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THE RUSSIAN OFFICER. |

A “Splendid Fellow, a Oreat,
Fullblooded Man" — Ao Intl-
male Skeich of Aim.

Charles R, Hunds ln the London Mail.
Mukden, Manchuria, May 12,

—I1 traveled half way across the

world with the Russian officer—

a trainload of him from the gen-

eral officer down to the jumior

subaltern—and by the time yon
reach the other end of the Si-
berian Railway you know some-
lhin: of your fellow passenger.

I have lived with him in a
smelly base town through .he
dreary longueurs of the con-

centration of warfare, 1

have eaten h him the ill-

cooked food of the teunth-rate

Eastern hotel, and drunk with

him the sweet champagne of far

Eastern conviviality. [ have

talked politics with him and

cookery and religion. I have
layed chess with him and done
deals with him, and E}:rd

vint with him—which is

of the fourth dimension. It

true I have seen nothing of him

—out with his men in the open,

and the other fellows on the

skylioe, but that is " neither his
fault nor mine. Nevertheless, |
have seen epough of bim to
think that I konow him drrtttr
well, And he is a splendid fel-
low, a great, grand, big-hearted
fall-blooded mau, and for friend
and comrade as good as I either

hope or desire ever to 8.

‘There are some 8, versts of

linc between Moscow and Har- | his

bin, and I estimate that the acts
of kindness, consideration and
courtesy extendeéd to me by my
officer fellow passengers aver-
aged one to every verst of the
journey.

I was an absolute stranger to
eyery onc on the train, utterly
unknown and speaking scarce a
word of the impossibl: Russian
language, but on the first day
out the three officers aboard who
spoke English come to me and
introduced themselves, and
nearly all the remaioder tuok
paius to let me known that they
spoke French or man, Cr
both, Some of them took inm-
finite trouble in trying to teach
me Russian, .

There was a general officer of
high distinction with whom I
had exchaoged but a few words
oa the journey, since he spoke
no language but Russian. But
at Irkutsk he put himself to no
cnd of personal trouble to have
a place found for we in the next
Trans-Baikal train.

The Russian officer is a gen-
tleman. But what is more, he
is a gentleman au naturel., He
is a man as well as a gentleman,
and his gentlemanliness is of the
rich lustre of the polish that on-
ly a rough surface can take, He
is without trace of affectation or

. Iu all the Russian officers
have met I have never en-
countered a siogle example of
the family—the curled darling of
the Tashionable regiments of the
omamental armies. Perhaps it
is because there are too many of
him to gimuﬂln a class
= e officers of an army
:z:irunl up into millions can
hardly lock upon themselves as
a little ultra-fashionable set with
special social privileges.
¢ Russian army officer is
vety much like the American
army officer, Ridiculous anom-
that anything in the great
estern democracy should seem
to bear a resemblance to any-
thing in the great Hastern an-
tocracy. But it is true.

Although in the United States
there is not much of an army
for a man to belong to, while in
Russia is not much else,
soldiering in the two countries
has at least this much in ecom.
mon—that in both it offers a
career which the man of enter-
zdu and ambition need not

In America it is sufficieutly
well paid to make it worth the
while of the competent man
whom the limitations of com-
mercial life do not . In
Russia, as yet, the commercial

life does not e thcnls:'ue

man opportunities,
m mw to bis im-
agination in Ruossia

is Ju its iofancy still, The as-
mhﬂouolngﬂb- still cliug

A

in the | of \be nation,
Ao’ s e i
controls a vast en c

mnnmwdxn ¢ national
wealth, is withosit standing or
neqnll.lm‘ except among his
wo ¢lass. In fact the grester
ah commercial success, the
wreater suspicion (hat his father
was a pheasa a Jew or a
mf-ﬂmg:' '"'".&f'"m
pro same

and advantages as in Western

c* the Russian of
ndc::l.v‘ud character

-'_1. F & i sk

and ambition there is always the
ann! and  only the: army,
Soldiering is tbe largest and
most important of the pational
employmeots—t h ¢ ptaple in-
dustry, so to speak, of the
country, with all the sense of
dignity and real importance that
attaches to the staple industry,
It offers a career, and a real and
satisfying career; end it offers,
morcover, all the attractions of
the larger, more spacious life,
such as appeal to the Ruxsians,
who have not yet become a
nation of town dwellers. It
shows them the world as mo
other army, not even onr own,
sees it—the adventure of distant
frontier lines, the strange sights
of old civilizations end old Lt-
barisws.

