v

" THE GASTONIA

Published Twice a Week—Tuesdays and Fridays.

.

W. F. MARSHALL, Editor and Proprietor.

DEVOTED TO THE PROTECTION OF HOME AND THE INTERESTS OF THE COUNTY
e e

VOL. XXIV,

Fameus l':llut‘n Own Versle

MR. BONNER'S STORY OF THE LEDGER.

—
n e

I the Begioning and Rise of lis

Paper.—Wonders of Advertising.—Hew He Engaged Notcd Per
sons as Contributors and Great Sums He Pald.

New Vork Herald

The Ledger Montlly was sold
last Saturday to the Every Month
Publishing Company for $6,000
cash, exclusive of outstanding
accounts. Creditors will receive
about tweuty-five cenis ou the
dollar and the scholarships will
be continued by the purchasers.
So passes to the journalistic
boueyard the paper that has
made millions for its founder
and which became a wreck with
his death. A Eoor Irish boy,
with only $5 in his pocket, Rob-
ert Bonner landed in New York
and commenced his Tewspaper
career on the Tlartford C warant,
at Hartford, Coan., whe ¢ he
drifted to New York.

In an interview with Fra k G,
Carpenter some six ycars ayzo he
told the story of hiow he cawe to
start the Ledger. This sioty is
now reproduced in the current
uumber of the Journalist of this

city.

t'2,Thc.- New York Icdger,” said
Mr. Bonner, was in 1850 a little
financial shect kvwown as the
Merchants' Ledger. At this
time I was working in the priut-
ing office. We liad an advertis.
ing solicitor who liked the way
in which I displayed bis adver-
tisements. Hec left the paper a
little later on aud became con-
nected with the Merchaals'
Jedger. He told the proprietor
he could get a great many more
advertisements if I were to set
them up, and it was in this way
that I got an offer of a better
salary from the Merchant's Led-
ger. Itookit. It was a small
sheet, devoled to wercantile
affairs, and it bad less than three
thousand circulation. Soon af-
ter I became employed upon it
the proprietor wanted to sell and
1 bought him out. I ran the pa-

per for a short time as a mercau- Th

tile paper, and gradually turned
it into a family one.
GOT FANKY FERN,

"One day I decided that if it
had the best readiug walter a
paper of that class could have it
would get a v large circula-
tion, and I concluded to get it.
1 began at once to get the Lest
of contributors, and, among
others secured Miss Fanny Fern,
Miss Fanony Fern was the most
popular woman writer of that
time, but she had never written
for the newspapers. A book of
hers had just bad a circulation
of sgmething like 5,000 copies,
aud I think she rather looked
down upon newspaper work. I
first offered her & column for
a story. She refused it. I wrote
her again and made the offer $50
a column.

"“This she also declined, when
the return mail br t her an-
other offer from me of §75 a col-
umn. Upon this she said to a
friend, ‘I like the spirit of that
man Bomner, and I wish you
would go down and see him.’
Her frlend came and we event-

ual together.

"l{tm proposed to give her
$100 a column, but said 1did not
want the story to run over ten
columns. She replied that she
would write the story for $1,000

ided I wonld take it whether
]t ran nine columns or eleven
columns, as she could not tell
just how much it would run out.

"I agreed to this, and the story
was published. The circum-
slances of the cogagement were
told, and nearly every newspaper
in the coﬂmi" pn;li:lishﬁdmmy e:;
trav ce in paying a col-
nmnlﬁ'na story. I got $50,000
worth of tﬂtvmnl:lu; out oli :’I:e
arrangement, a e people be-
gan to ask for the Ledger. Re-
fore this I had had trouble in

tti Fﬁe vews stands to take
Ee A:fef After this they
were gl get it."

Speaking of the Rev, Henrz
Ward Bnc‘:ef’n connection wit
the paper, Mr. Bonner said that
he became acquainted with him
through a poem of one of his
lady glead:. !

RECALLS MR, BERCNER.

