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OVR PRINCIPLES.
1.—The Lord Jesus Christ is the only Heaa of

the ren 50
A 7.—Phe tkme Christian, to the exclusion of
il pard tagian naweq,

#.—Tha loly Bible, or the Seriptures of the
0l W Testament a sufficient rule of faith

and practice.

. 4—Ohristian- charaeter;-or-vitalpiety, the

only test of fellowship, or church memberahip.
f.—Thé vight'of private julgement and the

liberty'of conscience, the privilege and duty of

all.
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NOTICE.

Bretliren who have collected money
for the Convention Fund will please
forward nf once to the Treasarer of
their Gonference. This is very ne-
cessary-becanse the Hymn Book must
be paid for eve;Jong and we wish to
have the mouney ready when the book
is doue;. | Churches which have taken
up no collection for' this purpose will
please do so at once and report to the
propér- Préasufer. In the Eastern
Virginia ‘Oonference send to Col. As
Savage, Norfolk, Va., and all others
should send direct to Alfred Moring,
Esq.;‘)io_l'_risrill'e’, N. C.. Please give
this yonr immediate attention, breth-
ren.
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"EDITORIAL NOTES.

The Biblical Recorder sensibly says
stand by your pastor. So say we,and
‘we hope our people will do so.

The church at Ber,hnn?is indebted
to Sister W. H. Coggsdale for a water
service for the pulpit: Many thanks,
dear sister.

Rev. C. J. Ralston expects to go to
assist Rev. P. T. Klapp in meetings
during the last of July aud first ol
August. ;Bro.Ralston is & hard work-
er in,revival meeatings.

An{nteresting commanication
from’ Rev! R. H. Holland was crowd-
ed otit this week—but will lose none
of its in‘erest by this omission. It
will dppear in our next issue.

We spent last Sabbath with Rev.

(. J. Ralston in his Liberty Spring
charge. We had a large congrega-

_tion_and_goed attention and che

churth seems to be doing well. Itis
an active chureli, and we wish it much
success, 'The Missionary Society is
hard at work.

The. Rev. . Barnas Sears, D.I.,
LL.D;, of Staunton, Va., died at Sar-
atogay N. Y., July 6th. He was a
man of fine abilities and was a firm
advocate of education. He was for
some years prior to his death agent
for the Peabody Educational for the
South, He was 77 years of age.

Profs. Kernodle and Kilby are hard
at work for the Institate and we call
upon all friends of the school to do
thegk best for it. Get your own chil-
d#ad;‘ and look ap others among
your friends and neighbors. We
must pash this institution—it is now
a strong ally for the canse of the
chureh in 46aStern Virginia.

ev..J, W, Wellons has returned
from:his evangelistic tour Sonth., A
note from him of July 12, says he was
then,in Franklinton, N, C. He ex-
peets soon to be off again to the Vir-
cinia Valley Conference. He is one
of our most. busy and bhard working
men iy the Master’s cause. Brethren
wishing to correspond with Lim
should address him at Linville, Rock-
ingham county, Va. We wish lnm
abundant success in his work. May
the Lord direct him,

We see that our exchanges are urg-
ing their patrons to stand by their
own schools. They regard it as one
of the fatal blunders to send their
clildren elsewblere than teo an institu-
tion of their own faith and order.
We hope our people will imitate thia
example and when they send their
sons and danghters off to school, be
sure to send them to your own school.
We have two good schools, the Gra
ham High Sehool at Grakam, N. G,
and the Suffolk Collegiate Institnte
at Suffolk, Va. At either place you
may put your children and have them
well “trained. Send for Catalogue
aud staud by your own schools.

