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OUR PRINCIPLES.
[RXTRACT FROM THE DECLA RATION OF PRINCIPLES OF
THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH.]

“1We may well afford to dispense with all
those doctrines and tenets which sct the brethren
at varianee, snd 1o take the following primary
constitution as the ground-work of our organiza-
tion, viz.: *

1. The Lord Jesus Christ is the only Heap of
the Church. The Pope of Rome, or any other
pretending to be head, thereof, should be regarded
as that man of sin and son of perdition, who ex-
alteth himself above all that is called Geod.

9 The nnme CumistiAN is the only appella-
tion meeded or received'by the Church, All party
or seclarian names are excluded as being unneces-

gary, if not hurtful.

43, The Hovy Bipug, or the Seriptures of the
Old and New Testaments, is a sufficient rule of
faith and practice.

4, Cngisriay CHARACTER, or vital pisty, is a
jnst, and should be the only, test of fellowship,

orof Chureh membership. : oNE:

“5, The oF Privare Jupeusxt and the
liberty of conscifnce is a right and a priviiege
that should be rded to, and cxercised by,

all.”?

to Correrp

Articles intended for publication should be
addressed to the “ Editor of the Cnmistiay Sux,
Suffolk, Va," and should be mailed 50 as # reach
na before the Friday preceding the date of their
publication. Writein a legible hand, with ink,
only on one side of the paper. All anonymous
communications will be thrown into the wasle-
imsket. No article will be inserted for any one,
_ unless decmed suitable f0r publication.
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THE HEALTH OF DR, WELLONS.

We are just from the bedside of
Dr. W. B. Wellons, this Thursday,
Jan. 25, 12 o'clock M., and report with

_ gratification that his condition is no
“worse than it was a week ago. Heis,
very weak and suffers much with his
cougli ; but there is no special evi-
dence of any rapid deecline. Let
prayer continually be made in his
behalf,

- -
THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH.—No. 2.
ForTEER HISTORICAL NOTES.

formation for a sketeh
history of the Christian
exceedingly meagre a atisfac-
tory. We have hefore us 'Kelly’s
% Apology,” asmall book  written in
antiquated and somewhat affected
phraseology, in imitation of the books
of Chrouicles in Scripture. This is
the chief source from which we draw.
«Asbury’s Journal,” the “Life and
Times of Jesse Lee,” Guirey’s “His-
tory of Episcopacy” and other books
are also before us. Yet none of them
gives a defailed and satisfuctory ac-
count of the movements of James
O’Kelly and his coadjutors at the
time of their separafion from the
Methodist Episcopal Chureh.

The following is from O'Kelly’s

The sourees from which to draw in-
{_the early
irch are

\ Apology : “And it came to pass after
E these things, [i, e. after the transac-
¥ tions of the General Conference in

Baltimore]| we appointed a conlference
at Piney-Grove, in Chesterfield cpnn-
ty, to confer on the present distress.
We met according to appointment,and
conversed on tle subject of Chureh
government. We unanimously con-
demned the Ilpiscopal government ;
but desired union with the people.
Aud the method we pursued for the
purpose, was, we proposed au address
to the bishop individually, for him
to cousider our distress, and give us
to meet with them on the occasion.
We told him we only requested that
the present form of government might
be examined, and tried by the Serip-
tures, and amended according to the
holy Word. By so doing, we hoped
that a ‘permanent plan for union might
be established: As for the time we
wounld cheerfully wait) We elected
nren to carry in our address, and
then adjourned until December.” The
Conference mentioned above as being
held at Piney Grove was probably
held in the early part or middle of
the year 1793. The details of what
occurred during the intervening
months we cannot ascertain. “And
it came to pass on the twelfth month
about the 25th day of the month, we
met, porsnant to adjournment, at Ma-
nakin Towu, to receive the answer
from Francis” [Asbury.] This Con-
ference at Manakiu Town was held in
December 1793, if we may rely upon
the accuracy of a statement made by
the anthor of the “Life and Times of
Jesse Lee.” “Our friends made re-
port that his answer to us was, ‘I
bave no power to call such a meeting
as yoa wish; therefore, if five hun-
dred preachers would come on their
kuees before me, I would not do it.
The answer sounded in our ears like
' the voice -of Rehcboum. Therefure
- * all hope of union was spnk. Nothing
remained but ‘to thy tents, O Israel.

