COAPTER XL
THE GREAT AORA TERARURRE

Onr capiive sat in the cabin te
to the lrom box which he had o 80
much sad waited so long to gein. Te
was & mnburaed. reckless-eyed follow,
with s network of llnen snd wrinklea
all over his mahagany features, which
told of
waa &
who was mot to be easily turned frm
his purpose. Fla age may have been
lﬂ{ or thereaboutn, for his black,
curly halr was thickly shot with gray.
His face in reposc was Dot an un-
plensing ove, thongh his heavy browa
and aggresaivo ehin gnve him, os 1 had
lately seen, a terrible expression when
moved to sager. [Te mt now with his
handeaffed hands u his lap and his
head sunk hia breasi, while he
looked with‘ﬂ koen, twinkling eyes
ol the box which had been the caune
of hia (k-dolnge. Tt seemed to me thst
there was more sorrow than anger in
his rigid and tained ]
Unce he looked up at -':l;li:.l'hn-
of something like humor cyea
""Well, Jonnthan Small, " sald I{ohln.
r, “lam sorry that it
has come to thia "

“And 80 am L' he anawered, frankly.
1 doa't bolieve that ] can swing over
the job. 1 give you :Ldm on the

my hand

book that ] mevor
aguimat Mr. Bholto. It was that little
bell-bound Tooga who shot one of his
eurned dartainto him. 1 had wo part
in It, slr. | was as grioved as i (L had
been my blood-relation. ] welted the
little devil with the slsck end of the
rope for it, bat it wos done, and | could
mot undo It agaln. ™

“Have a cigar,” sald Holmes; “and

had best take s pull out of my flask,
are wot. Haw eonld you
clpzl?m u-mnd woalk o man aa this
black fellow to overpower Mr. Sholto
and hold him while you were elimling
the rope?

**You serm to kmow ns much about It
a4 If you wore there, alr. The truth is
thnt | koped 1o find the room clear.
1 knew the habitsa of the house pretty
woll, and It was the thne when Mr.
Bholto asmally went down to hls sup-

. [ sball mako mo msceret of the
The beat defense that I can
make s Just the simple truth. Now, if
it had boen the old mojor | would have
swung for him with a light hesrt. 1
would have thought no more of lnif-
ing him then of amoking this clpgar.
Fut it's cursed hard mtsl‘:mld l:
lagged over thia young to, w
whom ] had po quarrel whatover.*

"“"You are the charge o( Mr.
Athelney J of Bootland Yard. Ilo
ia to bring you wp to ray ronms,

and I aball sale yon for a truo account
of the matter. You must make a cloan
broast of i, for If you dn | hope that 1
may boof uwse to yon. T think T can
prove that the polson acts so quicldy
that the man was dead bwfore cver you

‘““That be was, slr. 1 nover got auch
8 ternin wy life as when I saw him
grinning at me with his hcad on his
shoulder na I olimbed through the win-
. Tt falrly shook we, nir. 14 have
half killed Tonga for it If he had not
scrambled off. Thnt was haw he
eame %o leave his club, and some
of his darts, too., as he tolls me,
1 dare sry helped to put

onr trmek; though how

kept on It Is more thap ¥ ean tell
dom't feel mallce agalnst you for

i

for me when first I alapped 5
—~ morehant Achmet ond had to
do with the Agrs . which nover
brought anything but a curse yot apon
the man who owned It. To him it
bromght murder, to Ma) Aholto it
brought fear and guilt, 1o me It han
meant slavery for life.”

At this mowment Atholoey Jones
thrust his Lroad face and heavy sheml-
ders Into the Uny eabin. '"'Quite s fam-
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ny “ha remarkod 1 think )
.mm. pull at that flaak, Aolmos.
Woell, 1 think we may all congratnlate
each other. Pity we dldn't take the
other alive; bud there was nooholes. |
say, llolmeds, you must eonfess that you
eut it rather fne. L was all that we
aculM do b0 everhanl ber. "

“ARN ls well that ends well " sald
Polmes,  "Bat 1 cerlalaly 4 meot

koot that Lhe Aurore was éich o
clipper.®

“Smith says thet ahe s one of the
fasiest lonnches on the river, and that
if he hod had anothor man to help him
with tho ongines we should uover Lavo
caught her. Ile nwears ho knowas noth.
ing of this Norwood busincsa.”

