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SPORTS
The tackle box gun that can teach you how to shoot

OFF THE PORCH

DICK JONES
Outdoor Columnist

I like black snakes.
Oh sure, I get a little 
upset with them when 
they invade the bluebird 
house in the front yard, 
but overall. I’d say a 
black snake is benefi
cial to have around.

Copperheads are 
another matter; I kill 
copperheads on sight.
14on’t know if this ap
plies to copperheads, but 
in some places, it’s ille
gal to kill a rattle spake. 
If I lived there, I would 
be guilty of that law 
from tirhe to time and I’d 
have to jely on luck and 
keeping my mouth shut 
to stay oiit of trouble.

In the :1960s, I had a 
small Smith and Wesson 
2” Kit Gun. The Kit Gun 
was touted to be the per
fect tackle box gun for 
shooting snakes while 
fishing. While I liked 
the adjustable sights,
I wondered at the time 
why S&W didn’t make it 
identical to their incred
ibly popular Chief’s Spe
cial. I valued my little 
Kit Gun too much to put 
it in my tackle box but I 
really enjoyed that gun.

I was thinking about 
killing snakes this week

when I tested the Char
ter Arms Pathfinder 
because this gun is per
fect for the job. It’s also 
perfect for the person 
who has a small frame 
revolver for a home or 
self defense gun and 
wants to learn how to 
shoot it. As a North 
Carolina Concealed 
Carry Instructor, I’m 
often asked which gun 
is best for personal de
fense. There are so many 
different ways people 
use personal defense 
guns there’s no way to 
answer that question.
I just tell them what I 
would carry. My favorite 
personal defense guns 
is a 2” barreled Charter 
Arms .38 Undercover.
I’ve had it for over 25 
years and it’s never 
missed a beat. I honestly 
believe you could carry 
one of these for 100 
years and, provided you 
took reasonable care, it 
would work as well in 
2110 as it did in 2010.

The reason for this 
reliability is simplicity. 
There’s very little to go 
wrong because the gun 
is a simple proven de
sign. The reason I prefer 
it over many other sim
ple guns is that it’s small 
and light. My Under
cover weighs 16 ounces. 
My wife, Cherie, has an 
aluminum framed Pink 
Lady version of the 
same gun and it weighs 
12 ounces; the same as a 
regular bottle of water.

The stainless steel 
Pathfinder I tested 
this week is identical 
dimensionally to the 
.38s, but slightly heavier 
due to the smaller bore. 
What really makes this

little .22 practical is how 
much money it can save 
the owner. No matter 
which gun a person 
chooses as a personal 
defense gun, they must 
use the gun enough 
to have a reasonable 
level of comfort and 
confidence. Shooting a 
.38 enough to get that 
level of proficiency is an 
expensive proposition at 
$25 for 50 cartridges. At 
$3 for 50 cartridges, the 
Pathfinder is a training 
tool that is operationally 
identical to the more 
powerful .38. Realisti
cally, you’ll save enough 
money on ammunition 
in learning to shoot 
to pay for the gun.

The 2” Pathfinder 
weighs in at 19 ounces.

within an ounce of my 
steel framed .38 with 
rounds in the cylinder.
It has the same fixed 
sights, the same grip, 
the same trigger puU, 
and fits the same holster. 
The Pathfinder runs 
about $375 at most retail 
outlets. If you desire a 
more accurate, versatile 
gun, the 4” Pathfinder is 
just one ounce heavier 
and has adjustable 
sights for just a few 
dollars more. Both guns 
also come in .22 long 
rifle and .22 magnum 
and there’s a combo gun 
with two cylinders.

I’ve been told two inch 
barreled guns don’t 
provide the ac£uracy 
one needs in a personal 
defense situation.

That brings us back to 
another snake story. 
About 20 years ago, I 
noticed a thicket was 
developing in the woods 
next to my house. Being 
too lazy to resolve the 
problem the way most 
citizens would, I fenced 
the little section of 
woods in with electric 
fence wire and turned 
my seven cows into the 
area. It’s amazing how 
cows love honeysuckle 
and they were making 
short work of cleaning 
out the thicket. As I sat 
on the porch admiring 
my work and savoring 
a Coke, my dog, George, 
went berserk barking 
at something. I got up 
and discovered a largish 
copperhead coiled up 
and giving George the 
stink-eye. The cows had 
run him out of his lair 
and he wasn’t happy 
about it. At about ten 
feet, one shot from 
the Charter removed 
the snakes head.