You may find amon
sian officers here and there a prig
and here and there a boor, but
he will be one only amoug thou-
sands. ver and wherever
you may chance to encounter
a Russian officer you may safely
make sure that you will ind him
a henlthy miaded, hearty gentle-
man, brimming over with good
humor and good s‘irlu. with
the cheerfulest and kindest in-
terest in yourself and your af-
fairs, that makes you feel after
an honr's casual acquaintance as
thouﬁh you had known him all

the Rus-

your life.
When you are introduced to
bim—and even when you are

not- he grips you by the hand
iu the heartiest way, tells you
uame, joins with the most
perfect frankness in whatever
dincussion is going on, without
the slightest trace of affectivn or
self-consciousness. ‘He has
bealthy hunger at meal times,
and whether the food be good or
bad—in the far East it is almost
iavariably bad—he eats it all.
When be takes a glass of “vodka
or wine he drinks it at a draught,
When be laughs it is great,
hnhh{. hearty laughter, and
when he is angry it is great,
bealthy, hearty anger that he
shows. A cheerful, healthy,
hearty, full-blooded man getting
all there is out of life—a good
lover, a hater, and a fine
fellow all round. You see him
at his best, perhaps, when he is
with other officers on account of
the perfect camaraderie and en-
tire absence of restraint that
mark the social intercourse of
officers of all grades. A little
group of them round a dinner
table are as light heartedly hap-
Py as a hunting party, and you
see a graysbea old gen-
and a boyish lieutenant
ted together at the same
cheerful supper table with such
a perfect frank understanding in
their e:uundleriz‘ th;: ‘ x’llie
younger man lac nothing in
deference and the senior noth-
ing in digoity,

It is 1 lonely, frost-bound
posts in Siberia, in the isolation
of stations among Central Asian
tribes along the frontiers, where
the companionship of one’s own
kind means so much more than
it is realized to mean in cities,
that this ?irit of camaraderie is

and developed. And in the
Americzn army the same resalt
comes from somewhat similar
conditions.
But of the Russian officer as a
fighting man I am unable to
speak because I know nothing.
He is too good a man to be any-
thing but a good soldier—of that
I am certain, But asto the man-
ner in which his qualities trans-
late themseives into terms of war
know no more than [ know of
the fighting planet Mars, I know
Eh"l lil is blood-colored and that
is all.
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Ior His Horse Toaken Seen Al

tor the Wae.
Durham Dispalk.

At least one Confederate sol-
dier in this county is to recover

the price of taken by
the Union mwjy after
the surrender, Under the act of
: ':lnlznrch u;mnm, 1,
y rham, receive

of & borse, saddle and
by th e Yankee
troops, He sent in his claim,
and after consi e corres-
nndﬂu and filing of & ce
bas received & voucher from
the ment, which means
he Lrl $10S from the United
States Treasury.
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DEVOTED TO

“THE A. ¢ N. C. RAILROAD.
Alleged Terms of the Varieus

Ofters to Lease.
Raleigh Times.

Although no official statement
can be secured as to the termg
of the several offers to lease the
A. & N. C. Rallroad, now in the
hands of the Governor, it is said
that they are substantially as
follows : The meetivg to take
np the lease propositions takes
place at New Dern next Thurs-
‘h‘{‘.hs. ber 1st :

.The Philadelpbia syndicate's
bid is something like 5 per cent
for a fifty-year term. It is mot
yet known whether it will com-
ete its offer. The Atlantic
silway Company has put up a
ﬁumntec of $100,000 and so
R. 8, Howhnd, of Ashevyille.
Ihe local syndicate has not yet
filed its bid, but if it does so it
gll IP'MG’ ly be on iuondav.

owlaud’s proposition is not so
in point of rental as that of
the Atlnl?uu: R.aﬂw:g‘ and aver-
ages a lit over cent
for something like 90 rl:e:n. be-
ing for a term which will end at
the same time asthe legse of
the North Carolina Railway to
the Southern so that both these
leases would fall in together,
Howlaud's proposition is to pay
the reotal and interest on the
bonded indcbtednc:i laxes, and
the cost of maintaining the or-
g.nluxion of the A

orth Carolina Railway,
does not cover any extension of
the road. The lease to Howland
is said tobe a valuable one be-

op that section and the road as
well; that be is able to do these
things and that in orderto inake
:l':: money he would have to do

m.
The proposition made by the
Atlantic Railway Company is
for an cxtension, snd the rental
rate is something like 6 cent
on a 50-year basis. It is lared
that there is really much more
opposition to any lease at all
that has been made public; that
is not by its stockholders, but by
people living along the line of
the road. There is considerable
inquiry for stock of the road,
there must be some specula-
tiog io it. The highest sale re-
m&eﬂ officially is said to have

0 made during the present
week at $55 a share. It is de-
clared that the stock is really
worth $75 a share. No one can
tell what may ha during the
next few days; wg:t new bids
will be made, what changes pro-
posed, or what bids withdrawn.