“Neltber be did.” cried our prisoner
—"not & word, 1 chose his luunch be
cause | hear that ahe was o fiyor. e
told bim rothing, but we pald him
well, and he was to get somet)img
bandsome if we renched cur vesscl, the
Ermorulda, st Gravesend, outward
bound for the Dracils.™

“Well, Hf he has dome no wrong we
ahall tee that no comea to bhm.
J{ wo are preity quick In ontohing our
men, we wluul. 80 quick in mdm::
ing them.” It was to not
how the MunWm was al-
ready beginning to give himsalf alrs on
the sirengid of the capture. From the
alight amile which played over Kher-
lock Holmen' {ace, reou.l:l-u that the
speoch had not bean lost u him.

“Wea will be at Vaux
presently,” mid Jones, “and shall land

Dr. Wataon, with the tressure-
E I pecd hardly tell you that 1 am
taking a Rrave bility upnn
mysolf in this Itis most irreg-
ular; butl of course an agreement s an
agreement. | must, however, s & mat-
ter of duly, send an with
you, nines you have anhl- [
charpe. Yom will drive, no douabt?"

“Yea, Ishall drive.”

“It is & plty therc in no key. that we
may make an inventory irmt. You will
have to break it open. Whore ls the
key. my man?”

“At the bottom of tho river,™ msald
Bmull, ahortly.

“lHom! There waa oo use yon giv-
ingr thix unmz trouble. Wo Lave
had work envagh nlready through you
However. doetar, | need not warn you
to Lo carcfal. MHring the box baek
with you to the llaker street rooma
You will find wn thore om our way ta
tho station.”

Thoy landed me at Vauxhsll with
my heavy iron bax and with a bluf?,
penlol Inspecior as my companion. A
quartor of an hour's drive Lrought us
to Nrs. Ceoil Porrester's  The serveat
soemod surprised st a0 lato a visitor.
Mra Cecil Forrester waa out for tha
evening, khe explalnod, and likely to
bo very Iate. Miss Morstan, huowever,
was in the drawing-roon; s0 1o the
drawing-room 'F weni, Lox fn hand,
.hx!n( the obliging Inspector i the

Bhe was seated by the open window,
in some sort of white disphan-
ous matcrial, with a little touveh of
acarlet ot the neckt and walst. The soft
Light of & shaded lamp fell upon hor ax
ahe leanod back in the basket chair,
playing over her swoet, gruvo face, and
tintlng with & dull metallie kle
the rich ocoila of her luxuriant hair, one
white arm and hand drooped over the
sido of tho chalr, und Lor whols posa
and figure spoke of un abeorbing
melanchnly. At the sound of my foot-
fall abho sprang to her Icct, however.
and » ht Aush of earprize and of
pleasure colored her pale len.

*I beard a cab drive np,"” sho sald. "I
thoughs that Mre. Forrcster hnd come
back very early, but | never dreamed
that it might be you. What news have
you bronght me?"

“I have brought something better
thano news,” soid I, putting down the
box upon the table and speaking jov-
inlly and bolsterooaly, \Lhough my
hoart was heavy within me. *'I have
brought you somotbing which ia worth
all the news io the world 1 have
brooght you a fortane.”

bho glaveedl at the iron box. *'Is
that tho tressare, then? aho naked,
eoolly .

“Yom, this is the great Agra tressure.
[Ialf of it is yours and half is Thaddous
Aholto’s. You will have a cvuple of
bundred thousand ocach. Think of
thatl Am annuity of tea th a

oould be brighter thall Wity I
lcave to bring It with me,

that It would interest youm to be the
first Lo woe It."

