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heathendom is divided into as many,
‘or more, parties, each claiming to be
right, and the end is not yet. God n
his infinite wisdom will bring good of
all this, notwithsianding difficulties
in the way, are high and strong.

As indicated in our” last, it is our
| purpose to discuss some of the fea-
tures of the great controversies of the
church. This article on Controversy
in Religion is intended as introduc-
tory. Our first will be on the contro-
versy which brought abouat the Re.
formation, as headed and fed by Mar-
tin Luther.

THE SPIRIT OF MISSIONS.

The spirit of missions is thespiritof
Olirist, and when in the Church will
find expression in various ways. In
some instances men and women will
be called to missionary work. A full,
round life means this 1o them, and if|
not permitted to eanter the mk they
will live and die with & sense of incom-
pleteness most painful.

It may not bave occurred to the
many that the spirit ‘of missions finds
bat & limited expression in the life and
work of those who 20 out as mission-
aries. Itis a grand expression, and
brings out the heroic element in the
Christian. But the grand ‘expression
of this spiritis found inthe sympathy,
prayers and eontnbutions of the whole
church, - The missionary spiritin ev-.
ery member of the churchis the great
need of this age.

~It-has beensaid a thonund times
that Jesus was the first: missionary.
This is true ; and He intended to leave
the- spirit that brought him to this
world in it when hé left. He succeed-
ed in part, and while many have it, a
t number do not.

Many Christians confess, withont

any seeming sense of shame, that they

are op ‘w missions, They have

beld this ‘position for years, and never
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The higlhest type of Christian char-
‘acter and munhood is wrought here by
the reflex inflaence of the practieal in-
terest men have taken in missions.
The literature of Christian lands has
been greatly enlarged and-enriched by

the missionary work of the Chureh.

history would be wanting but for what
has been written by eur missionaries,
This spirit is breathed in the hymnol-
ogy of Ohristendom. What grand
hymns have been inspired by the mis-
sion thoughé! How they ring in our
churches and 'SBabbath-schools, and
thrill the hearts of old and young |

“Phis spirit is also felt in our homes.
The missionary hox is a censer of ten-
der and benevolent thought. And
how- - the heart of each goes out, in
family  worship, to thosc who sit in
darkness. A Cliristian ‘is bound to
know, as far as possible, tbe spiritual
conditlon of others, Apathy on the

of the work of missions 18 large-
L.m result of ignorance—and 1t is
orance.

T;agiren?alg: more interesting study
than that of the transition now going |t
on in heathen lands. How wonderful-
ly the long-slumbering hfe of the na-
tion is beingdchaken up, and old insti-
totionsare being uprooted | Invisible
forces ure réemolding the life of the na-
tions. It is the ' spirit of missions
'which God is breathing on heathen
lands through the Church. o

Talke the empire of India as an ex
ample. 1n 1793 missionary work was
commenced . by Dr. Carey. To-day
thirty-six missionary societies are at
work 1n that land, with 530 native or-
dained preachers and 449,755 native
Christians ; 50,000 females: are stu-
dents in mllsionary institutions, and
%,000 more in schools of the Govern-

Ghunder Sen nld, shortly befere he
died : “India already belongs to Jesus,
Nonu but: Christ ever deserved this

ty diadem.” -
udls 18 ina great criss, So are Ja-
n and China and many portions of
‘Afvica. This is the result of the spirit
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temperance: ‘are in fs-
llunn«-mhnus“m-

. B tnxing or Iiunae—pm
tically the terms are synonymous—
gives legislative approval protec-
tion to the traffic ; and vhis 1t does for
aputoﬂhupollo—-lu revenue. Do

