Wilson, April 16.—Mitchell Paul
Farris, 24-year-old Wilson and Farm-
ville man, was ordered to pay a $500
fine and placed on probation for five
vears by Judge 1. M. Meekins in
U. S. District Court here today after
he pleaded guilty to attempting to-
extort $500 from Nassif Cannon,
Farmville storekeeper, by asking
him for the money in a threatening
letter sent through the mails.

In sentencing Farris, Judge Meek-
ins called the case “one of the most
outrageous things I have ever heard
of” and declared that “the jury
would have - probably found you
guilty.” He said that he was plac-
ing Farris on probation at the recom-
mendation of Assistant District At-
torney Johm Hall Manning of Ra-
leigh.

The guilty plea came at the end
of the evidence after Farris, through
his attormeys, had pled not guilty
at the start of the trial, which took
up most of the day in Federal Court.

Farris was arrested by Federal
agents last October when the Farm-
ville and Wilson man went to a
bridge on - the Farmville-Fountain
road one night to collect the $500
to be done up in a package by Can-
non as ordered by Farris.’

Farris characterized the whole af-
fair as a “joke” when he took the
stand in court today and said he

had -not smeant to keep the money e

if he got it, but had simply meant
to “teage Csnnon for a few days
and then give it back to him.” i

But the stery that was unfolded !
on the stand had all the aspects of a
“G-Man” thriller of movieland.

According to the evidence, Farris
wrote a letter to Cannon and signed
it “A friend in need.” He ordered
Cannon to place the money in a
package st & certain place or “you’ll
be sorry.” - A few days later Can-
non received amother message sim-
ply saying “don’t forget tonight at
7:35.”

Farris then admi.c.d that he had
mispelled the wording in the letters
on purpose “so that Cannon wouldn’t
suspect anything.” He also admitted
ne_ had borzowed the automobile of

iang B ‘Fisher, Farmville store-
$pes; -wo . that “Cannon wouldn’t,
fep the car if he saw it.” He
then, acconding to Farris, borrowed |
a typewriter from a place in Farm-
ville to write the letter on.

Through a letter to his brother,
Robert Farris, in Chapel Hill, was
admitted in evidence and indicated
that he had written to Robert before
the imeident oeccurred and that he
was going to play a trick on Can-
non, the letter did not contain any
detailed information.

The story of his capture was also |
told on the stand and Special Agent |
he and snother agent and Farmville
3. D. Sullivan of the FBI told how
to trap Farris on the

they had
: the rtionist’s
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Know Where We Stand

London, April 17.—Britain’s Minis-
ter of Economic Warfare, Ronald C.
Cross, declared tonight he believed
that Italy wanted to be treated as a
neutral, but warned her that she
must behave as one. -
“We have-no quarrel with Italy,”
he said. “We have every wish to be
friends. But we are plain-dealing
and plain-seeking people, and we
should like to know where we stand
with Italy.”

that Germany might invade Sweden
within a month to get supplies of
iron ore. Britain, he added, is ready
to help Sweden, “but she must be
ready to help herself.”

The 43-year-old minister, taking
cognizance of the st;onsly pro-Ger-
man tone of the Italian press in the
last few days, declared this tone
as “hostile.” '

“That makes us reflect,” he said,
“gpon the attitude of Italy toward

London has cast anxious and hurt
eyes toward Italy for several days,
and the Cross speech may have dip-
lomatic repercussions, at least. But
Britain is anxious to determine
whether the tone of the Italian
press, which is playing up German
olaims of victory in the North and

clearly reflects the viewpoint of
Mussolini, or whether Mussolini has
a more subtle purpose in mind for
which he is using the controlled
papers.

Some informed Britons predicted
that the Italian press reaction to war
developments might improve in a
few days.

The war reviewer, W. N. Ewer,
said in the Daily Herald that thé
Allies “are watching Italy very
closely...Westiﬂcanmtberesl—
ly sure about Il Duce’s intentions.”

