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three NoTro ."apedal officers" to
enforce the law --at the Lake this
summer. The three Negro officer,
Jim Bouse, Allen Wilson and George
Mathis, will have police powers'only
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ChrisUan life. The : word IF t i

keeps coming up all .through the,
Bible. This does not mean that the i
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the most interesting items In connection with the story of Jesus is that
which has to do with His growth end development as a childv "He went
down with them, (Joseph and Hit mother, Mary) and came to Nazareth
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- and Jesus increased (grew) in wisdom and stature, and in favor with
God and men." Luke .2:51-5- 2, Jesus certainly taught the importance ofX,WfiS ( met Christian growth in His parables,
dead, lifeless, "Static" religionist.1 Nowhere In the Biblical record Bo we

: Zfesifeea find the Saviour placing His approval upon lazy, idle, indifferent,
professors of religion. To the faithful, He said, "Well-don- e,

thou good and faithful servant!" But to the servant who did nothing but
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waste his time and "hide hit talent, the Lord said, "Thou wicked and
slothful servant - take therefore the1 talent from him - and cast THE
UNPROFITABLE servant Into outerderkness." Matt. 25:26-3-

! Said Jesus, "Herein Father, glorified that ye bear much fruit;
so shall ye be my disciples." John 15:8. The most tragic and pathetic of
lives are those who are spiritually Stunted, '"un-
profitable servants," who say "Lord, Lord," and. do nothing to prove
that the Lord is their Lord, to love and serve. Anyone who is worthy of
the name Christian, and is sincere in his religious profession of faith,
wll want 40 grow in the Christian graces. Peter urges this In the text
at the head of this little message. And how should we "Grow in grace
and the knowledge of our Lord?"

'1. CHRISTIAN GROWTH SHOULD BE DOWNWARD: One of the
greatest scholars of our day, and equally spiritually-minde-d, has said:
"We cant go farther until we go deeper." Jesus said, "Launch out into the
deep, and let down your nets." Luke 5:4. Broadmindness is fine, if it
doesn't become so broad as to be disgustingly thin - too thin, for any
depth. Paul urges the necessity of "being rooted and grounded in love."
Eph. 3:17.

2. CHRISTIAN GROWTH SHOULD BE UPWARD. In nature tall
things grow tall, such as tall trees, by reaching upward toward the sun.
Spiritually, Christians grow tall in grace and worth-whil- e deeds, by
reaching toward Christ, the Sun of Righteousness.

3. CHRISTIAN GROWTH SHOULD BE INWARD. "Out of the heart
are the issues of life." "As a man thinketh in his heart, so is he." "Blessed
are the pure in heart." The most important consideration in a Christian's
life is his heart. If the heart is right, all will be well.

4. CHRISTIAN GROWTH SHOULD BE OUTWARD. May God have
mercy on the person, or church, that "makes a little ring around himself,
or church," and has no time, thought, or means, to invest in carrying
the gospel to a lost world. The great Imperatives of The Gospel are
"Come! and learn. Tarry! and pray. Go! and preach. Such, also, are
evidences of growth.

5. CHRISTIAN GROWTH SHOULD BE SYMETRICAL. "Riding a
hobby to death" religiously is poor business. There is nothing more
beautiful than a child of God gracefully growing into a well-rounde-d,

healthy, g, "fruit-bearin- servant of God.
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"If It Dies" 1

Many Ifs of the Bible can well be- -

expressed In the words "Only
when . . ." Three times Jesus used '

,

that fateful word in the hours whent j
he was face to face ,with his des- - ;

tiny, when he was facing the Cross,,.!
These Ifs had to do with himself,. ,,

they also bad to do fwith .

Not only his friends there- ;
and then, but now and here, inv
short, with, every Christian. One o

these Ifs is in his saying about the--

grain of wheat. Save the grain..-cov- er

it with protective varnish.?
keep it in a tin box,, put it' in a ;

bank vault, you may i' save-the- .

grain but you will destroy its life," .
there will be no other 'grains. Put:
the grain of wheat in the. ground:
where it can rot and in a few J

weeks that grain will be gone; If
will have died; but where rt died"
there will be a green blade grow-
ing, a blade that one day will be-- a

wheat stalk bearing many '

grams. If only when there iss
death can there be life. Jesu
meant that for himself; if he bad'
refused the cross he would not:
have been the "Prince of Life" andf

Saviour. He meant it for us; those-person- s

who mean most in the ;

lives of others, those vital person
alities who by a kind of bright coo i

tagion bring vitality wherever,
they go, those, are the very peiv
sons who. are least careful for'
their own selves. Wherever people-- ;

are scrambling every man for him-!- )
self, there yon hav strife and &)
struction. fe V tM
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"If Any One Sewei Mw" it
Another If is . in the saying. 4"tt

any one serves me; he must follow
me." Jesus did not- - mean follow-'- ;
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FRIENDSHIP
1st, and 3rd. Sunday evening,
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' mornings,
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BJtV.NORMAN FLOWERS
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Every Sunday morning
Bowdeo Ceaamnnrtr Canrek