and pauperism that their vile traffic
entails upon thepublic?” Tax whom?
Does any one su that the ramsel-
ler has a penny less money at the end
of the first month hecaule of the tax
or license fee which he paid, whether
it were $100 or $500 ? Does not ev-
ery person know that the consumer—
the “poor drunkard” and those on the
road to drunkeness—foots the bills ?
Theu, to think that the State, for.a
part of the hard-earned w of her
depraved drinking subjects, instead of
taking away, actually-puts the;tempta-
tion before them—Ilegalizing, protect-
ing and fostering this crime of crimes,
thereby becoming a partner in the bu-
siness of drunzard making pauperism,
and death ! And all this in a Chris-
tian (?) land. Ob, stand aghast, ye
heavens | But, we are told, high li-
cense or tax restricts. Restricts what?
-Why, the number of saloons. This is
the most that can be claimed for it. In
very many cases it~ fails gven mn this
A case : The town in which [ lived in
Ohio had fifteen saloons. The State,
the great State of Ohio, concluded that
she onght to have a part of the profits,
and so put on each atax of $200. Re-
sult : one low dive dropped out, and
one more gilded and respectable (7)
and hence more -dapgerous, came in.
The number was contained in tact.
Wawhing the papers, [ saw no drop-
ping off of reported arrvests for drunk-
enness. Case No. 2: Nebraska has
one of the first and most stringent high
license laws—$1,000. The church or-
genizations of that, State are almost
unanimous in condemning it as. practi-
cally worthless in the fight against in-
temperance, and as being a fearful ob-
stacle in the way ot prohibition. The
Baptist State Convention, held at
York, that State, last fall, adopted, in

open convention and without a dissent-
ing vote, a veﬁy at;ong regor:,ﬂc]nntain-
ing ameng other things, the fHllowi
n"W condemn theg!;igh license l;i
tem of Nebraska as morally wrong: anﬁ
a compromise with the powers of dark-
ness under which the liquor traffic has
‘been greatly fustered and developed,
until it has become a mighty power for
evil‘and a controlling influence in the
pomics and legislation of our State.

We see in constitutional prohibition
Ahe 'only right and final settlement or
the saloon guestion, and we believe
that: voting tor men who favor the li-
quor traffic by any form_of license—
bigh or low— is to lend to the traffic
our. -indorsement, - and - is,. - therefore,
morally wrong.”
This shows how the religious ele-

'ment of Nebraska regards high li
Note carefully the report: “We oo;s-
demn a8 morally wrong and as a
_promise with the “powers of darkness
= # * ppder which the ligoor . traffic
has been greatly fostered and develop-
ed,” etc. Where is the “restriction”
here? But am 1 told . that in some
places in Nebraska the number of sa-
loons has been cut dowa ? = Admit it ;
then what ? In a tract.on lgh license, |
which is being circulated _over this
State—New York—just now,-in-vefer-
ence to Nebraska, on page 21, 1 find
the followin “In the oountry the
number of safoons has been eut down,
but there is no  complaint among the
foreign nationalities. of a lack of ade
quate saloon facilities.” And who'has
ever heard of any lack of saloon facili.
ties m any place where high tax or
high license prevails? We pause lor
the answer—who ? Suppose the sa-
loons should be restricted even one-
third in number, the men who want

their drink, as a rule, would have tlof.

walk but half a block farther to get all
they want. Talk about the frieuds of
sobriety and temperance uniting in
the support and appreval of high tax
and high license laws ! When the
noonday sun makes a league with mid-

night darkoess it may be. Why, thous-

ands of our wisest, best and purest
men could no more do that than they
could approve laws licensing any oth.
er crime—theft, adultery, murder.

God's enactments against sin and
orime are “Thou shalt not.” God ney-

er compromises with evil and evil-do-

era by saying, “For so many dollars
thon mayest.” TIs it not high time for
all Christians and philanthropinta to

of missions s it goes ont in aggres- | concern. 1t is proliibitory
of karkness | they fear—that they pay their money | publmhmg small volumes for the
hearts apd brains I by the thousands to defeat.

arrange themselves /on God's side of
this question ? License and tax laws
give hrewers and distillers very little
laws that

B good friend .pmu of the Sabbath. |

righteous indignation, omp ety
heavily for ‘the mischief

obeeeving ity of
—t

ESEN? AND
'ESSITY.

B i T
“The man will surely fail who dares

COLPORTAGE 4,
PRESSING N

——

delay,
And lose to-morrow that bas lost to-
day."”

We are forcibly reminded of this
couplet, a8 we think of the lapse of
years durnug which this important
work has beeu neglected by us, and
try to the “manifold bless-
ings and advantages that we have
lost through our negligence.

