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. MEMORY SELECTION—8¢ not drunk
. With wine, wherein 1s excess; but be
- Mlled with the Spirit. —Ephesians 5:18
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TH.I: increase in the drinking
hablts of our nation is a source
of concern, not only to the forces of
morality, but to the liquor interests
. themselves, How strange it Is to
" have the purveyors of a commodity
. ‘urge moderation in its use!

Undoubtedly the Bible's answer
to this whole preblem fs the only
righi one. The Word of God has
many strong things to say cop-

. cerning alcoholic beverages. Wise
Is the man who heeds the Injunc-
tions of Scripture.

L Liquor—as De'ucrlpuon (Prov.

20:1).
WHA'I‘ a striking text this Isl
Think of its implcations,
*Wine Is a mocker.” It grasps its
victim In a vicelike grip, and then
taunts him in his inability to release
himself., The drunkard is a victim
of his own appetite, helpless to re-
mist the temptation which ensnares
him.

The young person who takes his
firsl drink for sociabllity is indeed
deceived, in that alcoholic Hquor
never reveals the possible cost
which it exacts from the one whe
takes that first drink. The betler
part of valor is to leave the stuff
alone.

The Word of God says further
that “strong drink is a brawler”
(A.S.V.). All of us have probably
seen how the drunkard enters into
conflict entirely without reason. Li.
quor seems to make a man sense
less to danger and quick to express
anger.

II. Lignor—a Warning (Prov. 23:
19-21).

: THE admonition of this passage
is that we should not be found
‘among drunkards and gluttonous
‘.. Bolomon here tells us of one of the - :
_‘vesults of drunkenness and gluttony - L ,
-~ ~poverty. The drowsiness which s o ) -

the result of both of these sins does
indeed clothe @ man with rags.

It, therefore, we have ng higher
motive than that of self-respect,
~ {han that of having enough of shis
world's goods te make & present-
&ble appearance, we should avold
Sempany with these who will lead
us futo the same excess that ohar-
Soterises them. How Important .

‘ Is that we guide our hearls In

God’s way. "

Let us understand, of course, that
there are far higher motives for
right living than those involved
here, However, if we can come to
the conclusion to avoid drinking on
the basls of a lower motive, how
much more important it {s to come
fo the same conclusion on the basls
of & higher one. As Christians, that
higher motive concerns our testi-
maony before men, our living a life
that will cause others to want to

» Emow Christ; in short, our living for
the glory of God.

HI. Liguor—a History (Prov, 23:
20-85; Eccles. 10:17).

]-ll THE first of these Scripture

passages we have what may be
called a history of drunkenness,
This sin leads to woe, to sorrow, to
eontentions, to wounds without a
‘eause,

But that s not the end. Look care-
fully at Proverbs 23:32 and stress
the first threq words, “At the last.”
At the last, it does indeed bite like
& serpent and sting like an adder,
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The little girl in tHe picture gezes atoss e fumbling weliors ol s “‘;
mountain stream and wondess about things, . L - B

She wonders about the other side of the strecm; about e Wil o
that flourishes in its depths and along its banks: abowt e great mysiery
of the waters as they roll on to the distant rivet emd ke jon-off secs, |

As she grows in years and stature and her mental Forlson expands
the will know more about these and memy other things; but clways there
wiil be things to be learned, problems i be solved, mysteries o be
explained. ' .

The little girl is a symbol of humemity as she sfonds and YooEs cmd
wonders. For man is always peering intq the dim distances and wondes-
ing what lies beyond.

But there is a key to all Humen problems emd a solution for ofl
mysteries. It is the key of faith. It is found in the Scriptures and the teach-
ings of the Church. It is God's gift to those who live by faith, '

Religion helps men to solve present perplexities and lights up the
dim heyond. : -

ome’s body and soul that it seems . P : —
as though there is mo remedy, 3 =

Thank God, there is a remedy; ) 2 - '
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. Is i any wonder that the admoni-

“tom i *Look not thoy upon the wine
"when it is red, when it sparkleth In
€up, when It goeth down

."" Although man still has

l semblance of right thinking, the

temptation is great enough to de-

"\88ive him as to the consequences,

i view of such results, is it any
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