I remembered that 
little exercise when I 
was shooting the Path
finder. When I first got 
the gun, I shot it a few 
times and noticed it shot 
a little low. I mentioned 
this to one of the engi
neers when I was in the 
Charter Arms booth 
at Shot Show and he 
told me they knew the 
guns had the tendency 
to shoot low and to file 
the front sight down if 
I wanted. This week, I 
took the gun to the shop 
and took about .054 off 
the front sight. I cut a 
few thousandths off 
and shot the gun until 
it put the bullets right 
where I was looking.

There would be no 
effort at all in taking a 
snakes head off with 
this one. Once I got the 
front sight where I want
ed it, I finished up with 
two offhand six shot 
groups at seven yards 
that measured under 
one inch. That’s good 
accuracy for any defense 
gun. In fact, it’s good 
accuracy for any gun.

OK, the gun will pay 
for itself in making you 
a better shooter, it will 
outlast you and has a 
lifetime warranty, and it 
will take the head off a 
copperhead giving you 
the stink-eye at seven 
yards with the first shot 
after you’ve spent your 
time learning to shoot it 
well. What’s not to like?

Stainless steel, ac
curate, cheap, lifetime 
warranty, the Pathfinder 
is a great training tool.

Dick Jones is a free
lance writer living in 
High Point. He is a re
tired competitive shooter, 
and NRA Certified 
Instructor. He captained 
numerous National 
Championship Teams.
He is a Distinguished 
Rifleman and an NRA 
Certified Rifle, Shotgun, 
and Pistol Instructor. He 
teaches NC. Concealed 
Carry Classes and does 
public speaking for clubs 
and organizations, hosts 
outdoor events, and 
helps church and youth 
groups raise money with 
outdoor events. You 
can visit his website at 
offtheporchmedia.com 
and contact him at off- 
theporch52@yahoo. com.

EAST
from page BI

backed up with games 
due to rain or come tour
nament time where you 
play consecutive nights.”

East has struggled a 
bit at the plate, but may 
have turned the corner 
in its latest game against 
Southwest Guilford. The 
Golden Eagles lost 12-6, 
but out-hit the Cowboys 
with many of them going 
for extra bases.

Weavil gets things 
started at the top of the 
lineup with Hawks, Le- 
quire, Justin Hulin and 
many others capable of 
driving in a plethora of 
runs this year.

“I think we are coming 
around,” said Tricarico. 
“We have some individu
als that just need more 
time in the cage, but 
overaU-we are headed in 
the ri^t direction.”

Defensively, East is 
looking to improve on 
its performance to this 
point of the season. The 
Eagles are not terrible on 
defense, but have a knack 
of booting the baU or 
throwing it away at the 
worst time.

“Defense has been our 
Achilles-heel so far,” Tri
carico said. “It is not so 
much that we have made 
a bunch of errors, but 
that they have been un
timely”

Tricarico expects Cen
tral Davidson to be the 
team to beat this year in 
league play.

Rounding out the East 
squad is David Lawson, 
Will Luther, Scott Walk
er, Luis Tejada, Christian 
Key, Phillip Coggins and 
Tyler Pedley

East begins conference 
play play March 26 at 
Lexington.

kepley@tviUetimes.com.

'I think we have more depth in our 
pitching than we have had in the past/

— Dan Tricarico
East Davidson BasebairCoaek
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GRAND OPENING PARTY
Sat. 3/27 @ Tpm

$ WIN CASH 
PRIZES HERE $ 
Daily Promotions 

Each Hour Everyday!
Offering

Pot-O-Gold & 22” High Definition, 
Touch Screen Internet 
Sweepstakes Games

Business Center with Internet 
Access, Copy & Fax Service

1630 Liberty Dr. 
Ste 200, Thomasville
(Liberty Commons Shopping Center 

across from Walmart)

Enjoy food Mon., 
Wed. & Fri. 

While you play!

FREE $5 Sweepstakes 
access credit w 'the 

purchase of at least SI 0 
Sweepstakes access card

•'A-itli courjon;

336-313-5250
Mon - Thurs 10am - 10pm; 

Fri & Sat 10am - 12pm 
Sun 12pm - 10pm

SHIPPING INCLUDED Want a map for your birthday?
Clip this ad and place on your refrigeratorl

Stream & Lake
fH
MAP

The STREAMS LAKE MAP OF NORTH 
CAROLINA resembles another map- 
known to Pennsylvania anglers as the 
“Lost Stream Map.”

