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i_"ol. XVl_fl.
ARP ON HIS MAIL.

HE TELLS OF WHEN POSTAGE WAB
TWO BIT8 ON A LETTER.

o Iv Asked Mnny Quesfions—Nariow
Mum Nhows the Ploasure Thero Iv in
n Cerreapendemce With 0l Fricads.

DLl Asp in AUania Uoostitulbun,

There is porbaps no inventioa or
contrivance that has bruught wmorw
comfurt to mankind thau thst of let-
tera nod thelr casy trwuswmissiva by
wodero postal service. How wonder-
fully cheay Lhiey nre, nad bhow swiltly
they come and I Only two ceuts
to the ulmost limit of the Tulted
Stutes, say 4,000 miles, aond ooly Ove
cents to bo carricd across the oceau.
Lt tukes only Lwo cents Lo ourry » let-
ter to the Oty of Mexico,-but 1t takes
five osols Lo Liring one back,

My wife that It ls burd on Carl,
for besides his weekly letter to us, he
bas rasny friends, aud the girl he left
bahind him, and bis postage 1s quito a
tax, She thinks I ought to write to
I'resident Liusz and Mr. McKinley and
demand reciproaity, jast for Qarl's
sake, bat [ oomromiw{l with her by

romising to inclose o dime lu every
r-u..r I wrote to the boy, lo almost
overy mall thut cowes she (s onthe
lookont for m letter (rym some of the
absent ones, and when she gets one
she reads it two or three times and
fles 18 nway oo her side of Lhe room,
The moroing and the eveving muil bas
become us imporiaut au eveot in the
routlne of our daily lives ms our dally
meals. It is ap event ilwt has grown
on us and beoomo ludispensable. Tiwo
was when velther she nor 1 received a
letter & wonth, for she had no lover
but we, aod [ bad none but her, and
our postal system was n durky boy. It
was like that of Zeb Vauce, who re-
celved a note from some fashiomrble
womau in Washlogton with the mye-
terious letters “R.B. V. P.” endorsed
on Ik, uod when be answered it ho put
on one corner 8. B. A. N.' just to
keep np with socisty, he smaid. Whea
s afterwards asked for an explaan-
tion, he smiled and said: *“On, they
stood for: ‘Seul by u nigger,

1 remember whea the bad to
be paid at the Jast ¢cnd of the line by
e person who received it, and it was
25 cents if it came 500 miles, If leas
than that, but from out of Lbe state,
iL was 18] ceots, and if withio the
state it was 12] cents. We had no
decimal curreney then, but we had the
seven penco (12) oents) aud the thrip
(04 conls) and they were woru Lo the
quick from coostaut use. Nothing
tuld thelr value except their size. We
recglved the great United States roail
twico o week and the tootlag of the
stage driver's boro us be rose Lo the
brow of Lhe distant biil nronsed all the
pooplo of Lhe little village, and most of
them gathered st the post offios Lo
bear the news, DPerhaps tusre were as
many us 20 weckly papers takoo in the
fown, but none of Lhem made meotion
of murders or snicides, or lynchings or
elopements, or baseball or foulball, ur
bleycle races or the fashions or re-
wards for guesslug or ndvertireinents
of celery compound, or photographs of
men or women or bables, or the nrrival
of avybody less than a presideat or &
governor. But jo our slale papers
there were some little pietures or cuts
of hadty departures -ruusways—und
nll wern uniform!y adyertised: *‘IRan
away [tom LLe subscriber, wy boy
Dick, ef®d., nod [ will give ten dollars
reward for bis apprehension.”

