ing on the whole future of British
Imperial unlty.”

independent state.” Its accompany-
ing seal act gives the exclusive
right of use of the Great Seal and
Little Seal, heretofore beld by the
king, to the South Africam min-
Istern.

For more than & quarter of a cen-
tury South Africa, politically, has
been torn bitterly between two po-
litical factions ns directly opposed
a8 our New Dealers and rugged in-
dividualists. They were led by
General Smuts, right-hand man of
General Botha In the Unlon govern-
ment which arose a few years after
the Bouth African war, and Gen-
ernl Hertzog, a minister In the

@ Botha cabinet who was removed in
1912, two years after the ecabinet
was formed,

General Bmuts and his faction
openly consldered the Unlon a defi-
nite part of the empire, with Brit-
ish civilization and culture dom-
inant. Hertzog sympathizers held
out against the complete soclal,
cultural and political domination of
the Boer population by the British,
and have always striven to make
the Union a separate and Independ-
ent nation,

The present status of the Unlon
has been effected as a sort of po-
litical compromise between the two
generals and thelr respectlve par-
tles, The Unlon {8 undenlably In-
dependent mow, with merely “al-
legiance to the crown" the string
politically tylng It to- Great Britaln.
And the two parties have fused |oto
one,

They Get Together.

General Hertsog's nationallst par-
ty, which wnas In power In 1881, pre-
ferred to keep South Africa on the
gold standard, belleving that Eng-
land had stepped off only tempo-
rarily, and that malntaining the
standard would belp to stabilize a
leading Industry of South Africa,
gold mining, Other Interests suf-
fered badly, and General Smuls'
South African party accused the
Incumbents of pampering the polit-
ical interests always prone to take
the opposite line from the empire,
Jeopardizing the Interests of the
Unlon In general thereby.

It was conceded that if General
Smuts could force an election at’
that time, he would have more than
an even chance of winning, but that
he could not do so without stirring

That the statuy sct, with [ts ad-'|.

mission of Bouth Africa's virtually

fons, is Implled in the fact that It
Includes In Its preamble the Bal-
four declaration obtalped by Gen-
eral Hertzog when he headed
the Natlonalist government In 1024,
This calls the Dominlons “autono-

of the British Commonwealth of
Natlons.™

Further removing Britlsh polit-
lcal dominance from the Domin-
lons was the Btatute of Westmin-
ster, which was passed by the Brit-
lsh parliament in 1081 It closely
allled the constitutional develop-
ment of the other Dominlons of the
Empire with that of the Unlon of
South Africa. The Balfour declara-
tion and the Statute of Westminster
are masterpleces. of  phrassology
which eafried soothing balm to both
South African factiona The Status
act I8 the application of them to
the South African econstitution.

Two Important concesslons are
made to the Dominions in the
Statute of Westminster, It glves
the Dominlon government power
to amend, répeal or modify any
Britlsh act which bas been Ineor-
porated In the law of the Domin-
lon, It further states that no Brit-
Ish law may be applied to any De-
minion unless that Dominion has
requested the applieation and con«
sented to It

Really Indepandént,

The status act Itself declares that
no British legislation shall be con-
fidered In effect In the Unlon of
South Afriea untll It Is re-enacted
by the_ South Afriean parllament.
The “chief executive” Is defined as
the king, who shall act upon the
advice of his South African min-
Isters. That there be no mistake,
the king Is defined as the one .de.
termined by the laws of succession
of the Unlted Kilngdom,

In South Africa the king's repre-
Bentatlve is the governor-general
Neither he nor the king have any
powers of veto or peservation of a
blll. The governor-general may,
however, simply return a bill with
hl§ opinion for further comsidera-

|| ton If he thinks It wise. The king
'| does not retain the power to name
| the prime minister and to dissolve
‘| parllament.

The case of war would 'be the
renl test. - For, with the clearly
worded status act, the Unlon of

‘| South Africa can now decide for It-

General S8mute.

up the smoldering embers of racial
conflict between Boers (or, rather,
the present-day Afriksandefs) and
Britons, an animosity that had
bheen admirably subdned in the pre-
ceding decades by wise government.
To youth of SBouth Africa really
goes the credit for coalition. Young
mén of both parties know the sentl-
mental and romantic raclal dissen--
slons merely as historical traditions,
not as real loyuities and couvictions.
It was they whose insistence that
these differences be wiped otit once
and for mll Impressed the nation
with the necessity for taking up
the real business at hand—that of
administering good government. As
a result of the coalltion, the status
act, satistactory In the maln fo
parties, was effected. :

self whether or not to remaln pen-
tral If the emplre entérs a war.
Says Clarke:

“It might even seeede altogether,
though npot apparently, by legal
process, Some commentators b Eng-
land as well as in South Africa fee)
distorbed by these posaibilities. But
‘equal status' necessarily Iimplies
them, and. legal barriers would be
flimsy defenses mgalnst the strong
political pressure when the time of
crisls comes” 1

It will be remembered that when
England entered, the World war

power or legal power are not the

real bands which hold the Emplre |

together, Experience has taught us
that in time of war nations do not
act on the literal Interpretation of
the law. The tles that bind are
more substantinl. In the case of
the British Imperial Dominions they
are the advantages of free trade
rwithin the Empire and the protec-
tion of the Britlsh fleet. The Unlon
of Bouth Afrlea would be an easy
mark Indeed for an lnvading force
were it not for the protection of
the greatest fleet In the world, It
is extremely doubtful that the
Union would ever want to forsake
such a protection,

With Its constitutional status now
more clearly defined than ever be-
fore, the Unlon of South Africa Is
ready Itself to begin expanding. It
would like to annex the adjacent
protectorates of Bechuanaland,
Swazlland and Basutoland, which

QGeneral Hertxog.
are now governed under the Do
minfong*office In London. When the
Union was formed in 1909, the con-
stitution provided for the eventual
Inclusion of these territories.

Their population, however, is 90
per cent black, and they were laft
out of the original Union and kept
under direct London protection be-
cause of the treatment they had re-
celved In previous years at the
hands of the Boers.

When, last year, Prime Minister
Hertrog announced to Great Brit-
aln that the Union of Sonth Africa
was ready to act lmmediately to in-
clude the protectorates, his act drew
an Instant appeal from Ohlef Tale.
kedl Khama of Bechuanaland. Brit-
ish administration of the protee
torates bas not bofn all that it
might be, but natives and pative
sympathizers beliéve that it ia bet-
ter than the discrimination
might harm them at the hands of
the Boers. .

Native Chisfa Balic.

Unlonists claim that

there was widespread dissension | -

In' South Afries, and even serlogs.

pretne
- “Neutrality and pecesslon are po-
litical Imues, to be determined in
the light of all the !

uprisings In some cases, Clarke goes
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