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AN ADDRESS.

“BY J. E. WEST;

_As we meet again in the ap-
nual sessiou of the Eastern Vir-
ginia Christian Sunday School
Convention, the question arises,
Whatis't hejobject of this convén-
tion, jand whatare its benefits?
I have no doubt “that all ot the
schools represented have active
members who have never attend-
ed a Sunday school convention,
and pever will. These people
never figure on indirect bless-
ings and benefits, but only on di-
rect ones. Not only is this con-
vention beneficial for the ex-
change ot ideas as to Sunday
school work and the general pro-
motion of the Sunday school
cause, the interest it takes in and
support it gives the Christian Mis-
sionary-Association, but its social
advantages are many and help-
tul, It brings about a more fra-
ternal spirit among the churches
and members, and we gather in-
spiration fsom the speeches, ad-
dresses, sermons, and songs of
praise. As a rule, the members
of our churches who attend most
regularly our conterences and
conventions, are the most inter-
ested in the various enterprises
of the Christian church.

When first conside.ing a sub-
ject for the annual address I was
inclined to discuss “The relation-
ship of the Sunday school to the
church’, but as Rev. W. C.
Wicker, chairman ot the commit-
‘tee on the Twentieth Century
Fund desired me to speak on the
“Twentieth Century = Fund”
during the session of this body,
I have chosen that as my subject
on this oecasion,” As the Twen-
tieth Century Fund of the Chris-
tian Church South has been agi-
tated but little as yet, I wil first
go into an. explanation of same.
At the last session of the South-
ern Christian Convention held
at Franklin Va., it -was decided
to issue a call for a $20,000. trae
will, thaonk-offering for Christian
edueation, and to be known as the
“Twentieth Century Fund of the
Christian Church South.” The
offering can be in cash or sub-
scriptions, and is to be taken by
November 1 1900, one-half of
the subscription to be payable by
Januuary, 1gor, and the other
half by May 1, 1gor. It was
provided by the conventon that
the funds raised under this call
must be used to pay off the debt
of Elon College. No assessment
was made on the conferences or
churches but simply an appor-
tionment. Each churchis ex-
pected to give at least twelve
and ome-half times its annual
assessment for the support of Elon
College or what is known as the
“Elon College Fuud.” If your
church is now assessed $12.00

{ for the Elon College Fund, it is

expected to raise $150.00 for the
Twentieth Century Fund,

At ihe Franklin convention
everybody was in favor of a
Twentiet Century Fund call, and
we only differed as to the purpose
and the method ot making the
call.Since the Franklin conven-
tion adopted the present plan, let
all loyal members of the church,
ministers and laymen, rally to
the call. But some may say
“What has the Sunday school to
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to see beople give money lreely!as to the local charch, but as to

and willingly. “God loveth a
cheerful giver.” It shows you
what people will do when they
consecrate their money as well

as themselves to God.
you what a help the Sunday
school can be in this matter if

ou will only enlist its interest
in this work.

A committee of three consist-
ing of Rev. W. C. Wicker, Prof.
E. L. Moffitt, and myself, have
charge of this work. We are
not in this positon by our own
choice, but by the choice of the
highest official body of the Chris-
tian Church. We want to say to
you that the committee expects
each of you to do his duty.
Within the short time wehave,
and the funds and speakers at
our command, it is impossible
for the committee to make a can-
vass of the Southern «Christian
Convention. We must rely on
the ministers and a few laymen
in each church, and this is my
method. I would ask the breth-
ren of the ministry to lead off at
once in this work. Time israp-
id ly passing away and Novem-
ber 1st will be here. Most all
people will do their duty as they
see it. Giving is a matter of ed-
ucation, and it therefore devol-
ves upon the ministry toeducate
the laity asto their duty in
giving. Don’t be afrard to .talk
money: Don’t be afraid that the
raising of outside funds will crip-
ple the paymeat of your salary.
Show me a church that raises all
conference assessments and re-
sponds liberally to all convention
and conference calls, and I will
show you a church that always
pays its pastor’s salary. You are

regarded as the leaders, as the

generals in the army. Ifthe gen-
ersls does not exhibit courage,
confidence and enthusiasm, the
soldiers will not, and defeat is
sure. So it is with the minister.
If you do uot take hold of the
work and present this matter

‘properly, your members wil lose

confidence in your leadership
and respect tor your loyalty to
church institutions and denomi-
national causes. Since the high-
est body of the church has made
this call, if you fail to respond
liberally, your influence in the
councils of the church will be
impaired, your advocacy of new
enterprises will fall flat, and your
loyalty to the church will be
questioned by the ministers and
laity generally. If you will talk
the Twentieth Century Fund, ed-
ucate your people to see the need
of it and the object of same, un-
der the guidance of our Heavenly
Father you will raise your money.