But now Lbe letlers—aly, the letlers
that come every day! Bestdes the
family lotters from kith snd kin, there
ure scores from good people who ara
working for church or obarity, or
waut informution wbout Florida or
Mexico. Vaery oftan am I eumforted
with compliments which I love to re-
celve, and very often [ get a good,
long Jetier from sowe old-time Geurgl-
ano who fur bull a4 century bus Leen
living iu Texss or Arkansas, or some-
where In tho great west. 1L phases
me Lo reply to wll uod make the best
apswer thu [ can. But perhaps [ had
Letter say just here that [ have long
slnee ceussd Lo write compositions far
the schoolgirh or to asmist thw Luys In
their debating societies. I wish sin-
oerely that L had tlwoe to help thed,
but | have not. [ knvw bow {t is, for
I used to got help myself.

Nut some of Lheses lettera are amus-
ing. Unmereecived afow days ago is
yery argent to have my opinion upon
the propriety or Improprioty of w
Christinn man digging a storm pit aud
‘wotting in It when the oyclone gives its
warning. 1s It sluful or pot to show
sach lack of falth In God? |lle says
they nre making & chureh question of
tin bis community, 1 have had sev-
erul letlers askicg for asslstance in
E,unninn the missl word that the

onstitutisn offers nrl.DUD for. Thesan
letiera, of course, aro g rufideatial, aml
some beg mea not to mentlon It aven
Mrs. A1p. Dut the deliclous hamor
In one of them isthe offer 1o give
wme ball the rewnrd If T will discloso
to her Lhe word, Thas !s very like the
generous fellow who told the boy that
Ir ho would furnish his own hooks und
Ines ard puis ha wounld give him half
the fish be cauglt,

Bince my last letter wbout bow to
raisa ohlldren was pablished I have
had several vorj vomforting eplstive
from friends and soms frowm sirangers.
Rev. Willlam H. Btriokland makes
mentivn of severnl families from old
Gwinnett whose ahildren ure all grown
and aro esteemed all who know
them an good people—boncet, law-
abldlug sod temperate, e pames
Lhe three sonas aud Ave dnughters of
wy old friend Jim Danlap. Also the
sight clilldreu of Rav, D. H. Monerlef
ons of whorm now lives in Atlauta snd
has Ove sons und five daughters, wil
grown up nud All good men and wom-
on. Johu und Mary B. Sammons, his
wile, bind 13 to grow to maturity, and
Lthey were all good Ilow rich Lhose

rents wern [—riober thun Vander-

or Astor. And s were Lhe child-

ten of . W, Mpanoe nod Wash Allen.
One had aight and the other ten.

Well, now, one af the reasins is that

all of thesn fwnilies came from oM |

(ol SRS, )

Gwinnett, and most of the chlldren
were from that old Bammons stook
that lived on Aleovy oreek when [ was
w boy, Tho first coaple I ever saw
warried cutslde of my father’s houss
was Jim Dunlep an -
mons, Asd Jim octmarried himsolf
when he got her, Thal was anold-
fashioved, count wedding, apd it
was o Uig one. Thoy bad turkeys nud
roast Elgn and pouud cake amarlog,
swnd L bhad thousand dollar cand
sticks all about, for every likely ro
boy bad a toreh, Dut my wileand |
left there 40 years ago, and did not
know that tbese good pecple had had
30 wauy children. May all soch be
tusted. And I have a good letler
rom Buena Vista, telling of old Dr.
Neese, who Las ralsed sevon boye and
two girle, and they aro all good, suber,
Indusirious, Obristian childrea, und
bud u gootle, kind, loving, Cbristinn
mobher, who Is now among the angels,
Tobat s i, after all —the mother—the
mother—ibe geotls, kiod, loving,
Curistian motber.
50 I am encouraged to recall my ap-
Hol.wnlton concerning the black sbeep
Ing in all Iarge Aalds of children.
Y —
Te Care fillloracy.
Wlm! nerton Mossenger,

