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VOL. IV. e
POINTS AND PARAGRAPHS
ON TOPICS OF THE TIMES.

Dnder thin head will be printed from time tu time noteworthy ullerances

on themes ol earrent loterest. ;r-:-y vlllhhk-[r—.i:‘huc adidresses,
books, magasines. newspapers, in fect wherever we may them. Home-
tmes these sclections will aconnd wilth oar views and the viewy of

Ne Dallyjag With Vice.
New York Tiwes July 30,

Many public men wake the mistake of using a charge of bird.
shot where wiiat is necded is a bullet. * * * Bribery aud cor-
ruption are not matters to he argued. The more oue discusses
them the more one rubs the color out of them, and changes them
from insults to be resented to theses to be debated.

Night in New Yerk.
Thomsa Nisea, Jr. in *“The One Women.”

The avenue was a blase of light. Its miles of electric torches
flashed like stars in the milky way, * * * New York, proud
imperial Queen of the Night, seemed just waking to her real life,
a strange new life in human history—a life that had put darkness
t> flight, snuffed ont the light of moon and star, laughed at sleep,
twin sister of Death, and challenged the soul of man to live with-
out one refuge of silence or shadow.

Some Explaising in Prospect.
Charlatte Presbyterian Standard.

They are not doing auy fooling with Christian Science in
Canada. A man has just been tried, convicted and the judgment
affirmed by the counrt, the judgment being manslanghter and the
crimme his allowing his sixteen-yesr-old boy to die of diphtheria,
The plea was that the father had treated the boy according to the
tenets of the Christian Scien.. szct, but it was of no avail. And
to think that we actually licenss thet kind of murderous fraud in
North Carolina, by act of Legislature! Oune of our candidates for
Governor will have some explaining to do along that line.

At Eventide.
James Lane Allen. in *The Mettle of the Pusture.”

A shower had fallen early in the day and the grass had been
cut afterward. Afternoon sunshine had druok tbe moisture, leav-
iug the fragrance released and floating. The warmth of the cool-
Ing earth reached her foot through the sole of her slipper. On the
plume of a pine, a bird was sending its last call after the bright
hours, while out of the firs came the tumult of the plainer birds as
they mingled for common sleep. The heavy cry of the bullbat
fell from far above, and looking up quickly for a sight of his win-
nowing wings under the vast parpling vault she beheld the earli-

st stars. .
e e

Nearing the Trepics.
Thomas Dizen. Jr. in * The One Woman."

In all this crash of brute forces I see beauty in ugliness, in-
nocence in filth. Here one is put {o the test. Here the great
powers of Nature have gathered for their last assault and have
challenged man's soul to answer for its life. Dark spiritual forces
shriek with battle cries over the din of matter, The swiftness of
progress, crushing and enriching, the mad greed for gold, the
worship of success—a success that sneers at duty, bonour, love
and patriotism—the filth and frivolity of our upper strata, the
growth-of hate and envy below, the restlessnes of the masses, the
waning of faith, the growth of despair, the triumph of brute force,
the reign of the liar and huckster—all these are more real and
threatening here, as beasts and reptiles increase in size as we near
the topics. We are nearing the tropics of civilization. We must
not forget that the flowers will be richer, wilder, more beautiful,
and life capable of higher ll:in!p.

More Daring Than Jm:
Chathem Record. 23¢d.

The bombardment of Fort Pisher was the heaviest since the
invention of gun powder.
have never received the praise which they so much deserve. In-
deed they are known to very few persous. Por instance, scarcely
any one has heard of the heroism of Private Christopher C. Bland,
of Company K, Thirty-sixth North Carolina Regiment, The flag-
staff was unprovided with halyards and when the order was given
to raise the battle flag young Bland promptly volunteered to do
30. He seisedthe flag and began climbing the staff under a heavy
fire from the enemy’s fieet. Undismayed by the shrieking of shells
which fell around he climbed the staff and fastened the flag at the
top. Just as he came down a shell tore loose one end of the flag
and af once this young bero aguain climbed the staff, while shel
around him almost as thick as hail, and again fastened the
in its place, and strange to say he escaped unwounded. His-
has tsught every schoolboy the heroism of Sargeant Jasper
at Fort Moultrie, when its flag staff was shot down by the British
fleet, but not a schoolboy has probably ever heard of this more
daring feat of Christopher C. Bland. .

