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|  Death Sentence, Changes Life

Having been troubled with severe
stomach pains for several days, I
finally got up the courage to see a
doctor. His diagnosis: that it was
Rhis firm belief that I had cancer,
and that my days were numbered,
changed my whole life.

Up until this time, I was like
bundreds of other people In the
state where I lived, North Carolina,
I was moderately wealthy, and en-
tirely selfish to the sufferings and
trials of the unfortunate about me.
Oh, 1 was a4 church member alright,
went when It suited me and ga e
stintingly when asked for a contri-
bution, and otherwise ignored the
whole thing. _

As 1 left the doctor's office and
got into my waiting car, 1 was still
trembling from having heard my
death sentence, I (ried hard to clear
my mind and decide the things I
must do at once since my days of
living were numbered. James, who
had been my loyal driver for over
ten years, noticed my agitation, but
wisely refrained from asking ques-
tions. With a shock, I realized that
I knew nothing of his family life
as 1 had never bothered to
inquire. But now, some how I was
interested, very interested.

“Say, James, how do you and
your family make out, financially
I mean? Do 1 pay you enough to
{lve comfortably?” His astonish-
ment, that I had bothered to ask
about his welfare, showed on his
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face, as he answered. "Well, we do
0. K. I guess, only I can't seem te
ever get enough together to send
my boy to college. A brighter lad
never lived, and he's willing enough
to work half time but even at this
1 can't seem to get up enough to
let him enter. He'll be so bhurt and
disappointed when I tell him that
his old dad has falled him again."

As I listened to poor Pames' ac-
count of his financial struggle, 1
seemed to remember that he had
at one time asked for a raise, and
I had rever gotten around to grant-
ing it., The words came spontane-
ously from my still trembling lips,
“Well, listen James, don't tell him
that he can't go to the University,
for he is golng and I'm giving you
orders to get him ready at once,
All expenses are to be on me. Don't
look so incredulous, James, And 1
hope you know that there are no
strings attached., I'm doing it be-
‘cause 1 truly want to.” From Is
expression, I'm sure he thought I
had taken leave of my senses, but
he asked no questions,

As we drove up to my large ranch
type house, it loocked more beaulti-
ful than I had remembered. May-
be I had never realized its full beau
ty, but now that I was to leave it
shortly, it became increasingly
dear. As 1 started up the steps, my
overseer stopped me. In a volce
full of agitation and close to tears,
he told me that one of his older
boys had accidently shot and killed
one of my prize steers. “But Sir,
I'll pay you.every cent if you'll jus:
Eive me a little {une.”

Again the right words came
easily as 1 told him that 1 couldn't
accepl money for an accident, and
that he was to forget the whole
affair, and to please tell his boy
that there were no hard feelings.
For some strange reason, 1 inquired
how his poor hard working wite
was, and whether the little girls
had ever gotten well enough to at-
tend school,

“"Oh, we make oul,” he replied,
“only the the little ones still keep
the sore throat. The County doetor
told me that they'd never he well
until 1 git their tonsils out But
how can I do this when they charge
25 dollars a tucking?"

With a deep feeling of guilt thit
I hadn't paid him enough to give
his children proper medical care,
[ told him, “Well Jim, these are
orders. Make your arrangements
al once Lo have the children Laken
to a hospital, The bill is to be sent
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directly to me: You'll owe owe me
pothing as your past loyalty Is pay-
ment enough."

As I slowly went on into the
house where I lived alone since my
wife had passed on, I went from
habit to my small, well fitted bar.
But as I stared at the many bottles

of Scotch, a feeling of revulsion|

came over me, and I made my way

on up to my bed room. Sitting|

down, 1 unfolded my paper and

stared at the stock market readings. |

But reading such reports could no
longer be of any interest, so I push~
ed it aside. What do men read when
they know they are going to die?
The Bible, yes, the Bible was what
I needed to read. But where was
our Bible? I could remember see-
ing it since my wife died. Calling
my one colored servant from the
kitchen, 1 finally made her under-
stand that I earnestly needed a
Bible. After making several un-
successful trips to the attie, she
went to her little nearby house
and returned with hers. “But what
should a dyilng person read? 1
wouldn't have time to read it all,
After much turning, I came to the
Psalms, and as I read, I imagined
that I felt more peaceful, and after
a time became sleepy. But after
retiring, I became wide awake, and
spent the remainder of the night
trying to outline in my mind the
things that I must do at once be-
fore 1 slept the “Eternal sleep.” .

Fipst, T must build this little
community a church. With deep
shame, I remembered the repeated
visits of two nice women who Ilit-
erally plead with me to help them
build a badly needed church. My
face burned as I remembered that
I had indifferently refused to offer
any help at all, Well, I'd see that a
large check, was sent tomorrow, or
else 1 might be too late. They
should have their church, And next
I must make a will. This would take
careful thinking for I realized for
the first time the need and poverty
that surrounded me. I'd try to
make it up to them some how. If
any was lelt, then I'd remember
the orphanages. Oh yes! I must
remember the orphanages, for what
better way could money be used
than to help little helpless child-
ren? But first, I must help build
our little community church.