Our frivnd, Uapt. Samuel A. Ashe
ot Raleigh, published an article we did
Dot see at Lthe time. Bome of our ex-
changes have discussed ihe best way
to oure illiterncy in oar State- -a most
important matter to our people, whites
and blucks. There 1s s much neglcet
umoug the whites us to educating Lieir
ohildren as among the blacks we
hesd. Capt. Asha thinks Lhe
of fuull Is at home. He says:
“The children remain [lliterate be-
canss there lsno iniluence In their
bomos to make Lhem atlend school
aud learn. It is becuuse there s no
ambitlou st home fur the future of Lhe
oblldren; no hope of Improving their
condition in life; no lnceulive Lo equip
them for rising to a higher level.”
‘I'hin sort of pegleot and Indifference
Is not peculiar to North Curvlina or
thosouth. The statistics of New York
statle sbow a very large non-sttendance
wud, of course, s consequent illiterecy
oa the part of Ltbhose who aro not ’
it 1s an error, an 88, & wroog that
needs Lo be corrected. IMliterate par-
cols canuot well appreciate the advag-
tage of cdncation, and Leoce they wre
renderod jodifferent and wounld rather
work their children than bave them at
school. Wa favor education, low and
high, primurs uond the bLest, but we
have nol been uble to diyest ourselves
of the old demooratic opposition Lo
patecual govarument. We can not say
that we thiok *‘compulsory’’ schooling
either wise or desirable.” Il bas oo
auch of the Blue Laws flavor, wod is
too much of home invasion by aato-
cratic power or goveroment, ‘The peo-
ple are surrendiog oo much’of primal
right to arbitrury power. The ten-
deacy is far too wuch to centralization
to a peravnul gorernment, to paterusl
¢isciplive. 1t will grow until a revolu-
tion comes as s whirlwind. We woald
nol support & mao for ofea who
favored compulsory oducation. We
wtz‘u.ld be zhaid of him,
Apt. sLe’s plan, good or bad
effoctive or othiorwise, is thls: '

4

“Bup| there should be a consti-
tational amendment that no n
coming of uge after January 1, 1901,

shall be allowed Lo vote unises he eun
read and write; wonld not that supply
the juceotive ¥ Would any boy be-
cowe of age after thaut date without
knowing bow to resd and write? 1|
think not, Thero would b= an end of
illiterncy wmong the new growlb; for
if tho boys went to school, the girls
wounld, too.”

A man to vots Inu free republic
ought to know what he is doing. Wil
be be well laformed if he can uot read
and does cotread ? He will ba a
vietim of do ues who will hood-
wiok and deceivo him,
—_——

Ansther Rlander.
Bratzaville landmari,

Another evidenco of Lhe in ity
of the lust Legislature is found tn tie
fact that the Supreme Court has de-
clared upconstitutionul and vold sec-
tions 2 and 8 of the revenoo act, upon
the ground that they o not preserve
the proper cquation between Lhe poll
and property taxes, Tha facta as
flaled are that “the act of 1807 Oxed
the proporty lax at 45 cunls on the
hundred dollurs valuation snd 81,29 oo
Lhe poll, while that of 1805 {s 43 couts
on property and $1.29% on tha poil.” To
@Aintaln the urmony provided fur by
the constitution, the poll tux of the
not of 1807 shiou’d haye been LS. In
consequence of this decislon tbe aet of
1035 us 1o poll and property taxes will
bo in sflect. This will wean a loas to
Lhe Btats of $30,000 to 75,000, and
this, too, In the face of the faot Lhut
the Treanurer’s estimate that oten the
lncreased tax rate—43 to 40 oents—
would not yield rovenues sofMicient to
mest the uppropriations mads by the
Leglatatnre.

l{mordn of the two Legulstures
pust A successlon uf blunders and
crimes. This is avather blander added
Lo the list, The leason Ls that when
Lhe propls eome to elect another Tagin
Intore Lhey shonld chooss for it men
who ure enpable of transsotlog Intelil-
aently Lhe public business.

