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the very best manner that it was possible

- harmoniously for awhile; but only for a while;|

~gloriously for man’s hand and God’s glory,|
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THE CHRISTIAN’S WORK AND HIS
ASSOCIATES.
By Rev. O. C. Peel.

(The annual sermon before the N. C. and
Va. Conference. Published by vote of that
body)

Text.—St. John 5:17, My Father work-
eth hitherto and I work.. And 1 Cor 3:9
For we are laborers together with God.
We delight to think of the ereation as God’s
best plan taking shape, and wisely arranged
so that every thing created takes its pro-
per place, prepared to serve the ends for
whieh it has been brought into existence.
If we ecarefully follow this arrangement as
briefly detailed in Genesis,we shall see that
stept by stept this plan rises every thing
so arranged as to display the highest wisdom
and the most perfect harmony. Could
we but ecomprehend what to wus is
inecomprehensible, and behold this divinely
conceived and constructed plan. in all
of its details, we would behold such beauty
and harmony as mortal eyes and mortal minds
have not yet fasted upon.

As far as we are enabled to follow, we
see that man is the crowning work of erea-
tion—created in the image and for the glory
of the Creator while all beneath is created
for man—for his advancement and to assist
him in aceomplishing his assigned duties.
Then we see the world ereated for man, and
man created for God. As we learn that God
is unchangeable, we see that the purpose of
man’s creation must be the Creator’s pur-
pose still, what God arranged for in the
ereation of man, He is endeavoring to ac-
complish in all the pla.ns and arrangements
for man since.

Not only do we eatch this glimpse of
man, but we also catch a glimpse of man is
his surroundings and behold them to be the
very best, and the best- arranged to enable
him to fill the mission for which he has been
brought into existence. The body given him,
for he was created in the image of God, was
the very best that God could give him; so
we see that God made man the best man
that He eould make, and equipped him in

to enable him to fill the highest of all ‘mis-
sions, that of glorifying the Creator. And
then as the world was created for man, we
behold God making the best world that be
could make and the best suited to man’s con-
ditien; -and even in assigning him a home
—the garden of Eden— he selects the besi
place of the best world for man’s abode. It
is. here that God meets with man, eonverses
thhhmsn&aneomgesh;mtogoforth
having dominion over the whole realm in
which he moves, bearing with God’s love,
God’s approval, God’s smiles. Thus we be-
hold the Creator and the created moving on

As we behold this we are eonstrained to ad-
mire and wish that such a condition might
continue while the ages roll by, with no es-
tungement to mar this divinely econceived,
and this divinely arranged deal.

Thls condition, though arranged in heaven
and by divine appointment, though working

does not continue. As we follow the course
thateventltske,weﬁndthatthereum
eatnngnmen&—tbst man is afraid of God,
that God is displeased with man. How has
this eome about? we ask, what has taken
place? The answer is ‘‘an enemy hath done
this.’”’ The enemy of all that is pure, and
good and noble, has entered unto this saered
realm; and in an ungarded moment man,
because he neither recognized his best friend,
nor yet his deadliest enemy, goes beyond his
eppainted bounds, disobeys the divine com-
wand; and as has been the case ever since,
ond ever will be, brings sorrow to himself.
and dishonor to his mission. Now we see him
charged with a mission for which he is no
longer qnalzﬂed v-”“
How dreadful the spectaclel
How awful the situation!

How changvad the condition! -

Man, heretofore honored with a mission
the grnndeetf ‘eoneeivable, is burdened with
a duty Iol: ‘whieh he is now thoroughly: dis-

rm. Gpd behqll ‘him strugeling etaetad
ified ich he can not even begin to
1. God beholds him struggling in his

Thus God is compelled to behold the highest

|of His creatures disgraced—fallen from his

exalted estate. No longer is man worthy
of the favors bestowed upon him and though

| ““it repented God that he made man,’’ never-

theless, beholding him in his sin, shame and
disgrace, He pities him, yea, he loves him
still. The trinitarian council of heaven now
decides that this priceless son, this precious
jewel shall be redeemed—taken from the
dust and disgrace of disobedience released

| from the elutches of Satanand given an

opportunity to come back into his Maker’s
favor, and again to start on his noble Mission.
God goes to worK to place man upon a plane
where though he is sin-searred and sin-eursed,
he ¢an get favor and glorify his Creator.

