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“I'HE DUPLIN STORY”
(Rditorial Correspondence)
In News and Observer Saturday, Sept. 9, 1950
In the last few years there have been plenty of pageants, sym-
o phonic dramas and community beard-growings in North Carolina
2 a8 @ part of the costumery of local history and anniversaries. His-
tory bas been made sonorous and dramatic from Cherokee to Man-
teo, Publicity agents have however, been increasingly hard put
to/find anything new to say about the dramas out of our own story
as'a people. Down In Duplin, however, Sam Byrd and some hund-
veda of other Duplin peeple have turned out something new. Less
solemn than all the others but as essentially serious as any of them,
the pesplé of Duplin in their story have turned out a show as en-
; tertaining as a first circus and as honestly native as a barbecue.
b Anybody who wants to go to get instruction in the history of
t Duplin County or North Carolina can do s0. A§ a matler of fact,
e “The Duplin Story” is the North Carolina story limited by no
ecounty lines, But any North Carolinian who goes for any reason
oan counrt on a full evening of lively and sentimental, often hilari-
ous but wiendily appealing entertainment. The production is not
as finished as the precise dramaturgists of the Carolina Playmakers
bave made “The Lost Colony.” The amphitheater is not set in any
such high and beautiful hills as the theater of “Unto These Hills"
; st Cherokee, Sam Byrd himself is the only professional-actor in
| the cast in Kenansville. But in Kenansville the people themselves,
bave with both local lustiness and local grace turned a big sloping
hillside into a varlety show of North Carolina history which is as
real as the people who participate in it.

No gentlemen step out of the daguerreotypes on the Kenans-
3 ville stage. A genile comedy even appears in the characters of the
honored personages of Duplin history. The truth is that the whole
essence of "The Duplin Story” Is that If is shaped in terms of a
poople’s own memory of themselves which contains not only pride
+ 4 butthe memory of simple things, sometimes herole bul also humor-
e { " gus, W00, Essentially Sam Byrd has made the play a sort of drama-
3 $igtion of his own homesickness as an American (and Duplin
County) serviceman abroad. Maybe such a remembering of Dup-
Jin 48 88 romantic as remembered barbecue long after any signs of
.‘ It 1s, however, never a stuffed-shirt romantization. It centains
! not only Revolutionary and Civil War heroes in real battle accom-
- panied by satisfying explosions on the stage, noble ladies and gen-
1 tlemen, loyal slaves, but also bombastic Democratic politiclans,
prissy lady sehool-teachers, an old-time preacher with a eomic
mustache, i sany drum beater and some of the best Negro singing
ftom spiritasl to hi-dee-ho. One of the most interesting agpects
of the whole show 13 the mighty fine time in their scenes the col-
- ored people and white people of Duplin County have leﬂu their
history together Also it may be in the spirit of the show that there
asems nothing strange about the conjunction of the brave planters
Meclog the dark future after the War Between the States and the
magnificent singing behind them by a Negro chorus of “The Bat-
tle Blymn of the Republic” which Sherman's soldiers loved so well.
The ladies may seem out of place at a 1008 political rally; their
dameing umder the political banners adds liveliness to the scene,
nevertheless, There is no flaw nor and anachronism; however, in
the railroad station scene In which Duplin boys go. off to wmd
War L 1t seams good that one who s to dle andl!nl#—_m to
a Lagion post goes off joking with his girl that she'll'fobgét him
“bafore the Shoo Fly gels to Mount Olive.” Not in any greater
. theaters were there ever any better off stage nolses of the
‘trains with the sad whistles which the Coast Line ﬂll-‘h :nld
through Duplin.

lﬁ and m is not a symphonic drama. In many waya itls a
Mw extravaganza about a home history which does not
Inthmidate. Bl or turn him to either pompousness or m
. llommnryo!nodutlns.uwellqmnm;.d
dfnée as well as polities and preaching. Wisely ih such
‘remembering he has recreated the congregations of
n)u-b war and politics, education, welcomes and farewells. His
- setors are bost in mass groupings and mass choruses, One of the
_. best seenes In this or any other play is the slow mass maoyement of
Mﬂ'ﬂhmmmmnln the scene of the end-
nnhwumm
g ﬂmmtmephrlhenmmo!
. Aialogue full of wit, sentiment and beauty. Byrd’s own apostrophe
%0 the American Fiag at the end of the play might come perilously
sloss t0 & flag waving George M. Cohan cnuam of a musieal comedy
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Sam Byrd has written himself wmaming which ls not a plu-r.
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our
county to the mﬂl,'. pe Mm'e
a disappointing crowd ‘of about
1,500 at Kenannn!e ‘Thursday
night. The show, now in its sec-
ond season will be
through next Tuesday, wlth the ex-
ception of Sunday.