Yesterday 1s ‘lost. To-day is lost.
Shall to-morrow be lost also? Have
we not lost enough—jyea, too much,
already ? A great army of col
should to-day, be going up down
throughout the lengtn and hreadth of
the State, earrying cracts and books
to every city, town, hamlet and coun-
try home.

We would, by no means, under-esti-
mate the ministry of the word, God's
own chosen instramentality for the
conversion of sinners and the enlarge
ment and perpetuity of the Messiah's
kingdom, This is, and will be to the
end of timé; the chiefest of God's in-
strumentalities for the accomplish-
ment of his mercifal purpose. But
his should have the wisdom to
see and utilize whatever forces can be
made belpiul to the advancement of
their missiop. Proviflence never de-|/
signed that one man, or one elass of
men, should have the ability to do all
that 18 to be done inm*ahe’ world, for
the simple reason that -he would
have every man do something. The
business of this world is carried on by

contributing lis share, which may be
as indistinguishable from the whole
as the effect of the single rain-drop is
from the swelling of the stream caus
ed by the sho ver. Yet man contributes
4his part to the &hpmu misery

nappiness, just B8 every drop of
min contributes its ghare to.the swell-
ing of the streams.,

Among the forees to be utilized, 18
the employment of men to circulate
the printed page. Satan and his emis-
saries, wiser and’ more active than
many of God's peaple, have seized
ppon this instramentality and pre-
occupied much territory that we
should have occupied long ago. An
infidel and licentious press is spread-
ing its detestable poison broad-cast
over the land by means -of our -postal
tacilities and punblic thoroughfares,
Against the distribators of the venom-
ous issues of a foul press, we must
send out good men'with a pure, regen-
rating, lifelifting, soul saving litera-
tare, . We absolutely pust engage in
this work, brethren, injself-detense, if
t'm':[l!;l no other motive.’ b=

e colportage work ig no some-
thing new and untired, whose
cability is to be de@aonstrated by
tual experiment; tira work um
bas long since been’. recogmzed as a

auxihary, to every depart
pc:ent, c%ﬂsm?; endeavor, touching
and stimulating the whole and con-
flictibg with none, . We cannot, with-
out blame and merited reproach, long-
er ignore this imporum. braneh of
evangelical enterprise. Let us, there-
fore, repair, the best we can, the in-
calculsble damage of former delays,
by prouipt, united effort to put into
operation- such a qylm of general
colportage as will reach, in its benefi-
cent resalts, the farthest limits of our
heloved State.
Richard Baxter felt the 1mportance
of this great work in his day. Says
he: “Another turtherance of my work
was. Lbie ‘writings’ which I wrote and
gave among them [his people]. Some
small booke I gave family, one
of whiclk went about. eight hundred
and of the bigger, [ gaye fewer. weat
Many children did God work upon, at
fourteen, filteen, or sixteen years of
s*e*  Wga had some old per-
sons, near eighty years of age. who

_mymdw

mark, [more satisfaction -

general co operation, each individual |

[Dr Archibald Alexander, whase sym
_were given 1o
American Tract Sodal. to the

il alue of his useful life, len. behind

liim this testisony in a letter address.
ed to the Society i the year 1838:
“] reflect on no part ot my life witn
thar any liule
agency which { have had in encour-
aging and promoting the volame cir- |t
culation by your Soviety.” Five years
later he wrote: “After a foll survey
of all the plans of doing good to the
souls of men which are now in

tion, it 18 my deliberate ‘opirion, that
with the exception of the preaching
of the gospel awl ¢ireulating the Holy

3 | Scriptures, there is. none which prom-

ises to' be mare efficient and more ex-
tensively useful in promoting the
spinteal and eternal interests of men

- | than the pnbhication and wide circala-

tion of sound evengelical books and
tracts.” Man of blessed memory, the

t of whose, labors for Christ and
bumanity etemlty only can’ reveal, he
gave, while on lis dying bed, ten dol-
lars for the furthérance of the work
that lay =o near his hsar. No wonder
[vhat, among his last utierances, as
dedth confronted bim, he said, ‘Death
never appearcd to me so delightful
as when 1t is near!” Brethren,
let us begin this work at one.— Babli-
cal Recorder.