"He sent me the manuscript,
mﬂ]?bt:ut if I used i;ﬂn cb.ﬁ:
wou very acceptable to t
lady. I wrote back at once that
1 had plenty of poetry, but that
[ wan himself. 1 told him
that if be would give me from a
half hithree quarters of a colnuinn
a wee

I wonld ?‘ny him g,m

a year, I sent a check for $2,000

with l‘;e la:te; a8 the advanece
or the year,

salery . '?hmm‘h.fzc“%
death he )

H.. He mc dilorh:

» Many 0 m were pa
kR
as u

One Keeps His Fyes Ooen.

The first article, | remember,

was entitled ‘A Canuon Ball in

aHat.' It gavetheexperienceofa

mau whoattempted tocarry a can-
non ball iv his hat. It deseribed
how the caunon ball grew lLeav:
ier and heavier, und how the
fear of detection ulc into the soul
of the thief. A persoval moral

was Dbroaght - out from this
which struck home to ecvery
reader.

"A grcat deal of the mutter
written by Mr. Bceecher was not
publishef.ravcr his owa signature
and this was also the case with

Stowe. It was during the years
just preceeding the war, We

ad then a lar- o+ slation in
the South, and th¥ name oi Mr
Beecher as one of the contribu
tors would have lust thousands
of subscribers.”

"Was not $30,000 a great deal
to pay for a novel?”

"Yes,” replied Mr. Boooer,
“it was. But I think the ven-
ture was a good business invest-
weut. The way I came to pay
just this amount was ratl:sr cu-
rious. I had maode an arrange-
ment  with Edward Kverett to
write a series of articles for the
Ledger.

ODD ADVERTISING.

“"Mr. Kverett was at that time
the leading statesman of the
couutry alouy ceriain lines. He
was anxious that Mount Vernon
should be bought and preserved,
and he was g-wingl:| lectures over
the country for the purpose of
raising money for what was
called the ‘Mount Vernon fund,’
4] d to him that I would
give 310,000 to the fund if he
would write a series of articles
for the Ledger. He accepted it.
His articles were widely read,
and the Ledger again was the
most talked of paper in the coun-
try. 1 afterward paid him $14,.
000 additional for other ‘articles.
is was done some time before
1 asked Mr. Beecherto write a
novel, When I did write I first
offered to pay him $24,000 for
the story, or as much as 1 had
paid Mr, Everett for his writing
Later on I increased the amount
to $30,000.

""MUST CLEAR MY HEAD.”

"Here is what he answered in
reply to my first proposition:—

"Plymonth Rock at a Council.

"DEar Mr. BonNer—1 am
slmost dumb after reading your
R:oponhan and must clear m

ad before I say a word.
Signed,

“"Henry WARD BRECHRR.”

"When it was announced that
Mr. Beccher was to write the
story there was a decided sensa-
tion in literary and rekgious
circles. Some preachers, and
e:recmﬂ a Rey. Mr. Seeley,
cnticised Mr. Deecher's actions
in making money in that way. I
wrote an editorial on the subject
which was rather facetious and
sent the proof of it to Mr.
Beccher, suggesting that if he
thought.well of it he might give
me a recommendation whereby I
zonld get a lpla,a:e on the London
Punch. Within an hour after
my boy had left the office he
came back with the following
noteg:—

"Mv Drar MR. Bonxmr—I
think you like to gobble up o
minister or two every year to
aid your digestion, just as hens
swallow el stones. You
have swallowed me in one way
and Mr, Seelb?“iu another. I

like my way A
("Sigued)
HrwrY WaARD Beucurn.”
"“Then on the other side of the
sheet he had written this recom-
mendation :—
"To the London Punch:—
"Robert Bonner desires an en-
gagement on your paper. It
E\fﬂ me pleasure to testify to
is good character. No other
one man made me laugh so much
Just to look at him would make
one feel good natured and there-
fore I su that his picture be
published. Should E:
contributing to the Pnnch
would in less than two
owt and editit, but othe
may be trusted.  (Signed)
HeNy Warp Brecaxs.
“That letter gives you some
idea of how quick Beecher was.
he most nll tb; tv:oybouu was
taken wp in the 's ng
from my office to Mr. Bucﬁ:‘s
house and back, and Mr. Beech-
et must have dashed the letter
off within five minutes, He was
very guick, and was always full
of ideas,”
"What kiad of a man was Kd-
ward Bverett?” T asked.
"THAT POLISWRD [CICLR."