Joor to the negotiation was shn.

, @ separation, or alllv__lm

dable, Aund we

gave the lay-members a balance of
power in the legislature; and left the
executive business in the Church col-
lectively. But fearing we should err
again, as we were young hands in the
busivess,we resolved to establish noth-
ing we had done before another general
meeting. Bo adjourned Conference.”
The unext event mentioned by Mr.
O’Kelly occurred in August 1794,
These are his words: “Now it came
to pass in the eighth montlh, on the
fourth day of the month, in the year
of Jesus Christ, 1794, the Republicans
met in Conference in Surry county.
‘We held conlarence with open doors,
that all might bear and learn. And
after much dispating, and several
resolutions having passed, we dis-
covered plainly the miunority ivere
much dissatisfied ; and therefore I
moved that the whole should be re-
considered, that all might be agreed,
if possible. Aud it was so, that a
commiltee of seven men wore ap-
pointed to form a plan of government,
and lay it before conference the next
day. The committee met, and strove
hard for anion of sentiment, and al-

theugh we sought it earnestly with |”

tears, yet 1o no purpose.  AtAehgth]
it was proeposed that we should lay
aside every mannseript, and take the
word of God as recorded in the Scrip-
tares, Aud it was right; because
the primitive church had no govern-
ment beside the Scriptures as written
by the Apostles. But in order to
lead the minds of the religious to
the law and the testimony, having
never been tuught to search the
Scriptures for Charch discipline, we
drew up a small sketeh, as a guide,
and a light to the connerion, nearly
on this wise : *We learn from the book
of God, that the Church in general
includes all the real Christinns in the
world. Eph. 5: 25. 1 Cor. 12: 13,
14, Any number of Christians united
in love, having Christ for their head
and centre of union, .counstifutes a
churech. In the primitive church
were twelve chosen ministers whom
Christ called Apostles. Luke G6: 13.
The same' were chosen witnesses.
Acts 10: 41 Those men were am-
bassadors, and possessed the keys
of the kingdom, even the spirit of
truth, which opened to them tha mys-
teries of the kingdom of God. There-
fore, Christ gpuke in them and by
them ; thus were they fully qualified,
and anthorized to write the last will
and testament of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Chirist. There were elders in
tkke Chureh beside the apostles, who
labored in the word and doctrine.
Some of these could prophesy, speak
with tongnes, interpret, &ec. But
after those extraordingry missiona-
ries had run their race, only one opdep
of ministers existed in the church.
Aects 20: 177 Andit came to pass on
the morrow, when conference had
met, the brethren all present, the
committee made report, and the say-
ing pleased the multitude. Indeed,
the.people rcjoiced at the consolation
and gave glory to God for the light
received.” At this meeting the new
confederation discarded the nhme of
“Republican Methodists,” declared
the Lord Jesus Clrist to Dbe the only
Head of the Church, repudiated the
peruliarities of Episcopacy, and set
apart elders to the work of the minis
try by prayer and the imposition of
the Lands of a presbytery. The con-
ference took measures also in refuta-
tion of a slandsrous charge made
against them by their evemies of dis-
loyalty to the civil government.

THE CHRISTIAN ANNUAL,

The Annual of the Christian Church
for 1876 is now ready for distribution,
and those who are entitled to copies
may look out for them in a few days.
It contains the minutes of the Eas-
tern Virginia Confereuce, minutes of
the North Carolina Confereuce, pro-
ceedings of the Sunday Schoel Con-
vention of the Eastern Virginia Con-
ference, ministerial directory, au-
nouncement of places where the Con-
ferences will meet in 1877, and some
other matters.. Itis asource of much
regret to us that the minutes of the
other Conferences had to be omitted.
Bat, as those bodies at their last ses-
sions made no adequate provision to
deiray the expense of printing, and
as we could make no arrangemeunts
with the secretaries by correspond-
ence, we were compelled to omit their
minutes from the Anununal. No ons
can regret the necessity of this omis-
gsion more than we do; but we are
pot in the slightest degree responsi-
ble for it. Itis hoped that all of the
Conferences at their next annual ses-
sions will make suitable provision for,
the publication of their” proceedings
in the Annual for 1877.

