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TRAGEDY STRIKES — A BELATED PLEA
Pl s BY J, R. GRADY

Tragedy struck in Duplin this week. Tornadoes
destroyed homes, injured dozens of people, disrupted
crop plantings  and upset community life in general,

ese people must have help and have it now. Where is
# coming from? . Thousands of dollars, maybe in the
end approaching $100,000, will have to come from some-
where if these people are to be put back in normal liv-

ing conditions. 'The total loss has.been tentatively es-
timated at over $100,000 but no one knows what the

final tally will be as there is no way to tally it.

Can we sit idly by and expect these people, many

of whom have been completely wiped out, to rehabili-
tate themselves? Can we expect their next door neigh-

bors to shoulder all the responsibility of seeing that

their needs get attention?

Most of them are colored

ple but they are neighbors to all of Duplin, white
and colored. - What will we do about it?

We might say we have been missing the boat during

the past few years when Duplinites have been too pas-

ive in their attitude towards the Red Cross, its work

d what it will mean to Duplin in times of distress.

es these people are going to get help.

Those who

ualify are even going to get their homes replaced, in a

ashion. Their real home

can ngver be replaced but

ey can be put back into reasonable normal living con-

itions. Whko is geing to foot this bill?

Not Duplin

Eounty citizens who usually respond well to drives for
worthy causes but people in other counties and other
states.tYes, even some of it will come from the west
coast and maybe even foreign countries. The Red Cross
is universal in its scope and nearly cvery country in the

f it will come from Duplin.

orld contributes to the Red Cross.
will come moneys to help those in Duplin rendered des-

From the total fund

)

itute because of the tornado Monday night. Very little

This county has been given

_Teasomable quata each year but we have fallen far
ort of that quote.,” Now we must depend en people|"
ho maybe have never heard of us to do the job of helf-
ng rehabilitate our neighbors. '
Officers of the Red Cross know nothing about thi

itorial. They have made no solicitation for aid "
this emergency but this newspaper is calling on all{Pu-
plinites who would like to have a part in restoring ner-
mal life to the dozens of people made homeless and
destitute this week to send in contributions now. Send
them to the Red Cross office in Kenansville now. The

Red Cross makes no drive, as a rule, during emerdf

encies to help relieve the suffering. Their total as-
s from annual drives are used to do what they can.

There will not be another

drive in Duplin until next

year but Duplin can and we believe will respond now
and remember this disaster when the next annual drive
takes place. The year 1957 is still young and no one
knows when another tragedy may strike in Duplin.
t may be you who will have to be calling on the Red

ross next.

Jimes Reporfer's Eye View Survey

"

Storm Tossed Homes In Duplin

BY MARGARET TUCKER
The tornado struck abgut six mil-
28 south of Kenansville, on highway
1 in the Elder Church Commun-
ty, hitting the home of Wilbert Dix-
pni Jr, One third of the roof was
blown off and the house was pushed
of the foundation and moved ap-
tely 3 1-2 feet toward the
wary. Windows were broken

the chimney was damaged.
Next door the damage to Clar-
p. Dixon’s home was more se-
] The front porch roof was
priy off, balf the roof gone, wind-
bwa brokep, two chimneys blown
.. Tobacco barn destroyed and
toof of the pack house blown

:

new pews and Installing
‘ organ ~ which had  been
or was on a trial basis, all

Acknowledgment

The Times wishes to scknowl-
edge, with thanks, The Goldsbore
News-Argus for use of their cuis
of plotures made by their photo-
grapher, Bill Futrelle, of gcenes
of the tornado damage. The four
3 column plotures were made by
Bill and the culs were made by
the Goldsborg News-Argus and
a:blldlad in .their Tuesday edi-

n,

over the furniture,

Rlley Lane’s home was just @
heap of broken timbers. Hére they
were trying to salvage house hold
;oqurgn'l.ent and clothes.

room house of Walter snd
Sarah Hardy was completely gone,
All that was left was the
and pleces of furniture that had
been plled on top. The farm build-
ings were gone,

[Robert Howard's home wag a
complete loss as wag Winifred Stok-
d Mathls.