“It would be of the greatest intorest
t0 0ic." sho saild.  There was no eager-
nosx in hor voloo, however. It struck
her, doubtless, Ut It might woom ua-
Krugious upou hor purt to be indiffer-
ent to u prize which had eost 80 Lauch

to win. 2!
“What & preity box'" she said, stoop-
Ing ovar It *“Tlls s Indiaa work, I

sup b

“Yes; It s Dopares metal-work. ™

"And wo Loavy!" sho exclaimed, try-
ing to rubo It ""Tho box alone must
bo of some valee. Whuro la the lkoy?™

“Small threw it Into the Thumen,” |
noswersd. ‘'l must borrow Mrs For-
roster’s polker.” Thore was in the front
a thick and Lrowd husp, wrought (o the
lioc.gc of o nitting Unddha, Under this
[ thrust tho cnd of the poker and
twirted (t ontward sas lever. The hawp
sprang opea with s loud soap. With
v s Dagers I Qung Lack the 1Ll
We both ctood ganing in satonishment.
The box wos cmpty!

No wouder that {4 was heavy. The
lron work wos two-thirds of an Inch
thick all round. 1L was mesive, well
mado and sclid, like a ehest vonstruatad
to curry things of great prico, bat not
ooe shred ur orumb of motal or jewelry
lay within it It wos absolutely and
ocounpletely emnty.

*The treascre i3 lost,” said Miss
Morutan, ealoly.

As 1 Estened to the words, and real
lzed what they meant, s great shadow
seemed to pass from my soul I did
oot knewv how this Agrs treusure hod
weighed me down, wmmtil now that it
war finally removed. It was sellsh,
no doabt, disloyal, wrong, bat [ could

nothiog save that the golden
was gone from botwecn us
Uodr” I ejasulated from my
very hoart,

Blie lookod at me with a quick, ques
Uonlog swile. '"Why do you sy that?™
sho asked.

“Ml you mnre within my rcach
agnin,* said, her  hand.
lelnldtd not w!thdn“:":t.‘ ‘"Bocause |
love
lov

Mary, as truly aa ever & man
& woman. Uocause thia treasure,
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these riches, sealod my lips. Now that
they aro gons I can tell you how 1 love
you. That ia why I said: “Thank God.'”

“Then I say “Thanlk God,' too." she
whisporod, 88 I drew ber to my sido.
Whocver had lost a treasure, [ lnow
thet aight that I hod gained one.

CHAPTER XTL
TOR STHANOR STORY OF JOKATIIAN AMA LY.

A very patient man waas the inspector
ln the cab, for it was & woary timo be-
fore I rejoined him. Iis face eloudod
hnom when I showed him the empty

x.
“There the reward,” mald he,
gloomily. “Where there ia no
there is po pay. This nights work
would hare heen worth & tenner each
to Bam Urown aod me Il the Lroasure
bhad been thero.”

“Mr. Thaddens Sholto ian rich man,”
Tsald “Ho will see that you are re-
warded, tressurc or no."

The inspector shook his heal de
spondently, however. “14's & bad job,*
be repealed, ‘‘and so Mr, Atholney
Jones will think."

Hin forecast proved to be oorreot,
for tho dotective looked blank enongh
when 1 got to Daker street and showed
him tho empty box They had only

#t arrived, llolmes, the prisomer and

for they had changod their plans so
far ns Lo report themsolves at a station

upon the way. My mrnion hmlfr'l
in his armehalr with lils usaal lstlens

MMT!-N ﬁ bo few richer
young les In land. Ja it not
glorions?™

I think that I mnat have boon rathor
overncling my delight, and that she
detocted a hollow ring in my congratn-
lations, for | saw her oyebrowarise a
littio, and the glanced at mo surioualy.

“IH T bavo it,” sald she, "I owe it to
you."

“No, no,” I answered, ‘‘not o mo,
but to my friend Bherlock Iloimes.
With all the will in the world, [ comld
oever havo followed wp a clew whish
has taxed oven his mmalytienl genium
As it wvaa, we very nearly loat [t ot the
laxt moment ™

“Pray sit down and tell me all nbount
it, Dv. Watson,” sald she.