The price of the Annual for 1876 is
15 eents a copy—the sa price as
heretofore. Had the LoSk been of
the nsual size, the cost would have
been greater. Never did the former

publisher get back the money he iu-
vested in printing the larger book at
15 cents a copy. We do not propose
to lose money on the publication;

[ the price is put, thevefore, at the rea-

sonable sum of 15 Cents.

Those who have paid already will
receive at once the number of copies
orde If others want copies, they
a b%; the p!:,}ce';ma?:iioitoed

Ve resging J, T, Whitley,
suzolk,bﬁ T -

By

“BROAD CHURCHISM.”

Last week we entered a protest
against the misuse of the term **Broad
Churchism,” as 1t is employed to con-
vey a covert insinuation of Iwrcs}
among our people. Wae stated, fur-
thermore, that we had no objection
to the nse of the term as applied to
our organization, provided it shonld
be understood in its hteral sense.
Broad church, in opposition to nar-
row church, isin our opinion just what
the church of Christ should be. Nar-
row charchism has been one of the
most potent fues to the advances of
Christianity. It is this narrow, self:
seeking, Pharisaic spirit which has
in every age been opposed to the all-
comprehensive spirit of Christ. It
was manifest in  apostolic times,
when some opposed the admission
of the Gentiles into the church of
Christ.  When that poiut was set-
tled, and it was seen that Christ
came to save not only the Jews, bat
all mankind, then came the unarrow
spirit onee more to demand that all
heathen or Gentile converts shonld
be girerrmicised according to the rites
of Judaism. ILiven Peter who had
seen the vision as he prayed upon
the house-top, and had goue in obe
dience thereto, to the house of the
Roman centarion, and had preached
unto him Jesus, now began to waver,
insomuch that it required all the en-
ergy of the mighty apostle of the
Gentiles to withstand the tide of
bigotry which had earried away one
of the chief disciples and apostles of
our Lord. But it is scarcely worth
while to multiply examples, The
pages of ecclesiustical history fur-
nish them in such abundance that
one cannot go amiss to find thew.

The truth is, that the manifest and
inevitable tendency of the age is to-
wards a broad church. Some may
say that this argues a tendeuey to-
wards unbelief. With all due re-
speet for their opinions, aund with a
frank admission of their plausible
nature, we beg leave to express our
doubts as to any such conclusions.
To witness the great rvevolutions
which the world has undergone du-
ring the last hundred years, and to
imagine that the ehurch, that mighty
social and moral engine, can stand
still amid them all, is to, be very
blind to, and very ignorant of, those
laws by whieh moral foree is regula-
ted. All branches of human pro-
gress must in some sori keep pace
with each other. We should no more
expect thevlogy to stand still, than
we shonld expect the same of chemis-
try or astronomy. We should no
more expect the church to eoutinue
always in the same methods, than
we should expeet that there would be
no new proeesses in mineralogy or ap-
plied mathematics. We dot no imag-
ine that the scieuce of r3ligion is any
more complete than smost other
sciences. Perhaps it is'less so.~As it
is incomparably the grandest and no-
blest ofall sciences, so it is the widest,
most far-reaching, and, in many
senses, the wost difficult and abstruse
of all seiences. We do not know that
the study of the Bible has been eon-
ducted to ultimate results, any more
than has the study of nature. Anti-
quaries and explorers are every year
finding new confirmations of the his-
torical record of the Sacred Word,
New interpretations,or modified ones,
are constantly given to the sacred
text by the logic of human experi-
ence. Christianity, wiile not depart-
ing one jot or tittle from its original
purposes and principles, is found to
be a very elustic thing. This, perhaps
as much as anything else, proves its
divine origin. It ig fitted to all peo-
ple aud to all ages, to every order of
intelligance, and to every grade of
civilization. That men have misinter-
preted it, is very true. The Ptolemaic
system of the uuniverse was wrong.
But that was not proof that there
was no system of the universe. Yet
the Ptolemaic system contained some
germs of truth, and in practice long
subserved useful ends. Though
wrong, it was tolerably well suited
to the wauts of the age. Men got along
with it, until the state of human af
fairs demanded a bLetter. Then Co-
pernicus arose, and a new system
was founded upon the ruins ef the
old. Newton took a great stride in
advance of Copernicus, and later still,
the theories of Newton have been
greatly modified by more recent in-
vestigators.