"He was a much misander-
5tood man,” replied Mr. Bonner.
"VYou rewember what Wendell
Phillips .once said of him.
was when Mr. Rverett was in
the Seungte. Said Mry. Phillips:

the articles of Harriet Beecher | asked

d that
e

ke |sh

Tt | her

‘Il am speaking of the Senator
from Massachusetts, not that
Eoliahcd icicle, Edward Everett,
nt  that hnmwan gentleman,
Charles Sumwmer.’ When
Hverctt was our Minister to
Koglaod Queen Victoria is said
to have remarked that he was
the only Americanﬂgendem:u
she had ever inet. r. Hverelt
was more than a polisbed icicle.
He was nol ninere intcllectuality,
but hie was a nan of great sonl.
IMis letters to me were full of
feeling. Tle seldom slighted an

one. 'Hc was a high minded,
conscicatious, patriotic, Christ-
ian gentleman.”

"Was he u good writer?” |

"Yes,"” replied Mr. Bonner.
"He was the first scholar of the
land, and still hs was vory care-
ful of his work., He made uo
mistakes in pnuctluation aund
sowe of his articles he wrote and
rewrote before he sent them to
me. He was glad to get sug-
gestions and sometimes asked
mv advice as to the publication
of certain paragraphs.”

The conversation here drifted
to advertising matters and ]
asked Mr. Bonuer to Lell me the
secret of of his suceess in adver-
tising. He replied:—

"I can hardly remember when
1 was oot siudyiug the advan-
tages of different advertising
features, When I was a boy the
New York Herald was
much criticised by the other
newspapers of the country, 1
saw that the inore the Heruld
was talk{;l ahboqt lhedmor: th:
peoplc ught i, aud when
took Lhe Ledger I saw that [
wust get the paper talked about.
I must not only have a good

per, but the people wust

now it. I would not borrow,

but 1 spent all my surplus in
advertising. Ouc timne I spent
$2,000 for a single advertisement
in the New York Herald. At
another 1 offered the New York
Tribune $3,000 for one iusertion
in the daily, weekly and tri-
weekly. 1 paid during oue week
$27,000 for adyertising and in
one year $150,000.

"These sums in those days
were as big as ten times the same
amouunts now, and mauy of my
friends thought was goin
crazy. At one time 1 pai5
$25,000 to the papers for pub-
lishing instalments of a certain
story which ended with the
words, "'Continued next week in
the New York I.cgr-cr.’ 1 did
this once in the Herald, pub-
lishing two instalments, so that
the readers thought thcy were
giug to get the whole story in

c Herald, and then at the close
of [the second instalment stated
that they must look for its con-

tinuation in the Ledger. All of
this rapidly increased my circo-
lation.

“One of the secrets of good
advertising is to have your ad-
yertisements unlike those of any
other man. If all advertisements
in a paper are displayed this is
cqual to no display. My adver-
tisemnents were alwma original;
they attracted attention, and the
publishers of the papers who
were adverse to a display ob-
ected to them. Once the elder

nnett sent word that T must
use less capitals. 1 answered
that I wonld not use any, and
repeated one sentence an-
nouncing a new story oyer and
over again to the exlent of
seyeral columns without a break,

“Che letters were continued
vut to the edge of the column
line without regard to the finish-
ing of the words, and the next
day I had several columuos of
solid type in the Herald. The
advertisement was about the
most striking the Herald had

Bennett told me that I could do
as I pleased. At one time the
Tribune refnsed to give me a

ge in the weekly. Mr. Bennelt

ard of this, and sent word that
the Herald would slways give
me all the space | wanted. |
wonld take the

day nnett said all right,
And he published an additional
eet, giving me a page op-
posite each p:ft of reading
matter. I could give you fifty
other instances of advertisements
which attracted attention, but
this 14 emough. One of the

eat secrets of success I belieye
'is to first have a good thing, an
then to advertise it ao that the

people cannot help knowing that
you have it."”