E

knocked off the foundation

L. A, Coble, white, lost about one
third of the roof of his house. A
turkey house valued at $800 and
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Top photo shows remains of Elder Chapel where choir practice was) being held
when: tornado struck, Seven were hospitalized. A new $2,000 organ was reported
to have just been put in the building, and additions and remodeling compieted,

Bottom picture shows lone refrigerator where the Riley Lane bome once was.

¥

Lane, his wife aud four children were In the house bul escaped.

| there—in what was probably the

taid. The exact number is not known

EIGHT PFBPLJI IVED HERE — Mrs. Walter
Hardy was injured h-;.l her husband and six child-

ren escaped unharmec when their home was des-

troyed,

- [RATED — Remaine al-ih Robert Howard home are seatiered scross
acres of farmland. Car Intsct bat badly damsged, '

Strikes Dupli

( “TEMPERS THE WIND TO Ti:£ SHORN LAMB”

9 People

|0 Homes Destroyed
Red Cross On Scene
Rehabilifation

BY J. R, GRADY
About 9 o'clock Monday night as
all Duplin was snug in its home lis-

In Hospital

tening to high winds, watching
sharp lightning flashes, TV's and
listening tes radios, about fifteen
homes on the east and west side
of Magnolia, together with one near
Warsaw and one near Beulaville,
suddenly were jolted — some off
their foundations, some twisted,
some battered and some not even

warst tornado ever to strike Duplin
County. In the spots where it struck
Hurricane Hazel was mild in com-
parisan. As quick as the eye could
see, the homes were no more, Scor-
g5 were Injured; nine were hos-
pitalized in Duplin General Hos-
pital and 30 to 40 were given first

as injured were pouring into the
hospital so fast doctors, nurses and
helpers had po time to keep a rec-
ord of names or first aid was ad-
ministered, The hospital was' all
quiet and in the dark except for
the emergency generator that lit
up halls and emergency rooms, at
about 8:30 when the first load of in-
jured arrived, Nurses had about all
their patients put to bed for the
night, When the seriousnesg of the
rush of injured dawned on them,
doctors and nurses from outside
Kenansville were called, When the
storm in the hospitdl had eleared
nine were put to bed and gthey re-
turmed to whst "was for¥merly their

BY REV, HERBERT M, BAEKER
WARSAW BAPTIST MINISTER

lights went oft Monday night about nine o'clock

company out for a long count
bother to play a game with the power company

next two
m Durnlis County

Apvout heard three short blasts from the
fire-truck siren 8t the Gre-station. As quickly as 1 could I slipped
into some clothes (1 had wistfully thought of catching up on some
sleep after the lights went outt and reported at the fire-station.
But no one was making an effort to get the trucks rolling. Instead,
people were gathered in a gt knot at the door to the Town Hall,
and as I made my way to the door I could feel the tenceness of
suppressed and conflicting emotions.  Inside, Paolice Chief Earl
Coombs was busy al the radio, talking to the Highway Patrol and
County Police officers, mentally mapping out where help was needed
most ang relayving the information to Fige Chief John Anderson
Johnson. Turning to the men at the door, Chief Johnson saic«
‘I want eight men to go with me and Ellwood Hevelle—The rest
of you stay here to man the fire station—Three of you go with Mr,
Baker in his ear.” My eur 15 bujlt so that it can ke made into
beds and be useful as an ambulanee)

npe-forty-five 1

There was a good bit of excitement at the Town Hall, but no
one wasled time i getting help bned up tor this emergency, It
seimed only a moment from the time I went into the Tawn Hall to
the time when 1 was k at the car with Frank Steed, W, C. Martin,
and Johnny Todd getung in with me, As 1 started the car 1 was
vaguely aware of the good sound of whirring generators that were
providing emergency light and power at the Rown Hall and the
Carolina Phone Company, power that even then was being used to
coordinate help for the tornado vietims

