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-POINTS AND PARAGRAPHS
ON TOPICS OF THE TIMES.

Under this head will be printed from time 1o time
—th-uoiinmu Interest. ;n-ln,-mumm
books, magasines, n sct whetever we
&-l-bm‘ wﬁlun will lomu ;m:u- lﬂtt‘.vhﬂdutm
ers. somellmes will true, Baut Teason .
the Ip, of the views expressed, soch will have an element
Interest to make it a A as utte
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Needed Reform In Jury Selecting.
Progressive Farmer.

Equalize the number of challenges. Give the State the right
of appeal. These reforms ought to be discussed in the press and
on the platform throughout North Carolina, and the next general
Assembly should put them on our statue books. It is the painful
truth that our preseut system encourages crime, weakens respect
for law, fosters lynching, and wmenaces the peace and gafety of our
citizens. Let us still give the prisoner his twelve chances Lo oue
before the jury, but if the public is not to lose the power of self-
protection, it mnust be on an equal footing with the criminal in se-
lecting the jury and in righting the wrongs brought about by un-
just ruling or corrupt practices.

— _—

“Sheldon ldea’ in Journalam Successiul.
Charity aud Childres. _

More than a year ago one of the great newspapers of London,
the Daily News, adopted in a modified form, what is known in this
country as the "Sheldon idea” of journalism. The principal fea-
ture of the policy adopted by that staid old journal was the exclu-
sion of all reports of betting sports and all liquor advertisements

- from its columns. The first effect of the policy was heavy loss,
more than $100,000 worth of sdverlisements being withdrawn the
first year. Now, it is stated, the paper is prosperous and its cir-
culation is growing rapidly. The objectionable matter is exclnd-
ed on priociple, and not with a view to greater gin,the proprietor
believing that betting ou sports and the liquor traffic are an im-
moral alliance which is the source of great immorality. The suc-
cess of this experiment proves, once more, the truth of the old
axiom, that in che long run princicle will win.

The Prevaleace eof Musicipal Coerruptiva.
Richmood NewsLeader,

It is not risking much to assert that if any one wounld take the
trouble to collect the statistics bearing on the subject, it would bhe
found that corruption, ineficiency, neglect and rotlenness in great-
er or less degree constitute the rule in municipal governments
throughout the United States. One rarely picks up a newspaper
that he does not find support of that assertion. Every day nearly
appears some new candidate for notoriety in this line, The con-
 tamination seems to be constantly spreading. The stupendous
boodling unearthed in St. Louis, the giganti¢ system of graft Car-
ter Harrison referred o as obtaining in the Chicago city ball, the
wholesale "knock downs” that from time to time have been re-
yealed in New York, the unblushing blaekmailing and stealing
that have characterized Philadelphia, bu.t represent in
more glaring form and on the larger scale the opportunity offers,
what is going on in communities, big and little, all over the land,
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‘Never before In the history of this busl-

ness have we had such easy l."ll:f. “Our

“business has grown every day sinece we
Sy e e capacy ar ot oo

energy, an are .

ples which have brought this store to its

resent -:a.-ltude:‘ cnd‘wlll te its

Thomson Co.
The People’s Store Phone 46

.

B, Y, i, i, i, e, R, g, R, R, i, i, i,

!
'
)
f
s
S
)
J
,
'
§
'
!
'
y
)

s

-

ﬂ!‘l_..- ’ 1

-cqleci

| THE PHONE ON THE FARM.
Hall a Million lustalled in the

Last Five Years.
MNew Vork Sus.

The spread of what is known
as independent telephony, which
followed the running out of the
fundamental telephone
in this country, has had wmany
striking developments, but none
more remarkable than tbose
which bave given every farmer
io the land the chance to rig u
a telephone and thus put himse
in direct touch with the outer
world. The ubiquitous trolly,
running out into the rural regions
from the nearest urban centres,
has done much to change the
conditions of rural and a ultu-
ral life; but over and above all
the telephone is proving the in-
strumentality of what is,as a mat-
ter of fact, a new civilization.

Ouoly those who bave travelled
of late th
the great Middle States and of
those in the Northwest can have'’
the remotest idea of the manner
in which, finding the telephone
available and cheap, the farmer
has seized upon it with avidity,
and connected himself np with
sowme co-operative system in his
own ueighborhood or again,
with bolder effort, bas pushed
out and joined his own line with
the network of some adicini
vil . “The ve pri :f-
ple has in this way & a
new and striking exemplification
while the economic outcomes,
even at this early » ., are so
wide reaching that it is hard to
determiwe just where the effects
of this change will slox. .

It is estimated that during the
five years telephones have
been put into pearly half a mil-
lion rural homes. The farmer
finds that with the telephoues be
can keep in touch with the
market, selling bis produce or
live stock when guotations are
the most favorable.
By sparing himself and his
help useless trips back and forth
for the purpose of delivering his
prodycts, or of ascertaining the
status of the market, he now
saves & vast amount of time in
the conrse of the year. When
be is assnred by information
over the telephone that he can
sell to advaotage he loads “up
his wgﬁon and not till then.

