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CARDINAL PRINCIPLES.

1. The Lord Jesus ie the only Head of the
church.

2. The name Christian, to the exclusion
of all party and settarian names.

8. The Holy Bible, or the Scriptures of
the O1d and New Testaments, sufficlent rule
of falth and practice.

4. Christlan character, or vital piety, the
only test of fellowship or membership.,

6. The right of private judgment, and
the liberty of conscience, the privilege and
duty of all. '

REFLECTIONS.

——

. The following from the Ashe-
ville Citizcn contains some very
timely observations— and we
have been to some churches

where this species of nuisance
existed in profusion:
. “I never hear the snapping of
a watch lid in church without
feeling uncomfortable and wish-
ing somebody would take the
snapper from the building and
give him a talking to that he
would not forget in a hurry.
This is undoubtedly the day of
the short sermon, but there is no
call for a man to exhibit his lack
of breeding by timing ' the
preacher and closing his watch
- with a click that startles those
in the pews about him and caus-
es the preacher to fall with a
heart-chilling tumble from the,
dizzy heights of eloquence on
which he was busy carving his
name. It doesn't matter-it-itis
one of the most fashionable
churches, where old-time religion
would not be recognized if it
came in at the door, marched
down the aisle and took a seat
in the pulpit—a minister is a
minister, and as such he is en-
titled to respect. Surely a man
ought to sit patiently through an
hour’s service without making
an exhibit of himself. If1 were
2 a preacher and some of the con-
gregation should do the snap
watch act (which would be most
‘likely) I should make a mental
note of the fact, and at the end
of the service'l should cast up
the total snaps and preach a sub-
sermon from the text ‘Thou fool.’
I should say that however many
idiots there might be in the con-
gregation only so many had
made their presence known;
that the church was built for pur-
poses of worship and not for ex-
hibitions of bad manners; that
there was no string tied to the
persons who had taken the
trouble to watch their watches
so closely, and they might have
retired at any stage of the ser-
vice ; and, finally, that the best
goods do not always come in the
smallest packages. Watermel-
ons ‘take up more space thap
diamonds, and are decidedly
preferable when it comes to eat-
ing. Butto be briel: The watch
snapper makes of himself a nui-
sance, and he ought to be sup-
—— pressed.” :

1

Scientific farming means much

< more than is generally under-
stood by the term. Farmers aré
prone to suppose that . scientific
farming is practiced by a certain
class of experimenters‘only, and

that ordinary farming is a differ-

ent pursuit. The fact is that
scientific farming simply means

¥ the best system that can be put
in practice. It is not founded

on theory only, but upon careful

~ and laborious investigations of
~ the methods in general use.
' * Every farmer should consider
.~ himself as a scientific experi-
+ ' menter and should also aim to
- improve his farm and everything
i upon it. Improvement is the
__ foundation of success in farming,
- and no rules can be promulgated
“that c ub'ItE made to apply to all

~ The

best farmers are
eir farms pay

lemzlot:g

be'com‘e_.'s. impoverished a large
proportion of the capital invested

leaves the farm. One of the
advantages in dairying is that
there is a large amount of feed-
Ing material brought on the
farms—such as bran, linseed
meal, cottonseed meal, gluten
meal, etc—which substances not
only replace the elements re-
rnm:red in the beef, milk and
grain, but the manure heap is
the accumulating point on which
is deposited the plant food of
another season. The scientific
farmer is he who does not fail to
purchase the low-priced feeding
materials, make a profit there-
from and enrich his farm at the
same time; yet he may know
very little of what is termed
“science,” though his methods
are really scientific and based
upon practical experience.
SKILL IN FARMING.