Headed South on highway 117, the four of us were so intent
on getling to Newkirk's Mill in a hurry that we all felt that
seconads had become minutes, and minutes were becoming hours.
But the clock on the dash and the speedometer on the car belied ©
our feelings, and i a few minutes we behind
Deputy Revelle's ear at the first site of storm damage, a labacco barn
flultened along the side of the road. A man wailked from his yard

were stopping just

I should have sensed a portent of serious triuble the way the
Frequently a
storm plays a grim game with the power company and its relay
system with the lights going on and off two or thres times before the
storm tires of the game and throws the punch that puts the power
But Monday night the storm didn't
its first punch
was a knoclk-put blow to the electrical circuits in thig area, and its
ur three blows left small areas of incredible devastation

would take We pext roa.
the chfiter -of devasdlion

\Red Cross Will Assist Victims

Injures Ankle in Ball Game

Bill Straughan, Jr.,, member of
the Warsaw High basebsll team
injured one of his ankles in a game
against B, F, Grady at Grady School
on Thursday of last week. Bill had
been instructed to sacrifice a play-
er in. He made a beautiful bunt
but the runper falled to make home
base. Warsaw won, however, in
spite of this, 9to 0,

Breaks Leg in Ball Game

Herbert Stroud, 13 year old col-
ored boy, broke his right leg while
playing base ball at Branch school
yesterday, He was hospitalized
here.

INJURES HAND

Robert Murray of Wallice was
treated for an injured hand at the
local hospital this week when he
fell about 30 feet from the roof of
a building he was working on for
Shefield Brothers Stockyards. He
was not hospitalized.

FRACTURED FOOT
Warren James, Negro, of rt. 2, Rose
Hill, was hospitalized here Monday
afterngon with an injured foot, pos-
sible fracture, suffered while work-
ing in pulpwood for Hall Pulpwood
Company of Rose Hill.

HOUSE DESTROYED
The home of Ike Frederick, col-
ored near the Frank McGowen farm
near Kenansville, was destroyed by
fire Monday night during the storm
No one was home, Bverything was a
total loss,

WIND DOES DAMAGE

A tenant house on the farm of L.
H. Quinn near Warsaw_ was damag-
ed by wind Monday night and a to-
bacdeo bnrn blown out in the road.
Also reported that the roof of &
house belonging to Gordon Ken-
nedy of near Beulaville was blown
off. Algo in that section several to-
baceo barns, belgnging to Kennedy

" lGeorge Rhodes and Pick Mercer

disaslor arciis,

wiiting took time to listen to the
to the minute news on Lthe storm damage and the progres
Across he road from my car Deputy Boone's car
with the radio on—Pedestrians kept stepping by his
to the police radio, and others stoppe d by to hear the news :
They were people that I had not seen

work

over the radio in my ear

hefore, but in the emergency they seeniv

actoss the road to tell us thut his house was

Ehl we
Thew g0 KATe us @ report thet the tn- 8

camnged. but no one

was injured. Heolp wins necded. he thgught, on down the road where
the storm had struck with foll fury While hie waoe talking o ecar
pulled up from the other dircetion. 1 odid pot know the necunants,
but they were residents of the arca and they wld us that f we