THE GOOD MAN'S PARTIN
POLITICS.

(From Rfrfel.qk Christian Advocate, ﬂar.
7, 1888.)

There are some who will read the
heading to ihis editorial and wonder
that we venture to discuss politics at
all. A religious paper, it w'suid, ought
not t0 meiddle with polities; and the
same is said of preachers. too. In re-
ference to partizan politics this is true,
Notwithstanding all tlus, editors of re-
hgious journals, preachers of the gos

pel and other Christian men have a
duty to perform in reference to the po-

litical government of this country and
in refererce pulil.icinns, which we
cannot shirk. lvis a very easy -mat-
ler to dodge this duty by saying we
will have nothing to do with politics
for fear of beihg dawmuged spiritually
by-it; but certmin responsibilities -are;
upon us, and when we dodge or shirk.
them we do it at our peril and to our]
discredit, The object-of this editorial]
is W inquire as to what is the good
man's part in politics and how he may
best discharge Lhe duties devolving
upon him.

The National and State Conventions
are to meet within a few months, The
National Conventions are to nominate
candidates for the Presidency and
Viee-Presidency of the United States.
The State Conventions are to pominate
candidates for the offices of Govenor,
Lieutenant-Govenor, Secrefary of State
'Auditor, Treasurer, Superintendent of
Public Instraction, Alttorney-General,
three Justices of the Supreme Court-—
one for the vacancy mow filled by ap-
pointment of the Govenor, and two to
take. their sea's in case the number of
Justices shall be intreased by the vole
of the people, and of two Electors for
the State at large—and for the elec-
tion of : Delegates acd alternate Dele-
gates o thie National Convention, Also.
for the adoption of a platform of prin-
eiptes. It will be seen from this that
the character of the Nationa! and State
government are to be! largely deter-
mined by these Conyentions, The Na-
tional Convention will be composed of
delegates-elected by the State Conven-
tions : the State Convention will be
composed of -lelegates elected by con-
ventions held in each county in the
State: the county conventisns will be
composed of delegates elected by town-
ahip conventions,-and- the township
conventions will be composed of those
who feel enough interest to attend.

Now, this brings us to our first duty
in political matters : Every good man,
in all political parties, ought to attend
the township and counly conventions,
and see to it that good wen are ap-
pointed delegates to thé State Conven-
tion. - In most of the counties in both
parties there are'a few men, generally
of immoral charaeter, who work up
and control the appointment of dele-
gates, and Lhey see to jt_thal men are
elected who represent ‘thieir views of
morality. If good men stay away from
the “Primaries,” and. from the county
conveniions, and allow a few himmoral
men to control things, when by their
attendance and ioterest they mght
have it otherwise, these good men who
stay awayJare ‘to blame. Yes, 1f we
can prevent an evil and fail to do 1,
we are respounsible for that failure. in
almost every county, the ntelligent,
good men vould control these matters
if they would only turn out and take
an interest in tham.  We believe it lo
be thew duty tode it, and it1s theonly

are, I hope, 1n heaven. | "ee*® When

for the use of the ignorsnt and un
godly who were sick or.n dd¥iger of
sickness.”

Martin Luther and his coadjutors
bore testimony to the importance ol
this work, in that they helped forward
the interests of the reformation by

' masses,
| The great man of Princeton fame,

the grievous plague \‘hiied London. I'the various offices.
printed a half sheet, to stick on & wall | portant that we have good men nowi.
| nated for these offices.

| way to get good men nominated for
It is highly im,

We like the
following from the Wi'mington Star :
|« 1n North Carolina it is extremely
important that for State offices the right
wmen should be selected. 1f a man bhas
a bad record for sobriety, for integn-
ty, for open, fair deahing, 1t will be bad
work to select him. If he cannot have'
the “light turned on™ both his politieal
and personal record be will not do,for

