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Nchomiah travelled not only with
letters from the king, but assur-

ance in his heart that he was .on
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nations. Just how much help he
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know that he achieved the high
purpose which God had put in his
heart. He governed the city wisely
for a dozen years, and- - wrought
many notable reforms. Read the
first seven chapters of Nehemiah
for the complete story. Read also
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arrival in Jerusalem,UPON made a tour of the
city by night. He was shocked and
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build the walls. And they were im-

pressed with the earnestness and
'

sincerity and courage of his calL
"So built we the wall; and all the
wall was joined together unto the
hall thereof; for the people had
mind to work," Nehemiah 4:6.

There is work for everyone who
Is of a willing mind. There is work
in the home. Boys and girls who

'

pitcli in and share in the everyday
work of the home make glad the
hearts of their parents, and at the
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same time they are learning how to
care for their own hornet when they
grow up.

STRENGTH AND ENCOURAGE-
MENT

NEHEMIAH set the people
families, with (pals

for work and weapons for defense
against the enemy. And in this
union of numbers there was both
strength and courage. We need to-

day to learn anew thi lesson of
working together. So often we Wit-

ness evidence of people pulling
against one another. We see It in
the home and in the school and In
the wider areas of life in politics
and in the clash between oapital
and labor.

THOSE WHO OPPOSED '
NEHEMIAH

lesson describes not onlyOUR courage and wisdom of
Nehemiah in getting the Jews to
work and work together, but It
tells us about those who opposed
the rebuilding of Jerusalem. San-ball-

was the governor of Samaria,
and when he heard that Nehemiah
was rebuilding Jerusalem, he put
in to defeat him by many sohemes
of sabotage.

He began with ridicule. "What
do these feeble Jews?" he scof-flng- ly

asked. Ridicule is always
one of the weapons of those who
would tear down and destroy.
Young people will do weU to guard
themselves against the snare of
cynicism. It is a dangerous thing.
Sanballat and his cohorts, Tobiah,
and certain Arabians and Am-

monites and Ashdodites, conspired'
to hinder Nehemiah In many devi-
ous attacks; but the people worked
and fought, in the name of the
Lord.

WHAT MAKES A REAL LEADERT

THIS is the question which will
arise as we study

this lesson. How could one man
Inspire people to undertake the im-

possible? First, Nehemiah relied
implicitly upon God's help. Second,
he threw himself into the task,
fearlessly and intelligently. Third,
he possessed the quality of inspir-
ing faith and hope in others. These
are the qualities that make a real
leader, anywhere, any time.

How we do need such leaders to-
day! And the Bible speaks to us,
in the story of Nehemiah, remind-
ing us how real leaders are pro-
duced. Read the 122nd Psalm.' Here
is the secret of It all "They shaB
prosper that love thee."' Every
difficulty confronting the home, the
community, the nation, the world,
can be met and mastered, provided
we tackle it in the name of the
Lord, relying upon' his wisdom, bis
strength, his poise.
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