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THE GROWTH OF*A CHURCH.

A Condessed Historical Sketch
of Mein Street Mathodist
Church From lIts Inception to
the Present.

The past week has been a
wemorable one iu Methodist
circles in Gastonia, the occasion
being the dedication of the hand-
some church edifice erccted by
the coogregation of the Main
street church. Iu view of this
fact a brief resume of the history
and work of this church may not
be inappropriate at this time.

Loog before (astonia was
even a viIIq,Le Methodism was
represented here by some ex-
horter, class leader or travelliog
preacher. Sometime duriog the
early forties there was organized
a Metbhodist society known as
Shiloh, located in the eastern
part of the town near the pres-
ent site of the Modena mill.
This was the second society
organized in the county, the
first being Bethesda church,
located some five miles south
east of lown. Shiloh more than
held its own for upwards of a
quarter of a century. About
two years before the outbreak of
the civil war the sharp agitation
then rife in the country caused
a split in this church, with the
result that in 1859 or 1860 sev-
eral union sympathizers with-
drew fellowship trom the
church, It appears that at this
date the church bad only 25 or
30 regular members, though the
attendance was always large.

During the '70s there was
opened up on these pgrounds
what was kuown as Shiloh

- g - — -

to the present. Shiloh asachurch

came tv an eud about the sum-
mer of 1881. By this time the
old academy had been built and
the Metbodist congregation wor-
ship there till abont 1885, when
the brick church was built. At
this time Gastonia bad grown to
be a ueat little village.

The first substantial M. K.
Church South built here was the
brick church erected at the
corner of Main street and Qak-
land avenue during the pastor-
ate of Rev. S. J. McLeod 1mn
1884, ‘The buildivg was com-
pleted in 1885 under the pastor-
ate of Rev. J. B, Carpenter and
was dedicated by Bishop W. W.
Duncaun in 1888. The cost of
this strmcture was about $1,200.
So great was the eohancement
in value of this property that at
the time it was torn down to
make room for the present hand-
some structure it was worth fonr
tines its original cost. It was
vot until 1895 that the Main
street church was made a sta-
tion, this being dnring the fourth
year of the pastorate of Rey. C,
M. Cappbell. It was also under
his ministry that the present
parsonage was built at a cost of
$2.500. With its beginning as a
station ncw life wus infused ioto
it along all lives and from then
till. now the history of the
chnrch has been ove of marvel-
ous spiritual and material
growth and progress.

Rev. C. M. Campbell was suc-
ceeded by Rev. W. M. Bagby
who came to the church in 1896,
His three years' pastorate were
years of great unsefuluess. His
encrgies were directed, during
his first year's pastorate, to the

camp-gronnd. A Jarge brosh

building of a Methodist high

MAIN ST. METHODIST CHURCH.

Beyond my highest joy
I prive her heavenly ways,

Her sweet communion, solemn vows,
Iler hymns of love and praise.

arhor was erected to accommo-
date the large crowds that as-
sembled annually for the meet-
ing. The fame of this camp-
meeting ground spread far and
pear 1o the extent that within a
few years it drew attendance
from all over Gaston, Liucoln,
Cleveland, Catawba, Mecklen-
burg and other adjoining coun-
ties and evén from South Caro-
lina. Inthe '50s Shiloh charch,
then a little log building, was
burned but so great was the
zeal of the members that !:I:ey
rebuilt it within a week's time.
This building stood till about
1881,

* Before the war the services
were conducted largely by ex-

school with the result that a
commodious two-story six room
brick building was erected and
furnished at a cost of uearly
$4,000. ‘I'his building was sub-
sequently sol Ito the town and
is now used asthe central grad
school. In-18Y7 he conceiv
the idea of extending Methodism
in Gastonia and built the West
End church at a cost of $1,200.
After having served the church
for three years Mr. Buﬁhy was
succeeded by Dr. G. « Det-
wiler. The work already inau-
gnrated was carried forward by
Dr, Detwiler. He gave great
service Lo the school, a renewed
impetus to the church, and
crowned his work bere by build-

THE OLD BUILDING.
18841900,

The tread of many a noiseless foot
That sought thy aisles, is o'er.