NUMBER f2.
tha electric llght campaign ol 1888
No mao shiould * be nominated for any
office, including the Judiciary, whov is
addicted 10 excesdive drink. There
-are thousands of lnher, moral, even re-
ligions men in North Carolisu, who are

brace the jug handle and who are more
familiar with demijobus and ticklers
tisn they are with the 1.8t enactments
and the Revised Statutes. -It is. mot
intended to imitate that such men will
be selected. It 18 always wise to look

where there are any dangers, hidden
or opend, luis too late afterihe e ec-
tion. is over to avoid mistakes,

“As to the Legislature this may be
said: it is -important that the Demo-
crats should nominate in all the coun-
ties their best men. Let men of high
morals, of decided intelligence, of good
education, of practical sense, be select-
ed whenever possible. The complaints
have been that our Legislatures have
‘beén composed ot inexperienced nnd
raw bands, mang,of whom were men
of little aducnl.' and small brains.
Let us do hetter this year.”

Now, in order to get'good mer nom-
inated, our best citizens must attend
the township, county, and State con-
ventions, and see to it that a few dem-

agogues and “cross roads politicians”’

do not run the conventions and nomi-
nate-the candidates. We do not mean
to advise any political scramble or un-
dve political excitement. This is not
necessary. Bat in a cool, quiet, ¢calm,
Christian way, every good man should
assert Imnse}f and have his proper in-

fluerice in determmmg these matters
ol great interest to us as a people; and
if Lhey stay away from the conventions
and allow a few immoral men to elect
the delegates who will nominate the
candidates, and these candidates are
not good men, are those who stay away
not responsiale, to.a large extent, for
it? It does seem to,us.  If you want
a good Govenor and other State offi-
cers nominated, send good men to Ral.
eigh to the State Convention to nomi-
nate them. In order to see that good
mien are sent you must attend the
township aad countv conventions and
belp send them, If good men stay
away, bad men will go and select bad
men 1o represent themselves, and the
probability is that.bad men will' be
nommnated. [t scems to us that this
ia clear to every body.

Again, good men of all parties ought
to exert themselves to work a reforma-

tion in political methods This an-

other duty developing on them. The
Pfogrunchumwr expresses our views
on this subject in the following timely
editorial :

“A political campaign will soon {
upon us, and we wish to say a word in
the interest of decency. and on behalf

our people. We do not believe that
public morality has so degenerated
that it is necessary to the success of a
candidate or of a party, that the op-
posing candidate or party should be
villified, abused, maligned and slan-
dered. KEspecially 18 it repugnant to
common decency, as well as to a sense
of common justice, to prowl around
the back yards and gather up the rags
and filth of generations past, with
which to blacken the character of a
candidate. We have too much per.
sonality in latter-day politics. Per-
sonal abuse and blackguardism is not
argument, and it says little for a man
who aspires to-honorable pesition; and
little for the respect he has for the
good sense and moral culture of those
whom he hopes to influence, when he

of his claims and the claims of his par-
Ly, than the dlane on which he would
find his equal, 1f not superior, in the
champion of a brothel or some black
\den of infamy. Let the press and the
good men-of all parties discountenance,
discourage and disown this disgusting
habit among our politicians, and select
a high, moral type of manhood to fill

b pubhie positions. And in this "good

year of our Lord is a mos! convenient
opportunity to begin this healthful
work.”

“Sister,” said a dying girl, “please
do get the Bible and read for me that
passage about the blood which cleans-
eth from sin; for I am afraid that some
of my sins are too great to be forgiv-
en; do look whether it‘says ‘all sins,’
or only ‘sin, for I don't remember?
“Yes," replied the sister, ‘“these are
the exact words, ‘The blood of Jesus
Chnist his 8on cleanseth us from all
gin.' 7 “QOh, that is sweet! ‘I'ba‘ is
delightful I said the dyiog girl, “for
now there is pardon for all my sins.”
—Nee I John,1:7.