The “Stream Map of 
Pennsylvania” was completed in 
1965 after a 30 year effort by 
Howard Higbee, a former Penn State 
Professor.

Professor Higbee succeeded in 
creating a map of the highest detail 
possible...a map that shows every 
stream and lake,- He painstakingly 
plotted by hand, the location of 
45,000 miles of streams onto a 
3 by 5 toot map.

The map sold extremely well - 
until it was lost several years later. 
Incredibly, the printer entrusted with 
the original drawing and printing 
plates declared bankruptcy, then 
carelessly hauled Higbee’s 30 years 
of work to the landfill.

The few remaining dog-eared 
copies became a prized fisherman’s 
possession. Professor Higbee was 
offered $400 for one of his last maps. 
And state agencies were forced to 
keep their copies under lock and key.

The experts had always told 
Professor Higbee that reprints were 
impossible, because the maps were 
printed in non-photographic blue.

Then, in1991,attheageof91, 
Howard Higbee’s dream came true. 
Computers made it possible to reprint 
the map. Holding an updated map, 
Howard said, “I never thought I’d live 
to see titis day,”

Then, by combining Professor 
Higbee’s knowledge wifii computer 
technology - the STREAM & LAKE 
MAP OF NORTH CAROLINA 
was created.

North Carolina
Why every angler and boater needs tiris map
Professor Higbee’s* Stream & Lake Map of North Carofina is the first and 

onfy highly detailed map of its kind. The 2.5-foot-by-S-foot North Carolina map 
shows 37,853 miles of streams plus lakes.
For a limited time - get 3 bonuses with each map

BONUS GUIDEBOOK: Pinpoint the best fishing in North Carolina 
with this valuable guide. Easily locate over 5,533 streams 

^ and lakes shown on the Stream & Lake Map. Your map and 

guidebook will take you to the top 184 select fishing waters.

BONUS Secret Fishing Spots
^ 47 tips, tactics and tools you can use to find your own

secref spot and catch more fish.

REPORT: How Anglers Stalk and Catch Record Fish
BON US T/re average big fish has evaded capture for over 10 years. 
«Find out which instincts set them apart from smaller fish, 
fr W Stalldng and catching a trophy requires knowledge of their 

unique habits and those special times when their guard is 
down. Armed with the information in this new and exclusive 
24-page report-you could be in for the fight of your life.

RAVE REVIEWS
“The detail is impressive. 
Without a doubt the most 
complete stream and lake 
map ever published. Mine 
looks great on the wall."

-Joe Humphreys 
Author of Joe Humphreys 

Trout Tactics

"History is replete with tales of 
lost civilizations, lost mines, and 
lost opportunities. The most 
enduring 'losf legend - at least 
for anglers - has been the 
famous 'lost stream map'." 

-Slaton White 
Field & Stream Magazine

lFmited ti¥e off¥r"/3 ioNusis with Iach iAF'
SHIPPING INCLUDED ~ ORDER TODAY!

Available rolled or folded. ALSO AVAILABLE in heavy gauge LIFETIME GUARANTEED, glass-like 
clear-laniinaaon, writ^ofl wipe-off surface, with brass eyelets for easy hanging,

__ North CaraSna 2.5 FT by 5 FT RoW Paper Map(S) PLUS SONUS #1, #2, #3 $27.46 ea.
__ NortiCaroSoa 2.6FTby5FTFoide(lPaperMap(S)aU3B0SUS#1,iV2,#3 $27.45ea.
__ North Carolina 2.5FTby5FnatimtedRo»e<IMap(S)aUS80NUS#1,#2,«3 $47.45ea.

Check or money order enclosed $_ _ _ _ _ _ Make check payable to VIVID PUBLlSHiNii itir. 1
EACH ROLLED AND LAMINATED MAP SHIPPED IN A STURDY STORAGE TUBE ! 
Credit Card Orders 24-Hours-A-Day 1-800-859-7902 - Oepartment !

□ MasterCard □ VISA □ Discover Card Q Amettcan Express \
Credit Card#_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Exp. Date j
Name_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ *
Address__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ |
City_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ^_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  state
Mail To: High Point Enterprise 

Attn: Stream Maps 
PO Box 1009 

High Point, NC 27261

mailto:kepley@tviUetimes.com