So it has bean, and is to be, with
the church. In our advances we
ghall no more do away with the Bi-
ble, than we can do away with na-
tare, Both are by the same Author,
and equally ivdestructible, But the
study of neither is exhausted. False
theories have arisen in regard to both.
These false theories have had their
advocates. But they have been
swept away in the grand march of
human progress. }

We say the tendency of the church
in this age is to be broad. That is
one of the discoveries of the age.
There is no littleness and narrowness
about CHRISTIANITY, whatever there
may be about some who profess
themselves its followers, The fact is,
brethren of every order, the world
is moving, and e must move §09; or
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we shall be left behind and forgetten.
W hat,Christianity be forgotten? No,
not Christianity, bat we who are too
narrcw-minded to see its scope and
the breadth of its application. - Bnt
are we to drift into Materialigin ana
Unbelief? No, for that would no
longer be Christianity. E

Depend upon it, the surest way to
promote Materialism and ifidelity, is
to refuse to move at all. The Church
must not be afrgid of the truth,
no matter whence it may come. It
cannot harm us. We are not bound
to aceept crude and nuripe theories,
but we are bound to accept truth
whithersoever it may lead ns. For
one, we are not afraid of secing re.
ligion nprooted by the advancement
of human knowledge. It muy de-
stroy opreconceived theories, bub it
cannot destroy the church; that is
indestructible,

If our organization be maere in har-
mony with the age than others, then it
is the more likely to make itsimpress
gpon mankind, either directly or in-
divectly., Ifitis a broad choreh, itis
better than a narrow church. Dui
we forbear for the present. A

—— - -

BV, J. W. WELLONS.

This -brother, who isone of the
most nseful and beloved ministers in
the North Carelina Christian Confer-
ence, is now in Saflolk, on a visit to
his afilicted brother, Dv. W. B, Wel-
lons. We are much gratified to learn |
from him that his health, which has
been very feeble for a ycaror two
past, is now much betfer. On last
Sunday morning he preached for the
Suffolk Church a sermou which was |
highly appreciated. Desides his nu- |
merous other good works, Bwtlll:r]
Wellons has published the best book |
of family prayers that we know ol.
May his life long be spared to the
Church and the ministry.

PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED.

The NATIONAL SUNDAY S¢OHOOL
Teacnir for Febraary, besides the
excellent lesson notes by the editor,
M. C. Hazard, has contributions by |
Rev. W. M. Taylor, D. D., Leonard
Bacon, D. D.,and Rev.C. 1. Helmer.
This magazioe is the best of its elasy
in the country. Adams, Bluckmer &
Lyon Publishing Co., Chicago.

Gopry’s LADY's Book for Febrna-
ry is bherg. A beautifpl stéel engra
ving embellishes one of lts pages.
There is the usual nomber of fashion
plates, good stories, besides other in-
teresting and valuable matter, Our
lady iriends will be charmed with this
elegant magazine. Price £3 a year.
L. A. Godey, Philadelphia.

