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CHILDREN IN THE MILLS.

Interssting Interviews With Su-
perintendents and Other Mill
Mea o! North and Seuth Caro-

lina.
MiN Mews, Sepl. 10th.

Gastonia, N. C. is the county
scat of Gaston county, has seven
cotton mills, and takes pride in
the fact that their county has
more mills than any other connty
in the South, therc being thirty-
two in all,

My first call was at the Loray
mills, where I met the president,
George A, Gray. Informing him
of the object of my visit, we pro-
ceeded to the mill, which is called
locally ‘the new million dollar
mill,’ and here I mct the ruper-
intendent, Charles M. Dunn, to

whom Mr. Gray remarked,
"Show the gentleman through
our wmill; let him see it all, give

him full information,” and turn-
ing to me said, "1 have an en-
ment up town at my office,
and will be pleased to have yon
call, and will gladly furnish yon
with any data you may scek.”

We then eded through
the will, which is a new one, and
only half the equipment is placed
in t¥le spinning room, where the
immense vacaut space was
cspecially noticeable, aud Super-
intendent Dunn said: "It would
do you good if yon could see at
times our help at play here on
the floor, playing leap fropg and
tag and other games. We now
have 570 hands in the mill and,
among this number, there are
not more than eight children in

room under 11 years of age.

Our president is the of three
other mills here besides this one
viz: The Gastonia, Avon, and
Ozark, and he has laid down the
rule, "under no circumstances to
employ a child under 11 years of
age.” We made a complete tour
of the lpinning room and the
superintendent’s 5 were
correct. "You will find at our
other mills, the Avon emp!oy'%
300 hands, aud the Ozark
hands, whose superintendents
are sons of our president, Mr,
Gray, just the same condition.”
AT THE MODINA COTTON MILLS
1 met its treasurer, J. I). Moore,
and his remarks were thoroughly
interesting. "I have beeniuthe
mill business in this district over
thirty years, and therefore am

ualified to speak intelligently on
&1: subject. At the outset I wish
to put myself on record and en-
ter a protest to the sweeping
c re that onr will help is com-
posed of the crackers m the
niountain districts, As far as
this section is concerned it is
hardly true. Conditions have
caused some of the best connect-
ed familics, those that can trace
ancestry back to the revolution-
ary stock, to seek employment
iu the mills. They are of our
own kin, our own flesh and blood.
I know of families working in
the mills, related to men promi-
nent in the politics of our state,
who bave rented out their farms
to tenants and moved to mill
villages. Here at the Modena
we have girls who have taken a
course at our collegiate inatitutes
and I predict that the day is not
far) off when, with their native
born American talent our opera-
tives will surely place themselves
in the front rank of textile work-
ers of the world.

As for the child labor blem,
nobody secks the solution of it
more el.rn' than the will man-
agers. 1 believe I am honest in
saying that with a very few ex-
ceptions, isolated cases, where
help is very scarce and there-
fore the child’s service is sought,
few of our mills make a practice
of using children of tender age.
Instead of slavery it is becoming
the cra of emandipation. The
farm has ceased to furnish the

ope m:inl“ of livelihood. Ttll:e
mill is giving our people the
comforts of home, the opportu-
nity for education, and the pros-
feﬂl of bettering their fortunes.

.. by this, s M::z'l‘ make

a mﬁ:’u‘ n a mill, if he
128 the ability, than in any in.
dustrial pursuit I know of,

“The mill ia _

A PRACTICAJ. TRXTILY INDUSTRI-
AL SCTIOOL.

I know of dozens of cases in
North and South Carolina where
men who commenced life as
doffers and sweepers at eight and
ten years are uow presidents of

large institutions self-made men. | f

Here in Gastopia we have a
striking example, George A.
Gray, now the deut of four
of our mills. He began life in
the mill as a sweeper, never at-
tended school a year at a time
in his life, yet to-day is a good
sctibe, book-keeper, and as you
no doubt are aware, a success-
L el B e
in st n e
of life, and is the hardest worker
in our town. He can be seen

any morning at 6, on his horse
making the rounds of hix mills

1 can cite many such instances
as well as that of boys who have
gone through the various branch-
es of the mill, andare now super-
intendents of same, with salarics

varying from $2,500 to $5,000 a

ear,
Y*Words could hardly dcscribe
the Fourth of July celebration
we had here. There were over
10,000 people present, the opera-
tives lro:“:lllithel mills g:il tl':e
count pating; a the
bewu;;ul floats arran by the
mills, decorated with fabrics they
made, and graced by handsome
mill girls, dressed in goods that
their fingers helped to make,
produced a sceme that was in-

rglnu . The speeches made,
t eglfnelmdfua:letie:enioyed.