__ﬁ
Lite's Ballding and Unbuliding.
Jasmes Lams Allen. in * The Mattle of the Pastare.”

When we fall asleep, we do not lay aside the thoughts of the
day, as the hand the physical work; nor upon awakening return to
the activity of these as if to the renewal of its toll, finding them
undisturbed. Our most plercing insight yields no deeper con.
of life than that of perpetual building and unbuilding; and
what we our rest, it is often most
will, All along the dark
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GASTONIA, N. C., TUESDAY, AUGUST 4, 1803,

BECKER, KING OF FORGERS,

He will Walk out of Sas Quentin
Prison, in Calilornis, Next
Menth—A Criminal for Ferty
Years—Big Checks He bhas
Forged.

New Nork Bun)

San  Prancisco, July 20.—
Charles Becker, known to de-
tectives the world over as the
king of forgers and to crimiuals
as “the Dutchman,” will walk
out of San Quentin State prison
on August 10, after serving a
seven-year sentence for the
forgery of a $22,000 check on
the Crocker-Woolworth National
Bank, of San Francisco, which
was cdshed at the Nevada Bank,
His terin was reduced to fonr
and a half years by his good

conduct.
Becker has been a model

prisouer and bas never betrayed

the wild beast that is nnderyl:i.l the

calm exterior except at times
when he has talked with James
C . his pal, who squealed.
He has amused himself whilc‘ju
prison by drawing or
entertainment programmes, and
other ornamental work which
shows plainly that his hand has
lost none of its cuuning.

To look at Becker one would
vever | ne that he was a
eriminal. e bas a well-shaped
head, a full intellectnal fore-

+ German features, and
hands that any woman might

envy for the long supple fingers|gra

and the artistic nails.

All one need do is to mention
Cregan. Then in a moment you
get o glimpse of the real wan
who has dominated some of the
ficrcest and- most desperate
criminals in this country, whose
reputation for nerve and skill
places him.among the masters
of criminal craft,

There was a report a few
months ago that the American
Bankers’  Association would

osion Becker liberally when

e came out of San Quentin, but
James R. Dranch, secretary of
the Association, denied this, as
he said the ion de-
pended upon its detectives to
protect its members and not
upon  subsidizing criminals.
Despite the deninl several detec-
tives here declare that Becker
can command a handsome
salary if he will agree not to

any more bank paper.
When a man is so rt that
he can turn out bank bills better

than the (ﬂ'[{llllh or can raise a Ch
check so that only the bank |desert

expert with powerful glasses can

the frand, he B wocth
bribing to restrain his skill.

The crime for which Becker

years Quentin was the
raisin I:a! a check from $12, to
22,000 8, Seaver, alla,

York in December, 1895, and

with him were Becker, James

Cregan, of New York, and Joe
cCuster

flof
2
;E

1

4

i

i
!grs
I
i

B
8
g

8
i

g

i
f

E

ged
1
ix
%

i

:
:

i
g

A

g
s
&

!

$gazs
F

:

ioad 1
i
il
JEE
e

-
i

g

|

:

§

it

i

v e

McCuster was acquitted as
nothing could be proved against
him. i‘ean lurned State's evi-
dence, and Beckesr aud Cregan,
on the first trial, were convicled
of forgery and sentenced to life
terms, Lol

On the second trial the Lury
di , and ow the third
Cregan "squealed” aud .was
allowed to go free. Becker saw
that the me was up and
pleaded guilty, with the stipula-
tion that he was not to get more
than seven years’ imprisonment.
The Court kept faith with him.

Throughout his last trial he
maintaived the same calw as in
previous trials, except on one
occasion, when 1 ner:rlptr
artist attempted to get a sketch
of him in Court. He became

wild with rage whev he saw the
artist dnvif: outlines of his
head, and, kiog up a large

inkstaud, threatened to hurl it at
offender unless he mped
his work. He was qui by
his counsel, who feared the cffect
on the jury of this savage out-
burst of rage on the part of his
client.
Becker is proud of his skill as
& draughtsman, but it was ouly
an accident that made bim a
forger. He was born in
Germany aud came to New
York with his parents when he
was 10. That was in 1857,
He developed so much skill at
schoo! with pen and peacil that
was apprenticed to anm en-