I narrated briofly what had oeourred
wines | had seen her lost—Holmes' now
malhod of search, the dlasovery of the
Avrora, the appoursnce of Athelney
Juonea, our oxpedition in the evening,
and the wild c down the Thamon
She listenod with parted lips and ahlno-
in to my reaital of our sdventurea
\Tngpoh‘ of the dart which had a0
marrowly missed ma, she turnod s
white that [ feared sho was abont to
faine

"IV Is mothing,” she wald, ns 1

W pour her wome walor. "l
am all righf agnin. 1t wasna shoek ta
ma to hear that | hal plasod my (rionds
in mieh horrible peril.”

‘“That inall ovor,” [ anwwerod. [t was

nothing. [ will Wil you no more gloomy
detalls. Lot wa turm Lo something
brighter. Thave Iy the treasurs. What

axpresion, whilo Bmall sat stolldly op-
posite to him with his wooden leg
oocleed over his sound one. Axl ox-
hibitod the empty box he leaned bask
In hia chair and langhed alond.

“Thia ls your dolng, Bmall,” said
Atholnoy Jones, ly.

“"Yes, I have put it away where
Mlmrhyﬂnﬂml&'h y
sxultantly. “Itls my trensure; and if
I can't bavo the loot Iil take darned
good caro that o one elss dooa. 1 tell
you that no living man has sny right
%0 It, unloes it Is three men who nre In
the Andaman convlat barraoks and mny-
self. I lknow now that I eannot have
the use of It, and 1 know that §
cmonot. 1 have aetod all through for
them as much as for myself. It's bean
the sign of four with naslways. Wal)
I kmow that thoy would have had me
do Jjust what [ have done, and throw
the treasure Ilnto the Thames rather
than let It go 10 kith or kin of Sholto
or of Morstan. It wan not to make
them rich that we did for Achmed
Youll ind the troawmrs whers the
in, and where little Tungn . When 1
mv that yonr Inaneh most oateh ua, |
pnt the loot In & safe plase. Thare are
DO rupona !rr!m: thin jomrnoy.”

""Vou are decolving va, Amall,” mid
Atheloy Jonos, sternly.
wished %0 throw the tronwwro Into the
Thamea It would have been essler for
yom in have thrown box and all.”

“‘Fmsier for me o throw, and easler
for you 10 resover,” he answared, with
A shrawd, wddelong look. '“The man
that was olever smough to hunt me

from

box from the bottom of a river. Now
Ilalthymh.:.umwhnlh
or wo, i1t may & harder job. It weat
to my heart do 11, though. I waa
came up with na

over t milk.”
**This laa vory sorioua matier, Bmall”

sald the detootive. “If yoa had helped
justise, instcad of thwm’ﬂ it in this
a Detier

way, you wonld hawe h
chanes at your uda)

*Justicol” suarled the ax-eonvict “A

tty Justioe!

t ls not onru?
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sad feel that agother man I8
in & palace with the moaey that should
be mine.” Smoll hod dp his maak
of nud all thiscame oot inn
wild whirl of wards, while his eyea
blazed, and the hand-guffs clanked to-
E::her with impassioned movement of

bandn I oonld yndertand. ns )
saw the fory and the possion of the
m!hatitmmmnﬂ‘ or an-
naturul terror which bad possessed
Maj. Sholto whon he first Jesruod that
the injured comriet was upon Mis track.

“You forgot that we Imow nothlng of
sl) 1bin" suid Holmes, quielly. “\We
h.nmthllﬂl,ﬂruu-,,lﬂﬂow
oot tell bow far jusiice may originally
have boen oa your side. "

“Well, sir, you have besn very
spokesn t0 me, though | can
hamq to thanlk thet I
braeclets upon my wrists.
no gradge for that, [y wall
aboro-board.
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my lips o it ¥ 1 am .

“lamn “'mkr::{"m
born noar Pershore,
would find o
there now If yon were
nfton lhnughtu‘(ln&h‘ °
there, but the truth i thal | waa nover
much of a credit to the family, snd
doubt if they would be s vory glad
see me. Thoy were all steady, chapel-
Roing falk, small farmors, well known
and respocted over thu country-side.
whils T was alweys 8 bit of o rover.
At last, however, when [ was abnul
clghteen, I gave them Do more trouble.
for I got Into a mems Over a girl, and
could only get out of it again by tak-
ing the queco nnd
the Third Duffs which Was just starting
for India.