Rev. J. W. Holt says iu a private
note to us, Juune 30: ¢About three
weeks uow before I commence in pro-
tractedaveetings.’ /1 will be very busy
thenfor about'8 or 10 weeks. I am’
getting' 'along very well with my
churehes, 1 have large and attentive
congregations at all of my appoint-
mentige dlhave goed Bundny-schools
at each of my churches. A missicua-
1y soeiety at two and. expeet to or-
ganige at the other two soon.” That
is emgonsaging vews from the field.
1t is.a medely letter too,  Short and
to thapa @.. Bro. Holt has au im-
portant article, ip; this week’s SuN
and promises.us.another on the same

subjoct. Mgt us: hear from - you, [to attend- the worship of Al
Bro. H.
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—Interment in England. The Eng-
lish Parliament i8 jn a big controver-
sy over the burifl question. It is
quite well known that in England
this sabject has been the occasion of |
much trouble. A mnle in
the Church of England prohibits the
burying ef Dissenters, and in fact
any one outside of the Chureh of Eng-
land in its churchyards. The -
tion is one of long standing which
wears upou its selfish face bigotry in
the highest sense of the word. If
Mr. Gladstone, the new Prime Minis-
tor, shall succesd m bringing to an
@nd this bitter controversy, as is now
very probable, he will show not only
the inamguration of a miore liberal
spirit in the government, but@lso the
wise use of common sense; for, to us,
there is no donbt that this is one of
the most insignificant questions the
English governmeut will have todeal
with at present. Yet, notwithstand-
ing its insignificance, it has been the
source of sigunificant bitterness and
evil. Think of a great government
fighting in much bitterness over the
‘simple question of burying the dead.
There is absolutely no real occasion
for the controversy. Surely, Eng-
lund’s soil is not yet full to overflow-
ing with dead men and dead men’s
bones. We suspeet there is plenty of
room—a place for all. 1f we mistake
not the sigus, as they now appear,
mr; Gladstone will secure tickets for
the Dissenters to enter the charch-
wan’s charehyard when he is ready
to say: “Farewell Old England!”

—A Cure for the Drunkard’s Appe-
tite,. 'We have heard it often said
that when a man once becomes a con-
firmed drunkard, nothing will snatch
him from the clutches of the terrible
demon. Doubtless there are many
who if they knew of a remedy for the
cure of their ungovernahle appetites
for liquor, would be just delighted to
gecure its assistauce in breaking away
from the horrors of a drunkard’s
death and the shame of such a death.
To all snch as may really desire to
break away from the habit we recom-
wend that the following remedies be
carefully used according to directions
given in the following from the Bos-
ton Traveller. ln speaking of the
drunkard it says: “His laboratory
need contain culy a small guantity ot
cayeune pepper, a pot of concentrated
extract of beel, a few grains of bro-
mide of potassinm. When the desire
for drink returns, make a tea from
{cayenne pepper, as strong as can be
taken with any degree of comfoit;
sweeten with milk and sogar, and
drink it. This tea will supply the
same place that a glass of liquor
would fill, and it leaves no injarious
effects behind. Repeated daily, or as
often as the appetite returns, it will
be but a few days before the sufferer
will have become disgusted with the
taste of the pepper. ‘With the ap-
pearance of this disgust disappears
the love for liquor. 'This fact is prov-
en every day. The extract of beef is
to be made into beef tea, according
to the directions on the pot, in such
quantities as may be needed for the
time being; and it farnishes a cheap
easily-digestible, and healthfal nutri-
ment, it being mwade to stay on the
gtomach when other articles of fuod
would be rejected. The bromide of
potassiam is to be used carefully, and
only in case of extreme nervousness,
the dose being [rom fifteen to twenty
grains dissolved in water.” 1t is sim-
ple as a remedy for so terrible a dis-

such assistance.

— Non Church Goers. The South-
ern Churchman, Boston Herald and
Christian Union have been of late in-
vestigating the subject and seeking
for the cause of the absence of so
many from oor churches on the Sab-
bath, or we might state it more siw-
ply as why so few people go to chureh
on Sunday. It is a lamentable fact
that vast nnmbers do not attend wor-
ship on the Sabbath or aoy other
time, We suppose not one-third of
city people go to church. This is a
rough estimate, but may give an idea
of the numbers of non-church-going