horters and class leaders with an
occasional sermon by a travel.
ing preacher. It was then
" of the old Lincoln cir-
cuit which embraced a score or
more of chorches and a territory
now covered a score of
preachers, During the '70s and
8 part of the '80¢ Gastonia was a
part of the Dallas circnit, which
embraced  Dallas, Concord
church, Kelly’s Chapel, Land.
'fh Chapel, Lowell, Gastonia,
and Betbiesds. Most of these or-
gunizations have remained intact

‘S .

church, The corner stone of
this strocture was laid in May,
1900, and the building was rapid-

formally opened for public wor-
ship on Sunday, lhc:,mnh. 1900,

preached by
can who dedicated the ol d

Tnesday night by Dr, John C.

noled.

ing a magnificent $20,000

ly pushed to completion, being
The om“* sermon was

ishop W. W. Dun-
church. He was followed on

Kilfo. who preached vne of the

DEVOTED TO. THE PROTECTION OF HOME AND THE !
) GASTONIA,

Daring bis ininistry Dr. Det.
wiler adscd Inrghely to the mem-
bership of the church and raised,
im addition to the $20,000 which
representstbe cost of the church,
a Twentieth Centnry fund of
more thav $1,000. It was the
pleasure of this church to enter-
tain the annual conference in
the fall of 1901. Dr. Detwiler
was sncceeded by Dr. H. F.
Chreitzberg who came here in
November, 1901, The same con-
ference scnt to the West End
and Ozark churches Rev. John
H. Bradley, who greatly bnilt
up the West End congregation
and built a new $1,000 frame
church building at the Ozark
mill. Dr. Chreitzberg gave the
church two years of service,
The present pastor of West End
and Ozark cburches is Rev. J.
W. Ingle.

Rev. E. L. Boin wasappointed
to the pastorate of this church
in Novewber, 1903. In seven
mouths' service he has shown
bimself a preacher of power and
consecration and has labored
diligently for the spiritual and
material good of the church
Within the two quarters just
closed, that is within six months,
he has lignidated the indebted-
ness on the varsonage, (there
bas bLeen no indebtedners on the
church since the day of its open-
ing in Decein.er, 1900), an
amouut of $3,600. Besides this
there has been rasied during the
quarter just ended for other
church purposes $3,490, in ad-
dition to which $1,400 is pledged
to be paid by November, which
will make a grand total for the
year of $7,400. In six years this
church _has raised for all pur-
poses $40,650, an average of
$6.775 per year.

‘I'he memb.rship of the three
Methodist churches is as fol-
lows: Main Street, 350; West
End, 227; Ozark, 169; makiog a
total of 746. F.ach clhiurch has a
I'Iourilhing Sunday school and
other auxilliary socicties.

The board of Stewards of Main
Street church is as follows: J. I,
Separk, chairman, J. K. Dixon,
treasurer, R. B. Babiugton, sec-
retary, A. R. Anders, Geo. A.
Gray, B. T. Morris, S. M. Mor-
ris, C. M. Nolen, R. P. Raunkin,
J. A. Glenn, W. II. Jenkins.

BISHOP WILSON'S SERMON.

Dedication o Methodist Church
Witnessed by Large Congrega-
tion — Splendid Sermen by
Bishep Wilson.

The large auditorinm and the
Supday schoul room .of Main
Street Methodist church were
filled Sunday morning before
the hour for dedication services
to begin. Bishop A. W. Wilson
of Baltimore preached a magnifi-
cent sermon and rcad the dedica-
tory service. A pleasing feature
of the occasion was a duet by
Capt. Robert L. Durham of
Spartanburg and Miss Mamie
Chreitzberg of Winston-Salem.
Bishop Wilson's text was
Matt, 22, 37-40, which is the re-
ply of Jesus to the Pharisaical

Master had put the Sadducees
to silence and who thereupon
came to him and in a casnistic
spirit enquired, " Master, which
is the at commandment in
the lawg"l‘he Bishop said that,
because this was a crucial ques-
tion among the Jewish legalists,
it i probable the passage in the
tenth chapter of Luke, althongh
the subject of conversation be-
tween Jesus and a certain lawyer
is the same as that recorded
here, refers to an altogether dif-
ferent incident.

