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TREASURY DEPARTMENT.
Oftice of Comptroller of (he Curreacy.
WasumingTox, D. C., DRCEMERR 30, 1904,
Whereas, by satisfactory evidence prescuted to the under-
sigued, it bas been wade to appear that The Citizens Nationsl
Bank of Gastonia, located in the town of Gastonia, in the county
of Gaston and State of North Carolina, has complied with a!l the

- provisions of the Statutes of the United States, required to be com-

plied with before au ussuciation shall be authorized to commence

the busginess of Bauking;

Now therefore I. Thomas P. Kane, Deputy and Acting

Comptroller of the Currency, do hereby certify that the Citizens
National Bauk of Gastonia, located in the town of Gastonia, iu the
county of Gaston and State of North Carolina, is authorized to
commence the business of Banking as provided in Section fifty-one
Itndred and sixty-nine of the Revised Statutes of the United States.

In testimony whereof witness my band and Seal of office this

CURRENCY MHIRKAT
RzAL oF THRE COMPTROLLER
OF TUR CURRKNCY
TAKASUAY LEPARTMENT.

A GREAT NAVY YARD.

Seven Theussad Mea Employed
ot Newpert News—Something
Abeut the Ships New Being
Bailt There for Uncle Sam.

To tne Wditer of the Gasetts:

U. S. S. lowa, Newport News,
Va., Dec. 28th—We are now in
dock at the Newport News

‘'ship yard prepartory to joining

the fleet next week in Ham
Roads. The docks in New
York are the ouly Government
docks oo the Atlantic Coast
la enough to hold a battleship
and as was no chance of
docking all the battleship in
New York navy rlﬂl the navy

ment was ‘orced to send
the Missouri and lowa here to
dock in order to bave them
ready for the winter manoen-

vers. .
*  The shipyard here is probably

the leading owe in the world,
especially when it comes L to
men-of-war. The ships buildivg
here for Uncle Sam alope aggre-

?le more than one-hondred
thousand tons.

Among the ships buildin
here are the fourteen.thousand-
ored cruisers, “l"‘llnd
and West Virginia, both of
which are ready to go in com-
mission. The fifteen-thousand-
ton battleship Virginia and the
ten-thousand-ton cruiser
Charleston are about completed
while the two sixteen-thousand-
ton battleships Louisiana and
Minnesota are more than half
finished. More than a dozen
submarine torpedo  boats of
the lake type are being built here
und will probably be sent to
either Russia or Japan., An
Austrian steamer is now leading
two of them. There are also a
number of ferryboats of the
latest being built for
New York harbor. Nearly ail
the ships building bere are from
2% to nearer complction
than thelr sister ships which are
building at other ship yvards.
Rvery ship built here has ex-
ceeded in 3 the sister
ship.built at Cramp’s and the
Un&;n fron Works and

{

the.

Thirtieth day of December, 1904,

‘I'. P. KANL,

Deputy and Acling Comptroller of the
Currency.

Company expects to do the

same thing with the ships now
building. There are seven
thousand men employed in the
yard, four thousand of whom are
colored. ; o0
Special preparations are now
being made for laying the keels
of the arimored cruisers North
Carolina and Montana, They
are to be sister ships of 14,500
tons. Their length will be 502
feet and they will have 73ft
beam. The Newport News
Company is tobuild the shins for
something less than $4,000,000
each, but this does not include
armor and armament. By the
timc the ships are commissioned
the North Carolina will have
cost the government more than
seven million dollars. The
contract calls for a speed of
twenty-two knotts an hour. Her
batt will consist of four 10
ioch B. L. R. ns mounted in
E:i" in eliptical countre-
lanced turrets, two forward
and two aft: sixteen 6-in, B. L.
?. guos; tweulty-lg.o ::l-m rapid
re guns; twelve 3-pdr. ma
fire guns and several nuufl,z
automatic guns, with two field

guns.

The battery of the North
Carolina alone will cost as much
as the Union lron Work re.
ceived for the Oregon,
her complement will be double
that of famous battleship.
She is to be fitted as a &nhrp
and her tonnage will be greater
than the flagships of Sampson
;?d.dSehley at Santiago com-

ned.

Other ships of the same class
being built for the government
are the Tennessee and Wash-
ington. They are the only
Cruisers ever desigued to carry
10-in. guns.

U. S. 8. Iowa, North Atlantic
Meet, Humpton Roads, Va.,
Jan. 7th—Nearly all the ships of
the fleet have assembled and we
are now anxionsly awaiting the
inspection Monday in order that
we may get out of this miserably
cold weather.

The battleships are at anchor
in a line about 200 yards apart,

—
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while the Carribean and Coast
are at anchor paralle!
to the battleship on one side
while the second torpedo
flottilla maintains the same
position on the other side.

The battleships cousist of the
Kearsarge (flag), Kentucky,
Illinois, Alabsma, Missouri,
Iowa, and Massachusetts, The
Maine, which was at the Roston
navy yard, has oot arrived yet.
The t Squadron consists of
the battleship .Texas (ﬂ.n‘:l.
Arknusas, Nevada and t
Florida, The Carribean
Squadron consisis ol the New-
ark m‘i)' Denver, the Tacoma.
The other ships of the Car-
ribean Squadron are ou duty ot
Santo Domingo and Colon. The
torpedo flotilla cousisls of the
Destroyers  Whipple, Mac-
donangh, Steward and Worden.
The Destroyers Lawrence,
Truxton, Hull and Hopkins
haven't arrived yet.