people. In thecountry we think pos
sibly half of the people attend church.
Half of these we suppose go simply
“to go,” while half of the remaining
half,go to see and be with their friends,
Jeaving just one-eighth, if we are cor
rect, who go as honest devout wor-
sluppers. What a grand field for
work for the Master! About one.
eighth of the people have the real
work of leading others to become de-
vont followers of the meek Savioar.
Doubtless some of our readers who
are deeply concerned about the spread
of the gospel will feel discouraged at
the present state of things / Discour-
agement is not the proper feeling un-
der these eircamstances. Letall troe
Christians remember that God will
not allow his cunse to be deleated
in the end. There are times of dark-
ness in the church—the world-spirt
seems to be over riding religion, but
iet the timid remember that God ‘is
directing his affaire, He always
keeps bis seven thonsand who have
not bowed the koee to Baal, aud jp

his own geod time be will greatly

multiply this pmwber, meanwhile we
arge our church-goi:f peDETQ to do

1Bg their non-
orch-gotng friends and veighbors

God regularly,

ease. Try it,if you are in need of

demand for arden:
mighty | a8.to offér pecaniary profiy .. .
dueer, just so long will there be pro- |

“A COLLEGIATE EDUCATION AND ITS

RELATION TO THE CHURCH,

A misconception of the relation of
our educational iustitutions to the
churches is apparent. From the na-
ture of surrounding circumstances we
have taught our churches to look for
a retarn of the assistance given our
edncational institutions only in the
training and eduoeation of our minis-
ters. This is a mistake. The work
these institutions are doing for the
chureh in educating our ministey is
very great, but this is not the maiu
work they are doing for the church
The ranks of the ministry have been
greatly strengthened and built -up
under the elevating intlences of our
denominational schools, but not more
so, perhaps, than the ranks of the
laity. Indeed, we suppose that our
schools have done more for the ad:
vancement of real effective work
among the laity than among the min-
istry!

L.et us see how this works. We
ber of good members, buy withoat any
of the influences of edneation. They
have property suflicient for comforta-
ble living. They love their church
and cherish a fond hope of heaven,
and in a slow, snail-gallop fashion,
look after some of the benevolent en-
terprises of the church ; but from the
very nature of things they do not do
much,—in fact, they do not know
how to work in such n.atters.

Two or three of these good breth-
ren send off to our high school a son
and a danghter each. The school is
located where an active, well organ-
ized chureh is at work, These young
men and ladies catch the spirit of this
church for work. Add to this the
advautage of the mental training
they have received at school with all
the inluences naturally. following,and
when they return home and euter
upon the various parsuits of life, you
will see ‘a new life in the church
which was formerly soslow and snail-
like in its wovements, Why so?
The matter iseasily explained. These
young men and ladies under the intla-
euce of education have become the
moving power in this chuareh; and
now it is first and foremost in ever)
good work. XNone will question the
fact that this choreh was greatly
benefitted by the schiools at which its
young men aund ladies were educated.
Further, we think noae will question
the fact that the church was amply
repaid for any aid and encouragement
it gave the high school.

To our churches we wish tosay
help your high schools, the Sijfolk
Collegiote Institute, the Grahkem High
School and otkers, and they will well
repay you by educating your children
and making them active, earnest
workers for Jesus. Let all possible
enconragement be given fo our
schools.

We append the following sensible
paragraph ftom the Interior on this
snbject. Read it,study it—it will do
you good. It will do our cause good.

“ln advocating denominational ed-
ncation—Lthe maintenance of denomi-
national colleges —it is useal tolay
great stress upon their intluence in
directing young men to the work of
the miuistry. But there is a large
and probably an interesting class who
are not moved by appeals of this
kind. As a profession,. that of the
ministry will take care of itself, The
demand will, with the racilities uow
offered by the Churcly, bring the sup-
ply. Our Presbyteriun colleges are
doing a better work in waking intel-
ligei:t Presbyterian laymen than they
are in “feeding the sewinaries.” They
elevate the Church in the public es-
teem and extend its influence beyond
the young men whom they educate.
They push the control of the Chareh
1nto the places of successtul busiuess,
into the infloential professivns, into
the departments ol government, and
they lay the foundatious of sound

thus our institatious bring honer, re-
spect, and inflpevce to Lhe denomina
tion The string of ministerial edu-
cation should be left to the exclusive
nse of the boards of ministerial edu-
cation.”