If the $20,000.00, is given, our
laity must give the most of it
To those laymen who are here,
we want to remind you that this
is a free-will thank-offering. We
are living in the grandest centu-
ry of all centuries. The blessings
of mankind have never been so
great as now. I appeal to you
bretren of the laity—to uphold
the hands of your ministsr in
this work. Give liberally of your
means to this cause. I do not
specify the amount you should
give, all I ask is that you give
as the Lord has prospered you.
If you have anything to be
thankful for, express it to God by

this

the denomination of which

lisa part. Elon College is the

property of the Christian €

| South. It is your college, and

is my college. We must su

It shows it ; we must get it out of

The Franklin convention has de
cided that this is the best plan'to
get the college out of debt. Es-
tablished ten years ago, Elon
College has already taken a
high stand for the character of its
pupils and for the thorough-
ness of its work I‘O?'ev
great body of the Church wi
never know thé trials and troub-
les of those at the helm, who
have financiered this institution
for the first decade of its exist-
ence. Many of you will never
know the sacrifiices of its profes-
sors, in standing by the institu-
tion when they could command
better salaries elsewhere. Many
of you do not know that several
members and ministers of the
Christian Church, in years al-
ready past, have given over one
thousand dollars to this institu-
tion, and others have given
smaller amounts according to
their means.

Place the College out of debt,
and it will mark a new era in
the history of our churcn. With °
an educateé® ministry, a better
educated laity, with a foreign
missionary from the South, and
home missionaries in two of our
progressive southern cities, we
will enter the new century with
brighter prospects than ever be-
fore. Ifwe continue to be a mis- -
sionary people, if we continue to
enter the cities, and if we contin-
ue to support our educational in-
stitutions and to educate our
ministers and let them live by
the preaching ot the word, we
will make more progress in the
next twenty-five years than we
have made in the last hundred
years. Don't stop the wheels of
progress by saying “We can’t,”
“We are not able,” and so forth.
If you can't help us, don’t be a,
hindrance, get out of the way
and give us a clear track, or the
“The Twentieth-century Eund”
car may run over you.

I bescech you my Sunday
school -triends, when you go
back home, to agitate this ques-
tion. Let each pastor call togeth-
er a few trusty laymen to decide
the method to adopt in each
church. Sound your leadin
members as to what they wi
give; ‘get your Sunday school
interested ; pray God to direct
you, and when you have your
Twentieth-century Fund Rally-
day, I believe you will have neo
trouble in raising the amount
your church is expected to give.
Impress upon your members the
sentiment of the words “All to
Him we owe,” and catching the
inspiration of that song, the
offering will probably be larger
than the amount asked for.
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Empty beer-kegs were donat-
ed by a kind-hearted saldon
keeper to serve as pulpit and
supports for the plank seats.
That was more encouragement
than there' might have been, and

means of a free-will thank-offer-|the missionary accepted it thank-
ing. Other denominations have|fully. It was his mission, just
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do with this call?” 1 reply that
the Sunday school is a part ot
the church. We want to interest
the Sunday school superintend-
ents, officers, teachers, and pu-
pils in this work. 1 will give
you a practical illustraiion -of
how the Suaday school can help
a church when it tries to do so.
The second Sunday 1n June was
missionary rally day with the
Christtan” Memorial Temple at
Norfolk Va. They decibed to
put a foreign missionary in Ar-
menia. and set apart the second
Sunday in Juune, to raise. by
means of a free will offering,
$600. 0o to support this mission-
ary. While they asked for a
specific amount it was not an as-
sessment. They not only got
1| $600 00, but the total offerings
nes|amounted to $1,000. - For four
Sundays each class in the Suvu-

'] day .s.c{_ool took a special cellec-|takes u _

| tion for this purpose, and in t_hiai sponsibilities which he has never
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