The situation® is considered, the plan is
arranged, the cost is eounted. It is arrang-
ed that the Son, who has worked with the

| Father hitherto, shall eontinue to work, and

shall now take the lead in this work by
giving himself a sacrifice for man’s ransom.
Further it is arranged that even man, as he
becamegiv " enn oasnvmefdwetaoishrdlemfwy
becomes fitted for the work, shall be used in it.
Through patriareh, priest, and prophet God
works for man’s uplift, He toils, struggles.
Sometimes we see man showing the inelina-
tion to be and do something; at others he
turns his back upon his God, and faces
towdrd hell, absolutely refusing to be or do
any thing worthy of himself as that will
honor his God, seeming rather to delight in
rushing headlong to destruetion. God still
holds on steadfastly to His initial purpsoe,
works on in patienee ,and labors on in love.
As soon as the situation will permit Christ,
the Son, makes His advent into the world
labors, teaches, enduces, suffers, dies; thus
working in harmony and union with the
Father that those gone astray might be
sought out, those lost be found. We are here
permitted to behold the grand truth’ that
our Heavenly Father delights to bring into
service and use all that wilF work with Him
in the accomplishment of this divinely ar-
ranged plan,

All that Christ taught, all that He did, all
that He undertook, was but manifestation of
the work that He and the Father had been
laboring to accomplish from the fall of men
on down through the ages. The sufferings
whieh befell Christ here on earth were but
indieation of what had been borne in heaven
whether by Father or Son, the work was
one, the enduranee one, the end sought one.
‘“My Father worketh hitherto and I work.’’

The purpose in the creation, and Father
and Son labored together then was one; in
the work of redemption, and Father and
Son laber together, the purpose is one, the
end sought to be aceomplished is one. The
Father and the Son are one and inseparable in
their great work and the greatest of their
work is not the guiding of spheres and plan-
ets in their orbits, making the eourse of

| the comets as they sweep around the sun and
dart off into space never to return in the same

path again, count the sounds of the sea-shore
and number the stars of the heavens,
and number the stars of the heavens, reckon
the atoms of the sun or caleulate the effects
of panics, even though these are important
but to redeem man from his fallen estate and
enable him to flll the plaae for which he
‘has been created.

In the work of man’s ransom God employs

angels, because they belong fo that portion
of God’s family that is in heaven;and angels
are ever ready to fly to the remotest parts of
earth at God’s command in behalf of any
oppressed soul striving to favor its Creator.
Thus all the family in heaven with Father,

Son and Holy Ghost in the lead, are working

for the selfsame end. Christ has come into

this world, not only to save us;but, being|

saved, to favor us with the high calling of
laboring with him. We are laborers to-
zether with God. So that not only the
family in heaven, but also in earth is favor-
ed and blessed with the exalted privilege of
laboring with God, but also of being used
of Him in bringing the world back to Christ.

We would get the idea then of the fact that
man is saved not simply for the sake of
saving him alone; but that God may then
use him to help to save the world. We
further more understand that in this great

work of world-redemption are associated

with man all the forces at God’s command
angels and archangels, prineipalities and
powers, things present and things to come,

o ,lgbnrins in his own disgrace out

h,lo own envuonment

to do His will—to earry out the divine plan
of bringing man back to God and associat-
ing him in work with God. The laboring
Christian then is not only associated in this
work with all the pure and the good of earth,
but with all the good of heaven. God leading
all, and direeting all. Thus man redeemed
is of the family of God, and united with the
whole household of faith in this work of
petience and labor of love. Nor is he far sep-
arated from the world wide forees, but rather
in communion and touch witn them—they
laboring on the other side of the sea, and he
on this, but each one filling his place, being
used of God as a factor i the same thing.
In asking man to take part in earrying out
this divinely arranged world wide program,
he is only asked to join hands with God and
unite forces with heaven to save himself and
reseue the world from clutehes of Satan, to
join the ranks of the Lord, and become
identified with the armies of the skies.

Before work can be completed, this world-
wide program earried out, Satan must be
driven from the abodes of men, and cast out
of the hearts of the children of men. His
empire must be overturned, and his authority
banished. Evil-doers and evil doing must
be found no more. The work must go for-
ward until the sinner is saved from his sins,
as elassed’ where he belongs and is sewing
with the devil and his angels. Let none
deceive himself that he may wink at the sins
of others, take part with them, and even plan
the same, in a word serve Satan all he can
propagate the intersts of hell all possible,
and still take work with the chosen forces
of our Gd.

The chureh of the Living God is ecalled
with an high calling to purge herself of the
emissaries of Satan, to arouse herself from
all lethargy, and go forth engaged in the
mighty eonfliet.

Japan became determined that Russian
aggressions in the far-distant East should
cease, so she aroused herself to the greatest
resource of the Sun-rise Kingdom, and went
possible . activity—ecalling into play every
forth in suech strength as to astonish’
the admiring world. How well she succeeded
in the task has passed into history and will
be left as a heritage to other generations.

While Japan has wonderfully inereased
her standing among the nations of earth, she
has brought to light arts that will benefit
the future generations. When the chureh
shall arouse herself to the fullest activity,
and ecall into play her greatest strength when
she shall behold the sons and daugnters of
earth, the fairest, the highest and loveliest,
led astray—with life debauched, with char-
acter blighted and with the purpose of liy-
ing prostituted and shall determine that such

gether as the Lord’s hosts and in eooperation
with the bands of helpers of the other world,
she shall receive her eommand from the

heaven will gladly record how complete the
vietory is. As every Japanese counted it
‘the highest honor to give himself and what-
soever he possessed to the success of the
cause of his country; so the chureh, and
every member thereof should eount it all hon-
or and all joy to give self and all aequire-
ments to the eause of this the greatest of cau-
se. that have ever been planned or espoused
and rejoice that the mighty ‘God conde&omds

ranged program,and use him as a faetor in
this great soul-saving work. .