DRINKING CHURCH MEMBERS.

Several ecommunications on this
subject have appeared in the SUN re-
cently, but I think more may yet be
gaid. A very great majority of all
church tronbles may be directly or
indirectly attributed to
ardent spirits. 1 agree with “X7 in
what he says about ehnreh members
manufaeturing or trailicing in ardent
spirits, but I am uvable to agree with
him that the “poor drankard” shoald
be let remain in the church until the
traflic is stopped. He says, “stop
this nnholy trafic and the trouble
will epd.” Granted. But is it not
the demaid of phe copsnmer that
calls into existence the producer of
cotton, tobaceo, wheat, corn machin-
ery, &ec. If there were no demaud for
cotton or machinery would not the
proipeer of these things be forced to
stop their production ¥ If there were
no demand for whiskey would thers
be any produced? The drunkard
and the moderate drinker are the
CORSIperR of ardent spirits, and eall
fgto mervice the f;pgigcen And I
ventura to prediot that so long gz fhe
=+ gplrits is ko great

“brofic . the pro-

will take a charch which has a num- |

commercial and political morals, and

he will not want to drink®whiskey,for |
there will be no room in him for it,
consequeuntly no demand for it. Re-
ligion is the omly efectunl remedy,
and the chureh must begin to apply
it. Suppose yon suppress the traffie,
and thereby put liquor beyond the
reach of the drinker, will the evil be
entirely vemoved T Here is a drink-
er, whiskey has been put beyond his
reach, but he says, to himself, iff not
opeuly, “if I had » gallon to-night T
would drink as much as I want aund
get drank” Is he not as guilty in
the sight of God as it le could aetu-
ally pet the liguor he wants? We
must expel from the man the will to
drink before he is sale. Nothiog but
religion can do this, and implant ia
hiw the will not to drink. Stop the
use ol ardent spirits and this unholy
traffic will cense and souls will be
saved.

Bro. Besle pities’ the “poor drank-
ard” Idon't remember thut Christ
ever pitied him. But wheu he healed
the imporent man at the pouvl of Be.
thesdu, he said unto him, “Sin no
more, lest 1 worse thing come unto
thee.” | fear that the feeling of pity
which is commonly tendered to the
druukard, has been the cause of much
evil. lnstead of nerving him to re-
sist the tewmptation, it suggests to
him that he has lost his strength and
the power of self-confrol, and that he
now cannot help getting drunk, aud
goes fur towards helping bhim to be-
lieve that for this reason the privi-
lege of getting drunk has been ae-
corded to hum, and that the stigma
of his ¢rime has been removed from
the minds of the people. I fear that
mistaken pity bas caused the final
ruin of thousands of drunkards. 1
kuow the drankard is in the habit of
saying in excuse, 1 amvery sorry for
it, but Leaw’t helpit.” Suppose what
he says to be true, that he reaily can’s
help it. Is there any sin in his get-
ting drunk? Does God coudemn a
man for doing what he cannot help
domng 1 But we all believe it to be
wroug for him to get drunk, Hence
his excuse must be faulty. He can
help it. I set before a thirsty druuk-
ard a glass of good lipuor, sucit as he
kuows to be good. I tell him that it
is all that can be had anywhere, but
that be may drivk ic. I then drop a
litile strychnine into it which I de-
clare has not altered the taste of 1t,
but that it will, as he Enows, kill him
almost instantly. Would he drink itf
I think not, Then he is not such a
poor impotent man after all. His
will has some controlling power yet.
Let me tell hiw that the liquor with-
out the strychnive will eventually de-
stroy him both soul aud body in hell,
Let him eéxercise che smwe faith -now
that he did when the stryehnine was
i the glass, and make the same per-
sonal elfort to resist the temptation
and he will likely be as successtul,  In
the last case e may appeal to the as-
sistance of God’s grace and make sue
cess doubly sure. lustead of pitying,
suppose we tell tLe draukard that he
can and must help it. Suppose we
tell the moderate drinker, the manu-
facturer and the dealer the same.
Would it not suggest a consideration
of the scripture, “Druukard’s shall
not inheritc the kingdom of heuven.”
1 Cor. V1: 10. “Woe unto him that
giveth his neighber drink, that pat-
test thy bottle to him, and makest
him dranken also.” Hab, H: 15, I
am in favor of putting the drankard
out of the church. Drunkenness, af-
ter the first otfense, becomes habita-
al, and 1 have been unable to find any
satisfactory excuse for habitual gin, 1
think our churches ought to act more
upon the command given to the Is.
raelites, “Thou shalt put the evil
away from among you” Dent.
XVII: 7.

