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The real question:
annexation obligation

Pending requests for annexation of three Chapel Hill
public school neighborhoods into corporate Chapel Hill
bring up a serious question that hasn’t been faced yet.

Chapel Hill has for the past decade been proceeding
on an orderly- long-range plan of mutually-agreed upon
annexations, carried out jointly with property owners and
municipal officials,

T here are several more areas, mainly to the-south e S . e
of town, that are likely in due time to be considered - —Walt Partymiller, k Gazetie & Daily
within the scope of this present and past thinking. » omns S

In each of these cases—present and past—the areas to Newsman's Nmpld e D 't del : d. : 'd -~
be annexed are ones that could net the town as much as d on N | ay lVl en
tax revenue as they'd cost in additional outlay for regular SCI'IOO'S fUI‘I : S Tthow;o:E&qui Hill; with the mﬁ@

municipal services. But in the case of the school areas it's NP s : -_---«-—-}_-
obvious that the neighborhods to be annexed would be the scarcely fop ::rrgahlyl recl_ Ieﬁl;:yrcwl over §40,000 on a '_le "??‘—ﬁ

greater gainers in at least two of the three sectors. The 1 - : S
Town will realize far less in taxes than it will have to put 'I‘hﬂ" for roads" “tz,n:afof d;r :E:I.sequenoel‘:f& ﬁl&&m 'ﬂl& 3
out for a long time to come. B Ig;un-i(:ipalii;y pmpcrty ves @ Mh;ﬁ
But rather than decide the merits of these annexa- Ilquor' gUhs . A”Oﬂ;ﬂ-m"wt'ﬂ be a saving of
tions purely on the basis of financial feasibility now A story In last week's iswe of . i many individual cases W‘ the 1
the Town of Chapel Hill should ask and answer this The News brought out that run- ¢4 P""""“‘ annual cost for this upm
question of itself: Does a municipality have any moral  ning the County School System fighting qum 2
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responsibility to annex an adjoining area which was a $2 million dollar business This stendice son val S A s
wouldn’t carry its own financial freight? last year. - O Tl: ’!ffg mﬁ?ﬂ&a ml Iﬂ

Chapel Hill Schoels Superinten- : b i
dent Joe Johnston estimates that from a Class Seven fire insurance rating:
the operation of the scheols in ‘down fom ng. This will*
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Tardy taxpayers-
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?axdﬁycrs of Orange County ought to be stirred up ﬁ::.;, y things. '
over the recent revelation that tax delinquencies are don't have any axe to grind with
growing in Orange County. The statement of the County the school expenditures. -
Accountant is. that.over 11 per cent—or $88,500—of the  But as big as they are,
1958 tax levy is un-collected. : :::
Coincidentally, since one cent on. the tax rate sonsider Lite lnpert
yields about $8,000, we might figuratively suggest that aes * B i
the current tax rate could be 11 cents less if this money For instance—a $2.5 million low
was collected as rightfully owed. 250 ~ bid was submitted last week just
- It could go to fill the need for $45,000 in school con- :U%mdgmm
struction money needed in Chapel Hill or elsewhere in % Y. § Hghway lw‘“"‘ .
the Coupty. Instead the taxpayer may have to pay an even. .. . ou of these 12-plus- miles
higher rate in the future to offset interest charges on bonds. jie in Orange. You could ‘easily

"Six rating. The other requirement is th
a municipal fire prevention code.
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in Chapel Hill Township, where the greatest bulk of tax- cost of this one project alone.
able property lies in the Town of Chapel Hill. (ot :
But the Town of Chapel Hill has collected over e
g6 per cent of its taxes for the same year from the —8ut that's $5 millien in &
same taxpayers. Thus the delinquency in County taxes  little over o your for improving
is twice as high as that for the town on the same prop-  one highway - in the County, -
erty, ' - _ : compared to $3 millien,
There's something peculiar about this business. Coun= "¢ —
ty officials seem to realize it, too. We trust they won't be g0 the current fiscal

year ;
satisfied or let up in their increased drive for collections pit 1 million — a third of cicie aattum Tw
until they find out the reason why and remedy this theft mmwm * action, s
£ on of taxpayers from another. if the ABC take is much properly so.
Pt i . the schools’ spending will have to At the sa
be affected next year!) to consi :

The Netws of Grange COUNLY | i wis w0 7 Sese s pormiet hem 0

Published Every By 5 wn;mmt of the County budget, cent Of their proﬁu for alc :;ﬁ

THE NEWS, INCORPORATED , 63 cent of the federal 'MOTE.imporiantly,
Hillsboro and Chapel Hill, N. C. ::ndin:;ﬂnmwlod-- It will make good sense for the
Mail Address, Box 749, Chapel Hill if liguer, voad paving, and Pprever
Telephone: 8445, Chapel Hill; 4181 Hillshoro (See NOTEPAD, Page 2)
Entered as Second Class Matter at the Post Office at Hillsboro, —
North Caroling, under the Act of March 3, 1879 “:mwm”
R T PR e R A TR nowspaper welcomes
i T | e Ton st b iy
BOLAME QIR ........ccove0ccsaacnsoodeiineme Editor oot — toned - awill
LAWRENCE J. BROGAN ......+...-. Mlm hmu.”m
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