the patriotism displayed, could
not have been that of a people
‘bound by a yoke of slavery' but
the outburst of a happy and con-
tented people. We want nolcg-
islation, uo interference, ¢
are regulating the conditions as
they exist in our own way, Rd-
ucatiou cau accomplish that re-
sult. Let our boys and girls lead
a life of idleness and it opens the
way to crime and vice.”

.Kt King’s Mountain 1 met C.
E. Neisler, superintendent of
thrce mills, Kings Mountain
Manufacturing Co., emp'l;){ing
100 hands, Bonuie Cotton ills,
emploving 125 hands, and Indian
Creek Mills, near l.incolnton
employing 80 hands. He stated
that not more than a dozen chil-
dren under twelve were employed
in these mills.

Calling at the office of the
DILLING COTON MILLS
the following information, after
some hesitation, was furnished
me by J. N. Williams, superin-
tendent of same, as well as the
Enterprise and Cora Mills, "At
the Drﬁliug we employ 350 hands,
the Enterprise}100, and the Cora
100, wilth not more than 25 chil-
dren under 12 years of age in the
three mills.” i

At Crowders Mountain I called
on W. W. Shealz. superinten-
dent of the Crowders Mountain
Mills, employing 150 hands, and
T.ula Manufacturing Co., with
100 hands, having 5 children un-
der 12 at both mills.

At Bessemer City I called at
the Southern Cotton Mills where
C. M. Cook, superintendent, in-
formed me they employ 325
hands, with no children under
12 years of age. I DLelicve that
the information furnished at some

ese points was misleading.
These mills are small, and I un-

derstand the help is scarce, as

the mill people arc attracted to
the larger mill villages, whereso-
cial conditions, better cot ;
advanced means of education,
are more casily found. So that
the mavnagement, in order to
keep their plants completely in
operation, are not over scrupu-
lous as to the age limit. Not
having been given the ofportu-
nity to make a persomal -
tion of the mills, this conclusion
is derived from the comversation
had with the livery man who
drove me to the various points,
and who, being raised in the
neighborhood, <claitned to be
{:paled as to the conditions exis-
ing.

Increase of Capltal Stock.
Gaffney Lodger.

The Gaffuey Manutacturing
Company has increased its capi-
tal stock from $800,000 to $1,-

000,000,

The Gaffney Manufacturin,
Company was organized in 1
:ith h:e capital o noo.m‘c-. It

as n payi a satisfactory
dividcgd mrn‘duce it
operation, and at the same time
has n # hv:reuinf its
ant nntil now it has one of the

rgest and best ;Eed t
in the State, nf:; ep?lcr:ube:

in manufacturing fine cotton
Eod.n_ in the South, and is now
ilding a bleachery which will
inclnde general finishing ma-
chinery, and when complete
will enable the company to
lace its ucts on the market
a finis condition and thus
enable it to realize for itself the
ts which have hitherto
llen in the coffers of the middlc

Ought Not to Be Tolerated.
Creenville Reflector, i
There!  Another editor has
come forward with g public con-
ssion k. Journal says
m
*ere s r:r &pa more profanity

streets of m than any

other town in :ilkt &i:h'” The
paper ] ents,
preachers and officers u-':l :Ioin.
their duty? Hardly a doubt bnt
what the devil Ia doing bus duty
all right. We know a her
who says "1Inupk who take
o g gl
an
other sin im u’hh." o

“thcre.h

on the |try

T ———— ————

MADE FROM WOOD.

Discovery that May Revoluntion-
ize Lighting Problem—Citizen
of Raleigh in Role of Grest Ia-
venier.

News aud Obeerver.

A lighting plant that may
revoﬂ;ut';unfze lighting and heat-
i'f is in operation 1o Raleigh.

t is a patented process plan
and because of the brilliant light,
the means of making it and its
extreie cheapness it has a great
future before it. .