Which is the greater of these two
wise men ? He who, rising'above the
storms, and passicns of his time,
gazes down upon ‘them with the calm
‘superwority of a spectator; -or he who,
having®attained to the heights of phil-

osophical repose,  throws himself
down among his toiling fellowmen,
and bravely battles with the evils
that oppress them ? It is a grand
sight to see the eagle soar through
the storm 1nto the calm of the upper
sky; but it is grander when he poises
bimself for & moment 1n the blue of
the heavens, and -then swoops down
lhmugh the dark storm clouds to the
rocks below, where crouch his little
| anes, t. emblpug in their perilous eyrie.
—dJean Paul Rishter,

not willing to vole for men who em -

at the situation in advance and eeé|

of the dignity and moral character ot | 38

can rise no higher in the presentation |

arene oo...d
resensasnanans

dasavans

“u make tbe dangn when we. hll'
it

B-u-rowing 18 the canker and the
death of every man’s estate,

- Trusting t luck is only mttﬂ'
fortrutlngtoh:meu. i

A

8 knowledge of what man is. -

Childbood shows the man, almohl-
ing shows the day — Milton.

Deht is the subtlest and most far-
reaching form of despotism under the
sun. %, :

Whatever you dishike ‘in’' another

person take care to correet in Your:
self.

Love always has in its heart the
seeds of new. .sacrifice.—Rev. Josiah
Strong.
Never think that you can make
yourself great by trying to make oth-
ers less,

Faithfulness in little tlnngs fits one

for heroism when the great trials come.

L. M. Alcots,

* Electricity always seeks the ben
conductor. God uses those who are
most in harmony with himselfl

We cannot conquer a nécessity, but
we can yield to it in such a way as to
be greater than if we could.

Imitation causes us to leave natural
Ways to enler into artificial ones; it

therefore makes us slaves.— Vinet,

Generosity does not consist in giv-
ing alone, but in making some sacri-
fice to enable one to give.

Temptation in the line of duty God
has provided for; but temptation
sought and coveted God has made no:
provision for.

There are sins secret as the grave,
which erush, blight, ruin the divine
image in man, and tens of thousands
never hear a warning word against
them,

Morbidity 1n religion might be par-
tially eured by more out-door exercise.
There are some duties we can perform
better on our feet than on our knees.

The book to read is not the one
which thinks for you, but the one
which makes you thiak. No book in
the world equals the Bible for that.—
. McCosh.

n, not baving  been able 1w cure
death, misery and ignorance, have 1m-

not thinking of these things.-—

If we have little grace, we shall do
but little good, but if we are filled with
all the fulness of God, we shall exert
a vast influence upon the interests of
men.

tation, and do not weaken and distract
yourself by looking forward to things.
which you cannot see, and could not
understand if you saw- them.—Charles’
Kingsley.

Let not unworthiness scare the chil-
dren of God. Parents love their ehil-
dren:and do them good; not becaunse
they see that they are more woithy
than others, but because they are their
own.

Oune will confer the grealest benefits ;
on his town, not by raising its roofs,
but by exalting its souls; for it is bet-
ter tuat great souls should live in
small habitations than that abject
slaves should burrow in great houses.
— Epictetus.

clouded.”
the “now;" wol if we do nhet ourselved
mix it. We mix it with ourhave beeas,
or our might have beens, ar our by
and by. God means it Blmpl‘} for now,
the manna of to day.

Humility 1s not only a virtue itself,
but a vessel Lo contain the virtues, like
embers which keep the fire alive that
is hidden under them. It emptieth
itself by a modest estimation of its
own worth that Christ may fill it.—7
Adams. -

The sunden and severe assault of
temptation revealed to others and to
yourself what you lLad cometo be in-
the gradual but steady ‘trend of your
secret life from day to-day. The tree
that fell in the high wind hail been
rotting at the heart for years. The end
of all secret sin is a catastrope.—~Nash-
ville Christian Advocate.

Those whose lives are very easy, are
usually of small account in the matter
of usefulness. Many who are doing
very little, would be all the better for
the fertilizing processes of pain and
anguish. Sympathy with others is not
learned: without personal suffering.
The power to comfort grows out of
our own afflictions.

We can not help thinking; yet we
can be helped in our thinking, and all
need to be. Weare continual y 1n need

fresh stimulation and direction.—The
Advanee. ]
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ined to make themselvea happy by
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first step toward self- mastery1s

Do to-day’s duty, fight to-day’s temp-

“The now is always mixed and -
Not if we wke it simply as

of not only new information, but of