toric setting to his text RBishop
Wilson entered upon a noble dis-
cussion of the primacy and su-

macy of love, showing that
ack of all law, ceremonial or
morel, love was the element
which gave it its worth. Lawis
a device for repressing evii, and
he who loves God with all his
heart and soul and-mind lives in
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Em ound sermons for which he

THERE IS NO SUBSTITUTE

ll'nr who had heard how the IP:‘ his h"u pmecdfd to smoke be b

After giving a Juminons his- | °f
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no law.

c

fully. Whatever the outward
expression may be on the part
of the child and however child-
isli the love, yet the father de-
lights in It. So God dylights in
his children'slove and in loving
bis children. We do not want
to analyze love, we want lo rev-
cl in it.

. _However limited his capabil-
ities, the man wbho Joves Cod
with all the strength of heast
and mind and soul he has,
pleases God, and shall ‘be able
somnctime to comprehend with
Inll saints God's immeasurable
ove.

A large congregation was
present at the closing service
Sunday evening to bear Dr. G.
H. Detwiler, a furmer pastor of
the church, and the rrim moy-
er in the erection of the baild.
ing dedicated on that day. His
text was Deuteronomy 33, 27,
“"I'he eternal God is thy refuge
and underueath thee are the
everlasting arms.” I'he sermon
was an eloguent and earvest dis-
conrse and was listened to with
rapt allemlion by the cntire au-
dience,

At the morning service hand-
ROINC souvenir programs, con-
taiviog balf toue cuts of the old
gd.;ew churches, were distri-

ted,

TO THE GANG FOR CONTEMPT.

Charleite Negro Wanted (o
Smoke and Wear His Hat In
the Presence of the Court.

Cuarlofte Chronicle, fith.

Lawyers may say what they
please of a Superior Conrt judge
and a uewspaper editor may
impugn the motives of a United
States Court judge without suf-
fering the pcnalty of an at-
tachment for contempt of cou
bat the gawne cannot be pla
with impunity in the recorder’s
court of Charlotte. A negro
who was adjudged in coatempt
of court this morning was sent
to the chain-gang for 30 days, in
addition to another septence of
equal lecgth for disorderly con-
dnct.
The prisoner who was made
to fecl the power of the law is
Sain McDonald, colored, wﬁo
was in the recorder's court to
answer a charge of disorder)
conduct. ‘The pegro met Of-
ficer Brown last night and acted
as if he would like to walk over
the policeman. When Officer
Brown spoke to McDonald, the
negro replied:
“Damn you, I would as soon
walk over you as anybody elge.”
When the policeman at-
tempted to place McDonald un-
der arrest, the negro resisted,
and it was not until assistance
way called that the obstreperous
prisoner was placed behind the
ba{; I:t thti:e ice s!.:!.ilatl‘.:‘t ixh
en negro was brought
out for trial tﬂ morning, he
tovk his seat among the other
isoners, and without remov-

a cigarette, When ordered to
rle,tnove his hat‘;ud throw nw:y
the cigarette, the ne e
insolently to the umrﬁ. .ggief
Irwin then took a haud in the
affair and ordered the negro
taken from the room. But Sam
had no idea of going—at least
not ontil after a struggle. After
a little confusion, two or three
officers succeeded in taking him
lack to a cell, where he re-
mained until the cases against
the prisoners had heen disposed

When hrought back into the
court room, McDonald was sen-
tenced to the chain-gang for 30
days for disorderly conduct last
night. The sculence, was re-
ceived with indifference, the
negro remarking that he would
"fix things" when he got off the
roads.

Hendache Powders Dangerous.
Newark, N. J., News,

Less than a year ago a youug
woman in Warren Connty was
fatally poisoned by taking head.
ache powders, and in Camden
this week a little child was killed
by it parent, who, with the best
intentions, gave it a powder to
enre {t of the headache. 'The
drug market is full of beadache

owders of every description.

he great majority of them are

ope or more of the medicinal
products of coal tar. There lan
large variety of these products,

doctor’s order or advice.

a different on from its ope-
rations. Agsinst such there is

God’s fatherly love for his
ildren was described beanti-

composed wholly or io part of

but their wae is dangerous ex-
cepting under the advice of
competent physteisos. Nearly |
evc;r oucﬁol them, il not l!‘:
e variety, acts o t prrmanent

heart, at time)-u with fatal results, } somuch - Wl the oaly one
and for this reason should be .

taken or administered only by a
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Mr. Oscar Torrence bas pur-
chased a new boggy—what next?
There will be something doing
ere the “flossy” leaves of the
“lhcih.:nl " tree casts its foilage

s fall.