So coufident of this are the
men who have investigated the
matter that steps are being taken
to form a company with 1
capital in order to place its ad-
van before the people, aud
furnish to the houscholders a
gns plant ou their own premises,

LUhere was a demonstration of
this plant the other day in the
yard at the back of the residence
of Dr. J. A. Sextou, on Fayette-
villestreet, where there islocated
a little Eu plant that supplies
him with the best of .gas hight.

The demonstration showed
the gas plant in operation, mak-

'FRIES’ MEROER CONSUMMATED
The Capital Is now $25.000,000-—

Sixty PerCent. of the Spinning
and Weaving Mills of the South
Conselidated —Centrel

is Cea-
fered in 8 Helding Corporation
—The Largest and Moot Imper-
tant Mills ia (he Sowth in the
Eoterprise.

Charlotie Ubserver. 27th,

Philadelpbia, Sept. 26.—The
Record to-morrow will sey: The
profect to consolidate 60 per cent

of the IEIIII d

u;!lh t:osd! South :a:de:':o.f‘ﬁ

ol a 3+ ] C n
finally mrﬂ.lu:g and the n:
::uncemeut u;}ﬂ& by one of
e enm'gr'l:e
the mﬂ plan has 0
by Southern

that
mills to guarantee the success of

ad

the proposition. The cash

tal involved in the.:n&'l;pr‘&

now .amounts to $25,000,000,
as

This will be increased as fast
al mills come into the
combination.
Nearly all the largest and most
important of modern spiunin
and weaving mills in the Sout

ing from wood. This is|are in in the ] d
done by the mented rocess of [those that have nt:;q mnlre:gy
Dr. C. W. Bilfinger. Ina retort signed options will do so as soon

an arnnful of wood was placed
and from this the gas holder was
filled, this containing 300 cubic
feet of gas. This was made in
less than an hour. At night the
E“ was burned and it gave a
rilliant light, the flame being
high, large and clear, and in a
Welschback burner making the
regulation white light.

After the gas is ed in the
retort it is passed through water
aund is then collected in the iron
holder, In making t&;&u any
kind of wood can be , hick-
ory, oak and pine, or any other
wood that is to be had. Chips
and sawdust can also be used.
A cord of wood, costing $2.00 or
less will make anywhere from
sixty to one huvdred thousand
cubic feet of gas and sometimes
wore.

Mapy prominent gentlemen
were present at the test yester-
day and it wos calculated bﬁ
thesc that a houscholder wit
oue of these plants conld make
enough gas to burn three or four
jets each night for a mouth at a
cost of fifteen cents a month,
The plants can be arranged for
simply one home, for a block, or
for an entire city, The plant at
Dr. Sexton’s can be used to
make gas for the homes on two
blocks in Raleigh. A hotel or a
busincss house using this pro-
cess wonld find it a bonanza.

The cost of each plant depends
of course on its size, and the
owners have given comzxwu
but by others it is 1 that
the plants will cost from $200
u :ndli tthlm is Olh:lﬁntm n?t‘i:-
clnding the equ o c
houses with gas pipesor bumers.

This gas can also be used for
heating and cooking
It is capable of bciug
into great heat, aud its extreme
cheapness will cause this to ben
feature where a plant is put in,
The cost of the wood is a baga-
telle, or is less than nothing,
for after a $2.00 cord of wood is
used in the retort there is a
residue of charcoal and tar that
will sell for twice the cost of the

is )
I{O came to North Carolina from
the North, He is an eminent
physician and chemist and for
sometime lived at Washington,
N. C., where he first put in
operation his gas plant, but not
the improved ome he now
patented. At one time it was
said that Wuhin.;}y;; was lighted
by his process, en he could
make only aboiit twenty-five
thousand cubic feet for every
cord of wood used. It is mot
necessary to run the plant every
day but once a month, or even
for a longer time will be suffi-
cient.

The promise of this new pro-
cess has unlimited possibilities,
as demonstrated yesterday; and
as shown at
where a R
making gas m as brilliant
as that made from coal. That
the establishment of a great
rlmtdmdeh. from the manufac-
nre t necessary apparatus
for introducing this throughont
the world would be a paylng in-
vestment for Raleigh talists
cannot be donbted. It mean
that in the city and In the coun-
each can have a bril-
liant light always ready for the
match, and ready to heat and to
be used in cooking when it is
wanted,

ut is wused

Sam Lindsay, 24 years of R
conuiued::z-m:t“hlobt;t':-

er's hoine in Radaville, using a
R & |and th

pistol. Death
m'

T™he Nasstie oMas Dor aei b privting

was tane.

