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servance, not so miuch for the event
it commemorates as for the conse-
quences of that original impetus and
the extent of its achievement, The
year 1940 will be observed, by com-
mon consent, as the 500th Annivers-
ary of the Invention of Printing
from Movable Type because the
printed word has contributed more
than anything else to the spread of

knowledge and the pmgress of Sivili-

zation.

Two other miletones in typograph-
ical history will also be oommemorat—
ed at the same time. Printing was
introduced into the New World at
Mexico City in 1539, and the first
book produced in what is now the
United States was the “Bay Psalm
Book” from Staephen Daye Press at
Cambridge in 1640.

All these events are rich in me-
chanical, utilitarian, and historical
connotations, but they also represent
the major factor in human progress.
The two American moments were
relatively local and their observance
is influenced, in a sense, by pride and
sentiment; the original emergence of
a new medium of communication was
universal in concept and application.

The invention of printing from
movable type five hundred years ago
was a triumph of mechanical ingenu-
ity but that was the least of its
merits. It is the printed word, in
circulation and use, that has moti-
vated and developed throughout the
past five centuries. No other materi-
al “anction has affected so many ac-

tivities or radiated so widely to in-

fluence humanity. It has replaced
ignorance with knowledge, supersti-
tution with intelligence, mental my-
opia with cosmic vision.

The products of printing have
made history and recorded it, learn-
ing has erected a wall of proven da-
ta fact by cumulative fact, intelli-
gence has woven a pattern of truth
and imagination, emotions have been
stimulated and' brought into poise,
taste cultivated and directed—all by
- the agency of type and press. 'The
word of mankind today, the com-
plex fabric of mental reality and
physical being, exists by virtue of
the printed word.

Therefore the fundamental theme
of this five hundredth anniversary
is “THE RELATION OF PRINT-
ING TO LIFE”.
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was arrested at sight of a blind

gist the supplications of the destitute, jand
he led the lad home with him to give
him food and shelter for the might

"

1927 the Walter. Scott- Compuny =

haa produced - a system~ eombininc
several presses as units of one ma-

chine, and such a press, functioning |-
as two sextuples, one octuple and|
a quadruple, has alréady attained |
the unprecedented speed of '192,000 |
twelve page sheets of 2,304,000, pages |
in one hour.

The earliest -application of chem-
istry to printing seems to have been
made by Tomasco Finiguerra, an ar-

tist of Florence, during the lifetime
of Gutenberg. Finiguerrs, the father
of etching, employed the first chem-
ical process for making engravings.
Etching is still employed by illustra-
tors as an artistic medium, but its

commercial value has long ago been

nullified by the invention of more
rapid processes. :

In 1794, chemistry was again util-
ized by Alois Senefelder in the in-
vention of lithography. Senefelder,
an impoverished playright of Mun-
ich, learned to do his own printing
and one day, while engaged in pol-
ishing a stone slab en which he
ground inks, his mother entered the
shop and desired him to write her h
bill for the laundress. No paper be-
ing at hand, the bill was computed
on the stone. Some time afterward,
when about to wipe the writing from
the stone, the idea occurred to Sene-
felder to try the effect of aqua for-
tis on the ink. The result was that
at the end of five minutes he found
the writing so much elevated that
from it he was able to take a satis-
factory impression. Thus, alchemy
again triumphed, And though, to be
sure, it was not the long sought
philosopher’s stone that Senefelder
had found, he had brought to light
one equally as valuable, for upon his
discovery, he had brought to light
one equally as vsuable, for upon his
discovery has been built the modern
lithographing industry—filling ‘the
world with brightly colored pictures
and giving employment, to many
thousands of workers,

In 1815 F. C. Accum initigted some
experiments in the distillation of
coal tar, then a wasts product of In-
dia rubber manufacture; and these
experiments, tho apparently far
afield from printing, were ngverthe-
less to lay the foundation for the
later invention of color photography
and color printing. Forty one years
afterward Sr. W. H. Perkins disgov-
ered in coal the first of the aniline
dyes . . . Perserving chemists later
succeeded in coaxing trom thl obany
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which photographs or drawing are
being conveyed by radio between
points as far distance as San Fran-
cisco and London. In the very year
of the telegraph’s birth, K. A. Stein-
heil, of Munich, advocated wireless
omr?unlcation; in 1897 Marconi de-
veloped Steinheil’s theories as wire-

less telegraphy—later making pos-’

sible wireless telephony or radio; and
on July 6, 1924 the first photo. radio
picture’ was transmitted acrogs the
Atlantic, being a photograph of Sec-
retary Hughes. °

In 1848 the stereotype proceas.
which had in crude form been used
in Edinburgh as early as 1739, and
which Jedediah Howe had introduced
into the United States in 1817, was
perfected in France. Inconspiecuous
at the time of its origin, the stereo-
type has in the 20th century become

one of the most useful vehcles of |

printing—especially in the ‘tield of
newspaper illustration. . . . From the

original idea has developed the pa-
per. matrix, by which practically all
syndicated features are mow distrib-
uted to newspapers, and which is
nothing more than a piece of card-
board impresed with words or pic-
tures while in a wet state, and af-
terwards drigd.

Marvelous new mventmns are in-

evitgbly lurking just  arpund thg

COTTET, \He:pmsfewof them:
Televigion . .°. the recording tele-
graph...thebqokreadmgmgchine.

‘Books will one day be: published in |y

aydible, as well ‘as in visual, form.
For an evening’s reading, the tired

busifiess man. of the future will have ;

9

simply ‘to turn on his favorite
orummbrwat :
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of miles and use but one dialect; but
when -thought transmitting machiney |
wﬂlalnobestandudﬁedinthnum- ebnteu- Citr

language. -
Trdiythomeehaniesofdnpliuﬂnn
have progressed a long - wgy ' '
| Gutenberg; but it is: not
able to thlnk ﬂnt ‘they
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'Ancl Have a New Home

TOP OUTGO . . . start an INCOME. Don't wait
until "next year” . . . do it TODAY.
Before you know it you will have a sufficient sum of
money to Luy that home you have been wanting.
Keep your money safe in our bank.
START SAVING REGULARLY NOW

We Welcome Your Banking Business

SAFETY of our Deposits Is INSURED

by the Federal Depomt Insurance Corporation up to $5,000

* for Each Depositor.