On Monday lm Secretary of
the navy, Admiral of the navy,
end staff will be down from
Washin ou the Dolpbin to
review the fleet, after which the
fleet will proceed to sea. Noth-
ing is yet known as to what
course we will take or how lon
we will remain at sea, but it is
quiic understood that our desti-
nation is Culebra, bat the time
of our arrival may be anywhere
between the J4th and 30th of
January, and then too we ex-
pect to have a few days of rough
weather, which seems to be the
ounly kind available just now
from the appeararice of things
here in the roads.

However it will only be a
mnatter of a few days wheu our
heavy winter elothes will he
shoved away, and w~ will
have onr summer somewhat
earlier than most oeoxle.

C. A. Kunyv.

Let the Interest Rate Alene.
Stateaville Landmark.

It is piven out that Mr. J. D.
Murphy, member of the House
from Buncombe county, will ip-
troduce a bill in the General As-
sembly increasing the legal rate
of interest from 6 to 8 per cent.
He says that such a law would
have beneficial results in west-
ern North Carolina; that the

tlaw is evaded and that
it does ot protect the small bor-
rower. We hardly think the bill
will pass and as we see it it

onght not to pass. About 15
years ago. when the legal rate
of interest was chan from 8

to 6 per cent., there were pre-
dictions of all sorts of disasters
D consequence and there was
mwuch talk that money should
brinlg .whatever anybody was
willing to pay forit, etc, etc,
But as a matter of fact the great-
est era of opment in the
history of the State has resnlted
since the change in the law.
Wedo not claim thatthe law
was solely responsible for these
conditions, but the fact remains
that the disasters predicted not
only did not ocecur but there
was improvement instead,

The Sepate on Tuesday con-
firmed the pominations of
Postmaster Rbinebart at New-
ton and Dr. Hounston at David-
son,

Editor F. M. Williams of the
Newton Enterprise lost his

bo Mond fire,
Io-':'e was fa'log. E[th ﬁ.m'rll::
surance,

CHEMICAL COMPANY +
CARRIES NOTES.
Extensions Aggrogoting Vast

Sams of Meney Will be Made

in the Seuth by the Vieglala.

Carelina Chemical Company

—The Cotton Situstion Infer-

estingly Discussed.

The Virginia-Carolina Chemi-
cal Company has mailed to its
ageucics in every part of the
South a letter whiclh will favor-
ubly effect Lusiuess conditions
throunghout 1tbe length and
bréadth of the collou states.
They proposc to eatend fertilizer
notes for all who owe them and
waut to hold their cotton.

Le&;z' the Ricbwmond Times

r: i"‘l‘rtunm ;!‘mveu
caunot estimate, except in ne
eral way, how man l!ltbdn.l:ﬂl
Lof thousands of . if not
millions, will be involved in the
cxtenxions thet will be asked for
and m.d:t'n but, I’ht!ﬁi:f the
amonnt, company pre-
pared to take care of it, and of-
ficials uruu the greatest con-
fidence in the transactions,
which, as the letier states, will
bepefit the cowpany through the
profit and satisfaction of its cus-
tomers.”

" The letter in full speaks for
itself and is as follows:

Richmond, Va,, Jan. 5, 1905.
Mr. L. A. Carr, Manager \'. C.
C. Co., Durham, N. C.
Dear Sir:

Tlhe treasurer of this company
is having so many requests to
extend the noles of some of our
g ged o g g
not finis paying T
and who desire to hold their
cotton, stating that they belicve
they will get more for this cot-
ton later on, that thiz company
has coucluded to issune g general
letter oa the subject as follows:

" Aoy farmer or merchant who
may he owing yonr ‘division
wmooey, who has cotton which
he desirex to hold, you are at
liberty to extend bis note for
bim for six months from Janu-
ary lst, with interest al the
tate of six per cent. per avnum,

bhe will d
cient cotton to pay the note in
any reliable warehouse, and will
turn over to you warehouse re-
ceipt for same. You are author-
i to pay the insurance on said
cotton and make no ch
against customer for this item.

vice to our customers
their cotton, but
offer them and ac-
commodation in our power to
bold their cotton, if in their
good judgment it is best, What-
ever inures to the benefit of Ag-
ricultural classes in the South
to our benefit; our interest is
identical with theirs. We are
more closely and intimately con-
nected with the cotton growers
of the South than any dozen
other concerns combined. They
arc our customers in the pur-
cbe{htu of futlumuh ! :end pu'r:h::
their customers t
of cotton seed. We both sell
aud buy of them and deal in
g county
fo b bl o s
re, anything that mprove
the ral conditions or
lielp farmer must
bencfit us, and if holding t

to hold
we do intend to

it suf-|.g

We do not pretend to offer ad- f
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cotton will be s benefit to'

it is onr

and that it neyer could
becu cullivated in o normal sca-

son  The
the Spring

mendou crop
As ordi;uﬁﬁv.
ble to

have

good weather during

cnabled the farmers
to cultivate every acre they
planted; conseguently the tre-

of this
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cost of mulcs and labor, and the
additional quantity of secd

will

more than for the extra;

smount of fertilizers used.

erefore, your cus-
tomers to reduce

in a year or two t of
the world e::l:ed will:’dth-n
in growi . and our
omlznmrht“ ied

tions in all departments. CASH SALE. No goods charged at cut prices.

THOMSON

THE PEOPLE’S STORE

Dry Goods, 247, ' Groceries, 48,

Began Thursday, January 12th, with flying colors. immense crowds thronj
day yesterday and there Is no abatement in attendance. The public is taking :
alleled bargains In mill ends and remnants. This big sale lasts for ten days. P rtie
during the first days needn’t stay away. You can get big values any day durlugtl‘m |
tions each day. Don’t miss this big sale--the opportunity of a lifetime for barg :m.
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