ScRIBNER'S MoNTHLY for Februa-
ry contains mmnong other things,
“Trout Tishing in the Rangeley I
Lakes,”*A Winteron the Nile,”**Nich-
olas Minturn,” “The Lass o’ Lowrie’s,”
“How do I know what is the Bible?”?
Dr. Holland, the cditor, is one of the
most powerlul writers in Ameriea.
Four dollars a year. $Seribner & Co,,
743 Broadway, New York,

S1. NicnoLAs for February is sim- |
ply splendid. It is profusely and ele-
gantly illustrated. “The Artist-Sol-
dier,”? “Pattikin’s House,” “The Stars
in February,” “The Peterkins at the
Ceutennial,” are among the many ar-
ticles given. The boys and girls who
get this magazive regularly are for
tunate indeed., After reading our
copy, we usually let some young
friends read it. They are delighted.
Three dollars a year. Seribner & Co,,
743 Broadwar, New York.

WIDE AWAKE is the only snccess-
ful rival of St. Nicholas in the coun-
try. The February number of Wide
Awake has been received. It has a
number of beautiful and life-like 1l-
lustrations. The stories and sketch.
es are very good and will greatly
please the young people. D. Lothrop
& Co., Boston,

Rev. . W. Beale, who has charge
of the ministerial students of the
Eastern Virginia Conference, writes:

“Phaniks to Bro. 1. A, Kitchen, at
Union, fora valuable box of provis-
ions for the ministerial students. Who
will be the next to do likewise ?

A word to the agents appointed for
the collection of funds, provisious, &e.,
for this purpose. Will you give the
matter some attention ¥ I you will,
then these young men can remain at
school ; if not, they will have to leave,
and the church suffer. I think I can
most confidently recommend them to
your liberality and the liberality of
the church. They are worthy. Help
them. What ageut or friend will do
as Bro. Kitchen, who is not an agent,
but who feels interested in a good
cause and has shown his faith by his
works? Let us hear from you at
onec.

Onr New York correspondent, J,
E. Brush, Esq., wrii:: us as follows :
“My ecorrespondent#® are informed
that I have closéd ont my interest in
the Hardware business at No. 4 Chat-
ham Square, and will hereafter be
engaged in the wholesale Fancy
Goods line at 37 Walker street, New
York,” This ehange, we learn, goes

into effect February 1st,

NEWS AND OPINIONS. -

[Nore,—We solicit, fur publication in this col-
umy, items of news from the Churchies, and brief
expressions of opinion from our Lrethren on mat-
ters of common interest.  Wrile briefly and 1o
the point. If vou have news of intereal, or a
good jdea, and canuot write with correciness,
send along the news or the idea, nud we will put
it in proper shape.]

Our thanks are due to W. F. Tay-
or, Esq., cu litor of public accounts,
for a copy of the auditor's report.

Rev. J. K. Howell has accepted a
unanimous call to the pastorate of
the Baptist Church at Kinston, N. C,

Bishop Kain, of the Catholie diocese
of West Virginia, is but thirty-three
years old.  He is the youngest DBish-
op in the world.

There are ten membersin the First
Baptist Church of Richmoud, whose
aggregate ages amount to more than
eight hundred yemrs. 7

Col. John K. Connally, Jormerly a
Virginia State Senator, was ordained
to the Baptist ministry at Asheville,
N. (., on Suuday the 31st of Decem-
ber.

A Richmond pastor, who recently
had hig salary raised #3500, devotes
every cent ol the increase to charita-
bie  objeets  connected with  his
Charch.

John Wesley, during his active life,
preached 40.000 wrote
vast quantity ol hymns, and travelled
nearly 300.000 miles on  preaching
EXCUIsIons,

SCIHIONS,

Rev. W, LI Mansey, D. D, the fa-
mons orator of the Methodist 1pisco-
pal  Chureh, has  been transfeved
from the Louisiuna  Conlerence to
St. Louix, Mo,

Rev. Dr. Bobbitt, senior editor of
the Raleigh Christian Advocate, has
been recently afflicted in the death
ol Iis venerable mother. May the
Comforter soothe lis sorrow,

Rev, G, V, Waugh, who was receut.
Iy pastor of the Baptist Church, Mod-
est Town, Accomac connty, Va.,, has
removed to Florda and taken charge
of the Church in Gainesville,

The N. €. M. E. Conference has
163 travelling preachers, 236 local
preachers, 56171 members, 28.533
Sabbath school scholars, 33 parson-
ages, fl&ii—clllll’ull builtlingn‘, vilued at
072 330,

Rev. J. D. Ewing, a venerable cler-
gyman of the Presbyterian Church,
died at his residence m RocekDbridge
county on the 11th inst. He was the
oldest member of the Montgomery
Presbytery, being 89 years of age.