Mi. Geo. M Howell has sold
over on¢ hundred dozen onions
this spring. Mr, Howell has the
fincst onjons in this part of the
vineyard. He has set out some-
thing like 2,500 sweet potsto
sprotits and will set out sbout
one thousand more.

Col. R. D. Martin has received
a very urgent letter from the
American Humane Society re-
questing him to nize a band

county; there is no
fee. Adl iuterested in the work
of prevention of cruelty to ami-
mals are requiested to write to
him at once. Let a man spri
into the public viewand he
beseiged with all sorts of re-
quests for charitable purposes.
Our Union Grove brethren
held a baptising mear Mr. I,
Frank ‘s Sabbeth even-
ing; q a large crowd was
there to see the ceremony.
Mr, John A. Morrow has been
quite sick this week,
The law gives the first 20 dayy
of June as the limit for listing
taxes; failure to list is punish-
able by double taxation; read
oA il the
. enry atterson,
ifted editor of the “Courier
ourual” has sent us his address

takes vp 13 columns of the Cour-
ier Journal and requests an ex-
change. The address was de-
livered in St. Louis at the
World’s Press Parliament and
International Press Congress.
Our esteemed contemporary is
mistaken, we do not occupy an
editorial chair. '
The following have been sent
us by the United States depart-
ment of Agriculture for the li-
brary: Wide-tire laws for road
vehicles; The vh‘:iiil:gbei:d; Rus-
sian m“h; t m.
part 1, pages 1-100; the hosg-
dustry, part 1I, pages 101-199;
the b industry, part 111, pages
m—z;g; Egyptian ecotton cunl-
ture; The Arnzoma date :
Total volumes in library on ag-
ric;,lture June 1, 492,
e suggest
Aycock and Hon.
Durham be in.the automobile
during the parade July 2; let all
other automobiles in the connty
ere.

Mr. C. W. Lindsay, a drumn-
mer of High Point, died sudden-
ly in the police station at Char-
lotte Saturday afternoon of heart
disease, superinduced by drunk-.
enness,

IT COSTS YOU NOTHING.

J. H. Keanedy lcc.'llthn

Your Meney If Mi-o-na Decs Net
Care You. :

There are hundreds of people
i‘:a G'.;imi. who mb‘:lot |ltbc
rasL t surprised « t
read in "THE GAZRTTE" tlm?f
H. Kennedy & Co. are selling
Mi-o-na on a yuarantee to re.
fund the money in case it did
not cure, This marvelous dys-
pepsia rnucdr will cure the
worst case of .

ache, dizziness "or the geveral

every one suffering . with
stomach tronble,

‘

ercises at Jones » much
to our regret, as we wished to
feast our eyes and ears om the
preity gisls and their entertain-
ment and be prepared to write
The largest crowd present

‘Semi iu several
mibled these o Tmﬁ'ﬂ
this week to witness the closing

e that
the declamations, recitations

Complete line iu the newest designs,

Corsets, Hoslery, Un

GAUZE VRSTS—8¥cto fSceach,
SLIN UNDERWRAR—~Complete Jine from 25e
Trimmings.
Oriental laces, all widths and prices. .
Silk and wash bands, 10c, 15¢, 25¢,
New vals and torchon, Sc, 7¢, 10e, 15
Embroideries, yard, 3)¢ec, Se, 10¢, 1S¢, 20¢, 25¢,

Dress Goods and Wuhl‘

1S¢, 20c, PScand wp.

of mercy in Gastonia or Gaston
initiation’

sheer and light for summer

90c, $1.00. "‘ *..
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Ladies’ Furnish

WHEN .YOU GO AWAY
cles such as Vielet Ammonis,
Bath Teblets, Talcum Powders,
Spenges, Bath Mits, Flesh
Brushes, Tolict Soapa, Smeliing
when you go away on vacation.
Remember them and us

;fore you leave. £
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