“I wasn't destined 10 do much mol-
diering, hiwever. 1 bad just got past
the goose-sicp nod loarned to handle
my mnsltet, when I wea fool
g0 swimming in the (Gnages. Lueldly
for ine, my compady sergeant, Jahm
Loller, was in the vuter at tho mams
time, and he was 000 of the f
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swimmers in the serviee. A crosodile
took me, just as [ wan balf way across,
and pipped off my right log

clean an & murgeon could have
jost mbove the knee. What wi
rhock and the loss of blood |

Inot [ waa nble to limp out of jt with
this Umber toe strapped to my stump
[ found mysalf nvallded out of the
army snd unfitted for 80y notive cocn-
pation,
“I was, as can Imagige,

down on my luck At this time, for
wus & uscloss crippls, thongh wot yet

lo
look after his eocties and keep them up
to thelr work. fle bappencd to be a
Iriend of our colonel's, who had taken
an Ibtereat in me sinoe the nocidemt.

nOW RE LAY VIS LBg,

To maice & long story shord, the solonel
recommendad mo wrongly for the post
ond, as the work wun montly to be
domn om horsaback, MY leg wna no
reat ohatacle, for | bod encomzh knce
fmmh a good ATiP M the saidie
What | had todo wes 40 ride vver the
plsntation, to lkeop AN 0¥0 e the men
8s thoy warkod, and 0 repart the
lers. Thopay was @ir, I had som-
fortable quarters, and Allogether | was
sontent to \::.“"'i‘l"l-r of my
11fe tn ind - Alr. Alwlwhite
whs A Hrﬁ sad he wonld ofien
drop Into my Nitle shanty and smoke &
with me, for whils folk out thers
sol thelr hearta warni 10 engh other as
they never do here At bome,

“Woll, | was 0a™F In Juek's way
loog. M¥uddealy, S noln of
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y found
it was Dawsons wile, sll eut
into ribbons, and Lalfeaton by jeckals
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of it wos that theoe wmen that we
bt sguinet. foot, horse and
ners, werc omr own ploked
whom wo hod tauzhit asd trained,
hn oar uwn weapons, snd blow-

inyg our own buzle calls. At Agrs there
wore the Third Dengal

A wolunteer
cleris and merchants had boen formed,
und this I jolved, wooden log and oll
Wo went out to moet the rebels nt
carly in July, snd we
beat them back for m titme, but our
powder gave ont and we bad tofall
back upon the ofity. KNothiag but the
Mnmtu-huﬁv-m
=vhich is not to be wondered at, for If
you look at the map will see that

y-
thing of that old It ia & very
queer placo~the gueercst thatuver 1
was in, and [ bave beon in some rum
corners, too. Firms of all, it ls vnormons
inalse. I should think that the lnclos
ure must be acren and acroa. Thore |
» modern part, whicls took all ovr gar-
wm&e:iﬂ&hmu. sfores and
sverything o plenty of room
over. liot the modern part Is nothing
liico 1he size of th-hcl:'l: -:irum
nobody gosa, and w) von over to
the seorplons and the centipadon. Tt ls
of great dosortod halls, and
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tics and shut ont of salvaticn. Yet
very few members of 1hat ehureh Le-
lieve that way; '11.&' priests,
wDy, teach It ko

Iimeell would declure that all who are
not members of the ¢liureh of which
e 18 the bond ure jnevitably doomed to
| dnmnation, The
lieve Liat the only trus buptimn is by

1mmersion. We s the lugical re-
sult of that, l‘oll.otm:'h- direct gon-
cluslan

Greonville Newn.

It is plessont to sce the broad
ga:cmuth'l o in

m n &mm
couvention dnring the discussion
the relations of the Protestaut churches
to the Roman Catbolics.

motoal relatinas atlend
urenking down Lbe berrlers which &)
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Micror, at Brockton, N. V., sy
"Nnmmmmh Micror s
heen pa I“
- m-ﬂ:::m -4 n
a

— trouble-and reseried to mn old
resedy whish did pot eBhonchouy
fioslly be tried Clam s Ubolle,
Onolers snd _ Distrhoes and
Lwo doses dM Liw "

completely.
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