The Chicago Tribune says that the
handsome sam of #10.000 has been
raised in Chicago as a fund for the
waivtenance and  eduecation of the
two sons of Bliss, the evangelist, au-
thor ot “Hold the Fort,” &e, who
was liilled in the Ashtabula acciderrt,

The Doston newspapers report that
the arrviyal of Messrs. Moody and
Suynkey is awaited in that city with
keen interest. The various denomi-
nations have cordially united in the
preparations for their coming, and a
large corps of Christian workers is
ready to aid them.

The easo of Rev. W. 0. McCune
came up beforp the Presbytery of
Cincinnati on Tuesday, Jar. 2d, and
at his request was deferred until the
Sthof Mareh. It will be remembered
that Mr. MeCune is nnder prosecation
for some imaginary afiront offered
to Presbyterian traditions.

A bLrother, whose catnGst desire to
do good in fhe cause is beyond gues-
tion, writes:

“My chureh seems very backward
in taking hold of the general euter-
prises of our denomination. I have
nrged the matter pablicly aad pri-
vately, and never in my life met so
mueh diffienlty, snd, with few excep-
tions, so little liberality. My Dbreth-
ren here used to respond with more
generosity than they now do to eails
of the same kind. 1 wantsubsecribers
to the SUN, and meet little encourage-
ment. So with missionary, educa-
tional, and other work. I am afraid
much of this is my own fault, Yet I
know not what to do. Will the
brethrer pray for me and my chureh ¥
I am in great distress.”

Rev, John T. Kitehen sends us the
following from Sounthampton county,
Va., this week ;

“The 2nd Saturday and Sunday in
January, at Union, our first quarterly
and communion meeting for the year
was held. On Saturday a larger num-
ber than nsual attended the business
meeting, The Sabbath brought to-
gether a good congregation, many of
whom sat around the table of the
Lord. Union is one of our oldest
churches and ought to be among the
best in the Couference ; Dbut for the
want of proper atteutiou it is now in a
waning condition. We have entered
upon our labors there, praying and
expecting that the Lm'cl1 will revive
us. Brethren, pray for us.

“I am making an effort to get the
SUN into every fumily., If I don’t do
this, I expect to get it into as many
as possible. If every dpresent. subseri-
ber of the SUN would just try to get
another, (and it can be douve it the
will is there) what a belp it would be!

I hope the loeal agents, to whom I}

have written, will not forget their du-
ty. Brethren, please take an interost
in this work,” :

96, 1877,

| denee with the wislow of Zarephath,

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.
PREPARED FOR THE CHRISTTAN SUN
BY REV. C. A, APPLE.

FirsT QUARTER.—LESSON V.—
FEBRUARY 4, 1877,

ELIJAH AND AHAB.

I KinGgs 18: 5-418.
Time—AnouT 906 B C,

NOTES.
During the periofl of Elijal’s resi-

the famine coutinued to increase in
Istnel. - The most diligent seureh had
been made for the prophet, bit he
was now herd to be found,  Coneenled
in the house of the widow, BElijah
had wronght o wondrons miraele,—
no less than raising to life the dead
son of his hostess. This is the first
instance of the dewd lu-ii:g restored
to life of whish we vemd in the Servip-
tuges.  The reader will do well to pe-
rase the fatter parts of abe ITth, and

the tfour first verses of the 18th chap-
ter,  After Elijab had bed
ment for about three ¥
half, the Lord commande
and present himsell onee
Ahab, the King of Isragl
now his purpose to sei
more upon the land,.
time the finnine in Samaria
very oppressive, and those wis
survived, had been diiven tot
extreme of desperation and m
It may Dbe supposed, however, |
some supplies had been obtained
from other countries doring the long
continuance of the drought; as we
have no evidence that the rains had
not fallen as usnal in Jodah and the
other neighboring eountries,  Other-
wise, it is impossible to coneeive how
any considerable portion of the peo-
ple of Israel could have survived the
dreadful famine which had so long
prevailed. Perhaps those who were
people of weans, had managed to ob
tain some supplios from abroad.