I have been asked, “How drnk
should & member bto be a subject
for church discipline " I will answer
by asking and answering another
question, How do 1 know when a
man is drunk ? Dy his talking and
acting us he would not if there was
no liquor in him, And | think when
he has liguor enongh in him to make
him do that, he is much too drank to
be a member of the church, But I
will close, for fear of a trespass, by
asking the attention of X,” Ii. W,
B, and all onr churches to the
following langnage of Paul: “Bat
now I have written unto you not to
keep compauy, if any man that is
called a brother be a druukard, with
such an one, no not toeat.” 1 Cor,
V: 11. “Therefore put away from
among yourselves that wicked per-|
son,” Verse 13,

: J, W. B,

G00D NEWS.

Mg. EprTor.—You will plense per-
mit me to extend to my friends at|
Providenoe chiureh, angd espeslally to
Brother R. A, Hyslop, throngh your
paper, my most sincere thaoks for a
very handsome present in the shape
of a suit of clothes. . i
May the Lord bless these degr

friends !
H. H. BuTLER,
Berkley; Vi, Joly 14, 1880.

W AT Gl
gy o e g g mre gy
the produoer'lr&die,t ?tum o -‘“ mm
gease. Nothing but religion can do ey mWI“l b g',l__& M;.»‘g':
this, Fill & man full of religion and i

MILLTOWN, ALA", June 28, 1880.—
I wrote you last from Louina. The
rain broke np cur meeting there the
third uight. The meeting was inter-
esting all the time. Saturday I prea-
ched at New Hope for Brother J. D.
Hlder, after which the quarterly con-
ference was beld. In the afternoon at
my request the preachers and repre-
sentative brethren from surrounding
churches met e here. We discussed
important questions pertaining to the
general interesta of the Conference,
whieh I hope will result in good for
the cause of Christ and thedenomi-
uation, On Saturddy night Rev. J.
D, Elder preached an excellent ser-
moun. Early Suuday the people be-
gan to gather in from every direc
tion. By preachiug time twice as
many as could be comfortable seated
were on the ground. The best at-
teution was given to the preaching
and many weréd moved to teurs all
throngh the sermon, At the close of
the sermon the  Loid’s table was
spread and gunite a number commu-
ned. It was a pleasant season. In
the evening the choir had u meeting
for singing. Thus closed a delightful
day’s worship at New Hope —the Je
rusalem of this Conference in Ala-
bama, but in Georgia Red Hill is
their Jerusalem,

Another busy week of preaching
is before me; then to Georgia, spend-
‘tng awhile with some destitute places
there, and then I shall leave these
dear brethren and sisters for the Vir-
ginia Valley. My health is much im-
proved and I think my trip to this
Ucenlerence will resalt in go d.

J. W. WELLONs.

FrRAXKLINSVILLE, N. C.—In fu
ture my addross will be Hartford, N.
C., via Fraonklinsville. M) healib is
much improved, so that 1 can fll m)
appointments. L am nearly well, If
Aou come to the Deep River Confer:
ence,come Lo the Gull,  Conveyance
will be tfurnishod frow there tor all
that will come. 1 was aut Pleasant
Grove last Sunday, and preached the
funeral of Biro. Leonard’s four chil
dien. I have not heard trom Breth
ren Wellous and Apple.

: W. R. Brown.

We hope to be at Deep River Con
fereuce, bro. B.—Ed.