Utah las adopted amuln,ly
drastic legisiation with reydrd
to tobacco and oplum, A law
has been passed providing for a
fine of $5 or five days’ imprison-
ment for any one under 18 years
of age who even has in his or
possession a cigarette, a
ciyar or any other kind of tobac-

o, or any opium,

GASTONIA, N. C., F1ID

on the next Satur-|$1

THE POSTAL INVESTIGATION,

Ralge the Curialn and Let the
People Have » Chance to See

Raltimare American,

A few years ogo, when the
Cuban postal frauds were first
brought tu light, the question
on cvery lip was, "“"What will
they do about it?” It was on the
eve of a Presidential campaign,
and the public was in doubt as
to whether the thing would be
hushed :J; nnd sinocothed over ol
ventilated aud the guilty pun-
ished. But the answer to the
question was not loug in com-
ipg. President McKinley and
his advisers determined at onec
that the best way to end a scan- |
dal was to Jet the people know
the whole truth, keeping noth.
g back mnor trying to shisld
anybody. ‘I'be result was 1hat
for not oue single momeunt did
the adininistration have to bear
blamne for what was done in Cu-
ba. With that gmerring power
of discerument which iy theirs,
and that innate sense of justice
and fair play for which they are
famous, the saw immedi-
atcly that the fanlt was individ-
ual; that certain officials, acting
upon their own responsibility
were alone guilty, aud the smell
of smuke uever reaclied the ad-
ministration, i

Things are slightly different
now, he scandal in the Post-
officc Department is of long
standing, and the public's uc-
quaintance with it dates back
several months. It drags along
with an occasional outburst, but
keepi almost constautly be-
hind the curtain officials of the

departinent seem nnxioqn to
keep drawn. Vague aud indef-
inite rumors are about as to the

conduct of this division chief
and that some strange thin
have happened, und still the
public knows nothing. Charges
and counter charges are made
and nothing setwms ever to
cowme of them. This official and
that is under investigation, and
ill there is no action. Ineci
dents are specified and the
proof is presented, but the de-
partiuent sits in easc and com-
fort, while all of the officers in-
volved, with one or two excep-
tions, continue to occupy their
positions, having full access to
all documents and the files of
their offices in which irregulari-
ties are alleged. )

It is a strange proceeding to
say the least. It may be that
the rumors of scandalons, even
criminal conduct in the various
offices have been ncmLeu;-

rated. It may even that
there is no ground whatever for
scandal. But certainly the atti-
tude of the department is not
caiculated to encourage this be-
lief. Things appear to upon
the assumption that there is
something Lo be covered mu
and meanwhile the public’s idea
of the scandal grows apace. It
would be infinitely better for all
concerned if the curtain shonld
be raised and the people be giv-
en a chaunce to see what is real-
ly in the Post-office Depart
ment.

Sterage and Demurrage Charges
te Govern Railroads In this
State. e

Raleigh Special, 8k,

The corporalion commission
to-day e the rules to ‘.overu
storage and demurrage charges
to go into effect July 1st
Thci“tules hn.llw R Iroad com-

nies to charge per on
m car loads not unloaded within
48 hours after noﬁ%elﬂond:ld 1

cent. per poun
3:; on less than carload sh?;-r
ments. The rule further re-

next.

cars in 48 hours after
their arrival; otherwise the sh

pers are to be paid $1 per da
that flame.

excess of It h,;m'-
ther provided that when ship-
make application for un-

lﬁm cars railroads shall
furnish the same within four
days, otherwise the penalty of

per day in excess of this
time is imposed.

