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Anceney eame riding Into the
Littlg Gallatin country  of
southwestern Montana. Hom

rode in an :

of ups and downs fully shared by
Charles Awnceney, the son. He has
beéen dead for over thirty years, but
the son speaks of him constantly
and tells with a certaln brusk re-
sentment how his father dled.

*In 1000, Right in hia prime.
Right when things were beglnning
to work out for us. He went out
one evening to corral a couple of
milk cows. His horse must have
stepped In a hole. His pommel
canght him’ right In the stomach.
A man can get all tore up that way.
Seventy-six years old. Tough as
hickory. Good for another twenty
yeara mnyway. He and I weat
through a good DIt together”

The man who stands thps and
gpeaks, his' arms folded, bas come
into the kingdom his father desired.
He la almost a legendary figure in
that part of the country. Men told
that you have an appeintment to
see him look at you with & nqw re-
gpect. “If he takes to you. all
right,” sald one. “He sizes a man
up first glint. If he don't like your
looka, he'll just keep smiling at you,
polite as h—l, and keep his mouth
ghut tight” This, it turned out, was
legend pure and simple; but It
doeg show how attractively they ro-
manticize thelr mysteries, there
around the snug villey city of Boze-
man, Mont. Other men told me
how, that yery spring, Anteney had’
jumped RIS horse from & bridge #if-
teen, gome say twenty, feet above,
the flood waters of the Gallatin
and brought to shore a cow that
had been crowded Into the river.
§till“others had tales of hik skill as.
a judge of mén. FEow he had taken
a boy from behind the counter of &
country store, mnde him his herds-
man, sent him east not long after-
ward to bid npward of a b dred
thousand _dollars at 8 big orts
horn sale: and how the boy had
» made good. -

A preacher told me: “Mr, An:
ceney lan't a wiember of our. ehurch,
I don’t know that he attends any
church, But we wanted to hold our
Presbyterian Sonday sehool pienle
and barbecue up on the ‘Madison,
on his 1and, and he gave us permis-
sion, He also consented, as a con-
venlence to us, to supply 98 with
boef for the barbecue; WhEm | saw
fhe sort of ankual he'd Butchered
and fixed fp for us, 1 wondered If

. ‘we'd ever be able to amord fr. It |

was #o much toobe than webad bar

ghove over. He has a chin built
firmly forwird Inito & profile that
can seem for the moment hard as
rock. But his chuckie 1s one of the
pleasantest sounds imagingble.
With only four months® school-
ing—in business’ college during the
winter of his twenty-fourth year—
be has trained his own mind. He
thinks fast and his gpeech is dl-
rect and vivid, “
He toock me [n. & big car up &
mountaln to give me a look at his
place. We got out and stood at
the high bend of a road. Bordering
mountalng, dotted with cattle, stood
clear,and 'sharp agalnst ‘the sky.
The alr ag yoo ‘took it into your
lungs seemed to 1ift you from the
ground.  Down through bright
green meadows, far below us,
flashed the fast waters of the Gal-
latin; hidden here and there by

groves of cottonwood and sycamore, |

In the meadows, which are irrigat-
ed, men were cutting hay—timothy
and ‘slsike, speded broadeast from
a horse, and making, nof just In
spots but over large acreages, the
unbellevable yleld of five tons to
the acre. Even natural hay In those
freigated bottoms of the Flying-D
often comes up to three tons to the
acre.

Absent-mindedly Anceney stood
there looking over his domain, point-
Ing ouk-this and that.and estimat.
ing for me the extent of the ranch
properties: ,

“Let's see, now: 510,000 acres
deeded, around 200,000 leased;
pbout & half-miliion In all. Stock
water on every quarter-section
of It except one. Twenty-six miles

lengthways and twenty-four miles |

ncross at the widest polnt. Follow
the river and there's forty:-two miles
of meadows. Look how the medid-
ows are locked right into the range
land. 1 often think how much that

Old Mpn of mine would enjoy see |

ing this sight

“He gsed to tell me: ‘Some day
we're golog to own this whols
coudtry’ He knew he had & coming
{des. 1 wish he ecould have been
here to see that bunch of ‘cattle I

ghipped up to Bufte yesterday. I

had one welghed 'out separately;
1,620 pounds, grass-made!"

The FiylogD cow camp Is ff
téen miles up the vallay from the
home ranch where the bréeding
and ghow herds) some five hundred
head in all, ave stabled. We drove
up to the camp sad bulit ourselves
a“fire In the big stohe fireplace of
the lodge. Ancepey had been talk-
ing of Harey Ohllds, his’ partner—
Wonderfol tellow!® Now he said:

“You take your pencil and I'll tell
you same more about my 014 Man,
about how strong he was. for good

eattle.” ‘Ae brought a brand  new:

idea out to this country, All the
'way from Prance, he and my math-
er, In o ealling vessel; then Across,
the plains, driving three yokes of
cows and & yoke of oxen. New York
to Pennbylvania to Missovrl to Den-
yor-I was born at Denver in ‘67—
ty,  He bought old

pbell; the Brst Short-
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I asked him what we |
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had pald up $58,000 and up
that fnterest, Then It oped
that the owner hnd-a sephew who

I had the seventy-five eehis, my
0ld Man had the five dolars = o

“We walked into Boxeman ang| L8

borrowed $38,000 on’our nAMe and
nerve. Father took the to Sk

Paul to see about getting some sec-'|
ook 4

tions of rallroad land. 1 Yook
horse and rode west. I bopght)
1,000 head of cattle at fourteen’ dol:
lars & head and drove thém back.
Seventy-five miles of that drive wus ||
across desert without watés,

“Thig time we got started on a | 1|l
part of this land where, I am now. ||

Wonderful - cattle, country. Grass

here seems to have more ih.1t than 3

it does other places. Wa don't bave
to feed grali, not even o onr sad
dle horses or to our work horses,
even In harvest; and our cattle go |
to the finest hotel &nd dlunﬁs:

trade. - Our costs are Jow, I'm

cent of our calves ,
range are only % of 1 peér cent, We
feed hay right through'every win-

ter no matter what the weather is,

but. apart: from that we, operate
pearer to the old range way, I
guess, than anywhere /else In Mon-
tana,

“At the time Father got hurt In
1000 we could see daylight shead.
By 1910, after & few more little, ops
and downs, I was out of debt and
gultg goof.  Thut was when I got
after Harry Childs, my partoer, o[
come in with me. -

he didn't want any more ranches, |’

that he'd Jost money oR every ranch |
he'd ever owned. ot

wiwe wou't lose on’ this ope, 1 v

sald, ’

kWhat do' you' piean—wa? he)-

sald; but he had begun;to take the
fever. Ha'd po! ot & 00~ ]
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