BERKLEY, Va,, July 1, 1850.—~My
meeiiug will not commence at Sharon
until the 4th Sunday in September,

Will you please anpounce my meet-
ing at Beren 3rd Sunday in July, and
also at Providence vd Sunday 1u Au-
gust.

Ask the bretbren in the ministry
to help me,

H. H. BUTLER.

LINVILLE, Va., July 7,1880.—Hav
ing received a letter from Rev.J. W,
Wellons, asking for intormation in
regard to my protracted meetings in
this Conterence, and said letter fail-
iGg to reuch my office in time to an-
swer him ai Milltown, Alabawma, I re-
specttully request the medium of the
SUN to give him the desired informa
tiou,

My meetings will commeuce the
Sabbath in August and continue un-
til Couterence, which will commence
the second day of September. -1 ¢an-
not give him any information about
the Central Conference. We are
anxious for him to get here by the
last of this mouth.

D, T. DEANES,

CHAPEL HirLn, N. C., Juone 28.—

As you have had no news from our
part of the field for some time, 1 pro-
pose to offer a short report. Our
choreh (Damascus) 18 thought to be
in better coudition at present than at
any time previous. Our pastor, Rev,
J. W.Holt, is much beloved by his
congregation.

The weekly prayer-meetings are
regularly kept up, with an inereasing
interest and attendance, Our ever-
green Sunday  Schoel which has
known po suspension for several
years is still flourishing.  After the
lesson recitation on last Sabbath, the
title of which was *“Missions,” we or-
ganized a Children’s Missionary So-
ciety, with twenty-six little mission-
aries for a start, some of whom we
hope will, at some fature cay, not
only be puying, but working mission-
aries. The following are the officers,
viz+ Presideut,J.J. Pritohard ; vice
President,. Willie Lindsuy ; Secretary
Miss Ella Nevill; Treasurer, Miss
Josie Daniel.

Please say to our bsloved and impor-
tunate mission man Bro. C—,that the
little ones of Damascus hope to make
him smile at our next Conference,

W. N. PRITCHARD,

“MoRRISVILLE, N. C., July B, 1880,
I think the churches in this part of
the Conference will come ug‘tolembly
well with the Couvention Fund, and
I trust they will everywhere else, tor
we greatly need the money,

I want to say to the brethren at
New Hill that I think the churches of
my charge will help thew more in re-
gard to their house of worship than
they are reyuested to do.

W. G. CLEMENTS.

MILLTOWN, Ala,, July 6,1880.—I
have time to write only a few lines, I
spent Jlast week preaching every
night and sometimes in the day at
different places. Penitents cawme for-
ward for prayer ab every place when
invited. During the last twa weeks
over one handred penitents have ap-
proached the alyar ot er. I prea-
ched last. Saturday and Sunday at
Fellowship church, in Kandolph Co.,
Ala. Over twenty persons presenied
themsalves for prayer. Sundgy l?g}b
1 preachied a¢ Reauoke, & e kvl
fawn io this. coutnty. % good
megting—six or seven asking prayer,
I preach to-uight at New Hope, aud
expect to leave to morrow for West
Pont, Ga., and then out to North
88
8
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© "HOW IS THIS," AGAIN.

Mz. Epimor: It has been some
time since I have sent auy matter for
the SUN, I must confees my pen has
become somewhat rusty, but I will
try and brush off the rust for a“few
momeunts, at least. I noticed a short
article in last week’s 18sue headed
1t seems that some brother has
\written to you uabout his pastor,
speakiug of giving up the church to
which he belohgs. Now Mr. Editor,
if this pastor 18 going to leave the
church from the fact the church is
poor, then he is wrong, provided the
church in her poverty is doiug all she
can to sustain him and he has other
caurches to supplement his salary.
I dow’t know the pastor or the ehurch
to which the article alludes, but 1
think I am sufliciently acquainted
with the ministers of our chkurch to
say they are willing to sacritice for
the good of the church, when they
are couvivged that the sacrifices are
duly appreciated. _