The lesson may be divided into
three heads :
1. Tueg DisrrEss 1IN ISpAEL. 2.

OpapIAm's MEETING WIvH ELi-
JAH. 3. ELijam’s INTERVIEW
wit® Aman.

I. THE DISTRESS 1N ISRAEL.—
V. 5.—“Ahab said unto Obadiah—
Sowme think that this Obadiah was
the spme with {\%ulinh, oue of the
mivor proplets. Phis appears, how-
ever, to be very donbtful. Another
person of this name is mentioned in
2 Chronicles 34: 12, as having beon
set by Josiah, king of Judal, as one
of the overseers over the workmen
whe were repaiving the - temple.
This may have been the praphet, or
lie may have been an entirely distinet
individual from either of the two
named. 1The persou mentoined in
the lesson text, was the governor of
Ahal’s household, and a very pions,
godly man. How snch o person
.‘-ill‘l)illll hate held a high office unijer
such a king, and in a gaurs so wicked
as that of Ahab, it is difficult to
imagine. DBut it seems that God
will have his witnesses almost every-
where, and that, for the good of his
creatures, he seldom allows a govern-
ment to exist, which is composed
wholly of wicked and unjust wmen.
The wise and pious Daniel was
promoted to high authority in the
corpurt court of the king of Babylon,
and Mordecai and Esther gained a
powerful influence in the licentious
ecourt of Abasurens, #Go into the
land unto all fountains of water.”—
Nearly all the brooks had drvied np,
and there was but one river of any
importance—the Jordan, and that
probably afforded ULut little water,
One caynat but wonder that any ron-
ning stream was left. Bub it i well
known to those who have studied the
subject, that springs aud. fountains
frequently dvaw their supphes from
long distances through veins iy the
earth. Fer instange, there is an
artesian well at Chiengo in Illinois,
| Which is thought to derive its water,
from the Rocky mountains, hundreds
of miles away. The Jordan, though
flowing through a barren country at
the present day, where it seldom
rains, is still fed and kept compara-
tively full from the melting snows of
Mount Lebanon. whence the river
takes its rise. So that it is possible,
notwithstanding the extreme drought,
that there might have been some
few springs and brooks yet running
in the land of Israel. “We may find
grass to save the horses and mules.”|
—1If men weve perishing from thirst
and starvation, of course, it must
have een much worse with heasts.
The king seeing the great importance
of saving the animals, determined
to make the most carelul search for
water and food to keep them alive,

V. 6,.—%So they divided the land
between themn.”—It was a question of
life and death, and the king appears
not to have been willing to eutrust
the matter to any ordinary persou.
So he went one way, and sent his
chief officer the other, What a fall
was this! The prond and haughty
Ahab jonrneying for days and days
vuder a burning smm over arid and
rocky wastes in search of alittle wa-
ter and a plat of grass. cely the

seen IBlijah, and then the King could

think that his cflicer was imposing

burning desert of Suhara itsell 1s more

e e e e e e
was the whole land of Israel at that
time. '

II. OBADIAR'S MEETING “WITH
ErLtsan.—V, 7.— “Behold, Elijah met
him.” — Obadiah  was overwhelmed
with astouishment, He fell on his
face, ns in the presence off a superior
being.

V. 8.—%DBehold, Elijah is here.”—
Obadial coulid not at first believe the
evidence of his own eyes. Thongh
Lhe saw the prophet before him, he
must ask, to be sore whether it was
really be, or not.

V. 9.—+What have I sinned 1"—
Obadialh was conscious of the recti-
tude of his own conduet and parposes,
and appealed to Elijab not to be an-
ary with him, nor to tlass him with
those wha worshipped Baal.