Homothing to HKmow,

It muy be worth something o know
that Lhe VHT hest medicine for re-
storing the tired out nervons syalom
10 a healthy vigor Ia Flectris Bitters
Thie madicine ts purely vegetuble, nols
by giving twne to nurve odntres Iy Lie
stommeh, geotly stimulates Uwm Liver
s Kidneys, nud nide these organs in
throwiog ot lmpurities In the blgod.
Electric Bivters [mproyns the appetite,
uwids digestion, and ia Tmnonneul by
those whe havo tricd it as the very
best blood purifler wod nerve Llonie.
Try It. Hold (or 60c or $1.00 per hottle
at J. E, Carry & Co's Drag Mtoee,

TR —

Dun't fail to G;Bioa‘n Goose Oheane.
Iteurrs. Wou sell and guarantes b
J. K. Cnrry & (0,

— e

Gastonia, N. C., May 6, 1897.

“It Pays to Trade .

For the last year or so it has been the sentiment expressed
by hundreds upon hundreds of people in Gaston county.

Among the Crystalized Chunks

of common sense handed out to the people of the surrounding

is the oft-repeated truth, *It Pays to Trade with Gray and
Fact Known Far and Wide.
The statement grows in force every da
each day brings new evidences that it Pays
. Love,” and new people to be convinced of it.
Our Last Full-page Ad,
so tastefully displayed by
buyers to our store, wh

Replenished Fourfold.

But alas ! Too true, we have replenished our stock fourfold, and here
we come again:—

county
_ Love.”

'Tis a
of our business life, because
to Trade with Gray and

THE GAZETTE, brought throngs of anxious
0 soon swooped up the many bargains offered.

28 Dozen Ladics' Laundried Shirt Waists,

500 Yards Lawus, Dimities, and Satteens,
beautiful styles and patterns, sofily pass

worth 10¢ to 12X4c Oomelndget'gl

AWRY fOf caencann ...l aSC, g et R ST ewczesva sene 0
100 Pairs Ladies' Slippers, oll toes in tans
50 Dozen Ladies’ Hose, in colors only,....  ge. and blacks, good goers at $1.25, $1.35.
50 Dozen Good Spool Cotton, only. ... - 2C, Soon they’ll leave us at the w?ce...... 8gc.

Come in and watch us. No trouble to show goods.
Yours, etc.,

~a»—GRAY AND LOVE. =

HE SURPRIMED TIIE SITARM.

- o e — " — L — e e - O ——

seo that the fish llnpl{ wasa't In 1t, TME ORIGIN OF A NYNN,
The man was beating him at bis own
The Monster of e Beep Veniured Toe m gr“mmu ?uld “"iln “Hiest bo the Tie That Biade™ Velosd o
i B Neoar Sherve. lﬂm'—whlh—‘m"“ll: IMM o Clergyman's Peolinms.
i doubled like s fox. Ohasiotie Olwerver.

»'Talk aboul your shark hunters in
the South Pacifio [slunds,” remarked
tha old traveler, “*‘but I remember
seelug an encounter with one of those
loug-toothed geotry that for cool nerve
beat anything T ever read about.

**I was loallog arouod Caloutla one
day. late lo the autumao, waiting for
the eveulong CUralu wp tu the City of
Hugli, when [ heard a tremeadous
shouting coming from the direction of
the River lluogli, which is practically
one of the mouths of the Geoges.
Trotting over to the shore as fast as a
white man ever travels io Indla, [ saw
a huge commotion. Natives were hur-
rying away from the bank as if In ter-
ror and then running back us If thelp
curfosity bad overvoms their grestest
fears, The river was full of btoata.
The veoupaots ol the Jarger ones were
sgreaming wilh excitement, while
those in Lhe smull ones were shriekiag
uud jabberiug with a coosiderable
awount of fear,

I soon discovered Lhat the fass had
been created by u large shark which
had come up with the tide wund had
ventured a little further than It was
castomary for sharks todo. Hisdor-
sal fiu was euttiog the water hore and
there, wad when ocoasionully he turned
on his back aad sent his nose and grin-
ning teeth above the water groans sad
screams of horror want ap ln all di-
rections, His sharkship was evideotly
out for sapper, and was castiog long-
‘Ing glancea ak the nucoulent Hindoo
bables, of whioh a considerable num-
ber were la right.