Mr. Edivor, it strikes me that the
brother has taken up the wrong idea
concerning his pastor. It may be
that his pastor is compelled to leave
them for the want of a support. All
ol his churches may bw poor or fuil to
give him a suflicient salary to sup
pert his family, or it may be that
these chuiches promise to puy him so
much snd never meet Lheir promises.
It this be so, then I think that minis-
ter is justitied in giving up his
charge, tor it is evident that he ean’t
live on protuises,  Now, if tiie broth-

can, abd are willitig to coniinue their
etforts in this direccion, [ don’t think
be will lose nis pustor, | kwuow of a
great mauy churches that ery ot
poverty, aml when we begin to inves:
tigate their condition, we fud it quite
ditferent from what they represented
it to be. Here coles the great trou-
ble—they don’t deny thewmsclves ol
the mauy loxuries which wmight be
dispeused with aud the proceeds giv-
en to the church. 1t)s very true the
poor should have the gospel and it is
uo less true that the mwinister must
live whils he is preaching that gos-
pel.
HARRY CLEMENTS,

“Harry Clements” is_right, when
the cuse is us he supposes. A weak
churek can do 1ts best. If they do
this, there is little doubt but that
they will get theirshare of the gospel,
Poverty is too .frequeutly eclaimed
when there is no necd for such a
claim. Uur poorest churches when
doing all they ean, will do much more
than many of our wealthy churches
which try and do always wear, or
rather pretend to wear poverty’s gar-
meunts,—ED., SUN,

LEND A HELPING HAND,

I'saw iu our last week’s Sun that
one of ounjuinister’s thinks of giving
up ofie ot his weak cburches. Why
is this, iny brother? Is it Decause
the members  are good enough and
need no more preaching, or 18 it be-
cause they are so sinful ¥ If the latter
is the case, 1 think they have need to
hear more preachiug than they have
heard ere this, iustead of less; and
more tnan that, a listle private talk
from you, their pastor and brother in
Christ, would enable Lhean to over-
come their sinful habits, = If this is
not the cause, what is it 1  Becanse
the membership is so small that it is
not able to pay you as much as some
other churches? Or, becanse you see
it is going down bill? 1fso, why not
still lend a helping hand? 1f the
burden is too grent for you, ask some
of your brother ministers to help you.

Do not ever give it ap. Cling to it
to the last with 8 determined will, re-
membering thatour Heavenly Father
has said, “Whatsoever ye ask of me
lu faith believing, that will I give
nuto thee.” Why not spend some
of your leisure moments in secret
prayer for the prosperity of this
chureb ! Yon may say that it appears
that you eannot accomplish any good,
and that there onght to bYe a change.
Perhaps that is all so, but Ly your
leaving or turning yoar back apoan it
in the manner yon think of, it may
not be sble to get any one else that
would suit as well as you do, or can
do by your Heavenly Fathar's will,
® Oh! my brother, think of the
ohurck yon are about tn desert! Per.
haps it is a poor, persecuted church,
one that never had any encourage-
ment even from you, their Pastor,
If they ever do any thing thut they
think ia for the wupbuilding eof the
chureh, jost praise them a little and
encourage them on in the path of
duty. Excuse e, dear brother, for
saying this mueh, as I know not who
you are, and as I also feel my inabili-
ty of giving advige. But I thought
perhapa yan had uever Leen’ a mem-
bar af & weak ehurch, and did not
put she right construction on the ac-
tions of the members who. have be-
come g0 wmuch discouraged, a8 mem-
bers of winprosperous ehurches will
do, When [ saw in the SUN that yon
thapght of giviug up that church of
son;% it made me think of a sayin
that } bave known ever since L cou
recollect, And that ia this: “Wuen.

gtarts down Lill the toe of
[ttt i e

er’s churele has paud hiw all that they ]

—

~ A TROUBLED SOUL

e

Onoce a poor gentleman wus great-
ly trorbed about his qoul's salva-
tion, he was & professor of religion,
but he seemed to be more of &

rock at its foundation, doing its part
of the work

Oue night he fell asleep and wan-
dered in the land of dreams. He
seemed to ba in a dreury place, full of
deep precipices and high mountains,
without an house or living person vis-
{ble. It seemed that he was compell-
ed to pass evar this desolate place, in
order to reach a bright and beautifal
land just beyoud, It seemed that
this beantiful land was Heaven.