More skill is required to prop-
erly manage a farm than in any
other occupation, as farming in-
cludes many different branches
of business ; and, while some are
more skilful as breeders, others
are more successful in growing
special crops. Gardening in-
cludes the forcing process while
fruit-growing requires a knowl-
edge of insects and varieties.
In tact, there is no limit to. the
field of the farmer’s usefulness,
and the farmer who becomes an
expert in any particular line fol-
lows scientific methods just as
surely as he who studies and ob-
serves in some other direction.
If the farmer succeeds by adop-
tion of the surest and most profit-
able systems he should be all
the more willing to theorize and
endeavor to.further improve his
practice. Farming at the pres-
ent day is rapidly drifting to that
point at which the farmer must
‘be a specialist and give his at-
tention to some particular line.
The dairyman-who has devoted
the greater portion of his time to
the improvement of breeds and
the production of ‘superior milk,
butter and cheese would probab-
ly not succeed should he venture
into the forcing of vegetables in
winter, while the florist would
no doubt make a failure with
field crops. These facts demon-
strate that there is always some-
thing to learn and that, as the
improvements occur in mechan-
ics, the farmer is more or less
affected by the changes in eco-
nomic conditions and must
adapt his operations accordingly.
He must be a scientific farmer in
order to keep place with His
competitors in the march of pro-
gress.

INCREASING THE PROFITS.

In ordinary farming with field
crops alone there is much to
learn. The simple rotation of
the crops of today is scientific
farming compared with the sys-
tem practiced filty -years ago,
when the land was made to pro-
duce the same kind of crop ev-
ery year, or when a grain crop
was followed by another as it is
now well understood by all pro-
gressive farmers that the con-
stant cropping of the land with
one or two grain crops in suc-
cession results in exhaustion of
the soil, because such crops re-
quire the same elements of plant
tood. Every system of cultiva-
tion that does*not bring to the
farm something from an outside
source leads to impoverish-
ment, but tt e farmer knows how
to gain nitrogen by using clover
in his system or rotation, and he
thus follows scientific methods,
because experience proves such
to be correct. He is aware that
narrow-leaved crops, such as
wheat, oats and rye, should be
followed ' preterably by crops
having broad leaves, andhe uses
plants that require cultivation in
order to destroy,the weeds that
would injure sowed crops. He
also rotates, so as to take ad-
vantage] of the crops that are
produced above the ground and
those that yield roots, while crops
that prove the least exhaustive
are followed by those ot opposite
characteristics. Every time the
farmer studies and plans how to
produce at the least cost and for
the largest Jyields he is using
“gcignce’ as an aid, and every

scientific.—Raleigh Post.

in the farm goes with that which |

CoNTRIBUTIONS.

A UllRlSle WORK __SIIOP'.

BY PROF. S. A, HOLLFMAN.

[Delivered before the N. C. & Va. Chris-
tian Sunday School Gonvention, and pub-
lished by request.)

In all avocatibn_s of life there
must of necessity be a place of
labor, where the raw material is

transformed, and where energy
or power of some kind is stored
for use, and perhaps where the
perfect goods are produced aut-
right.

The mechanic has his work
shop, the blacksmrith his forge,
the farmer his field, the pastor
his charge, the lawyer “his office,
the teacher his study, and so on
for every man who has a busi-
ness. The Christian“}as a work
to do as peculiar as has the doc-
tor or the farmer, and he has
just as much need for a work
shop as has the wheel-wright or
the merchant. The church has
a mission, and its work is world-
wide. It needs no work shop.
It is a body militant, whose cru-
sade is against the world, the
flesh and the devil ; and its need
is a strong executive, vested in
a strong organization of the
church into battalions with its
geverals and a host of valiaut
soldiers of the cross. Not so
with the Sunday school. Instead
of a mission or crusade, it has a
work to accomplish, and this
work is specific. Itis my pur-
pose to speak of this work as it
especially relates to the adult—
be he saint or sinner.

To attain the best results in
any work we must know what
the labor is especially designed
to accomplish, and then by the
grace of God go at it with full
armor, and pertorm the duties
required the best we can.