As illustrating the advan
of keeping im touch with the
market, an incident in last year's
transactions in broom corp in
INinois is related. A prospective
rise in the market was preceded
t?: at activity on the part of

e

rokers,
putside began

Buyers from the
to clean up the broom com at
& tou, when a telephone mm?r
up the farmers om his
system and told them the market
was rapidly rising. The fesult
was that Before the season ended
they got $240 a tom for their
;:rop.ddgine farmer reports that
n on to getting nearly
double the usual.work out of his
teams,through their being saved
futile trips to market, he has
been enabled to do away with
the hire of two men, as he
could spend more time on his
farm and save the dimipisbed
output of the hand at work in his
a e.
Another farmer saved all his

buﬂdih byk;biilw able to sn::-
m from a nearby
to:-;i .J lr:u his neighbors

when a fire broke out. Stll
another, by gettlngeal A ysician
e

fatal.

It is now a common practice
for the country doctor to give
directions m teleph.ne . for

diagnosing and prederibing: In
Illinois l.?li speeches of a recent
political convention were listened
to by the farmers oun a rural

| system s they sat in their homes

from fifteen to thirty-six miles

away. Bein in  speakin
distance of {ls neighbor, .,J
only dt:il the I'l::llser h:il t; .b.;
sense personal security,

he knows that his helongings
are safer from molestation thao
they ever were before. The tele-
phone has been instrumental in
causing the arrest of many horse
thieves and outlaws and in some
districts the farmers have almost
broken up chicken stealing and
petty larceny by telephoning the
police and commission mer-
chants of their losses, and thus

enabling prompt arrests to be
made

That some women have in-
Tty

t phone ia
Mdﬁm the stories that crop
up from time to time of -the ex-

of these officers ¢! that one
of his inemen went jnto a house
to 1 t the telephome on a

m e ln Adeams county, Il
in a T, COn-

atenis | jn,

h the rural parts of | hig

mptly, saved 1 of his
3?{1 son, when the delay of
balf an hour would have ‘«u .

periences of the inspectors. Oone | has
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tentedl occupied
kuittin:. was the wife of the
subscriber to the system.

At first sight the lineman
thought she was wearing & novel
kind of head but a second
:hhuce di the fact that

¢ had tied the telepbone re-
ceiver to ber ear and was listen-
£ to every conversation that

over the wire.
Aunother woman wanted to go
on an errand soine distance down
the wvil street, 80 she took
the receiver off the hook, and
left it on the table near the

tor that if her baby began to cry
she was to call her up at the
grocer's.

An innovasion in the use of
the telepbone which promises to
be the vogue is already very pop-
ular, The local grocer
butcher, realising that time is
mouey, pays for the monthly
rent of the tglephohm o:’ lg of
customers who spen at
bis store daring the mouth, or
makes a corresponding discount
for a smaller expendi-
ture, He finds that in the in-
lcteuﬁd amon:t of budueuem‘n’;
ng through the greater ease
unnlminfh orders, and the re-
duction in his staff of order men,
he can well afford to thmw. in
the telephone service, which
furthermore a splendid
advertisement for his store,

In the early days of the rural
telephone the farmers were con-
tent to utilize their fence wires
for intercommunication, and in
ma districts, in
the Western Stutes, this metbod
s0 reduced the cost of installa-
tion as to enable many commu-
nities to have a ly cffect-
tive service, which otherwise
would have had to go without
any. Bat the farmers are be-
coming more fastidions. They
now waut good service and they
aﬂ‘:rgning- it. od
systems ewployed range
from a single line, with from
three or four to a dozen imstru-
ments con , 10 compre-
hensive systems covering entire
counties and haviog bundred of
patrons. For instance, in

G?v“rjl county, Ohio, wear
[ Cl and, where there is a
population of about 14,000, there | edu.

are over 1,000 patrons, the num-
ber in each township n
from ﬁftytomrlylour hun i
Great attention 15 paid to toll
service, and the best construc-
tion and apparatus are insisted
ob as being in the long run the
most L

o by by b oo
rural exchange in Few
Lnd., i acvemty v st
eTs, om are .
the most distant being about
seventy miles. . When a ﬁ%'h
neighborhood line with a
iuatr.:hr;:.n:.a a!itlcbed is desired a
swite s mot mnecessary.
The subscribers signal each

combina of rings.

So easy has the organization
of rural telephone systemis be-
come that it is safe to predict
tbat within a very few the
mn&oﬂ of the Q.W,Clﬁ farmevs
said to yet unprovided with
telephone service will have fol-
lowed the example of their more
enterprising rethren and
brought themselves within touch
of clvilization. If any commu-
nity wishes to install n .
no matter how limited, has
ouly to communicate with a
reputable ioatallation firm to re-
ve the fullest and the clearest

about it.
A favorite :uethod of organiz-
iughglm farmers to form
partne P Or co-operative
(pputual) companies for-the fur-
e R
ity in whie su

live. Sometimes the service is
fornished by nearby telephone
excha running
rural cts.

*In some places setvice cannot
be {Ivu by c“f compaunies. In
such case, the farmers can form
themselves into a company,
subscribers for the stock om pro
rh.h o.;“ other H.l' and i:‘mn
the em, mmuniog & direct
line from their switchboard to
that of the nearest town or eity
exchange. This- is  called the
community system, the heart of
which is small switchboard,
from which radiate in different
directions the lines to which the
various subscribers’ telep

are attached,

F'{’he b{ .%i:gd“:‘:.i State

air ay lh'l15
with ot.ph'-' largest attendance in
ita history.

Cuy L. Bush of Washingion
been appointed bavk exam-
iner for North and South Cato-
lina to succeed Mr. Waler R,
Henry of Charlotie who recent]
resigned at
Comptroller
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RAKES AND MOWERS.
gill have some McCormick Mowers sud Rakes tobesold
BUGGIES AND HARNESS.
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