Taken as a whole, the . three-
hour drama was a moving spectacle
which brought to life the high-
lights of Duplin’s 200 years.of ex-
istence. A few of the scenes, no-
tably that of a southern "colonel
idding farewell to his family and
slaves in the Civil War, could best
have been forgotten but tie major
portion of The Duplin Story rose
to heights unexpected in an ama-
teur production. "
~Two relatively modern scenes,
graduation exercises at James
Sprunt Institute in 1910 and a po-
litical rally in 1008, demonstrated
a subtle bumor that was in many
ways remarkable and the battle of
Rocklish Creek in 1781 was done
in a convincingly realistic manner.

Sam Byrd, author, producer and
narrator is one of the few profes-
sionals in the buneh and his fine
performance tied t{ogether the
rambling story into a swift moving
effectively staged production. The
lighting and backdrops were un-
usually effective.

Byrd ifhkes the part of a navy
chief in London, lonly and home-
sick for his home in Duplin, who
tells two English children of the
lifé and history of his native home-
stead. The first Duplin scene
shows a tobacco field near Faison.
Then the story flashes back Lo
1775 with a visit of a high colonial
official to Sarecta, the battle of
Rockfish Creek, the wunfortunate
farewell scene and the return of
the Confederate troops from the
war,

1508 Political Rally

The narrative leaps to 1908 with
the political rally and graduation
exercises, followed by the leaving
in 1817 of the Duplin youths going
to war. The closing scene was Vie-
tory Day in 1945, which topped the
night’s entertainment on a religious
and patriotic note,

We are told that a totai of 750
Duplinites had a part in the show;
and it is easlly believable., The

and the producers did not stint in
the use of players to add realism
to the seenes, The costumes were
beyond reproach.

Edith Hinnant Dickerson, negro
soprano, and Corwin Rife, as a
drummer who entertained the visit-
ing official at Sarecta, were stand-
outs from the entertainment point
of view. The music on a whole
was good, although a few efforts
on the part of the two cholrs are
best left unmentioned.

The Duplin Story had its faults,
but ‘they are overwhelmed by its
many good points, It's a show
which no North Carolinian, and
particularly no Eastern Carollnlan
should miss,

1,500 SEE “DUPLIN
STORY” AS IT BEGINS
NEW SEASON

(Goldsboro News-Argus |
Friday, Sept. 9, 1950)
Kenansville — Fifteen hundred
people saw “The” Duplin Story"
in Hamp "Williams' cornfield on
Thursday night, .
State leaders joined with native
sons in paying tribute to Sam
Byrd's' musieal dramatization of

Duplin Story” will be given nightly
on these dates: September 8, 9,

A1, and 12
cheer Dupliners at the reshowing,

give for her,” he said “detnmiua

the progress of the future.” y
“It s fitting,” said Governnr

Scott, “that we look back at what

Duplin. Story" took a lot of work |

200 years of Duplin history, “The| ¢

Governor Scott was present to):

“What our eitizens do today {o add| .
to our state, what sacrifices they| psople

home county, the w_
actor got plenty of app
ward, Pat Bolam, En
Albert Outlaw, Jr.,
versation with n:g
talk develops the
show Duplin from M '
to the Korean situation.

Corwin Rife's ' lighting effects
count much In the m
Most moving is tll&,ﬂll!ll by the
Negro cholr,

Prior to the preseniation Mr.
and Mrs, Vance Gavin were hosts
to Governpr Scott and a number
of state officials at a barbecue at
their home. Mr. and Mrs, Bob
Grady entertained Rep. and Mrs.
Graham Barden and editors at din-
ner.