The writer said that all necessary
protective naval, military and air
arrangements are being made on the
hypothesis that Mussolini means to
join in; and that if he does, “we
must strike hard and swiftly.”

He added that “all this Ifalian
raging and threatening may be sim-
ply a diplomatic offensive in the aid
of the Fuehrer; an attempt to
frighten the Allies into diverting
ships to the Mediterranean from

noisy than serious.”

Pitt YBG Plans

U. S. Senator Josh Lee
To Speak at Greenville
Monday; Big €rowd
Expected

Club last night made plans and an-
the Fifth Distriet Y. D, C: 7ally to

County, North |

With Italy:” Observers| Nomsos -
Predict Early Italian| stwockholm, April 17. — German
Step - |forees reinforced by troops brought

Cross also expressed the opinion i

minimizing Allied military prowess, ;

{he North Sea. Ifso,itismoref
Buwma Dalluld
For Huge Rally| "

' Greenville, April 16.—Officials of | 7§
the Pitt County Young Democratic|”™

nounced committee assignments for

be held hers next Mondsy and to
be addressed by U. S. Senator Josh
Lee of Oklshoma, a mative of Union {10t

‘Hoover Taft, State Y. D. C. organ-{the !
iner, said the Pitt Young Democrats]®s

of |-

“We Should Like To ForcesiLanded At_'_l.'-

The Germans, according to fron-
i reaching— Stockholm,
were trying to occupy Namsos . be-
fore the British can bring it under
control and set up an air base.
Namsos, lying deep behind a net-
work of islands and fjords, has been
regarded as a likely place for the

was no official confirmation to-

sos earlier.

. While the Norwegians battled the
advancing Germans at Steinkjer, a
small, but desperately- fighting force
of Norwegian soldiers held out in
the surrounding fortress. ‘of Hegre ]
about 30 miles east of Trondheim
toward the Swedish border.

Cut off when the Germans struck
-across to the -Swedish border at the
Storlien Heights with amazing
speed—some went by special train-
—the Norwegian forces at Hegre,

line, continued to resist.
Norwegian reinforcements from
“north and south of the railroad line

and relieve the fortress, but the task
seemed almost impossible.
German planes heavily bombed the

fortress during the day, according
The German 50-mile line from

‘Trondheim to the Swedish border

Minister Cross Dechres ‘Along ?N'@‘!W"B&ﬂi an| NoRM
i y i B III I

landing of Allied troops, but there |}y, .o nations will compelled to

which is slong the main railroad|.

attempted today to break through |,

the surprising in - aggression
was guarded. ' Proclamations were is-
sued by the President eéxtending the

eri to the new
beligerent areas & impounding the
money and assets of:the nationals of
the two countries

into closely orgahized economic
groups. Just what position the Unit-
ed States will oceupy in relation to
the groups ‘depends § of course, upon
how the war X :

If Germany wins, it is a foregone

conelusion that “trade as it was
known twenty-five ago, will be
seriously crippled iff not almost de-
stroyed. If Great and France
win, it is argued, th¢ war effort will
produce such econo strain that

adopt methods heretofore used by
the totalitarian states. ‘

In the light of these facts, there is
some speculation as to the future
effectiveness of the jrade agreement.
act, recently extended by Congress
until June 12, 1943., Unless the na-
tions of the world return to some-
thing like normal fra relations,
there will be many di iculties in the

Hull trade program.; While progress:

'Adjuqhnent

‘Washington,

$55,000,000 the bill carries for water-

As it stands, the appropriation
measure would provide $19,889,950
more than a similar bill approved

.| by the House and $2,069,917 more
|than President Roosevelt’s budget

estimates. -

~ The House worked toward a vote
on ‘the. Logan-Walter bill drafted to
set up a single pattern for issuance
of ‘rules and regulations by ad-
ministrative agencies and to expedite
court reviews of fuch orders,

~ Representative Rogers: (R.Mass.)
broke into the Logan-Walter dis-
cussion with a speech proposing that
Congress direct the State Depart-
ment to establish a protectorate over
Greenland “until such d&ime as
Denmark regains her sovereignty”
from Germany.