Just as be was stroggling and
about to give up all hope, he saw a
thick clond separate and just between
the divided ¢lond he saw written on
a beautiful object, which resembled a
star, the only difference being in the
size, these words: “Have faith, hope
ever,and be charitable.” Then this
immediately vanished. He knelt und
prayed that God might sustain and
help him. When he arose irom his
knees he saw another cloud sepurate
aud a large haud withi*Faith” written
on it, reached out and taking hold of
him lifted him over the rongh places,
and led him down the deep precipices
with safety,and just as the hand vap-
ished, leaving him in that beaatiful
land be had been trying to reachb, he
awoke. After that he became a firm
and earnest worker in .the church.

Doubtless, my dear friends, you are
in the sume sad plight. You may be a
member of the chureh, and you may
do all the work reguired of you; but
let we wurn you, dear friends, unless
yvou.love Christ as you ghould and
have faith in him,you will surely stum-
Lle over the rough places, which are
sins,uud thus you willstumble on until
you reach a deep precipice, a great
crime, when perhaps you will stop a
mowent, then tuaking one step you
will full in and lie there unable to

draw yourselt from its depth of per-
dition.

“Huave faith, hope ever,and be chari-
tuble,” aud without doubt you will at
Inst reach that house not made with
hauds; eterual in thy heavens.

W. 0, 8

A SAD THOUGHT,

That we are growing old. That the
largest part of the path of life 18 be-
bind us. That the sun of ogyr life is
sinking fast and ‘our race is nearly
run.  That the associations here will
soon be broker ay and the tenderest,
sweetest, strongest ties of lile will be
severed. Do not reflections like these
wake you feel sad? To some they do
Priduce this effect, to others the ef-
fect is quite different; aud they
wounld change the adjective im the
above heading, and for it would in-
sert, cheerful, or blessed, or glorious
thought. To the Obristian pilgrim
the thonght of being so near home
fills his sonul with heavenly emotion
and he sings, “I would not live alway
I ask not to stay, where storm after
storm rises dark o'er the way.” 1
welcome the tomb ; since Jesus hath
lain there I dread not'its gloom. This
is the feeling methinks of the weath-
er-beaten mariner. He knows he
will soon safely anchor in heaven's
harbor,” where 'the surges cease to
roll.

Oh! the soul prepared for bliss
eternal will most gladly welcome that
messenger that admits him to enter
through the strait gate into the city
of heaven,

But what are the feelings of that
man who realizes the near approach
of death, with the conviction thut he
1y not ready, and who Satan makes
believe that he cannot get 1eady.
That the time is now too short and
the sins of his life are too numerous
to be pardoned, 1 ask again, what
are the feelings of thut Soul which is
drawn near to the gate of death with
sach a convietion as this upon it."—
I hear such an one say, I'll give seven
and a half millions of dollars for a
hope of heaven. But he perishes
with his money. I do not believe
that language e¢an deacrihg'b the
wretchedness of such a soul.. 1f thete
is agondition in life which deserves
sympathy, -and one over which an-

that man who has sinned away his
day of grace and who with fast wast-
ing strength is Waiting to pass death’s
awful flood at the command of God.
Well nigy one under such circum-
stunces have drawn back and ex-
claimed, “I cannot die.”

you do not come, and that soom, to
Ohrist for refuge, Not .one single
Alay, Lor hour,uone tolose., . i
‘“Soon borge on time's wost répid-wing, ;.

Before his bar your spirit bricg,
And none be found 1 hear or rave.”
Jamp of life goes out in eternal dark.

A interestiig ¢ommanication from

Rev. H. A, Albright came too late

for this issue.

o

gels, if they could,  would weep, it 18 _

Escape lp'f,I pray you, ere the
E W.B.

stumbling stone in the church than a

in  keeping the church

Sinner! this will be your doom, if |
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Will death command you to the graye. [ . |,