ver. e -soon developed
skill, bat the criminal was
o him, for he was in love with
a girl and he forged g check to
b‘;‘-’; her an engagement ring,
His father was able to square
this and because of his youth he
escaped prison. But his sweet-
deserted him, his sister
whow he loved, died and he
consorted with a ang of
desperate criminals, ’iﬁ: first
expluit was in 1872, when with
Joe RElliott he succeeded in
robbing the Third National
Bank of Baltimore of $150,000,
Becker fled to France, where
he met the very girl for whom
he forged a check 1o buy a ring.
She had married a rich jeweller,
but Becker induced her to elope
with him and together they went
to Turkey, where Becker and
several others, including Joe
Chapman, of London, spread
forged paper in many cities and
cleaned op a large sum,
_ They were cau and placed
in prisons, but all escaped ex-
cept Chapman, who was basely
ed by his pals. They had
the nerve, however, to returu to
London and seek the haspi-

tality of Chapman’s wife. They
told her a f story about her
husband beiog putin a dungeon,

and a few days later she was
found murdered in her tooms
and all ber fine jewelry gone.
. Becker retnrned to New York
in 1876 and married a Brooklyn
» who has remained true to
m ever since., In 1877 he
robbed the Unlon Trust Com-
New York, of $64,225
of his famous fo

ny, of
Q nk':end ught with his
H ecks and was ca
ols s. He saved himself by tarn- | of
evidénce

ng State’s i
went abroad and left a trafl
f: es in Italy,

e m:!;td u; i!;l’:w York, but
Was cau w n a
1,000-franc note of &‘mni of

nce. one of thege
notes was seut to the bank it
was declared to be more artistie

than the original. He six
g g:m.

he
of

and a half years for

that often the
chagge cannot be detected with

{ glass. He al
e e T T e e
in and to the
hic de-

IS IT CUPID o8
Facis Abeut Marriage Set Porth
- a Gencalegiet.

Chiesre mh' i
“The marriages of a family are
a lpood ide to wo by in r
m niugﬁ: chune!cri:’t’k " paid
aml nnwiduiuhmluul tis to
n i "
w‘::u .Ey":m':ﬁ'm many old
miaid aunts and bachelor nncles
not to dally with ber first propo-
sal if she would not be an old
lieve that a girl's chances for re-
marriage, if widowed early, can
pretty accurately from
of her family iu this

respect.

b:;iut.t.iumiim
or cheek or chim

is to be tracedsth

be ju
the annals

ronghout am
eg&nhmﬂy.loth;dm of
the family tow Imh'.
seems to be handed down.
“"When in the course of my
work I am in doubt abont the

mm they are

Bl C 1.4 v
o carny s

qu’&'wu_l be the Tule with

are
plete with aecond and third

even fourth on the part
of widows amom.

. "Often it occurs that in fami-
lies of nine or more brothers and
sisters only two or three have
married and the descendants of
those twou or three displayed a
similar proneuess to clor-
hood and spinsterhood.

"Our family are not great on

ng,” a girl, one of four sin-
mers. remarked to me lately
regarding the family likenesses
she was showing all mtiped to-

re-
d

gether on one wall pane!
“And I could not but feel that
that array of contented looking
single entities among her kins-
people must exert some infl
on her own matrimonial pros-
pects. i
"Some fumilies display a
marked tendency to
their kinsfolk, or the
nections of
kinsfalk.

stances of men who have
three sisters successively to wife
and of women warrying their
brothers-in law and g

aw, or siepfath

same tendency to hu::d >
qvpfhzout agwin in
the line, In o.tﬁrhniliuli\::z
in the same neighborhood
environment not a instance
with relatidns or re-
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DEVOTED TO THE PROTECTION OF HOME AND THE l or THE .

maid herself. Likewise, I be.|

few
They are worth 75¢ to $1.00,
FANCY WAIST SILKS-A few
price, 78¢ to 3126, now oaly
WASH SILKS—Pretty line

THEY MUST

~ Our rule and custom to carry no trimmed Het
over gives you yeot an opportunity to please your:
self at s mere tsific of expense. While

we ore offortiat itul trimmod Hats ot

A A AR

Lsn't thet better tham to bave your

SAVING&-_EA!‘!K;"_'-'-" =

=P,

GASTONIA

L. & JENKINS, Pres. L. L. HARDIN, Cushier. .~ "

We're Selling
==FURNITURE==

The usexcelled quality of our Farniture

arriving almost daily.

Just received a large number of handsome
are going at the vight prive. :

Big line of Extension Tables,
Dining Room Chairs. .

Steads

and Leather Conches.

Always open to our friends.
our store.

Phone 211.

bottom prices is moving it out. We have the largest and moet
complete stock of Furniture ever seen ‘in Gastonta. New goods

See our line of Mattreases, Hall Racks, lenther Morls Chais,