Admiral Harold R. Stark told the’
Senate Affairs committee that the
navy. would welcome a genuine at-
tempt at disarmament when the Eu-
ropean war ends. _ G

The chief of naval .operations as-
serted, however, that if a disayma-
ment conference were called, the
United States should insist that
other nations make “a clean breast”
of their naval strength,

Quota Ho%ns :
Upheld By Court

The provisions of the Agricultural
Act which will govern

raay be made in the ‘Western Hemis- | ;o rieetings of the flue-cured and

phere, there is doubt as to what may
be done in the other regions of the
world. »

In the Far East, the Japanese cam-
ign China is designed to

Burley tobacco and cotton in 1940
have been completely upheld in a
criminal case against a group of
Cleveland County  farmers, accord-
ing to E. Y. Floyd, AAA exective
officer of ‘N. C. State College.
In the first criminal prosecution
in the Nation involving cotton under
Farm Act, Federal Judge E.
ates Webb levied a $25 fine on each

3| of the 10 defendants who pleaded

guilty to charges of aiding’ and abet-

trading rights will be dependent upon {ino evasion of penalties incurred on’

:
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cotton marketed in excess of their
marketing quotas. In addition, the
court ordered the defendants to pay

- | approximately $4,600 to the Cleve-

land County Agricultural Conserva-
tion Committe as unpaid penalties.

“This decision is of great signifi-
cance to farmers who have ‘voted for
and will use the National marketing
quotas for 1940,” Floyd commented.
“The way is cleared to enforce the
law against any person who has’
sought or will attempt to evade the
rovisions and penalties of the mar-
keting quotas for cotton and tobacco.
Cooperators in the farm program
can be assured that they will have

| the full protection of the law in their
1 efforts to obtain better net income

and avoid wasteful surpluses.”’

| Senate Approves Appro|
Fund Inserted Inj

n April 17.—The: Senate|
approved today a. $15,000,000 initial | &
appropriation for construction of &

| The action ecame on s committes] -
. | amendment to the $228,362,617 House | &
approved appropriation for non-mili-}
| tary expenditures of the War De-| .

- Economy advocates still clung to & -
hope of preventing, an increase of | g

| predicted  today, an improvement in

of | o statement. which. noted that the
.| The, Federal

| e 7 L getivity rate, of decline had slowed
|"ittle farther decrease” in the first

:'lndustrisl production’ was 108 for
| March,

"SAM B. UNDERWOOD, Jr.
Candidate for Solicitor of the County
- Court of Pitt County.

LUNCH ROOM NOTES

Menu for Week Beginning April 22

Monday—Meat loaf, tomato sauce,
creamed potatoes, slaw and 'biscuits,
10c. ' y
Tuesday—Snapbeans, smoked mieat,
candid yams, corn bread and apple
sauce, -10c. . .
| Wednesday — Salmon croquettes,
pork and beans, fruit salad, biscuits,
10c. . . i |
Thursday — Spaghetti, vegetable
galad, corn bread aid stewed prunes,
10c.

Friday — Scalloped corn, greens,
graham muffins and baked apples,
10c¢. ’

. Served Daily — Vegetable soup,
crackers; be. — Plain and chocolate
‘milk, 5c.—Ice cream, 5e.—sandwiches,
be. . ‘

The school lunch room has been
opened this- week from 9 to 3, for
the people of this community to see
just how it is being operated. Thurs-
day evening following P.-T. A, the
members and guests were invited to
visit the lunch room and were served
punch and wafers. z

Those in charge of the lunch room
appreciate the interest that the citi-

project, which has ‘been made possi-
ble by the W. P. A. and individual
gifts.

The chief aim of the project is to
help our children build healthy bodies
and sound minds by giving them the
food and milk that they need. About
90 free lunches along with 30 to 40
paid ones. are, served daily.