The Sunday school is not the
least of the fields of labor for the
cause of Christianity. The
church, the prayer meeting, the
Young People’s Society of Chris-
tian Endeavor, the singing class,
and all such have their own
sphere and work, and -the Sun-
day school is distinct from each
and works 1n a different way. It
Is a school in the strictest sense
of the term. It is also to the
community what the protestant
church is to the world—an ex-
ponent of the Christian life. It
has been called the cradle of the
church but it is a misnomer. ' It
is not exclusively the work of
the. young, either in years or
Christian experience, Cast your
minds back to your own home
schools and ask yourselves if
your old men and women—those
whose lives have been spent in
the Christian work, whose hairs
are white with the glory of ripe
Christian experience, your
church leaders, your very wisest
sires of church enterprise—I ask
you, are they to be rocked in the
cradle and dandled in the lap of
training for the church? I tell
you, not so, Rather is the Sun-
day school the corner stone of
the church and not the cradle.

We adr it that in some local-
ities this idea of baby-hood is
prevalent, and we go to the
church early Sunday mornin
and find a cradle full of children
and a good old deacon to do all
the rocking, and a great big
clamor among the babies as to
who should be rocked the quick-
est and best. I admire the baby
that comes to the cradle, while I
pity the community that has but
one poor good man to do all the
rocking. Such a community or
church is a baby itself in the
vineyard of the Lord, and needs
to be rocked by a thunderbolt ot

religion. 3

‘%hich of your Sunday schools
represented here today is indeed
a schuol of study and religious
research?  Are any of your
church members too learned in
theology or in religious knowl-
edge to need more study? How
many presumably have their di-
ploma with the degree of Master
of Piety. ~Ah, my friends, your
church has too many .so-called
Christians, who are such by pro-
fession, and just as much a real
teacher of Christianity as I am
a teacher of Hindvo. They for-

year farming is becoming more | g
o ﬁe light shine, and also to grow in

et the command to let their

\

1grace. They lose sight of the

fact also that the Sunday school
is the study room of the post
graduate as well as the under-
graduate. Those who are -spe-
cially in the work as teachers
and leaders fail to grasp this
idea .as they should. While
teachers are presumed to be, and
really should be, instructors,
they arc also learners and my
experienee is that the diligent
teacher learns more than any
member of his class. The teach-
er should be rather a co-worker
with the adult. We call him a
teacher of course but he should
be the same kind of worker. as
the humble Christian leader of a
prayer meeting. He needs not
to be the most scholarly. or in-
deed the most pious member of
the church. In fact some of the
best results I have ever seen
have come from a new convert
with a heart full of Christian zeal,
entering into the class with a
will to get and give all the good
possible from a thorough study
of the Word. By ‘all means de
liver us trom the self-righteous
good old teacher of forty years
who actually thinks he has com-
passed the whole field of Chris-
tianity, and seeks Sabbath after
Sabbath to train the minds of
those he presumes to teach to
think in-all things as he thinks.
But give us instead the teacher
who is ever calling out the indi-
vidual thoughts of his class, who
is constantly on the alert _to di-
rect a line of thought peculiarly
suited to the individual and who
never, or seldom at least,’says I
believe this or that, when this or
that is found only in a commen-
tary. It is quite suitable, and
indeed profitable I admit, in a
fcw schools for the teacher to
lecture to his class every Sab-

‘bath. This is the case only

n
classes of established Chrisliiﬂ
Bible students, and the teacher
himself is a vigorous religious
thinker. Most schools compos-
ing this convention are not strict-
ly of this class and do not need
the lecturer, but a teacher. When
you go back to your respective
schools, try to put them in the
proper way of study on the part
of each member and not a week-
ly blank listening to a teacher
who has dreamed during the
week and imposes upon the class
on Sunday with his individual
beliefs and not the gospel.