Duplin Story Opens
For Second Season

(Wilson Dally Times
Friday, Sept. 8, 1050)
Eastern Carolina’s - gwn saga
drama, “The Duplin Story"”, open-
ed last night in the amphitheatre,
in Kenansville. And it will be glv-
en lonight and Saturday. “The Du-
plin Story” was written by Sam
Byrd - he takes the leading part
- last year to commemorate the
200th anniversary of the founding
of the county. It is a tremendous
historical drama, and is being glv-
en again this year by popular de-
mand,

The Duplin Story could be de-
veloped to mean as much to East-
ern Carolina as the Lost Colony
his to the coast country-and Un-
to These Hills, to the seenle moun-
tain section. For Eastern Caroling
is rich In history and tradition, as
this drama brings out. Iis free-
dom loving people have added
many pages to Nistory as was
shown last night in the scenes of
the battle of Rockfish creek, Aug-
ust 2, 1781 through the end of
World War II. And they are ad-
ding dn,lly to, the sum_total. For

the ecas approximately 1000 is

de ‘mostly of the people of
that seglion, Yes, it is gs typleal
of Ea Carolina and the good

will and fellowship that exists
among 'its people as the smell of
tobaceo,

The production opens with
Johnny Lamberl (Sam Byrd), a
homeslick GI in World War II git-
ting in- a park in London telling
about his own Duplin County to
Jennifér Carrington (Pat Bolam)
and ‘Tony Carrington (“Timmy"
Qutlaw), two English children.
The firsl scene is rightly 4 typical
fobac¢o £arm where the tying and
curing is going on, all to the rhy-
thm of the familiar Negro spirit-
uals, And Johnny (Sam) demon-
strates the chant of the auctioneer
lo the eldren, The auctioneer u..
nong ‘ollier Lhan Wilson's own Col-
onel Hart Shewmaker. Then there
are battle scenes from the Revolu-
tion and Civil War,
Hall, the home of the Kenans, Ke-

! lelluul for "young ladies”,
the' Sprunt lnstltute,!:dpnu-
tical ll.[i,r ~and the coming of the
K | through this section. Inl
all it history of the every-
day va of these people that

50 much to put this

“of the state on the firm/
: it enjoys today. It is
ity of bravery, laughter and
haal"%kl told In a varlety of
th thrilling music. And

of Liberty |

ening, 1 was disa
one respect, the audience was not
as large as the play deserved.

I want to thank and commend
the management for omitting the
Sunday performance, Other orga-
nizations will do well to follow
their noteworthy example. Today
many people use the Sabbath for
desecration and revelry rather than
consecration and worship.

I hope in the years to come that
the play will have patronage in
keeping with its merits.

Sincerely,
J. Herman Canady
Kinston and Goldsboro

Home For Aged

This is a statement from Miss
Macy Cox, of Magnolia, concerning
Home for Aged men and women
as referred to by Mrs, Grace Vann
in the Times recently:

“Many questions are being ngk-
ed about the Home in which we
are deeply interested, We are glv-
ing just a partial deseription of
the proposed home, which we hope
will create interest and invests
ment, We would prepare for 20
to begin with and enlarge later if
necessary, and possible, The build-
ing, equipment and management
would in every way meet the ap-
proval and requirements of the
State Board of Public Welfare.
Only one person in a room, unless

two sisters or dl‘;lln and wife.
Three meals a would be ser-

and rolling chair provided. -

A chapel for worsHIp, prayer
meetings, Sunday School and pres-
ching service, plano, radio, and
everything be done for the pleasure
and comfort of the aged people
there to really have a home, and
not just a place to stay. y 7

How it Is to be built, controlled
and supported areé guestions fre-
quently ‘asked, It will be bullt with
gifts from our Duplin County peo-
ple and their friends. Anyone who
glives $1,000 will be giving a room
and many, give it as 4 memorial
to some loved one, I! $100 Is given,
the ﬁm will il lluhf tnth

ved, Infirmary, practical nurse,|

who want to live in the home and
can pay their own expenses, they
will be allowed to enter as boarders
and have all the privileges and
comforts of the home. Rich and
poor will fare alike. Nobody would
feel embarassed to make it their
home, We would hope
endowment fund, There are
people In Duplin, as
recent census, Surely there

be at least 1000 adults who
gladly give as much as one dollar

support the home and as many

to glve 50 cents a year.

town and community to ‘hﬂ!
up real enthusiasm. The ones who
help will feel the blessing
selves and others be blest

you, How many and who, wants
this home established? Write
little note of approval to
pers right away, or
Let's not sit down on
get up and help m
that's needed. It will be
vestment in Heaven's b

eeccoccssoce

pé seen by everyone In

g last night. Heading the
the Governor of North
, W, Kerr Scoft and Con- |

our Iol'ehﬂ:m worked for, For

M and Mrs, Graham A.
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young people who would rejoice|

some wide-awake people in every|
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