By WILLIAM C. UTLEY

O BE or oot to be a mon-

archy—that is the question

which, unless some alteration

arises In present plans, will
be put to a vote of the people of
Greece during the last days of this
coming September. From the lndl-
eatlons of recent political activity
under the shadow of the Acropolis,
it seems not at all Impossible that
the nation whose tongue gave us
the very word “democracy” will re-
turn its young Danlsh king, now
deposed these twelve, years, to his
traditionally shaky throme.

Premier Papayotl Tsaldaris, the
royalist head of Greece's republican
government, may effect a postpones
ment of the plebiscite if he thinks
that the sedative of time has not
yet had sufficient effect opon the
unrest of the people following the
disturbances of recent months,

While the rebels who kicked wup
such & fuss in the eleven days' elvil
war this spring have been re-
strained from actually taking up
arms for a while, thelr numbers
make up a large minority bloe, and
with the antagonism of defeat still
raokling in their breasts, they might
hardly be expected to approach the
polls with open and unblased mind.
However, a postponement of the
pleblscite, which was provided for
by a law passed by the Greek as-
sembly In July, if it should occur,
wounld be only a short one,

8o «rastle a change In®the gov-
ernment a8 a4 replacemient of the
king should- not be declided by a
mere majority vote, even the roy-
alists agree. Unless politieal con-
ditlons Improve within the next few
weeks, an overwhelming majority in
favor of the monarchy seems hard-
Iy probable, Evén Klng George II,
whose good looks and sportsman
nature have earoed the plckname
of "Gorgeous COeorglos,™ has been
quoted as saylng that he does not
desire to resume his throne as a
result of any trick move on the
part of the royalist faction.

“Gorgeous Georgios" may be pre-
suming a Httle, even at that, for
there are not uncommon rumors
that If Greece once more welcomes
a king it will not be he, but King
George V of England’s youngest son,
the duke of Kent, who married
Georglog' cousin Marina. Secandal
Is the reason. Georglos® wife, the
ex-queen Ellzabeth, In early July
was granted a divorce by the Ruo-
manian Appeals court at Bucharest,
8She charged the king with belng
unfalthful, Greeks want a king who
has a kizd and loving wife, such as
Marina. Marina Is the most popo-
lar at home of all the members of
the Greek royal family,
| Greece Gains Freedom.

Throwlng over the republic In fa-
vor of a monarchy would be a move
of novelly In the course of the
world's events, but one consistent
with the turbulent trend of modern
Greek history. One of Its outstand-
ing characterlstics Is that 1t win
be the first such move In many
yeara to be effected without the dy-
namic ¢haracter of ane Eleutherios
Venizelos storning. aboot on one
side or the other.

For Twentieth century Greek his-
tory Is largely the personal history
of Venlzelos, the “father of the
Greek republic." Glimpsed In hig
- seal of exlle in Paris, the seventy-
. one-year-old ex-premier might well

Government troops assemble for action before ruins of Temple of
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Venizelos.

and would have quashed It. How-
ever, mightler than the Turklsh
sword was the pen of Lord Byrom,
and as a result the sympathy ef
other European powers was aroused
in favor of the trampled Greoks,
With the aid of England, France
and Ruossla, the Turks were driven
out and Greece was declared an In.
dependent kingdom, with Otho of
Bavaria as Its monarch,

Otho was not wvery sympathetie
with his Greek subjects and the
Greeks dido't care a lot about Otho,
80 In 1862 they revolted and de-
posed him, As his successor they
nameéd the second son of the king
of Denmark, who became George I
of Greece.

Boundary settlements had left the
Island of Crete a part of the Turk-
Ish empire, and In 1897 the Greeks
opened warfare with thelr former
rulers across the Aegean sea and
fried to get Crete back. They were
unsuccessful, Tn 1908 Cretans them-
selves revolted and declared them-
selves a part of the Greelan king-
dom. They were led by Venizelos,
who by that time had become the
Island’s political boss and a real
force In QGreece,

Cretan Springs Coup.

