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ime In North Carolina

Shows Substantial Inciease

in North Carolina every
jour of 1946, In the first full
ir year one in every 41 North

lans was a_crime vietim.

@ mation as a ‘Whole each
‘there were 40 burglaries,
ity thefts, 28 cars stolen, 7

s, one rape and seven as-
with a deadly weapon.

figures come from the fed-
pan of investigation's an-
erime report, which also
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shows:

Crime increased in North Cavol-
ing in 1946 oved 1845 as follows:
Murders irom 101 to 1135 rupe
from 84 (o 103; aggravaled assaualt
from 3.748 to 4,014 lorceny {om
6,836 (o 8.070; automobile thefts
from 1,509 to 1973 munsiaughter
cases dropped from 66 o 65 and
335 robberies were committed coeh
Year.

The Bl explained “robbery"
includes “stealing or taking away
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THE RISEN LORD AND
s DISCIPLES 3
LESSON TEXT--John 20:18-23, lﬂ'ﬂ_:_
anEEORY ON-—Hut now W'

Christ risen from the doad, and become:
the frst’ fruits of them that slept.—1

Corinthlans 15:20,
’,

Ever new and blessed in lts.tque'b
upon. our souls i the message of
Faster.  To be asgsured once more
that the grave could not hold our
blessed Lord and Saviour, and that
| he arose in viefory over sin and
death, is our delightful portion In to-
day's lesson.

It is n very appropriate conclu-
sion to our three month study of the
Gospel of John and comes in the new
quarter because of Enster Sunday.

Three helpful incidents make up
owr leszon,

I. A Risen Lord and Glad Dis-
ciples (20:18-23). 1

The appearance of our Lord to
his disciples afler he arose from the
grave emphasizes the close relation-
ship between the resurrection and
the life and ministry of his followers,

Those who llve for and serve the
risen Christ have a trlumphant faith,
an inward peace, and an outward
authority and power. Their convie-
tions are based on the Lord's own
words which came to assure the dis-
ciples ns they secretly asgembled for
fear of the Jews.

He stood In their midst and spoke
the words of peace (vv. 19-21) and
authority (vv. 22, 28). °

Peace of soul is absolutely essen-
tial to useful and satisfied living.
Only as we are v'gteadfast, immov-
able,” can we be “‘abounding in the
work of the Lord" (I Cor. 15:58).
Steady at the center, active at the
Efrcumlerence.

Commissloned and sent by the Son
of Gad, clothed with Holy Spirit pow-
er, .the Church of God has his au-
thority. While some have read too
much into verse 23, others have read
out of it the real authority that God
has given.

Little wonder that we read (v, 200,
“Then wera the disciples glad when
they saw the Lord.” They had rea-
son for real joy!

IL. A Convinced Doubter and Glad
Testimony (20:26-28).

Thomas made the gerious error of
being absent from the gathering of
the disciples when the Lord Jesus
stood in their midst. Let those who

the place and hour of worship take

| beed lest théy miss & blessing, and

goming later add nothing to the spir-
itual life of the church, but rather
®ecome troublers and doubters.

But God graciously turns the doubt

o R 0 e R
March 24

County to establish a war memorial

ar terms (to terminate within
‘couny commissioners - and who
 suthorizge establishment of memo-

veterans of all wars. Commission
would be authorized to make study
of such neer, designate location of
memorial and determine plans
therefor. Would authorize county
and municipalities therein to ap-
propriate from their general funds
such sums as they desire ta appro-
priate for such purpose. Memorial
would be designated a necessary
expense.) To Judiciary 1.

March 26, reportea favorably by
Senate commiitiee. March 27, pass-
ed second reading in the house,
March 28, passed third reading in
the Senate. March 29, received in

Committee.

il &

rafter completign of job) by |
servewithout compensation. Would | |

rial 'or monument to -memory of |

the  House and sent to Calendar |

March 27.
“To amend section T-70 of the

commeonly absent themselves froma”

General Statutes of North Carolina
relating to the terms of Superior
Court in Lenoir and Duplin Coun-
ties In the sixth Judicial Distriet.”
(Would set out schedule of court
terms for Lenoir and Duplin, and
provide that all criminak terms un-
contested divorce cases may be
tried and courl may hear motions
in civil matters not requiring jury
trial and make orders or decrees
respecting judicial sale¥. Would pe-
come effecuve July 1, 1947.) To
Judiciary 2.

SB 429 - Introduced by Johnson,
March 28.

o amend General Statutes 160-
25 relating to qualification of muni-
cipal officers, as it applies to the
town of Wallace in Duplin County.”
(Wotld add groviso to cited section
exempting from section's provi-
sions all officers and employees of
town of Wallace except the mayor
-and members. of board of alder-
men.) To Judiciary 1.

SB 430 - Introduced by Johnson,
March 28, . B

lic Laws*of?198¥ relating to the
General Counly Court in Duplin
County.” (Would repeal Act of 19-
37 entitled “*An Act to amend chap-
ter 85 Public Laws Extra Session
of 1034, and {o dispense with jury
trials for Gengral Couuty Court’in

of Thomas into a means of bl g
to all of us who since then have read
of his experience, Thomas was an
honest doubter. God is always ready
to meet such with satisfactory proof.
The trouble is that there are 80 many
in the world who use professed
doubts to cover a life of sin.

! Doubt may come to any man. In
| jtgelf it is no sin. But to cherish it
and hold to it in unbellef—that is a
different matter, One wise spirithal
leader rightly counseled his people,
“Believe your bellefs and doubt your
doubts. Never make the mistake of
doubting your beliefs or believing
your doubts,”

When doubting Thomas saw the
Lord, his questions changed at once
to strong convictions and assured
personal testimony to his blessed
Lord.

Bervice (21:16-17).

After meeting Jeésus on the frst
REaster morning, Peter had been as-
sured of forgiveness for his denial
of the Lord and had been taken back
into fellowship and service with him.

But then something’ seemed to
4ave gone asiray, for we find that
4 Peter and the others had returned
to their old life as fishermen. They
seem to have lost their vision, or
had beceme discouraged. -

But the Lord had not forgotten
them. He appeared and told them
where to catch fish, and then we
have the lovely scene around the fire
a8 they breakfasted together.

There it was that the Lord met
Peter, and as be had denied Christ
thrice he is asked to thrice declare
. his devotion to him.

The man who thus declared his
peadiness to serve Christ to the end
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I, A Restored Disciple and Giad
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of court; effect-
ve date July 1, 1947.) To Finance.
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