I would not have you misun-
derstand me and think I would
include the little children in this
discussion. They must of course
have a teacher in the fullest
sense of the term—a person
whose grand duty and privilege
is to lead the tender mind in the
straight and narrow way. The
little mind so impressionable and
not competent to think for itselt,
is very different from the biblic-
al mind of which I am speaking
and which I imagine the great
God spurns, when it professes a
religion it cares not to contem-
plate and study as we urge to be
done in our Sunday schools.

Since the Sabbath school is a
studio or workshop and each
adult is a student, let us for a
while consider and ascertain
who are to be students or work-
ers, what is to be studied, then
how the work should be done to
get the best results, and finally
at' what sacrifice and at what

gain,
First, who are legitimate
workers in this shop? £

The man or woman of mature
mind may or may not be a
Christian. Oue thing is certain,
every intelligent person thinks
of some kind of religion or
creed. You can no more live
without some thought of religion
than you can walk without mo-
tion. You cannot restrain the
mind. If then you are indeed a
religious student, there are only
two schools in which to work
and they are diametrically . op-
posed to each other. You have
heard that an idle brain is the
devil’s workshop and isis equally
true that a busy brain, seeking
truth, is God's workshop. Every
brain is one or the other. The
Sunday school must necessarily
embrace all persons both saint
and sinner, The sinner. will
often use the studio to better ad-
vantage than the saint. He does
not need a pious teacher. He
is able to work alone perhaps

and will be offended by the pre-

@
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sumptous interference of a con-
ceited teacher. He must how-
ever be informed that he is a
perfectly legitimate member of
the school. It is as much his as
his pious neighbor’s. He has
the same rights and  privileges.
Herein the Sunday™school dit-
fers essentially from the church.
The church will fail by its con-
tamination with the worldly
member, while the Sunday
school grows strong in its mem-
bership of sinners. Human na-
ture revolts at compulsion. You
cannot drag the sinner into the
light of Christ. The Sunday
school should be simply the light
house and every seaman whether
foreign or native can use the
light beacon freely and feel it is
his. So the sinner as well as
saint has the right to come into
port by the influence of the Sun-
day school if the studio of your
church is indeed a light house ot
the gospel. |

Otherwise the beacon light
will run the sinner aground up-
on shoals of sneers and skepti-
cism and your school become a
curse rather than a blessing.

I am confident that if every
church member or professiog
Christian diligently uses the
studio, every sinner likewise 1n
the community will be inclined
to seek thought and opportunity
also in the same place and along
the same line.

"T'is a mistaken idea that the
sinner despises religion. He
certainly does despise hypocrisy
and when he sees the so called
Christian neglect his workshop
he readily points the finger of
contempt and will not join,where
he otherwise would do so.

Next let us counsider what is
done in this workshop. What
profit to the farmer to walk into
his field and sit down todo noth-
ing, or the carpenter to stand

fand gaze at his hammer and

saw. Can a man learn to write
by standing by an expert pens-
man and never touch a pen?
Likewise I would ask, can a
man learn little truths by simply
going to the place where they
are studied? Must he not learn
by his own efforts? What a sad
mistake our Sunday schools
make by simply opening tts
doors and instituting nothing
worthy of thought. I have in
mind a school where the illiter-
ate decline to take part simply to
avoid the embarrassment attend-
ing their misfortune. They are
in part consistent church mem-
bers, too, but that Sabbath
school is not arranged to suit
their special ability to labor.|
They can only listen and keep
quiet, and such a condition is
contrary to a Christian’s nature.
What a grand opportunity for
you Sunday school workers.
“They that are well need no
physician but they that are sick”
comes to us from the lips of the
Master. Now my friends the
type I have just presented to you
is not a stramger to most of you.
Such a school may be doing and
no doubt is doing much good in
a certain way, but it needs more|
careful organization, and a place
where religion is to be discussed
and simple Bible truths exposed
by those who are peculiarly suit-
ed to open suggestive fields of
thought which will lead the illit-
erate to ask questions and pray
over their own meditation, for
you may accept it as a fact that
the unlettered man thinks and
questions as much as those who
are more fortunate. Especially
is this the case over matters per
taining to religion. Give us in
the Sunday school religion and
not history, piety and not gram-
mar, conduect and not creed,
faith and not speculation, Chris-
tianity and not theology. These
should be the embiems of the
consecrated school where the
weak are strengthened and the
blind’ are led to see#ind such a
school Jesus will delight to own
and bless. These _and -these
alone will bring the desired re-
sults and fill the true lunction of
the Sunday school. To this end
we should have the keepers of
this stadio so to plan and coa-
trive the work that the simplest
Christian or vilest sinner may
have the same happy influence
Lthrown around him that comes
to the hypocritical orthodox,