When Crete declared Iis union,

with Greece, Athens sent an [ncom-
petent prince as minister to the s
lands. Venizelists sent him geurry-
Ing back home. Venizelos would
have no prince who regarded Cref
ans as his subjects. Venizelos was
& republican,

He decided that all Greece should
be a republic, went to Athens and
gained control of the govermment.
He created a mnational assembly
which revised the constitution -and
named him premier. In the first
Balkan war with Turkey Venlselos
took what Is now some of the most
productive and valoable territory in
all Greece—NMacedonia and the Ae-
gean Islands. He also doubled the
Greclan populagion. .

When the World war came on,
the king, Constantine I, who was
& Dane, paturally was in sympathy
with the Germans. Veniselos want-
ed to maintaln a peutrality favor-
able to the allles,

Despite being held up a8 & traltor
by the Greek church, which invoked
all manper of curses upon him, the
Cretan and his followers secedéd
from the kingdom and caused the
abdication  of the king.

Meanwhile the Torks had become
annoying agaln_and Venlzelos was
foreed to leave Athens to stralghten
out that little matter, Upon his
return to Greece the people re-
pudiated him and, returned Con-
stantine to the throne. The lat-
ter's son, George II, foflowed him,
Another revolution and the Vene-
zelists koocked “Gorgeons Geor-
glos" out from under his crown.
Venizelos was premler agaln, »

Rebels Steal Navy.

Despite the gaining strengith of
the royalists, Venizelos was olect-
ed premler for another term 'In
1928, It was the eighth term,

Hid successor was the incumbent
Tsaldaris, royalist and bitter Yeni-
zelan political enemy.’ The stormy
genlus of Crete decided last Mareh
that Taaldaris, who was belleved to

self appolnted fleld marshal,

Short of ammunition and not sof-
fclently protected agalnst the cold
weather, the Macedonians and
Thracians were stopped by the
heavy artillery and machine guns
of Genersl Kondylls along the
banks of  the Struma ¥iver. When
the revolution was only eleven days
old they were completely routed
and thelr officers left In flight, for
the larger part on foot, mcross the
border to Bulgaria, °

“Curtain™ fér Venizelos

At sea, the Veniselists lost be-
cnuse the government had alrplanes
‘and they had none. Bombs brought
about the surrender of the Averoft
and Helle, the two .warships which
the revolutionists had econfiseated

Venizelos -himself had planned
the revolution as a bloodless one,
hoping to take the government by
bluff, surprise and confusing speed

of action. He did mot want civil.

war, With all of the shells that
were fired and the bomba dropped,

only 100 lives were lost. In fatall.’

ties It was just another banana war,

In Greek political history it was
highly Important, It marked the
énd of Venizelos' real power. He
has had to flee from his country,
where a reward of $9,500 awaits
any man who will assassinate him.
He went first to Kosos, then to
Rhodes, later on to Paris.

Most of Veniselos' financial ald
came from the $15,000,000 fortune
of his second wife, Now the Greek
government has sealed seven of
their houses, -one of which is In
Athens and Is reported to have a
library worth $5,000,000, prepara-
tory to confiscation,

Politlcal factlons In Greece are

at present trylng to estimate the |

comparative stren, hs
licabs and monarchists at the polls,
In an election last June, Tsaldaria

Royalist Strength Hidden.
While the Tsnldaris ticket ia
claimed to be neutral it is known

678 votes which

large part those of ro;
were - banking wpon
ment’s promise ‘to conduct
plebiselte in a fal and
fashion in September.

A rather liberal estimate
fhat 170,000 Greeks, mostly Vi
zelist supporters, stayed away from
the polls and that-this bloc 'will be
enough to beat the mongrchy. An
Interesting sidelight on the election
was the fact that there were 04,140

votes cast for the Communist party,

more than ever before.

have tried to restore the king in'|

1083, was getting ready for another
monarchist attempt. It was
et |4
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