spread through Europe from

the Mediterranean country
with certaln elements of a native
technique, developed in antiquity
on this continent by the Indians,

Bminent among American Tndian
farmers were those of the eastern
#eaboard. The Ave tribes of the lro-
qQuols, especinlly ; they never learned
o harden Iron; the only animals
they ever domesticated were dogs:
yet the Imprint of thelr agricnitoral
practices 1s upon even the most me
chanlzged and  complex or our
American farma today.

They were Indians who farmed
more than they bunted. Their great
erop was corn—not the corn of the
Bihle, which menns any one of the
small gralns Indiscriminately, but
miilze. the giant grass of the pral-
ries, the graln that gives a mpecial
savor, particularly, to all that
comes out of our middle acres, the
eorn belt
I These Iroquols place-names which
chime beside the Greek In  the
Finger Lake region of upper New
York—Cayuga at [thaca, Syracuse,
Onondaga, Homer, Canandalgna—
commemorate a peopla whose spirit
wag altogether native and pagan.
Thelr tribal enlture grew as oat-
urally as a trea. Not only thelr
gustenance, but thelr poetry, their
oratory, their statecraft and their
worship took root In the unalter-
uhle realities of the #oll angd the
four seasons. The 8500 suiviving
frnqunis penned upon five scattered
reservatlons In npstate New York
hold out against the white man's
Prestyterian, Methodist and Baptist
misgionaries, and face the sun as
pagans still

By legends which accord with the
Enown facts of geology and of the
theoretical history of races, the
Iroquols trace back, as do all Amer-
fean Indians, to a wandering tribe
supposed to have come afoot from
Asla to America, back In the early
dawn Stone age.

No man can say how many thouo-
sands of years ggo they came, But
when the first white adventurers
penetrated northern Ameries they
found the, them, Five Natlons of
the Iroquois united Into a confed-
eracy which was In effect a league
to enforce peace, (These pations
were the Mohawks, the Obeldas,
the Onondagas, the Oayugss snd
the Senecas. The Tuscaroras, or
Bixth Nation, was not admitted nn-
th 1M4.)

The Five Nations embraced wom-
en's suffrage. ‘“Iroquols women,"
writes Erl Bates of Cornell uni-
versity, “were voting as early as
1850 and the young bucks and un-
married men had to grow corn,
besns and squash to feed the wid-
ows and orphans during the winter.
Applled - soclallam when serfdom
was the fot of Europel”

Tater, only the women voted.
" "hay ¢ould depose = chief at a day's

. motiee.  What Arlstophanes In his
{ !.’Illtrltn relates as satire, the Iro-

matrons established in fact
‘the years prior to lnnau
age, which ran J

w 'l’l‘m. the men of '1is Na-

|
MERICAN farming eomhines
those basle practices which

tinctlon. His face was long and
seamed with each feature gauntly
yet thinly molded, and there was
about his whole person an almost
Lincolplan suggestion of gentlepess
and strength. As he stood up to
take my hand amid all the barher
shop elegance of Salamanca's most
thoroughly modern hotel lobby, he
stood oul

This was in 1027, He was sixty-
glx years old. He drove a big car
difidently In the manner of one
who learns to drive late in life; and
hesitantly as ha drove he kept up
his end of the talk.

It was trus, he sald, as 1 had
deard: The white people of Sala-
manca, New York, pald taxes to his
people, the Senecns. “This railhead
and smal] ¢lty ia, In a sense, not In
the United BStates gt all, bot on
lafd ceded by treaty to another
nation, his own. ' The form of ar
rangament was at that time, & pine-
ty-nine-year | loase, the rental di-
vided on ‘& tax basls among the
some 10,000 white [nhabitants of
the town.