' Every Japanese accepted the place assign-
ed by his government, and then went forth
to the discharge of duty.

Shall the members of the church ask to be
excused with a smaller amount of serviee?
From the humblest rank to the most ex-
alted position comes the eall to duty.

With the forces of the church in all of

vice in the great army of the Lord, with
angels and archangels serving in the same
cause, and with King Emanuel directing the
onward movement,not many more generations
would pass until this old earth would echo
and reecho with the praises of Him wh leo.ds
the nmted torces to vietory.

The. prmnt call is not mmply to emoll-
ment, 11; is_to duty.

Then b

things in heaven and things in earth all unite

aggressions shall cease; and then banded to-!

‘Royal Master, and march against the enemy| -

to honor him with a place on the heaven ar-|

its branches marshalled together, doing ser-|’

;ej.hmn, go forth to ﬁll tha plm,f
asslgnqd you whether that place be humble erk
or exalted, whether it be high or low. Go in|d

the namotﬂimwhoealhyoumdhun-"f
deemed ygg; Go, romomherns whm m ives be

are and whom you serve. Go, remembering
the joy, the, light, the blessing, and the glory
you shall earry. @o, beholding the souls you
shall save, the misery you shall drive away,
the lives you shall redeem and the good you
shall do. Go, rejoicing that the Lord eonde-
scends to have you in giving you a place in
His vineyard. Go, remembering who are
your fellow-soldiers in this grand struggle
to save every nation, kindred, tongue and
people of éarth, cause heaven to rejoice; and
may the Lord of all peace direet our efforts,
smile upon us and give ps the vietory in His
name. _

Now as God has made us tme best men
He could make, as He has created the best
world for us that He could ereate; as He
has betsowed upon us highest honors that He
could bestow, as He has provided for us the
best heaven that He could provide, and as
He has given us the best Savior that He
could give; let us make for Him the very
best co-laborers that it is pessible for us to
make. -

DURHAM.

Dear Brother Editor:
'thx,letter I intended writing at the close of
my very pleasant year’s work with the breth-
ren and sisters before I went to conference.
But having to make a change in my loeation
for next year have not been able to write un-
til tonight. I have never met with a more
pleasant people in my ministry than those I
served last conference year during my work.
Some sad experiences have come to some of
the homes of the flock, to wit, at Zion Chureh
I was called upon to bury two young men
who were killed lg lightning at Buck Horn
Eleetric Plant; also Brother T.L.Wicker one
of the deacons who died with typhoid fever
leaving a devoted wife, three boys and two
girls.  Damascus has been ealled upon to
mourn the loss of one of her most devoted
brethren in the person of Brother Charlie Me-
Cauley, son of Sister Sallie McCauley. We
Join Sister MeCauley in sorrow and grief. It
was a eross to Jeave so pleasant a field to take
up my work at Durham. But I am meeting
a warm weleome in the city of Durham judg-

ing from outward expressions. Sinee I com-

menced this letter I have received an awful
pounding resulting in our table being loaded
with good things for the body. A company
of brethren and sisters and friends rushed in-
to our home with a great many things that
are necessary for the ecomfort and happiness
of a preacher’s family. Sister Luther Jon.s
was aecused of leading the company to our
house and Bros. Honeyeut, Perry, Okelly, B. C.
Cannada and others were the speakers of the
evening.. The writer tried to make a talk to
those present, but could not find words to
express his love for all on such occasions.
A. P. Barbee.
Durham N. C

Gn;'ton N. C. wxpod out the dupenun
and won prohibition by an unaminous vote
Nov. 26. Next

Out of 23 distilleries running in Ptts-
ylvania Cé., Va., in which Danville is located
19 are under seizure by the Government
accused of blockading. This is the county
which some months ago wanted back saloons

| because under prohx}ntion, them were 80

many blind tigers.

Mrs, Marshall Field, widow of the late mer: -
\chant prince of C‘hlcago, md havmg in her
own name and right the snug sum of $60,000, .
000 has renounced ‘‘Society’’ and obtained
appomtmant as head of thq eivie health com-
mission of the ecity of Chieago with entire
charge of a new bureau of milk mlpectlon
She promises the saving of the lives of hund-
reds of mi’ants who yearly die in Chieago
through the use of impure and ad_ultemted

Miss Gladys Vanderbilt danghter of the
late - Cornelius ~Vanderbilt reached her
marjority and eame into possession of her

twelve millions five hundred thousand dol-

lars last August. Just after that her mar
riage was announced for Novembe
if she wjll pardon us for ha,viﬁgf'
pariw!thenamefoher"" '

I am now writing '




