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Washingtan, Miy 25—
Japanese position. in C
ley, one of three main @ ‘
. the ememy on Attu 8

.dnnounced today, and were Teported

following up with a driye | '
second maifi position arg .
gof harbor.

Army heavy and medium: bombers
and fighter planes supported the con-
tinuing assaplt, & navy communique
said. The planes bombed andl strifed
enemy positions. in the w
area and started fires, -~

The Chichagof valley secfor was
cleared of énemy” fompés ‘on Monda',

lost heavily and that ;
vived the attack fell

chagof harbor for a final

their comrades in the ridge overiook-
ing the narrow coastal plain.

Since the Attu actiom Gisciosed to-
day -was accomplished ' Monday the
communique left uncertain the mili-
tar situation on the island. at this
time. P

The mevy had reported last Sat-
urday that as the battle for ‘Attu en-
tered its final phase the battered
Japanese defense forces had been
split into three groups.

These groups occupied Chichagof
Harbor, at the northeasterm tip of
the island; Chichagof valley~which
lies southwest of the harbor and
the north side of of Lake Nicholas
which lies still further south and to
the east of the wvalley.

There was né apparent efiect of
the Monday victory direetly on the
Lake Nicholas enemy force except
that the United States troops re-
leased frem fighting in_the valley
might be diverted against the Lake
Nicholas contingent to the extent
that they were not nesded for _the
follow up assault on Chichagof har-
Gy e

Loss of the auxiliary wessel Ni-

one of the last.

e ’

fierce Russian attacks on the sorth
e ok 60 ibe D
around Velikie: Luki.”

lead ap attempt to invade the
States,

STATEMENT -

Washington, May 26. — Pregident
Roosevelt and Prime Minister Wins-
ton Churchill are shaping a brief
joint statement touchcing on the na-
ture of their move than two weeks
of war talks, the White House, dis-
closed today. ’ ;

It was not forecast, however, when
the statement would be released. !

The two leaders already have made
plain that plans for an scceleraied
Pacific offensive have - commanded
much .of  their atterition. . But they
also have left no doubt that stronger
measures dgainst the Japanese 'do
not mean gbaz donment of thé basie
Allied -strategy—liquidation of ‘the
Axis in Eurape first.

In the light of Churchill’s rematks
at a joint press conference with the

President. Tuesday, the most ~inic|
mediate_goal of the Allies seems o
be forcing Italy, the Axis wesk sis-|

ter; out of the war by ineiting revolt,
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bombing the-¢ountry heavily or by in-|..
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