It did not come, he sald, to a
very big tax: not, at least, what the
white man wonld eall big. Maybe
fAive dollars a year for the ordinary
householder: around 5150 a year
for the largest business houses, And
two dollars for & hunting lcense,
good half » mile back from either
bank of the Allegheny river for
some 12 miles down—those, he sald,
were the Umits.of this 80,000-acre
reservation,

The Allegheny reservation: we
were toward the middle of it now,
passing along a parrow 'dirt road
between emall neat farnie, thelr
honges and thelr yards well kept
thelr flelds rlsing smoothly from
the river banks. [t was early June;
the spring had been Iate; the days
previons had been days of cold
driving raiv. But the sun was
out now: It way warm, and every-
thing for miles around wWas grow-
ing and shining. “Things look good,™
gald Wil Hoag. “Tt I fipe land
down bere, by the water,” He spoke
pow with greater animation, and
permitted himself a slight, enelr.
cling gesture, one that did not take
the hand more than three Inches
from the steering wheel.

“It 1s good here In the spring.
This is our small country. We are
free. A oation within & nation,
separate.

“The Six Nations of the Iroquois,
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Will's son, a gradate,

wife, of Alfred wuniversl
are leadera *of the tribes’
ance soclety, and have lttle te
to white men. “This Is a very |
time,, In farming." murmured
We gaw his grandchildren, and took
them with us to the White House,
thelr grandfather’s small pew bun.

agﬂ

Republic. He Incked, it scemed to
me, oply the proper robes over his
stalned overalls to make of bLilm
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by a large naval bass,

the perfect Chinese mandarin. He |

and the president put their feet on
the hub of an old wheel and con
ferred. Treaty matters of moment
were before congress, They an
ranged to run down to Washington
in WIl's ear,

At Tunessa, the Quaker mission
school : whers Wil Hoag learned
Engilsh, we had lnch, Tunasss I
Iroquols for Stream of the Ehining
Pebbles. ‘The school has béen thiere
sinee 18168, It 1s a hoarding school.
For more than & huodred years I
bas.given fifty or so Iroquois boys
and girls the equivalent of a ten
Foar grade snd high school edyen-
tlon. *“They do not try to make ns
Quakers" Wil Hoag told me, “they
only try to make us good. T became
s Presbyterian, but I will never
forget the FKindness of these
Friends”

We went back to the bungalow,
and be showed me his gollection of
Troquols relics—stone Implements,

bark basketa for the *harvest, tha-

wooden mortar-and-pestle that was
used as a flour mill. He showed

me how they pounded thelr corn to |

meal, then sifted It through thies

differently sleved baskets, each onag|

of a finer mesh. -He showed mé

bélts of wampum, fipgering which, |

Red Jacket, Corn Planfer, Logan
and other great Semeca chlefs were
better able to remember thelr ora-
tigne. And tom-toms for daneing,
and turtle shell ratties commemov
rating the prowess of their sacred
anlmal, which, say the. Irofuols,
pushed America up from the bottom
of the sea. He showed ma slso cups
and cooking utensilg, death masks,

ceremonfal pipes and headdresses, | arate.

pottéry, papoose hoards, malss

masks and hides tenned with the
brains of deer.

1 asked about the present consti-

stitation of the Stx Natlons. Tach, |

of whom my people, the Senecas, |
anake ball, still hold about thrée |

times as much land as yon seo here.

We hold this ‘land by treaty with,

Qeorge Washington. It was called

the "Treaty of Peacs and Friend.

ship. The year of It was ITDS. Tt
gave us the right to have ouf own
governmen! and to take taxes from
the white men whe come to live
hére” #

whatever o Japan's ee- | welg)
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Baker board, which held that
eriminations and lndlvidnlilﬂlcnh "

panles| 1l announeements have destroyed
barmony and eo-pperations. . b
dchools feels - ﬁ,

One of these.
“the next war will he fought’ia |
alr,™ to employ & phrase that, has
become hackniyed by freguefit repe-
titlon in the last’ few years. The
faction, supported most lapdibly h;
General Mitchell In Ameﬁca,
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