V. 10.—*There is no nation nor
kingdom whither my Lord hath ot
sent to seek thee That is, no neigh-
boring conntry.—“He took an oath
of the kingdom and nation that they
found thee not."—8o carnest and im-
portunata had been the search of
alfter Elijial, that not satisfied

ere assertion that Ilijah
'p found in theiv bordoers,
srael had demanded ot
an oath to the effece
s not hidden in their

S

I'se l'C(I!Iil’L‘S 1o cal-

of the Lord
er 1 know not.?
d the truth that
| cols especinl keeping,
and that the power of man was fruit-
less to Leep him in any plage unless
the Lord so willed,—“And he cannotb
finul thee, he shall slay me.”—That is,
ObLadiah was . great distress, be-
cause, it he told Ahab that he had

-

not find lim, bis own life would be in
jeopardy, beeanse Ahab would then

apon him with a falsehood. Neither
did he think it vight to conceal the
fuct of his méeting with BElijuh, so
that he was in a great strait, and im-
ploved the merey of the prophet, beg- |

ging Blijah to remember that he was, [
like himself, & worshipper of the true
God.

V. 13.—4When Jezebel slew the
prophets of the Lord»=This abomi
nably wicked woman, who had inei-
ted Ahab her busband to all manner
of eriminal conduct, had at one time
sought to slay all'the Lord’s prophets
remaining in the kinzdom, Obadiah
had  seeretly mangged to save the

lives of a hundred hem, by con-

cealing thew in two caves, putting |

titty in each, and affording them such ,

nourishment as he could proeure. 2 I
V. 14.—Requires no explanation,

V. 15.—41 will snrely shew mysolt
unto him to-day."—With a very sol
emnguljuration Klijub reassures the
troubled Obadiah. He need have no
fears this time that Elijalh would be
stuhlenly taken away.

11, Enigaws INTERVIEW WITI :
Auan—Y, 16.—Requires no. com- L
nent.

V.17 —%Art thou he that trou-
bleth Israel 7 Tlar and wide, long i
and diligently, had the wicked king -
songht for the prophet who had boldly i
stood up in his court. where others

were bowing the kuee, and had de-
nounced his wickedness, and uttered
that prophetic curse which liad been
so terribly fulfilled during the three
dreadful “years that had suceeeded.
Now, all el a sudden, when the king
had despaired of ever seeing tho
austere Tishbite any wmore, behold,
Elijal starts up in his path. Hete Lo
sees, as he imagines, the gathor of
all his woes,

V. 18.—“I have ust tronbled Israel, .
but thou and iny father's house.”—
You need not impute to me the bit-
ter ‘results of your own and your
rather’s erimes. Had you walked in
the ways of Gad, and doune justice,
and loved merey, this famine had
never been. You are the gnilty man,
Iam but the messenger of God, to
declare his judgments upon you and
your wicked followers.—“Baalim,»—
The Hebrew plural of Baal. Proba-
bly used here to express the fact that
Ahab had forsuken the Lord, and
had gone asiray to wotship Baal, anq
other false gods like him. The word
might, perhaps, be rendered into Eng-
lish by the expression, “Baal and the
like.”

Miss Bmith, daughter of the lafe
Rev. Dr. W. A. Smith, of Virginia,
ig'in Eogland, teaching a theory or
the nervous system, in which, she
says, there is a iaw of harmony, In
order to be always young one must
rise at half-past four A. ., walk o
mile, breakfast at half-past five a. .,
take dinver at balf-past oner. i, f
sup on bread and water at six », M., -
and vetire at halt-past seven ».m, |
She is keeping herself young in ap-
pearance.

The Reformed Bpiscopal Church
has fifty-six settled pastors. Some of
these are in-eharge of' several congre-
gations. There are four congregations
in Chieage, flve in Philadelphia,
three in Baltimore, and five iu New
York and Brooklyun. :

Rev. Wm, E. Hatcher, D, I, of
Richmond, is reported quite siclk,

‘barren and dreadfulin ite aspect than

We trust our friend and brother wili
HOORD TRCOVET, _