uld be hpade™ toward

humes and churches, Docl Jured had siready bern cvacuated Wo thanked them and sturted
sell (Harriss and Robert Willis of of [ dgnin, byt In ode b { the Fight tuen we should have
Kenangville; O S, Mutthews, J W { mud | : e ARG BV e Paad THEt
| Sitraughan ":]II E P. Ewers of War- cul th | 1 i oWy W passed a lumbering
bkl and Grey P K“."m":;""' of Wal- puwer cotnpany ruck, @ i about how qickly the power
toce were iy the middle u.{ it ad : TR ol s e e e R ot OF B st g semoin-the
ministering first ald  assisted by I phion ) I
hospitil nurses and volunteer nur- | 1S of ecomuiinesion . . . 1
ses, Mesdames Mary P, Bowden. | Whope the et eond desv ot v near the dam at
Lois Kisg, Sura Wells and Kuth- Newkirk's Mill, we had ty park o | ne the edge of the hugh-
srine Blanchard of Wallnce. The way.  Thal o M the poakd | I i Criss=
|nurses dounee on first floee had | occod with blown Jowr | I an vl 1 f!‘q-
héen Lony, ti o -;‘”. t".”” '”l.‘ all wonld-be reseners T follow: H ity 1 le ar M Ed
,'..I:,H”“:_I,:_'III:I"E'Il_r_:r::h“:‘.t;.hi:l"r'llllll ::|I Strickland as they jumped gl o gy araul | { \
-111] nurses were up about all night or vaulted over o tiink that 2 " l;‘ ik L 't B
Thanks Lo the quick work on th Spvernl othors were gang up the road G I..i-. Sk : ..
part of the uninjured  getbimg th Jttle eonversalion voud heard : subduel in tom Wi ..f £
njured ta the hespital and out of first honse, and found AU pactial \ yoed, but 1 om vl been
the coctors and pueses, not & smgl hurt at that home. Mast of the damage 1o Akt pomt | U Ty
lite was lost It is almost unbeliev-| forest damage:  trees twisted pod Brplken ke matehes o thty
ﬂbll,‘d o d:'l\‘n-ilh_rnllll.‘_h”lm" de 2o Biipoo wind On up the diomige was pxtensive amd the vbris
tated ares and realize that no one wa » L C L RPN .
was killed. It was nothing less than | of houses Wi b fond At l. ‘!I R A
a miracle | dise vered t he imjured hadd alr .\1.\. Wep oL ntind e
A mE T . v | " the cire to report whet we hod hedarped, an whers
(CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE) back io the cirs to repor
—= we might be nevded maor Deputy Revelle, Marvm kiens and
L] I had 1 briet consultation back at the car, and decided o thips the
biest tHing to do was go to the hospital in case they needed help
r,e s there in treating the wounced being brought n the several
I had to wait for two of my passc! ., and while

Wallace station broadeasting up
s o rescue
5 piarked
ta listen
coming

life-long friends who were

(Continued On Back Page)

Largest Still Outft In County History -

Desiroyed By Half Case Of Dynamite

Nine Hospitalized
Victims Of Tornado

Duplin General Hospital listed 35
patients at noon today. Ejght were
victims of the cyclone from near
Magnolia. All were colored. The
hospital was so crowded Monday
snd Tuesday that beds had to be
placed on the second floor hall af-
ter private rooms had been doubled
up.

Hospitalized from the storm and
hospital report of their condition
Tuesday were: Bessle Carroll, rt
3, Rose Hill, deep lacerations and
torn muscles. Serious; Herman Car-
roll, Rt. 3, Rose Hill, head 1njur-
ies, serious. Discharged Wednesday,
Wiilie Lee, Rt. 1, Magnolia, internal
injuries and multiple fractures, cri-
tical. Now listed as serious, Sadie
Howard, rt. 1, Magnolia, eye in-
juries, contusions and lacerations,
serious. Booker Lane, rt. 1, Mag-
nolia, mangled hand, satisfactory.
Alec Lee, Rt, 1, Magnolia, multiple
frretures and internal injuries. Cri-
tieal, now listed as serious. Nancy
Boone, Magnolia, fractured ribs. Se-
rious and Martha Savage, rt. 1,

Magnolia, possible fractured spine,

Serious,
Among other

The largest illieit liguor still in
the history of the county was dyna-
mited list Saturday night after of-
ticers found it from a tip off by
Coy Hill and Rodney Thigpen to
Deputy Sheriff Oscar Houslon.

Sherift Miller says the mammoth
distiling plant was located on Go-

| shen, two miles deep in the woods

on what is reported to be part of
the old Kelly land in Glisson town-
ship. Accompanying Sheriff Miller
were officers Oscar Houston, '‘Doug’
Shivar, Norwood Boone, Snyder
Dempsey and Bob White. It was of
aluminum construction composed of
two stills, each 8 feet long, 4 feet
wide and 2 feet deep, with a total
capacity estimated to be one thou-
sand gallons each, They contained
copper condensers, They were fired
with two 20 gallon kerosene pres-
sure tanks. On the scene was found
20 gallons of kerosene in 5 gallon
Eontamers: sixty 300 gallon barrels;
18,000 gallons of mash, 10 cases of
fruit jars and 5 bags of sugar. Wat-
ar was sopplied by a Briggs &
Stratton water pump, The still was
cold and no one was found at the
scene, A ghelter was built over the
outfit and about an acre of ground
around it had been cleared of un-
dergrowth. The area was camou-
flaged with freshly put out pines.
They appeared they could not have
been there over three or four
weeks. A half case of dynamite was