Each one is urged to visit the
lunch room and see the wonderful

The lunch room has four ‘workers
and in addition to these there are two
matrons, who are also rendering - a
needed service on the Matrons 1pmj-
ect, for the children. 3%

Botter Business

. Picture Painted
Federal Bureau Predicts
Improvement in Gen-
eral” Ecenomic ‘Condi-
tions Soon

Washington, April 17.—The Bu-
reau of Agricultural - Economics

general economic conditions by Sum-
mer.
' The bureau’s view was set out in

sharp Winter downswing in indus-
trial production had leveled off.
Reserve Board = con-
curred;in this latter observation with
an announcement that the industrial

The seasonally adjusted index of

with ‘the record high of 128 i De-
‘cetnber, 109 in February and"98 in

| fice; Hull’s Declaration

-|* Secretary Hull issued

zens of the towm have shown-in this} =

5
ﬂﬂﬂl{g‘ 1989, - .
- /THs Economics Bureau. said - that s)

Foreign Of-
“Follows Statement By
J_apaneae Leader
Washington, April 17.—Vigorous-

':_ ly, if indirectly, the United States.
-|called on Japan tonight tc keep her

hands ‘off the Dutch East Indies,

| vital source of rubber, tin and other

raw materials for America and other
nations,

: a formal!
statement, which is to be handed to
the Japanese foreign office by Am-
bassador Joseph C. Grew, asserting
that any intervention there “would
be prejudicial to the cause of
sability, peace and security in the
entire Pacific area.” o

His pronouncement was preflaced
with the remark that he had “noted
with interest” a recent Japanese
statement expressing concern for the
maintenance of the status quo in
the Netherlands Indies. This state-
ment, made by Foreign Minister °
Arita, had raised some speculation
as to whether Japan might move to
“protect” the Indies in case their
mother country, Holland, became
involved in the European war.

While' Hull’s statement was being
issued, news despatches from
Shanghai- stated that authorities. of
the British, French and American
fleets in that area of the world had
said there was a “serious possibil-
ity of a Japanese attempt to seize
the Dutch East Indies in the eveat
of @ German invasion of the Nether-
lands.

* Tonight’s statement by Hull was
in preparatfon during most of the
day, and "although newspapermen
made many inquiries, there had
been no intimation that it would be
forthcoming.
fButformapydathherehadbeen '
much concern, the world over, as
to what fate Japan's expansion in
the Orient might hold for the vastly
riCh Gl is ;

tained her status as a world power.
Before the outbreak of the Eu-
ropean war, the British fleet—Brit-
ain, too, draws heavily upon the is-
Jands for raw materials—had been
counted upon to maintain the status
quo there in the event of any emerg-
ency. But with England preoccupied
with her war with Germany, a dif-
ferent situation was presented. -
American relation with ~Japan

'y -

work that is being done there. * | have been strained since her in A

of China. Widespread demands for
an embargo on shipments, especially
of war supplies, to the island empire
and a boycott upon Her essentidl silk
exports were raised. When it was
found that the Japanese-American
commercial treaty of 1911 would pre-
vént any such action, the ireaty was
abrogated by the United States, after
legal notice. - L e

It expired in January: No embargo
has been imposed, or .other action
taken.  Since then, commercial rela-
tions with Japan have been upon & .
day-to-day basis.

The board basis of Hull’s statement .
of tonight was his confidence that no
matter what might happen to Hol-
land, the East Indies with: their popu-
lation of 60 millions were capable of |
governing themselves. For some
years, the islands have had virtpally .,
‘4 domirion status. _

'WHO KNOWS?

1. What is the official position
of Thomas C. Corcoran? = =

2. When will the Census-Burean
amnounce total’ population figures?

3. What is the birth rate in"the’
United States? i

4, What'is the life expectancy of
& white baby born in 19407 . -

5. How much is the government
spending for relief? " e

6. How old is Mrs. Sara Delano
Roosevelt, the President’s mother?

b 7. 'Doés the HOLC continue to

‘make loans on homes? - - |
" 8 What is the largest chainstire




