Washington, Feb. 11.—To thwart
any Axis grab for the oil wealth of
the Dutch West Imdids, the United
States ammounced tonight that it had
sent troops to: the Dutch islands of
Aruba and Curacso off the coast of
Venezuela. ,

This follows up the government’s
action last Neoxember in sending
troops to Dutch Guiana, on the
north coast of South America, to
guard the mines producing bauxite,
from which aluminum is manufac-
tured.

Tonight’s step was taken at a time
when the Dutch East Indies, on the
other side of the world, are newly
menaced by the imminent fall of
Singapore, and it was apparent that
the United States and the Nether-
lands wanted t be in a position "to
repulse any synchromizing stéb by
Germany at Dutch resources in the
Atlantic. & P

Not Disclosed.

The size. of the forces sent to
Curacae and Aruba was not dis-
cloded. A formal announcement by
the State De~artment said the move
was made -at the request of the
Netherlands government and that
the troops would be withdrawn at
the end of the war.

It was understood, the statement
added, “that the Veneznelan and
Netherlands governments have reach-
ed an agreement wheréby the former
will cooperate in this defense meas-
ure in a mammer similar to that
agreed upon between the govern-
ments of Brazil and the Netherlands
in the case of ' Surinam (Dutch
Guiana).

Curacao proper and Aruba, which
belong to the Curacao group of gix
islands, both are highly important
as oil refining centers. . The Royal
Dutch Shell has large refineries on
Curacao and the Standard Oil Com-
pany, of New Jersey has important
facilities. op Aruba. Thése plants
refine oil from Venezuela.

The area of Curacao is 210 square
miles and that of Aruba 70. square

Curacao  harbor has long
been an important shipping center.
A duty-free ‘port, it was visited in
1939 by 7,000 ships, including cruise

Awaiting & renewed offensive by
the heavily - reinforced ' Japanese,
General Douglas MacArthur today

of St. Maur, accused of '
favoring the enemy :as the
De Gaullist agitation,” and

Durand of LeMans, condemned for| w o o

espionage.

of this situation, which is working a
handicap on the schools by low at-

tendance, the principles are being} ™

requested to make up a list of those
who are violating the law and f

cuse children for temporary nom-at-
tendance by reason of sickness or
other unavoidable causes. Theret

fore,. a complete record of attend-}

ance of the child since school openad
is being requested for the ecurrent
year and for the yeéar .previous.

not news of a cat bites & bird, but it
would be very good mews if ®» bird
bit a cat. What a fine thing it would

‘be if we could train birds—but that is

Allmin

a fantastic hope! — Burges Johnson, | 37,
_j2uthor ‘and professor, in the current gy

Rotarian magazine.
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