creed-be-ridden church monger
who has uppermost in his mind

the accession to his local church!
of all professors of religion. I
Next, how can this work in
the adult class be done to best|
advantage? As I have already
said, perhaps in some schools
the lecture system can be suc-
cessfully adopted, but not gen-
erally. The teacher who poses
as an advocate teacher is usually
a failure. No studio is so cos-
mopolitan as the Sunday school.
No teacher can be an auntocrat
to his class and succeed. He
has many and varied minds be-
fore him and his function is to
stimulate rather than direct the
thought. He has the most re-
sponsible of all duties in the
school. Here is a young, giddy,
educated, college girl and by her
side perhaps sits the sedate,
homely mother who has sat in
the same seat Sunday after Sun-
day for a quarter of a century.
She knows more gospel truths
and religious joys than even her
teacher. Shall the same line of
thought lead her higher that is
required for the girl by her side?
‘Shall they be in the same class?
This is very dcbateable greund
and in the study of anything ex-
cept of the simple gospel of the
humble Nazarene I would say
no. Butin the Bible we seek
no display of intellect or culture
from human standpoint, but a
simple prayerful knowledge of
that grace that leads to salvation
and the girl and mother may
both drink from the same foun-
tain, follow the same Jesus, and |
get the same good in the same
class; provided, howcver, the
teacher will recognize his true
position and direct the mind of
each in iis pe.uliar way, that
they may not diverge, but con-
verge to the Savior of ull man-
kind through faith which euach
must exercise alike. That teach-
er is a simple machine who al-
lows the editor of the Sunday

school quarteily to do the teach-
ing. The gquarterly is probably
the most misused of all* the in-
struments in ithis great workshop.

o

There is a deplorable tendency
today to study the quarterly
alone. How many members of
your class do you suppose study
the Bible as many minutes as
they do the editor’s comments
on the lesson? Some of course
will use the quarterly as a help
onlv. This is the only office it
is designed to fill. It is simply
intended to aid the student and
not to sapplant the use of the
Bible. He who uses the quar-
terly alone, even with what texts
he usually finds there, cheats
himself of the richest blessings
of the Book. The average Sun-
day school scholar it is said
reads the Bible less than before
the quarterly was instituted. 1
trust this is a false estimate, but
I do believe the system as used
in the rural districts satiates the
limited thirst for the truths too
quickly and eliminates a thor-
ough study of the Book .itself.
Such is a misuse and I may say
abuse of the help given us by
thorough Bible teachers. 1 can
go into many ot your Sunday
schools, I suppose, and find any
Sabbath morning half your
scholars without a Bible, to say
nothing of not having studied it.
They have a quarterly ot course.
They get the golden texts and
central traths as it they were the
only ones that could be used.
They get the places, dates and
persons and even improvise an-
swers to the questigns of the
editor. This is all' right as far
as it goes, but the true study o
the lesson is not in this. This
merely exposes the tlioughts of
the peculiar editors of your quar-
terlies, which may or may not|
be in accord with the real sub:|
ject to be presented, and is cer-1|
tainly not gospel first handed. |
Search the Scriptures, is our
Master’s exhortation. Not search
commentaries. The Bible for|
truth always—the commentaries |
for helps in finding it. This is/
merely cautionary and not to
condemn. Let us not put edi-
torial religion before the simple
gospel as given us direct from
Jesus. '
Please do not understand me'
as condemning the use of the
quarterly. ‘No indeed. I am
rather atter warning the teacher
who yields to the perfunctory
routine with which you are all