1st. Srd. and fttta. Sunday evenings

SET. J, T. HATTER, JR, PASTOR
urore inurca ...
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REV. W. H. GOODMAN, PASTOR
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PINK HILL GROUP
Rev. Parrior, Pastor

Pink HU1 Third Sunday A. M.
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Women of the Chnrth

General meeting Third Tues
day night. Circle Nfc 1 First

Tuesday night

SMITHS
Second Sunday A. M. and
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HEBRON
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He meant to climb , where he-,-?

climbed, dare "what : he dared-- '
Jesus had put this; in evert) etrong-- '

er words some time before. ,

he said,1: must take his,,
own cross every day . and : follow- -

Him. Christians - are rather too.
fond of looking at the cross, and
letting their Christianity go at that.,.
But the Christian, life is not like--.

Copyright 1952

at home, and worship. It is a great
thing when father-an- mother and
children sit to gether in church.
It reminds us that really, we are not
just workers, not just people who
make so much money a year and
live in this or that kind of bouse
and drive this or that kind of auto
mobile. Beally we are children of
God and brothers of our fellow men.
We, each one of us, count with God.
TJi. 1 1 ,.m vaaamlma.
nrmr anil aiiw ltvao In this WirlH '
are important, for we are heirs of
etermtf life. Sunday as a day of rest
and worship is a blessing indeed.,
f "Remember the Sabbath day to

keep it holy.' Six days shalt thou
labor, and do all th work: but the
seventh day is the sabbath of the
Lord thy God: In it thou shalt not
do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor
thy daughter, thy manservant, nor
thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor
thy stranger that is within thy
gate., (Exodus 20:S-1- 0 A.V.) ,,
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based upon the life-lo- love and
loyalty of one man and one woman
each to the ' other and upon' their
devotion to God and His Way as
revealed in Jesus Christ, is 'the
primary and most important organ-
ization in society. If there are good
homes we will have good citizens
who will maintain good government,
good economic conditions, and good
human relations. tf ' f

And-Sunda- y is closely related to
the home, for it la the day when
parents and children may be to-

gether. Only necessary work should
be done An that day so everyone
may have a time of rest, fellowship
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PEARSALL CHAPEL P.WJB.
Rev. L. L. Parker, Pastor

Sunday School at 10:00 A. M.
Services each second Sunday mom-m- g

at U;00 and evening at 70.
League every Snnday evening at

6:00. Prayer Meeting each Wednes-
day evening at 740.

CBTNQUAPIN GROUP
' Mhntonary Baptist Oiureh

Rev. Vaan Murrell
SHARON

Morning Services
, 1st. and 3rd. .Sundays

Evening Services
2nd, 4th. and 5th. Sundays

DOB80ITS CHAPEL
Mentor Servieea

2nd, 4th, and 5th. Sunday

' Evening Bei fleet
1st and 3rd. Sundays
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iffy . y
OUAtT

looking at a show;, not even at act
tragedy. We see the cross in everyi
Christian church somewhere, per- -,

haps even the building is in th
shape of a cross.' But what Jesus t

asked for in hi followers was notj
a cross before their eyes but ai
cross in their live. To put it quite- -

simply: Christian life, when It tj
real,, i a life of sacrifice lor--

'

other. It U a life tn which tetf"!

comet last not first. A doctor aaidr'
to hit patientr T think most peoJ
pie are Christians, don't youT"- -

That depends on what you mearWj '

by Christian! If you mean by that:!
some one who, admires Jesus, yes,.i
most people are Christians. But i
you mean what Jesus meant.' one--; .

who actually fellew Jesua, hoyej-
many Christians are Christian?.' i

i'Vi,- v" iS ..J
"If I Be Lifted Up"

The third If is in the saying "If j

I be lifted up I will draw all men.) .

unto me.", We may suppose 0 hard-- 1
boiled practical man of today, or--,

of Jesus' day, possibly Judat wa1 '.
tuch a person asking Jesus, Justt
why do you go on with this idea of
the cross? Why let yourself in for--

trouble? What do you get out of itf I

If we let Jesua speak for himself.
we know that he no more went to f .

the cross to "get something out of I

It" for himself than he did any- -;

thing else for selfish reasons. H(
did not live, he did not die, fcr-- j

his own benefit His life and bis?
death were all of one piece; hi4
death Wat but the final outpouring?
of a life that had been pour'ngr
itself out into others and for others.
from the beginning. He did not-

It)daaadd

.. - HUatydajfJpf ,ni.Fi- -

D rf'rtft if itYwf

I . ;
I I r aj-- '

en,tlv
yt through Gethsemane and Col- -' '
vary in, order to be praised, or lo!
acquire merit or to win a place-amo- ng

the world's heroes. He went'
to the cross, at he had lived every?
day, to "draw all men" to him-
self. ..1 :oooooooooooooooooocooooooooo6ooo6oocoooooooooooo


