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I'm Glad That We Went Broke

As Told To Me By Mrs. Wade Myers of Atlanta, Ga

By Mrs. Howard Joyner

Up until my husband and 1
were middle-aged, we were a typ-
jcal American family, with two
teen-aged girls and twin boys ap-
proaching young manhood, While
we hal always had enough of the
necessities, and a few of the com-
forts, we never had any of the ex
tras that wealth brings. But we had
that which money cannot buv
“Love, a [air sense of values, and
a peace of mind that accompanies
clean, honest living.”

It seems that overnight, our
lives were turned “topsy turvy"
by the death of a great uncle. Of
course we knew that his wealth
was unlimited, but we had never
thought seriously that we would
be left his heirs. He made us a
few visits but each one was ac-
companied by such severe criti-
cisms, that we had long ago dis-
regarded ever being left anything
by him.

In a few short weeks we were
moved into a ualatial home and a
housekeeper employed to take
over the work that I had always
taken for granted. Our make be-
lieve life was begun. When 1 cri-
tized, I was neatly put in my place
by either my husband or one of
my daughters, who usually re-
plied, “Don’t be old fashioned, we
fashionahle thing to do” I no
longer recognized my children or
my husband. My boys no longer
made a pretense of working, but
caroused sll night and slept all
day. My sweel daughters became
social minded and 1 never saw
them uanless they were hurrying
to a social engagement .and always
in a hectic rush to be off again, I
never knew just who their many
dates were bul from the appear-
ance of two, I had my suspicions
that they were married men.

The greatest change was in my
husband. He had always been a
home-loving man, but now he was
quite the opposite. Between his
daily visils to his club, his golf
appointments, and his dancing
lessons, he was rarely ever at home.
When I tried to tell him how lonely
I was, he would only sulk, and
come home later than ever. When
it seemed that I could bear it no
leave and return to my little home
town. On the night I had planned
to leave, the telephone rang in the
early morning hours, and on ans-
wering it 1 heard my son's volce
pleading with me to come to the
police headquarters where he and
his brother were held for drinking
and disorderly conduct. When 1
finally was able to bring them
home, I returned to find that my
daughters were still out, and the
Lord only knew where they were,
My husband was still too intoxi-
cated to understand the serious-
ness of my problem. While wait-
ing for my daughters, I prayed
more earnestly than ever that we
would lose our undeserved wealth,
and be poor again.

The following morning I had a
very unexpecled visitor, A very
young and attractive woman paid

me a visit. She soon got straight
to the point. She wanted me (o
divorce my poor, misunderstood
husband so that she could marry
him and make him happy. This, I
promptly refused, and bade her
dood-day.

This night-marish life continued
for three more years, and then the
blow fell. My husband returned
from his office looking like Death,
and informed us all that. he was
Broke. It seemed thal he had been
gamboling heavily all these vears.
and the last big plunge had wiped
him out. All that was left was a
dilapidated and sorely run-down
small ranch, and we soon moved
put in the country because there
was no alternative.

Almost overnight my husband
seemed his old self again, and
went into the ranch life like an
“old timer."” Buwt my children’s
improvement was very slow, as
they pouted and refused to help
us with the unending chores, But
finally, as their health improved
from the ravishes that their hectic
living had caused, each began to
take on several sell appointed du-
ties, Being young and normal, it
was natural for them to soon come
out of their shells, and enter the
life of our little communily.

It has now been s5iXx vears ago
that we moved to our little ranch,
In this time, it has been changed
by hard work on all of our parts,
into a very {ine place. All Lhe
children are happily married to
fine, honest, hard working com-
panions. And while there's little
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The Living Faith

Lesson for March 19, 1950

ANY =& funersl sermon has

been pre@ched over the Chris-
tian church, but somehow the corpse
pever stays put. What keeps it go-
ing? All sorts of explanstions have
been given by unsympathetie out-
siders. The church (we are told) is
an upper-class hobby, or a lowars
class opiate; it Is
a social club, it is
s burial soclety;
it panders to pride,
or it is a perverse
form of self-tor-
ture; it s kept
alive by a well
run organization.
Such explanations
do not explain. The e
truth is at heart DF. Foreman
quite simple: The church is kept
alive by faith, What Is Christlan
faith, the faith of the church? A
study of the Scripture for
weel, or a broader search through
the New Testament from end to
end, will convince any impartial
reader of the falsehood of some of
the notions about what Christian
faith is.

Some have claimed that ft is
nothing but taith in the Fatherhood
of God and the brotherhood of man.
Let the reader try to find this in
the New Testament if he can.

If you had said this to an early
Christian, he would have replied
along this line: That Is just the
problem—how can we become sons
of God?! How can men achieve
brotherhood? Others tell us that
falth is belief in a series of doe-
trines.

' Let the reader search the
New Testament and see If he
can find there anything about
faith in a creed. BSometimes
this notion takes another form
~—ithat faith eoriginally waa »
belict that Jesns' bellefs were
true; In other words, that
faith Is accepting the “religion
of Jesus.”

Now the church from the begin-
ning belleved that Jesus' thoughts
were true thoughts; but faith was
never a simple second-hand ac-
ceptance of any One's ereed, not
even that of Jesus. The faith we
find In the New Testament is none
of these things. Still less is it faith
in the saints, in Mary, or in an
“infallible” church.
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Faith: Not About, But In . ..
HE FAITH that broke out In
glorious light In those early

days of the church, and has cob-

tinued shining down through the
centuries, was not belief about any-
thing or anybody, it was belief IN

Some One; and that Some One was

Jesug Christ.

There Is a simply astonishing
variety of ways in which he is
spoken of in the New Testament.
He is Son of Man, he is teacher
and healer, he is the first-borm of
many brothers; he is Priest and
Sacrifice, he Is the Propitiation, the
Reconcller of men to God; he Is
Master and Lord, he is the Word—
that Is, what God has to say to us;
he is the Son of God, he sits on the
throne of the universe, he will
judge every man,

To put it quite bluntly, the church
believed (end still believes) in a
supernatural Christ and not only
in a human Jesus. They belleved
in him as a teacher, as the Teacher
indeed; but not merely as one
whose teachings had been Inter-
rupted by an untimely death. They
did not “play down' his death, on
the contrary they played it up.

Christ crucified for us is al
ways strongly in their minds,

But they were far frém leaving

him ss it were on a crucifix.

Any form of Christianity that
thinks of Jesus chiefly as a Christ-
mas baby; or a starry-eyed Ildeals
ist; or as a pathetic figure hanging
on a crucifix is a perversion of
New Testament ways of thought
Everywhere in the center Is the
Christ who “was dead and s alive
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Broke dgain.

In The General County Couré
Nerth Carolina,
B3 | Duplin County.
GEARLDINE JOYCE SWEATT
LORNE E. Sw'l'&'.l'.l‘

The defendant, Lorne E. Sweatt,

will take notice that an sction en-
titled as sbove has been commen-
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the federal government as well
8o to the state in which they op-
erate. Mﬂm m-tby
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North Carolina,
Duplin County. .
Te The Voters Of Duplin County
3
I hereby file my notice as a candidate for the nomination as a
member of the House of Ropmenhﬂvu for this County in the Pri-
mary Election to be held the 27th day of May, 1950, I affiliate
with the Demecratic Party,nnd hereby pledge myself to abide by
the results of said Primary, and te support in the next General
Election all candidates nominated by'the Democratic Party. i
If neminated and electeci, I hereby promise to represent the
people of this County to the best of my ability. s
Your support will be sincerely appreciated.
James A. Powers
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