“[n the midst of all thsa hubbab «
tall, lank Hindon stepped out upon tie
roof of a kind of houseboat, and fu a

"“Well, by and bye the exertion and
excllement told on the monster. Has
Rob ratiled, ehumned the water into
foam and then beasme quict agnin. [t | It
wus the last rouud.

“‘The shark churged languidly. The
man waited, lylog la the water untll
the great moath was opeued Lo selze
bim. Then, with a convulsive back.

London
ward leap, he straigbtened bis body His
aod sank fest

s like & plam- |
L e et T -

*‘Thie shark settled down over bim, |
lashing the water jnlo u lather of foam.
They seemed to be grappling with each
otber. The crowd groaned and
screamed, and then begame silent.
“For the space of whatseemed an
hour the peopls watohad the surface of
Lhe water, until even the bubbles had tmmm leaving, Dr. Faweoett

di aod all was qulet,

" 'm! Lost ! len:u-d s priest.
nod the mob re-echosd the ery nod be-
gen to  boat thelr Lreasts like a Jot of
madmen, Then suddenly, in the mid-
dle of It ull, the Hindoo red, 50
yards up Lhe siream. th hands
were abnve his head and he was scream-
Inz, **Tan, tap, tan I'' Ile undalipped
the moose of his lariat around the
sbark’s tail and drawn it tautli and he
Leld the free end In his hand.

“lo wn _instant it wus ashore und m
score of Hindoos were drawiog ad it
It took them half an bonr to get Mr.
8bark ashore, for he pulled like a loco-
motive, but they Baally managed It.
He proved tobe nioo fest long and
sold for » sum which euabled his cap-
tor Lo live in comfort for nearly half a
year,

-
:

ing cases und gave wus to grief.
*“Oh, .loho.q'.l eaanol bear this; [
know not how to go.”

and then resolutely retarned to his
work on s salary of less than $300 a
year. This hymo was written o com-
memvrate the event.

When Mr, ooffiog, 8 missionary st
Alntab, in Armeuis, set out lo 1800
to explore the Tuurus Mountains, he
was to penelrite an entirely uew and

aa Geld. This tact was fully
rul'nd Ly tha Inbabitants of Mah&

e,

and they gathered to Lbe number
shurt & wovouasad Lhat he would Big Vortanos i Parms. 1,500 at the rosdside and bade farewell
cateh the shark, Oharlotto Obaerver. to the missioaary and bis family in

“Inatantly » dead hosh fell upon the
maltitade. The Ilindoo stood erect,
He was perfeotly naked save for a lit-
tis garment atthe loina, whieh our
Texas cowboys call a ‘ges string.” He
was araed only with » long like n
Iarint, which hs huld behind his buck
with his Jeft hand.

“Presently Mr. Shark came Lo the
surface nbout 8 vards (rom the boat
and Immedintely the Hindooo plunged
nverboard.

“A chorus of groans and excluma-

the Armesian words of this hyma,
written nearly a century befors by the
devoted Yorkshire prescher.

“Eaby Bonds."”

Btatosvide Landunark, ¢
tate Treasurer Worth doclares him-
solt lu favor of calling in the ontstand-
::5 Btate bouds ss early as pomaible

To bacalled & cotton kiog In the
Soath, that 1s, » king of cotton grow-
ors, Lhe phiater must have at his com-
maud fertllo nores Ly Lhe score nnd
soltiements of Inborers such as ware
ssldow kuown even I, the ante-bellum
days. Just nuw thes distinotion of bu-
ing **Geurgia's cotlon king" is neoord-
ed to Hon, James M. Nmith of Ogle-
y whoon® day thiy week s>id

Lales [a vne lot to a Maocon bay-
or, All this wias ruised on a single
&onai?nt an, In ur:ar:gn oli whish m%ﬂfa& t.hia sale Mr.