more or less tamiliar, who does

 will grow impatient with

not scarch the Scriptures as he
should and does not expect his
pupils to do so. If either the
Bible or the quarterly must be
omitted for goodness sake omit
the latter.

Then in arrangement of class-
es, care must be taken to give
those who are old and less vig-
orous in thought, a line of study
suited to their peculiar needs.
Bear in mind that gray hairs
may indicate a wearied body or
mind but is never a criterion of
religious decline. They may
quickly tire of a vigorous youth-
ful discussion of an insignificant
idea, while the youthful mind,
vigorous in its search for truth,
the
deep, quiet flow ot the half-cen-

wry Christian. - These conflicts /&
must be aveided as far as expe- _é.#'
dient. -Each consigned to his /&

most joyful method of research,-g '
barring, of course, a careleg &
skimming of any lesson. 4

Of all places in the world the
Sunday school is not a place for
doctrinal discussion. Historical
themes grow tedious. The only
thing to be freely distributed ard
discussed is Jesus Christ and
him crucified, répresenting the
true ideal in Christian character
and vital piety. Persons, places
and circumstances are to be used
only as a canvas upon which are
to be painted character, piety
and Christian thought, and
never any theological ism.

Ip the next place let us con-
sider the sacritices necessary to
be made, both ot time and labor.
[ will not include money for that
is too insignificant so far as the
school itself is concerned. En-
terprises may be taken up and
pushed by the Sunday school
very properly which would de-
mand extra time and money but
of these I am not speaking now.
[ reter to the work in the shop
—the essential sacrifices of the
school itself for its own success.
As such, it needs only time and
religious energy. These are in
a sense sacrifices though they be
not given grudgiongly by the
Christian. The school that
studies diligently and with prop-
er direction is the one that gives
life to the church—such life as
can be given it from no other
source. . The student in the
school who diligently and pa-
tiently studies his work during
the week may expect a rich re-
ward on Sunday with a happy
heart and a spirited thought.
On the other hand, he who sees
not his theme before the Sabbath
morning he is to meet his class,
reaps-a shamed face and a guilty
consciousness of laxity in the
work of the Master. Perhaps
no one present appreciates better
than I the real situation of a.
farming community as to its op-
portunity to prepare during the
week the lesson of the coming
Sunday. A man who follows
the plow all day is too tired he
says to think over the lesson till
Sunday. This may be so if he
has put the lesson entirely dis-
tinct from his labor. Many of
the selt same men so tired with
daily labor, however, can find
time to sit and chat an hour or
two with a neighbor even at a
time when farm work is at a
rush, These same men are so
pressed with work that at noon
or night they cannot spare fif-
teen minutes with the precious
Bible truths to be presented the
coming Sunday. Is what I tell
you not the case in fact? Do
they not let carelessness prompt-
ed by the devil come between
them and the work they have
promised to.do for the Master?
They will do better if they would
only stop parleying with the
devil and try a little harder to
serve the spirit of gospel pro-
gress. Ofcourse you see this
plea of the farm laborer-is large-
ly a talse cne, by falser still. is
plea ot the office laborer or him
who works a stated number of
hours and has systematic hours
of rest and recreation. If the
all-day laborer is atall condemn-
ed for negligence, I repeat, the
limited day laborer is twice so
condemned. Did you ever get
a letler from a friend that said
he had not had time for a week
to write. You know what that
means just as I do when I hear
a man say he has not had time

|'To be continued. |