The Charlotte Observer says:
'l‘:lﬁ.rei 'gb“l present 17 eotltlo;
m n Charlotte o?eudn
000 spindles and 2,0000 lgoma

new factories nnder contract
to be built this year will increase
the number of spindles by 80,
les and 1,300 Jlooms

giving Charlotte nearly
] 4 and 3,300 looms. ud

this does ot include a new silk
will of 70,000
which, it is sai

year,

ndle cap

is to be bullt

here this

EREE ==

ires the railroads to place |24
ever had, and after that Mr. ?3’.5:5 .

A=A L tas sl
F I i x 1
Y i

)

Absolutely Pure '
TNERE IS ND SUBSTITUTE
ik s
THE MEDICOS MEZT.

“Pair Play ll:“l-'l‘ﬂ Field in

Medicine as in Theology.”
Boston Qlobe.

The convention of the Amer-
ican Mecdical Association has
been lheld in New Orleans this
week. It was the largest con-
vention ever held in that city,
there having been several thone.
and physicians in seasion.

Christian Scientists may
probably find some significamc. |
;t)l' |b£m!_act that ibc .Imhtho’

. ings was largely on the
oversupply of lne’lcal inen,
u}hic.l:“l;ednurlalbuud to the excess
of mn colleges. country
needed about 2,500 wmedical
Fmiulcs annually, he said, and
t g from 10,000 to
12,500. Hec wanted the number
of med}ical cotllh r:‘dueed to
twenty-five or thirty .and thought
this work could be best ac-
complished by the wedical de-
weuts of the State ugpiver-

Much time was spest on g:
Proposition to ¢
medical code, there Iu:ﬁl been
ractically no cha til.cel:.!?.
oa er extent than per
ever mrc, it was ltl.t?‘ th:::
rutenl. medicines were breakin
u upon regular practice; phnz
cians were od not to take
papers which printed medical
adv ements, and it was sug-
ested that articles be written to
tbe papers on the usc of quack

medicines.
Medical As-

The American
sociation is all right, so long as
it does not attempt to interdict
free competition in the
tion and sale of medic i
When its so-called cthical code]
presunies to count men out of
the mlzicsm who adre g
"“regulars,” lo assume ot
functions which give it the
character of an exclusive
medical trust, the

are
Ps | likely to vote it out om.

Fair play and a free field

medicine, as in theology, wonld
seein to be the correct idea.

Our Age.

John G. Whittier in the Outlook:..

Nothing ix clearer 1o my mind
than the fact that the world is
growing better. It is. sweeter,
tenderer; there is more love in
. A worthy deacan of the old
time in New Eungland once de-
scribed a brother in the cliurch
as a very pious man Godward,
but a ruther hard one mauv ard,
It cannot be denied that very
satisfactory steps in the latter
direction had been taken i1 the
centory now drawing toits.

i hout seeking to
e .hlt: t\riil.I It has
ished slavery; it s lifting wo-
man to an cqul’ﬁty with
fore the law.

Our criminal codes no
eéembody the maxim of "
mlfcyelndlmoth foratooth.

nities
alism which are

learmed to to .
slone of the Beatitedes; ok oo,
are crises ju all lives which re-
qnire the ¢ " ahalt
not” of the logne,

Rev. Theodors D. 2
rector of St. Mary's hool,
o h:!. the bishopric .3
ce
M{ssi , o which he re.
ccmly‘:m«l e

:

i

w2 11
1

Mules. The last car Joad for this mﬁlm
.ﬂﬁm, g 1 ‘.. ’_._-;‘"_i'l"l "

NEW BUGGIES.
With the arrival of spring we have "ﬂﬂhludﬁ “

mew Buggies just out of the factory. We are golugtosell
them. Get one and enjoy that Easter ride you oze plen-

ning for. G &WI.

- - - . - .
- . . . . . - -

L

Twelve car loads is our vecord for this |
choice stock we now have on hand is
at ouce and inske your selection. :

. il ._'
3%

CRAI

goodness—the latest desig as, t
with the season’sfreshest m
ness. | i
We want youto see them.
cannot po.ty wl‘“ﬂ
untillyou bave seen
offering. o
come to hammock he
We sell the bom
do the rest. - ’
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