As the palns increased dailly, it
dawned on me that now that my
affairs were in order, my will made
that the sensible thing for me Lo
do was to go to the hospital so that
the doctors could make my last
days less painfull. So over night, I
found myself in one of the wonder-
ful hospitals of our state, For sev
eral days, | endured endless exam-
inations and numerous x-rays and
was finally given the diagnosis that
four doctors had fully agreed on.
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could be easier to than a kidney bean

:qm" mmmm Just different to excite
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Look how simple this salad is #t make: . e

1 No. 2 ean red kidney {m wweed

1 eup celery 4m-m :

2 eggs, chopped ;. P . ek .;“

kidney beans into wih

nuf."'ﬂum } toss nhhﬁ
until well mixed. Serve on Joaf or in R
tuce. with parsley or walercress. Serves &

Fire Permits
Now Necessary

County Warden Ralph Miller
stated that as of Februrary st and
until June 1st, inclusive, it will be
necessary for all people burning
any brush to first obtain from him
or a duly authorized agent & burn-
Ing permit to start or cause to be
started any fire in Duplin County.

The law reads as follows:

It shall be unlawful -for any per-
son, firm or corporation to start or
cause to be started any fire or ig-
nite any material in any of the
areas of wobdlands under the pro-
tection of the State Forest Service
or within five hundred feet of any
such protected areas between Lhp
first day of February and the first
day of June, inclusive, in auy
year, without first obtaining from
the State Forester or one of his
duly authorized agents a permit to
set out fire or iznite any material

in such above mentioned protected
areas; no charge shall be made for
the granting of said permits.

This section shall not apply to
to any fires started or caused to be
started within five hundred feet of
a dwelling house.

Any person, firm or corporallon
violating this act shall be guilty of
a misdemeanor, and upon convic-
tion shall be fined not more than
fifty dollars ($50.00) or imprisoned
for a period of not more than 30
days. (Chapter 14-139 General Sta-
tutes of North Carolina as amended
by Chapter 120 of Public Laws of
1939 session.) ’

* Burning permits may be obtain-
ed from any of the following agents
G. R. Cowan, Beulaville, RFD; B.
F. Maready, Chinquapin Fire Tow-
er; Edgar English, Wallace RFD,
A. C. Hall Hardware Store, Wal-
lace; C. Mc. L. Batts, Rose Hill,
RFD; Floyd Brinson and Sidney
Smith, Rose Hill Fire Tower; B, V.
Byrd, Rose Hill, RFD; Dallas Jones,
Warsaw, RFD; Farmers Hardware
Store, Warsaw; H. A. Parker, Bow-
den; H. B, Kornepay Store, Calypso,

With a feeling of hopelessness, for
I had gone through all this before,)
I listened entirely unbelieving as,
the soft-spoken doctor kept re-
pesting to my continued guestion,

“but, doctor, I have cancer, haver.'t
R

"But sir, you have no cancer,
only an ulcerated condition that
should readily respond to treal-
ment. Barring no complications,
you should be able to return home
in a couple of months,

It has been elght happy, busy
years now since I believed my days
of living to be numbered. With the
help of God Almighty, I have tried
o live every day as unselfishly as
any one would live if he knew that
today might be his last opportunity.
Our little church has long been
completed, and they made me very
happy when I was made one of the
deacons.

From the bottom of my heart, 1
can sincerely say that "When 1
was falsely sentenced to death, 1
was truly sentenced to live."

Writer’s Note: I've writlen this
story as nearly as possible in the
words of the gentleman who told
me his life story,

Mrs. Howard Joiner,
Warsaw, N, C.
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|rounding mountains is
‘| observe the unusually early buds

Calendars Liar

Asheville, N. C. — Here in west-
ern North Carolina’s mountains the
forsythia, candytuft, the phlox, the
subulata, for-get-me-nots and even
the crocus -- are all doing their
best to make a liar of the calendar.
The weatherman says this Is the
warmest January ever for these
mountains, but there’ has been no
need for weather statistics to prove
that paint. A drive through the sur-

spring time visitors, ‘have &
thelr bit to the nnlnl
confusion,

NCEA Mlll
Raleigh Mar. 9“

enough to

WEEK BEGINNING FEBRUARY 6th
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MDND&Y and TUESDAY

It's A Great Feeling

Starring Dennis Morgan and Jack Carson.

WEDNESDAY

Thelma Jordon

Starring Barbara Stanwyck and Montgomery Clift.

THURSDAY and FRIDAY

Top 0 The Morning

Starring Bing Crosby and Barry Fitzgerald.

SATURDAY Cont. 1 to 11

Starring Tim Holt.

DOUBLE FEATURE 'y

Indian Agen} . ..

Henry The Rammaker

Starrmg Raymond Walburn.

e N e S

but youll haveio

Feel the

Power? ..

l

s e 15

. @.‘T EamE- o



