Valdosto, Ga., July 28.—Georgia's
bright leaf tobaceo on  the opening
Tuesday brought prices averaging
28 to 33 cents per pound in first sales
at the 15 markets. Some baskets sold
for as high as 41 centa a'pound.

The average price per pound during
the first week’s sales last year was
£20.38 per hundred. :

Nashville and Moultrie markets re-
ported some sales at 41 cents per
pound. The average price for the
first few. rows being fiom 30 to 31
cents per pound, o eight to ten cents
higher than last year’s quotations on
opening day.

Tifton and Baxley markets paid a
top of 40 cents-om the first few rows
with an estimated average of around
30 cents a pound.  Lower gmade leaf
was selling at from six to eight cents.

Georgia tobaceo, used mostly in the
manufacture of cigarettes, brought
growers $111,408,000 last year when
the crop totalled 56,086,028 pounds.
The poundage has varied from twelve
million in 1982 to 108,305,159 pounds.

Farmers harvested 65,000 acres last
yvear and this year's yield was ex-
pected to -be about the same. The
crop was described by Agriculture De-
partment spokesmen as “fair” in some
argas and “better than last year” in
others.

The 16 to .38 cents range held at
Waycross and at Metter the first 91
baskets sold for an average of $32,03
per hundred pounds. ’

First pricégs.at Statesboro ranged
from 18 to 39 cents amd at Hahira
the range was from 18 to 38 eents,
with the bulk of the crop selling
around 30 cents per pound. Hahira
warehouses were well filled with the
leaf which was described as medium
and low grades.

The average for the first row at
Adel was 33 cents per pound. The
range on the first 50 baskets at Adel
was 30 to 35 cents with some baskets
bringing up to 38 cents.

The average at Hazelhurst was 28
cents for the first two rows

Average yield per acre in Georgia
has been estimated by the department
at 962 pounds. This figure is seven
pounds above last year's average and
only. 74 pounds under the all time
high set in 1940. h

Sales at the 15 Georgia markets
will continue 15 or 20 days.

Auction sales did not start last
year until August 5th. Due to the

meeting.
The policy of the Pitt & Greene Elec-

tric Membership Corporation, accord- ||

inStOMr.JoW.hhum é
of thé national  organiza ;“u_
pressed by REA Administrator Har-
ry Slattery when he said'in

ing the opening gession of m -
ing: “Every rod oi the 360,000 miles

of ‘REA line must g g

When you managers and superintend-
ents keep those lines working, you
are on the war front—you are doing
your part.” E

Mr. Slattery pointed out that near<
ly a million farmers, served with
REA power are able to do a better
job supplying much needed food for
ourselves and our allies because they
have electricity. In addition to serv-
ing the farmers themselves, REA
lines are alse serving hundreds of
food processing plants,  military
establishmente, and decentralized war
industries. Rural power lines built
in peacetime were ready when  the
call came, and often advanced the
work of war plants by weeks and
months, ;

“] don’t want you-to forget for
one moment,” said Mr. Slattery, “that
the war is our number one job today
and every day, until the final victory
is won.  If we don't win a complete
victory, we might as well forget
about any post-war building of elee-
tric lines, or building anything elss,
except more weapons for another
war, . ; :

“We've pledged ourselves, and all
pur resources to redeem the enslay-
ed people, and to prove that we re-
member those herces who have- laid
down their lives for justice and. liber-
ty and democracy through the ages.”

There is now less horn blowi Fhy
the streets but a lot more on the
hustings. :

early opening of the markets and the}

lateness of the maturing season this
year, no especially heavy offerings
were. éxpected the first day.
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