Jevclnpe’ti THE

Fuquay Springs, | H
B

as the stockholders of the sever-
al companies can be brought to-
gether to ratify agrecments al-
ready move by accredited repre-
sentatives,
Philadeiphians directly con-
cerned in the enterprise confirm
the well aathenticated reports
received from the South as to the
adoptiou of the Fries plan, but
v e e e s
e mi actua wired.
t’I];hey stated th;t ll&l::c::qml of
e o corpora-
tion wonld be vested in resen-
tative by

mill men of the Souoth. |that

The executive officers of the
holding comra.ny will also be
Southern mill men. The direc-
tory of the new cou.lxl.ny will in-
clude several Phil elrhh men
who are prominently identified
with the cotton trade, as well as
a number of cotton men actively
engaged -in the trade in New
York, Boston and the New Rng-
land markets. The financial in-
stitutions directly concerned in
the enterprise will also have re

resentatives on the board of di-
rectors. ‘The mill owners them-
selwgt, however, will control the
holding corporation unnder the

operatioh of the Fries n,
which gives them a m.i'orit
voice in the directory as well .’;
the bonds and Am: erred stock
issued’by the holding corporation
;\l’ll th%lme:ﬂc}i::ctly in charge of

e mills e ntative
mill people of the m

HAD IT RIGAT,

It Was Bille McGill (hat Brit
Yorkville Roguirer, 271k,

The old gentleman who gives
GAZETTE its interesting in.
formation seems to be somewhat
doubtful about the ideutity of
the man that Mr. Bolin carried
on his shounlders from a deer
hunt; but we are now able to
state positively that our first
statement was correct. The
ntleman in question was the
te Wm, McGill, father of
Messrs. J. L. and L. R. McGill,
the Bethany neighborhood.
Our authority this is Mr.

day and asked him about the
circumstance, “Wﬁ‘.dmm
I remember Upcle Brit Bolin,”
the old man said. "1 have

deer hunting with him many a
time. 1 was not Ingntnl

home.
about two miles.”

not get
another mule for 50 cents a day,”
he said, "and because I did not
think 1 conld pay auy more, I
went to work and dug it out with
. 1 am calculating that I
will have five bales of cotton.”

A Remarkable Cane.

Wilkesbore Chronicle.

The little colored girl, three
years old, that was recently shot
through the head, is able to walk
about again. This contradicts
the idea that shoot tkm‘li_nﬁh

side. It was t
days that the child would surely

die, but it is about well now,

GASTONIA, N, C,, TCESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 1002.

CONTENTED MILL PEOPLE.
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a pint of peanuts to a .
So we want the search.light of
the Mill News to keep after the
contenptible agitators whodon't
know anything of the effects of
compulsory school laws or any-

thing else,

Wﬁen you visit this mill, the
McAden 1nills, and others in this
community you will find some of
lhebutdpu!, best-behaved, most
contented, church-goinﬁ. school-

e; and if you are

_Telephone Change in Shelby.
Sheiby Gtar.

There was z big change i
teh.-cboac circles in Shelby th
week. ‘The Gastonia Telephone
Co., which is a of the Bell
wtesa has purchased the Shel-

teous

bis experience emi-

mtlyﬁ_il him for the place.

style you
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SOME OF OUR SPECIALTI ._

Here you will find the newest and most fashionable Millisery.
Furs, Ladies' Coats, Dress Goods, Waistings, At
the latest desigms 4 Allovers.  Walking s

and all kinds of Farming Implements such
as Disc Plows, Tura I‘Imu,&ph T..ﬁ
Harrows. Also we have tbe-nlﬁutlht.l ek
winter Lap Rebesthat hes cver beew In this
customers call and sce us when In wced
anything In the above ,
cordial invitation to onc end all. =

Respectfully Vours,

Craig & Wilson,
Do You Need An

-

-

We sell the kind you ouglt # Doy, It mot mads -
better, botause it can't be hatter—it's o busl. Wothm
kind that's as geod a2 mew whem O other hisd fo -
resdy for the vepair shagp. Try oa for pour west
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