Starring

JANE RUSSELL
GILBERT ROLAND

«
TUES. & WED.,
NOV. 15 & 16

"THE FAR
COUNTRY"

(In Color) *

Starring
JAMES STEWART*
RUTH ROMAN

CORINNE CALVET
WALTER BRENNAN

#
THURS. ft FRI..
NOV. 17 & 18

"VIOLENT
SATURDAY"

(In Clnemaaoope A Color)
Starring

VICTOR MATURE

For '56
Plenty- of

in this

The 1956 Buick SPfCIAl 4-Do« j

This onf. is the news-maker that's front¬
page big.

This one i^ the new Buick Speciai. for 1956
. the biggest bundle of high-powered
energy and higft-fashion luxury ever offered
in Buick's lowest-priced Series.

Just a quick listing of some certain facts will
give you the picture.
First.its engine is a bignew 322-cubic-inch
V8 engine with an all-time high in horse¬
power for this Series.and an engine that
hits the record book at a neat 8.9 to 1 com¬
pression ratio.

' Second.its getaway.with the double-
action take-off of the new Variable Pitch
Dynaflow*.is spectacular even at onlv partthrottle.and comes with a new boost in gas
mileage to boot

Third.on ride, this new Special is more !
Mian great . what with all-coil springing,
and torque-tube stability, and a new deep- ]oil cushioning,' and a whole new front-end 1
geometry tliat adds a wonderful "sen^e of
direction" to the car's travel. ,

Fourth.on room, luxury, interior finish .
there's never been a Buick Special like this
before. From the big, broad seats to the
stunning new instrument panel.there's new-
decorator smartnessand quality throughout.
But get the picture on price, and you have
the biggest reaspn why this sizable auto¬
mobile is so extra special a buy.
For this Buick comes to you^at a figure so
close to those of the most widely known \smaller cars, the difference in price is small
change,

So.come in and see and sample this lieaiity
ion 11 find it, we firinlv believe, the bi^s'
package of automobile at anywhere neai its

budget price.
*Ncw Advanced Variably Pitch DyaofI"" ""jj
Dynaflow Butch builds today. It lv s'""'""

j.

Roadmaster, Super and Century-<<pt»"u'' a'
^^

extra cost un the Si#*

*J\ SEE JACKIE GlEASON I
Evdcy Sotordoy Evening J

. jU. I
Ct 4-S*o»»n Cohort I. Y#u' «.*^

niOIDAIRI rOWPITtOHINQ - now o^. ¦WHIH MM AUTOMOMIES AM BUHT MJICK WIU BUIID Tl»«

TAYLOR MOTOR COMPANY I
DIAL GL 6-3591 HAYWOOD STREET^^f