IMPORTED ELANDS.

Seuth Alrica Game (o be Intre-

duced in the Seathwest,
Yorkville Buquirer.

The introduction of elands
ioto this country is likely to be
attempted before long, the De-
partment of Agriculture having
iven its approval to the idea.
I that is needed is money

mﬂe. The animals which are
lum 0" all »
would be very valuable in the
desert regions of the Southwest
as a source of meat supply.
They require almost no water,
are accostomed to
tlgmulm and are quite tract-
able.

The eland is nearly six feet
high at the shoulder when full
ro-n and weighs 1,600 pounds.
t is not particolarly swift (ng-
like most of its

a man can, sometimes overtake
it by running. Its flesh is con-
ed a delicacy. Commonly
it browses in herds in the water-
lesa deserts of South Afries, to
which it is a native, its ability
to get aleng for months to-
gether without water being a

:ﬁ’m" Y el -
moisture derived from succn

plants, such as the wild water-

]
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& | having taken the

cause it is not doubted that be | tion
at once proceed to devel-|;

which Congress will be asked to | best

for | vinew of this type, either wi

congeners), snd | I
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Is sa Oyerdose of Love sa the
Hesbead’s Part Eguivaleat to
Craelty?

Philadelphia Ingutrer.
Divorce courts bave prod
operaton bet e e
we
say that t.fn most - astonish

It is editorially stated in
w l"ut’tittth ‘.
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m o of the woman. It seems
certain to the n udiced man
who has the course of

divorce cases for
that the same reason

not been generally esmn’d.
We leave it to busban even
to those who are und.r fire,
they will not state v
udiced -‘Pll'l‘ t

ﬁ of their wives
anted, that
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A recent soc
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wrote a on
ject: "Why are divorces
much more commont now tham
formerly?” He failed to mention
the fact that women now ﬁ
everything they want, while t
husband is nol permitted to use
even moral suasion to
his own iuterests. Has it ever|w
struck this man that the divorce |m
problem came up at the very|am
time whec the busbands gave
beating their wives? It used
be that a man who married
woman had a
'hu:f in her. ! ¢
g“ct ac:nmu.dnh:: t'l':‘d a
se or , aod w ings
d:’ not go :rght be administered
t
ﬂ?ﬁ‘;ﬁ:n“-hﬂ d for the good
o irit an t
of the punished. It hurt him
much more to beat his wife than
to take a licking himself, but he
did it in a spirit of self-a -
tion, which had most admira
resn .

In these days when a maa
cannot knock his wife down
without unfavorable comment,
it is natural that there is
ty of discipline. It would ap-
pear that the good old days are
gone foreyer.
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Board will run from five 1o seven dollars

The United States
;eunt of hAgrsjcuhuu is
ng the Scop gra
with & view to determieing ¢
vuietliu. &n‘??oda cul- kilhctr.
tare, ning, ning, etc., an
well mb:tnm towvltich t
fruit can be put. One of
featares of this in
which is considered of pa
importance is the loeltlu&
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in c?ui“u“' % are known
excel in veness,
color or quality of fruit,
some other important
In this 'wnnuﬂon. the
Bareau of
has the
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culturist of the
» who
charge, will be
Teports on suc

lul.cncc '::ﬂk thd tr:i:: 2.
ng e 1€~
gardlog

!

sroey e Bbps g semaru s .y

them tn‘(.lﬂtb; points of it
merit t been
m'td in them, .‘“ 4
Correspondence rega n
uemm shonld be gul;mu!

ed to
the  Viticulturist for exawming-
tion, without cost to the sender.

In the Neck.
Liberty. Kan ., Rxpress.

Jess Pinkston's meck was as
stiff as an old ax handle the first
of thiy week, the direct cause
of which, 3t is universally
thonght .was too much arm pres-
siite,

i oy
R Lo g i
Madison counmty auy additionsl R g 3
reward of §150 for the arrest of ’

John Pate, of Ildhonmi ::z
some wee wa

brutally kﬂd . John ,éww-
der In that couaty.