e Hindoo roappearod, awimming with W poc 000, It Is furtber | Siate bonds should
Lls right hand.  Man and shark fuced | stated that Mce. Smith grows similarly
#uch ollwr, and L fuucled thiat I snw u | Jurgo orops of graln nud hay, sod thai pla of
plensed expression in the monster's | sotton ie his sarplus .on.{lahw. niter
produocing all the provisiou orups he
nesls. Wilh that fuot In wind, one
oan grasp some idea of the scale on
which Cul, Bith farms, All this may
read straugely Lo Lthe peoplo of this
section, who s that all msuoh
glories bad pa away with Lha war,
and the lo soreawed, but the Hia- | yet Mr. Smith Is only vne nmong
doo dived, wid presently he ap- | many ootton ki In Geourgin,
peared ngain om the uffside ol the | Lou a and Albama, thers are
sinrk, smiliogand still earrylng bis | some planters w operations wrm
rope. conducted upon even a larger sonle

“The big fish looked surpriesd and

than in the lostence oited. If we
then made wuvther gontlo dub ut the | mistuke oot e esstern seotion of
Hindoo. The rosolt was the sa

mm, | Lbis State enn producs one or two, or
and Mr, Hiodoo sama up fresh for Lhe g:ib?} thres, @malobes for Mr. Smith.
third round. days of big farming operations o

Tuen the shark began Lo grow angry | the South ave by no  mewns
and made a vicious run at the lliadoo, | away.
sud aguin be misssd. Tho people on
shore and in the bosts began Lo fevl
eonfidence 1o the human ohumpion,
und thelr groaos wers almuged Lo ap-
plause, Every Llime the man made n
point mgainst the fali those heuthens
wunkl send up & ronsing cheer,

*Wall, Ly this Lime Lbe Lhing waa
grtting exciting, I never maw  puel

, u8 muach wa to wmy: “Well, this I
vil, Lo say Lhe least !

**Ihe shinck evidently thought he had

A cinoh om the situstion, for he swam

letsurely vowards the Ainduo, turning

slow] “‘R' his back snd vpened his

moutl, o moalh olosed with u suap

eno Iay their banda on $100, 5200,
who would like to lovest L amoun
in Stete bonds at @ or eveu 4 per cont.
—mn seourity which is resdily converti-
ble lnlo ossh—but who cuunok reach a
boud of alarge denomination, 1§ would
soem Lhat a 85 or §10 boud s rather
oo small to talk wbowul; $50
m ": geraral
er
After Uw war of 1870 between
Fraoos
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A prominent Wealern newspaper ree-

ommends M1x seed Lo s un uulhnll reach

remedy for whooping cough. It muy ! been long discharged.

he good but it i8 ot to e vompared | To wontter the sbligatious of & gov-

ol it e R 106 Viotent | the peagie ) o frdoggrogd "
rn-'a.rluﬁll ay the the in to give them thw

ts of cougbing i %

:
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(] and make them fess | that are stookholders in I, I
swimmiog befors, and I never will|severs. [t ulo lquoties the tough . makes more comssryative and
agalo. man WAk a ragular water | mucus making it sssier Lo expectorata. | better aitizens,
sonks. 1o dedged, twisted, dived and | Complete Is wueh quicker 100 > -
Jumped ko uneel. The st ade | when tLls re Y lagiven. Twoare W A ouorrsspondent of tha Unarlotle
uharge aftor ohargo. Onocs his fin | 0o daoger in glves it Lo small ehildrao | Obserrer in Catawba ocouuty says Lhe
grazad Lhe 11indoo’s urm und the water [ ag 1t la & plessant syrup sud sontalns | prospect Lhete for crop of
wis oolored with blvod, The man’s | nothing mjurions. For sile at 25 and | whest Ia the Anest in youra, nud
sosk weul d wn & poloh, bul It sovn | 50 oeais pec bottie by J. B, Ourry & | Lhut Lhere are peashon, o grepes.,
ross  wguin, when the erowd begam tu | Ce., drngeista. |
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